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Further Correspondence respecting Afghanistan 


PART XXL—JANUARY TO DECEMBER 1938. 


CHAPTER I.—GENERAL. 


[N 238/238/97] No. 1. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden. — ( Received January 17, 1938.) 
(No. 135. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 24, 1937. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I was received in audience by King Zahir 
Shah at the Dilkusha Palace on the 21st December. I asked for this audience 
partly in order to have an opportunity of meeting the King after my return from 
leave, but chiefly in order to convey to him the message of goodwill with which 
His Majesty King George had charged me when 1 was received by him at 
Buckingham Palace in October. 

2. King Zahir Shah received His Majesty’s message with evident gratifica¬ 
tion and asked a number of questions relative to the health and welfare of Their 
Majesties and of other members of the Royal Family. He went on to talk of 
various other matters chiefly connected with sport, and showed much interest in 
an account I gave him of grouse shooting and stalking in Scotland. 

3. He then opened a discussion on world affairs and asked me what His 
Majesty’s Government thought of the present position in the Far East. I replied 
that when I had left London the position was possibly not so serious as it had 
since become, but that His Majesty’s Government were naturally very concerned 
at the aggressiveness of the Japanese and at their apparent disregard for the 
commercial and other interests of British subjects and nationals of other States 
engaged in trade in China. 

4. His Majesty said that he and his Government considered the Japanese 
menace as likely to prove serious, if not at once, at any rate before long, to the 
welfare of Central Asia. He then turned rather abruptly to repeat with some 
emphasis the determination formed by his late father and continued by himself 
and his Government to foster the closest possible relations with His Majesty’s 
Government. “ I have examined this matter myself,” he said, “ and I am 
convinced that it is the right policy to follow. In no other way can I ensure the 
progress and safety of my country.” 

5. He then referred to the situation in Europe and the dangers arising to 
the peace of the world from the irresponsible actions of dictators. He felt sure 
that there could be no stability in a world when peace was at any moment liable 
to be disturbed by the actions of such men as Signor Mussolini, and he welcomed 
the British rearmament programme as the one stabilising factor in Europe. 

6. I have reported this conversation in some detail, since it is the first time 
the young King has spoken to me as head of the State, and not merely as the 
mouthpiece of his advisers, on matters of political moment. His remarks were 
delivered in his usual quiet fashion, but with an unusual earnestness of manner, 
and it was apparent that they were the outcome of personal attention to the 
problems he was discussing. 
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7. It is easy to read too much into remarks made on such occasions, and 
they were obviously of the type suited to a conversation with the British Minister. 
At the same time, I do not think the King was speaking merely to please his 
audience. The situation in the Far East is disturbing enough to statesmen in 
Central Asia who look ahead and see Japan as a dominating influence in China 
and possibly a menace to the countries lying beyond the Chinese borders. To the 
Afghans in particular, in whom a distrust of the Soviet Government is inherent, 
Great Britain stands out as the one Power likely or able to oppose the spread of 
Japanese political influence in Central and Southern Asia. 

8. His Majesty’s remarks about Signor Mussolini were interesting, and were 
possibly intended to allay the suspicions which I had voiced in a recent interview 
with the Prime Minister as to Italian motives in supplying aircraft to the Afghan 
Government. So far as the Afghan Government are concerned, there is, I feel 
sure, no intention at present of allowing Italian intrigue to disturb their relations 
with His Majesty’s Government. 

9. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N S08/236/97] No. 2. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—[Received January 31.) 

(No. 1. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul , January 3, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith a report on the heads of foreign 
missions in Kabul. 

2. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enciosure in No. 2. 

Report on Heads of Foreign Missions in Kabul. 

France (Charge d’Affaires). 

M. Dufaure de la Prade died at Abbottabad, in the North-West Frontier 
Province of India, on the 17th September, 1937. The appointment of a successor 
has not yet been notified, though it is understood that the agrement of the Afghan 
Government has been asked for a M. Barbier, at present counsellor in the French 
Embassy at Tokyo. For the present M. Gabriel Bonneau, secretary of the 
Legation, is acting as Charge d’Affaires. 

Germany (Minister): Herr Hans Pilger. 

Presented his credentials on the 28th August, 1937. Herr Pilger has been ill 
since my return to Kabul and I have not yet met him. He is said to be a pleasant 
man, but hardly of the same calibre as his predecessor. 

Iran (Ambassador): Ali Akbar Khan Bahman. 

Presented his credentials on the 9th May, 1936. Except for a short period 
of service at Tehran, has served continually m Europe prior to his appointment 
to the Embassy at Kabul. 

M. Bahman is a pleasant, affable, insincere person. He does not appear to 
carry much weight with the Afghan Government, who do not trust him. He finds 
life at Kabul tedious, and the task of dealing with the frequent cases of border 
disputes and raids irksome to a man of peaceful habits and indolent disposition. 
A shallow and untrustworthy man. Speaks French well, and knows a little 
English. 
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Italy (Minister) : Commendatore Pietro Quaroni. 

Presented his credentials on the 9th December, 1936. Has served at Moscow 
and in the Foreign Office at Rome. His last post was at Salonica, where he was 
consul-general for a year. 

Signor Quaroni won the British Military Cross in the late war, and has many 
English friends. He and his wife are on very friendly terms with members of this 
Legation, and give the impression that they would welcome a resumption of more 
cordial official relations. At the same time Signor Quaroni is a very intelligent, 
quick-witted and probably unscrupulous man, and is reputed to be a personal 
friend of Signor Mussolini. There seems no doubt that he would carry out any 
instructions he might receive from Rome to the utmost of his ability and without 
regard to his personal proclivities. He speaks fluent English, French, German 
and Russian. His wife, who is a member of the pre-war Russian nobility, is 
strongly anti-Bolshevik. She speaks a number of European languages with much 
fluency. 

Japan (Minister) : Mr. Kitada. 

Presented his credentials on the 15th November, 1934. Has held appoint¬ 
ments at Moscow and Stockholm, and has a working knowledge of French, 
Swedish, Russian and English. 

Mr. Kitada has been faced with a difficult situation in the last six months, 
partly owing to the misbehaviour of his military attache, who was recalled at the 
request of the Afghan Government, and partly owing to the feelings aroused in 
the minds of the Afghan Government and among his colleagues by Japanese 
aggression in China. He has maintained his personal position, and has continued 
to enjoy the confidence of the Afghan Government, who respect his evident 
sincerity and integrity. In the autumn he left on a tour through Iraq and Iran, 
from which he has just returned. He hopes to vacate his appointment in 
February. 

Turkey (Ambassador): Memduh Sevket. 

Presented his credentials on the 7th February, 1934. He was formerly 
Ambassador at Tehran for five years, and from 1930 onwards a member of the 
Executive Council of the People’s party. He speaks Persian, Russian and 
French. 

He has not left Kabul since his return from leave in 1936. Although not a 
very intelligent man and inclined to be prosy in conversation, he is highly 
respected both by the Afghan Government and by the Diplomatic Corps, As 
doyen of the latter, he exercises much tact in his dealings with the Afghan 
Government over thorny questions of precedence and the like. He is a close 
friend of the Prime Minister, with whom he has some influence, and is a useful, 
if undemonstrative, ally of His Majesty’s Government, particularly over questions 
of Near Eastern policy. 

Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (Ambasssador) : M. Boris E. Skvirsky. 

Presented his credentials on the 11th August, 1936. Speaks English 
perfectly and knows some French. Spent fifteen years in the United States of 
America, first as trade agent for the Eastern Soviet Republic, and subsequently as 
counsellor of the Soviet Embassy at Washington. 

M. Skvirsky proved himself to be an agreeable colleague of moderate views, 
with a breadth of outlook which commended itself to the Afghan Government. 
He left Kabul in July with Mme. Skvirsky on a few months’ leave and has not 
returned. M. Sitcheff, counsellor of the Embassy, is acting for him as ChargtS 
d’Affaires. & 


Representatives resident Elsewhere . 

Egypt (Minister and consul-general): Abdul Rahman Azzam Bey. 

Presented his credentials on the 9th September, 1937. Also accredited to 
Iran, Iraq and Saudi Arabia, and is believed to reside at Tehran. 

M. Ahmed Galal Eddine is in charge of the Legation at Kabul as Charge 
d’Affaires. 
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[N 652/10/07] 


No. 3. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 8.) 


(No. 9.) 

Sir, Kabul , January 24, 1938. 

WITH reference to my telegrams of the 31st December and the 14th January 
(Katodons Nos. 161 and 6), I have the honour to inform you that at a recent 
interview His Royal Highness the Prime Minister gave me the following 
information about the Italian aircraft and instructors at present in Kabul:— 

2. He confirmed previous reports that five instructors have been engaged 
on a two-year contract, as follows :— 


(1) Pilot captain at £80 a month. 

(2) Head mechanic at £45 a month 

(3) Second mechanic at £40 a month 

(4) Aircraft fitter at £42 a month. 

(5) Engineer at £40 a month, in charge of repairs. 


in charge of engines. 


Of these, the pilot and two mechanics, or possibly one mechanic and one fitter, 
have arrived. The remaining two are expected to accompany subsequent 
consignments of aircraft and spares. 

3. As regards the aircraft, the Afghan Government have purchased the 
following :— 

Sixteen Romeo reconnaissance machines at £4,802 each. 

Two 28 Breda training machines at £2,468 each. 

Six 25 Breda training machines at £2,260 each. 


In addition they have purchased spare parts, cameras, war material, &c.. 
to bring the cost of the whole transaction, including aircraft, to a total of 
£157,883, landed in Kabul. 

4. Arrangements for payment are as follows:— 

£ 

(a) On signature of the contract. 31,523 

(b) On arrival of the consignment. 31,590 

(c) Balance in three annual instalments of £31,590, first 

instalment to be paid one year after the arrival of 

the consignment . 94,770 


Total . 157,883 

5. I thanked the Prime Minister for this information and remarked that 
the terms of repayment were more favourable to the Italian that they had been 
to the British firms. His Royal Highness smiled at this and replied that the 
Italian transaction was purely commercial. In dealing with His Majesty’s 
Government he hoped and believed he was dealing with friends who were 
genuinely interested in the welfare of his country. 

6. Such information as I have gleaned suggests that the Italian aircraft are 
not so far proving very satisfactory. The engines are difficult to start at this 
altitude and temperature, and the mechanics are not very efficient: in fact, 
I understand that the German mechanic who is in charge of the civil Junker 
machines has been brought in to supervise work on the Italian aircraft. Only 
two machines have so far been in the air for a very short time, but things will 
perhaps improve as the weather grows warmer. 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 


I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 










No. 4. 


[N 885/885/97] 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 21.) 

(No. 12.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 29, 1938. 

IN Mr. Collier’s semi-official letter of the 17th November, 1937, enquiry was 
made whether any precise information could be furnished about Shariat law as 
applied in Afghanistan, for record in your department. 

2. As stated in the enclosure to Sir Richard Maconachie’s despatch No. 13 
of the 27th January, 1932, the official religion of Afghanistan is the Hanafi 
section of the Sunni faith. The law of Afghanistan is consequently the Hanafi 
Code of the Shariat. This code was compiled by the Khalifa Abu Hanifa, who 
founded the Hanafi sect of the Sunnis, and is based on four sources: (1) the 
Koran; (2) Hadis, i.e., precepts, actions and sayings of the Prophet Mahomet not 
written down in his lifetime but preserved by tradition; (3) Ijmaa, i.e., decisions 
of the companions of the Prophet and his disciples; (4) Kiyas, that is, analogical 
deductions derived from a comparison of the first three sources. 

3. I have never seen the Hanafi Code, but understand it to be an immense 
compilation of laws, rules and precepts governing all forms of human activity 
from birth to death. Portions of it are in use in India, in connexion with laws 
of inheritance and kindred subjects as applied to the Sunni Mahometans of that 
country. 

4. In Afghanistan the Hanafi Code is ordinarily applied to all cases of a 
criminal or civil nature which come before the regular courts. In consequence, 
these courts do not take cognisance of cases coming under new laws or regulations 
passed by the Legislature, for which provision is not made in the Hanafi Code. 
Cases of this nature, e.g., offences against visa regulations, certain types of com¬ 
mercial case, &c., are heard either by administrative officers with the help of the 
police, or by special courts of a non-judicial nature. It is evident that such 
procedure tends to a somewhat inequitable administration of justice, which is 
likely to increase as the country develops, and many new laws are required to meet 
circumstances which did not exist at the time when the Hanafi Code was compiled. 
It is difficult to see what the outcome will be, but sooner or later a revision of 
judicial procedure will be required to enable regular courts to include all classes 
of legislative enactments within their purview. But that time is still distant. 

5. As regards the actual procedure for the administration of justice in the 
regular courts, I enclose a memorandum on the subject compiled by 
Khan Bahadur Sikander Khan, oriental secretary of this Legation. I understand 
that the procedure therein described is normally followed in practice. It differs 
in many respects from procedure followed in British Indian courts, notably in 
the fact that the court of first instance is empowered to hear and pass a verdict 
on any case brought before it, no matter how serious. The provision that such a 
court, while recording its verdict, does not pass sentence, but submits the case to 
higher authority for this purpose, is no doubt intended to act as a safeguard 
against unfair awards by junior courts due to ignorance or prejudice. 

6. The main defects of Afghan judicial procedure are: (a) the fact that 
corruption is rife in all ranks of the judiciary; and (&) that there is in existence 
no enactment resembling the Habeas Corpus Act. In consequence, persons accused 
of an offence may linger for years in jail without trial or the formulation of any 
definite charge against them. Such a system is highly repugnant to Western ideas 
of justice; but in a country whose inhabitants have little or no sense of civic 
responsibility or respect for the truth, convictions on a strictly judicial basis are 
often hard to achieve. In such conditions, to which may be added the natural 
lawlessness of the Afghan people, procedure based on the principle that it is 
better for ten innocent men to suffer than for one criminal to escape justice, is 
perhaps not so iniquitous as it sounds, 

I have, Ac. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 
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Enclosure in No. 4. 

Memorandum on Judicial Procedure in Afghanistan. 

I—Criminal. 

(A) Investigation of the Case. 

1. —(i) The aggrieved party makes a complaint, or alternatively the local 
village officials or an espionage agent makes a report to the local, district, pro¬ 
vincial or central police.or administrative police officer. 

(ii) If a complaint is lodged with a high official the case is sent to the local 
administrative official for investigation or disposal. 

2. This official sends a mirza (clerk) and one or two policemen to the spot to 
make a preliminary enquiry and report facts, as well as to arrest the offender with 
the help of the aggrieved party and, if necessary, of other law-abiding citizens. 

3. The accused is taken to the administrative centre, where he is detained 
under arrest and often forced to make a confession, especially when no witnesses 
come forward. 

4. When the local official is satisfied that a case lies against the accused, 
the case is referred to the qazi (judge), to whom the file is sent under official cover. 

(B) Trial. 

5. The qazi (judge) hears the case, no matter how serious the charge, with 
the help of a mufti (clerk of the court, who records the proceedings and advises 
on legal points), summons and examines witnesses and finally delivers a verdict 
(not a judgment), declaring the accused innocent or guilty of the charge against 
him. In the latter case, he also states the extreme limit of the sentence that may 
be passed on him and recommends him for mercy or exemplary punishment as he 
considers the circumstances of the case require. 

6. The prisoner is released on the spot if the verdict is in his favour, but if it 
is against him, he is returned to custody and the file returned to the office of origin 
through official channels. 

(The proceedings are generally of a summary character, the records main¬ 
tained by the court are extremely meagre. The file is in the form of a lumar , or 
roll, in which each component sheet is written on both sides. When a new sheet 
becomes necessary, it is pasted to the bottom of the last one and the seal of the 
official, who does so, is impressed at the junction of the pages. The roll contains 
everything in original from the first complaint, on which a record of all subsequent 
proceedings are endorsed.) 

(C) Sentence. 

7. If the qazi (judge) returns a verdict of “ guilty,” judgment is passed by 
the administrative officer who is empowered to do so, as follows :— 

(a) The ilaqadar (minor district official in charge of a sub-division) may 

sentence to whipping within the limits of human endurance. 

(b) The hakim (governor of a district, 2nd or 3rd class), may, in addition, 

sentence to six months’ imprisonment. 

(c) The hakim-i-ala (governor of minor province) or naib-id-hakumah 

(governor of major province), and the wali of Kabul Province, may 
sentence to any term of imprisonment (in practice, seldom exceeding 
seven years). 

(d) The sentence of death may only be passed by the Minister of Justice in 

Council or by the Prime Minister. 

(D) Confirmation and Appeal. 

8. Sentences of flogging and imprisonment for less than two weeks may be 
given by any mudir (director or head of a department) or higher officer and are 
summary and without appeal. All other sentences are subject to confirmation and 
appeal. The provincial governor can confirm sentences up to two years’ imprison¬ 
ment : sentences of imprisonment for longer periods require to be confirmed by the 
Prime Minister and those of death by the King. 

9. No sentence may be executed before confirmation, and the period of 
imprisonment counts from the date on which the offender was first confined in a 
lock-up and not from the date of the sentence or confirmation. 






10. Lock-ups exist at the headquarters of all districts, but jails are situated 
at the capitals of provinces only. 

11. A sentence of death, which is extremely rare, is executed at the district 
headquarters nearest the scene of the crime and generally in public. It usually 
taikes the form of hanging by suffocation and not by the use of a drop. 

12. Appeal lies to the next higher officer, who may order it to be heard by 
the Court of Appeal or dispose of it summarily himself. In both these cases, the 
appellant is given a hearing by that officer. Even when no formal appeal is made, 
the prisoner may be sent for to headquarters for further enquiry. 

(E) Revenue and Miscellaneous Cases. 

13. Eevenue cases and cases of minor offences against the State are heard 
and decided by the revenue police or administrative officers, and are not referred 
to the qazis (judges). 

14. Cases of a political nature, such as serious and open breaches of the 
peace, are tried by a special tribunal consisting of the qazi (judge) of first 
instance, reinforced by the qazi (judge) of appeal to guard against the influence 
of local opinion. 

15. The qazi (judge) of appeal also exercises a supervisory control over all 
qazis (judges) in the province, by a sj'stem of inspection, which takes the form of 
sometimes joining the qazi (judge) of first instance in judgment of cases. There 
is, however, no system of circuit of judges. (Note. —The commandants of police 
at all provincial centres and sar mamurs (assistant commandants) at all district 
centres exercise within their areas the powers of hakim-i-kalan (Governor of 
1st class district) and hakim, (Governor of district, 2nd or 3rd class) respectively.) 

16. There are no court fees in criminal and revenue cases, but a complaint 
or application must be made on judicial paper, which costs 1 Afghani. Similarly, 
appeals have to be made on judicial papers. 


II.— Civil. 

17. The procedure is the same, the only differences being: (i) That in all 
cases involving claims for cash, court fees or commission on realisation at 
5 per cent, ad valorem, are charged, (ii) Cases relating to personal relation may 
be taken directly to the court, or, in the case of Hindus, to their Panchayat (local 
council), from which appeal lies direct to the provincial Governor, who hears the 
appeal with the help of Hindu assessors, one of whom is a member of the local 
municipality for the Hindu quarter and the other usually a Hindu Government 
servant. If no disinterested Hindu officer is available, an Indian is sometimes, 
though very rarely, substituted, (iii) The file is made over to the plaintiff or 
appellant at the end of each sitting and on the termination of the proceedings. 
No copy is kept, (iv) Witnesses have to be brought forward by the parties 
concerned, who have to serve summonses themselves. The court does not take 
cognisance of the refusal of any witness to attend court. There is, however, one 
way of compelling attendance, viz., to file an application against the defaulting 
witness for refusing to give evidence, in which case he has to attend as defendant. 

III.— Commercial. 

18. Such disputes are decided by the special commercial courts, which are 
guild-courts of merchants presided over by Government officers of high standing. 

IV. —Ecclesiastical. 

19. Any Moslem may bring a case direct before the qazi (judge). 

20. False Evidence. —It is a criminal, or rather an ecclesiastical, offence 
and, if proved, is severely punished. 

V.— Cases in which Foreigners are Involved. 

21. Criminal. —As given above. A mudir (head of department) of the 
Foreign Office attends and watches the proceedings. He may be consulted. 

22. An interpreter from the Ministry of Justice attends. 

23. Foreign consular authorities may attend and watch the proceedings. 

24. Civil. —When only one party is a foreigner, as above. When both 
parties are foreigners suits seldom reach the courts. 

[18888] b 4 




8 


VI.— Miscellaneous. 

25. Evidence is taken on oath. Moslems have to perform wuzu (ablutions) 
and to swear by Allah, his Prophet, his Koran and his Saints. (There is no 
kissing of the book.) In the case of members of other religions, the opposing 
party may insist upon any particular form of oath which he considers appropriate. 

26. Proceedings are only recorded in brief and signed, sealed or marked 
by the witness, and sealed by the officer taking evidence. In summary trials no 
proceedings are recorded. 

27. Appeals against decisions of courts of appeal are made to the Minister 
of Justice and referred to the Court of Revision, Mahakamah-i-Tatniz, of that 
Ministry. Similarly, appeals made to the Prime Minister are referred to the 
Tamiz-i-Ayan (Revision Branch of the House of Nobles). Those made to 
provincial Governors are referred to the Majlis-i-Mashawarah (Advisory 
Council). 

28. All offences other than those against the State or of an ecclesiastical 
nature or those inimical to public morals are compoundable, and hence may be 
decided by arbitration or mutual agreement. 

29. Offences against new laws passed by the Legislature or under ordinances 
promulgated by the Government are not recognised by the qazis (judges), and 
cases arising from them are decided summarily by the police or civil officers of 
the rank of mamur (officer of low grade) upwards. 

30. Cases involving tribal honour are often decided through a jirga (council 
of elders). 

31. Legal representatives are allowed in civil cases, but there are no legal 
practitioners in Afghanistan. 


[N 1161/1161/97] No. 5. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received March 7.) 


(No. 21. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, February 12, 1938. 

IN accordance with the instructions contained in your circular despatch dated 
the 28th May, 1935, I have the honour to enclose a copy of the records of leading 
personalities in Afghanistan duly corrected up to the end of 1937. 

2. I am sending a copy of this despatch, without enclosure, to the Secretary 
of State for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 



W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 5. 

Records of Leading Personalities in Afghanistan. 

(The references in brackets are to “ Who’s Who in Afghanistan, 1936,” issued 
by the General Staff in India.) 

1. Abdul Ahad (W.W. 4).—Born about 1880. Son of Qazi Ghulam. 
Brother of W.W. 63. “ Sardar-i-Ala,” Ismail Khel Ghilzai; owing to long 

residence in Wardak, is known as “ Wardaki.” Prom 1909 to 1916 was Chief 
Usher (Arzbegi) to the Ameer. Appointed Hakim (Governor) of Kataghan. Was 
arrested with his brother for complicity in the murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan 
(1919) and banished, but was later acquitted. In 1922 was appointed A.D.C. to 
King Amanullah and was a great favourite of his. Sent to Wardak valley during 
the Mangal rebellion in 1924-25 to maintain loyalty amongst the Wardakis. 
During Amanullah’s absence in Europe was for four months Governor of the 
Eastern Province, but was relieved and sent to Moscow to meet King Amanullah, 
it being realised that he was incapable of administering the province. Returned 
to Kabul July 1928. Officiating Minister of Interior November 1928. Supported 
Amanullah in his efforts, from Kandahar. Fled with Amanullah to India 
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May 1929 and went to Persia. Returned to Afghanistan December 1929. 
Elected President of the National Council (Rais-i-Shura) 1930. In November 
1931 proceeded to Farah as Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military 
Administrator), Farah and Chakhansur. Returned to Kabul in spring of 1932 
and re-elected President, National Council. Is reported to belong to the 
“ Charkhi ” family party. Re-elected President of the National Council 1933. 
Visited Wardak country March 1933 to check pro-Amanullah propaganda. 
Served on a commission on the Helmand water dispute June 1933. In October 
1933 visited North Afghanistan with Prime Minister and others. Re-elected 
President of National Council 1934, 1935, 1936 and 1937. In 1937 visited Europe 
for medical treatment. 

Is apparently friendly to members of the British Legation, but does not 
convey an impression of sincerity. 

2. Abdul Aziz (W.W. 10).—“ Sardar-i-Ala,” Barakzai. Son of 

Mazullah Khan and nephew of the Ulya Hazrat. Born 1876. Appointed Yawar 
(equerry) to the Ameer in 1919. Amin-ul-Wajuhat (octroi superintendent) 1920. 
Went to Kandahar in November 1920 to raise new battalions for the Ameer. His 
recruiting caused much discontent. Returned to Kabul January 1921 and 
appointed Minister for Home Affairs. Also appointed Ishaq Aghasi Mulki (Civil 
Chamberlain) to the King. Appointed Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor) of 
Kandahar in December 1921, relieved early in 1923, but did not return to Kabul 
until the middle of 1924. Appointed to officiate as Minister of War 1924r-25. 
Appointed Minister of Interior, June 1925. Accompanied Amanullah to 
Kandahar in 1929, where he acted as Governor, March and April. Fled with 
Amanullah to India 1929. Was one of the few men really trusted by Amanullah 
and was a great favourite of his. Went to Meshed. Returned to Kabul 
November 1929. As a friend of Muhammad Wali was suspected by Nadir and 
was deported to Jalalabad the 4th August, 1930; brought back the 20th August 
and confined in the Arq. Was released in January 1931. Was placed under 
surveillance in connexion with Ghulam Nabi’s plot in November 1932. Still (1936) 
in Kabul, unemployed. A good Persian scholar and very conceited; suspected 
to be pro-Amanullah. 

3. Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 13).—Son of the late Ghulam Haidar 
Charkhi. Born 1891. Brother of Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 309). Was a lieutenant- 
colonel (Kandak Mishar) of artillery. Was on the Asmar front in 1919. Com¬ 
manding Arandu October 1919. Promoted Ghund Mishar (brigadier) and 
proceeded to Mazar-i-Sharif June 1920. General Officer Commanding, Kunar 
Valley, 1922. Hakim (Governor) of Laghman 1923-24. Under-Secretary to the 
Minister of the Interior 1926. Officiated as Home Minister 1927. Governor of 
Mazar November 1928. Wounded and imprisoned in Mazar-i-Sharif by Saqavis 
February 1929. Sent to Kabul March 1929 but escaped. Arrived Quetta and left 
for Meshed July 1929. Returned to Kabul, via India, April 1930. Left Kabul 
by air on the 20th July, 1930, to visit his brother Ghulam Nabi (deceased) in 
Angora. Accompanied ex-King Amanullah to Mecca in 1931. One of the 
Amanullah party in Europe. Lived some time in Constantinople at No. 110, 
Grande Rue de Sisti, but left for Berlin when Amanullah was in Mecca in 1935. 
Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. In September 1935 was at 
Constantinople, but was expelled from Turkey that month and left for Germany. 

4. Abdul Radi Khan (W.W. 38).—Dawi Kakar of Kandahar. Son of 
Abdul Ahad, a Hakim (Governor) of Kandahar. Member of the Afghan Peace 
Delegation June 1919. Formerly editor of the Aman-i-Afghan. Assistant to 
the Foreign Minister as Mustashar (counsellor) in charge of Indian Affairs. 
Member of the Afghan delegation, Mussoorie Conference 1920. Arrived Kushk 
November 1920 with a mission to enquire into the position of the Afghan consul. 
Appointed Afghan representative at Bokhara. Returned to Kabul July 1921 
and resumed his duties in the Foreign Office. Appointed Minister in London 
January 1922. Relieved August 1924, On return was appointed Minister of 
Commerce. Was suspected of “Republican” intrigues during Amanullah’s 
absence in Europe 1928. Went to Russia for three months in 1928 in connexion 
with Russo-Afghan trade. Retired from Ministry of Commerce in October 1928 
to become a candidate for the National Assembly. Joined Amanullah in 
Kandahar and fled with him to India May 1929. Resided in Karachi and 





returned to Kabul in November 1929. Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin 
December 1929. Resigned in March 1931, as he considered the attitude of the 
Afghan Government was too friendly to His Majesty’s Government. Went to 
Mecca in 1931. Reported to have met ex-King Amanullah in Venice March 1932. 
In May 1932 returned to Kabul after performing pilgrimage to Mecca. Was 
closely watched by Afghan Government, who doubted his loyalty. In 1933 
(December) was arrested and imprisoned on suspicion of pro-Amanullah 
activities. Still (1936) in jail in Kabul. Has the reputation of being an ardent 
Nationalist and particularly anti-British, but financially honest. Has also been 
reported to be pro-Russian. 

In June 1935 reported to be sending letters from jail to the Republican 
party in Kabul, advising them to look to Britain rather than Russia for nelp. 

King Zahir Shah is said to have announced grant of money to his relatives 
who interviewed him towards August 1935. 

5. Abdul Hakim Khan (W.W. 42).—Born 1876. Originally on domestic 
staff of Amir Abdur Rahman; occupied a similar position at the Court of 
Habibullah. Was head of Trading Association in Kabul. Appointed trade agent 
at Peshawar September 3926. Very active on Amanullah’s behalf during the 
revolution. Refused to acknowledge Nadir Shah as King. Arrested ip 
Peshawar on the 6th February, 1930, for intriguing with the tribes of the 
Eastern Province against Nadir Shah. Deported with Amin Jan (W.W. 184) to 
Burma March 1930. Elderly, intelligent, and pro-Amanullah. Deprived of 
Afghan nationality in November 1933. In December 1935 transferred from 
Burma to Madras Presidency. Still (1936) in Madras Presidency. 

6. Abdul Husain Khan (W.W. 47).—Mirza. Son of late Abdul Aziz. Born 
and educated in Persia. Accompanied his father to Tehran in 1920. Was Under¬ 
secretary in Charge of Reception and Visa Branch of Afghan Foreign Office 
January 1924. Dismissed in August 1925, partly for taking heavy commission 
on goods purchased in India for Afghan Government. Director of Afghan 
Transport Company, Kabul, 1926. Appointed consul-general, Delhi. In business 
in Karachi 1929. Returned to Kabul November 1929. Appointed Afghan 
Minister in Rome and presented credentials the 17th May, 1930. Afghan delegate 
to the Disarmament Conference at Geneva 1931-32. Attended Disarmament 
Conference, Geneva, during 1933, and seemed very friendly with Litvinov. 

Transferred as Ambassador to Moscow during 1933. Brought the body of 
the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz Khan to Kabul in June 1933 and returned to 
Moscow in December. 

Speaks quite good English and has many friends in India, where he spent 
some time during the Great War. 

Visited Kabul September 1935, then returned to Moscow. 

Reported to have pro-Amanullah leanings. 

Still (1937) Ambassador, Moscow. 

7. Abdul Jamil Khan (W.W. 49).—Firqa Mishar (major-general), Khwaja 
of Kulangar, Logar. Cousin of Haji Nawab Khan (W.W. 472). 

Held the post of Hakim (Governor) at Asmar for a short time during the 
reign of Amanullah. Joined Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) during the revolution 
1929. Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, November 1929. Appointed 
officiating Governor of Kabul, April 1933. In July 1931 was sent to the 
Hazarajat on temporary duty in connexion with the Ghilzai-Hazara dispute. In 
November 1931 went to Mukur in connexion with the effort to effect the surrender 
of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 99), which was successful. Appointed officiating 
■ Governor of Mazar, December 1931. Recalled to Kabul in November 1934 owing 
to complaints of his corruption. 1936 unemployed in Kabul. Said to lack 
character and ability. His loyalty to the Yahya Khel regime is questionable. 

8. Abdul Karim Khan (W.W. 52).—Barakzai. Son of Qazi Saad-ud-din 
Khan. A grandson of the late Khan-i-Mulah Khan, chief Qazi of Afghanistan. 

Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor) of Jalalabad from February 1903 till early in 
1905, when he was summoned to Kabul and imprisoned. Was subsequently 
appointed Inspector-General of Education at Kabul. In 1914 was Governor of 
Hazarajat. Was unemployed in 1917. Arrested in 1919 with his son, Azim Jan, 
and accused of having attempted to murder the Ameer. Azim Jan was reported 
to have been executed. In 1921 promoted civil brigadier and appointed Hakim 
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(Governor) of Ghazni. In January 1922 took over governorship of the Eastern 
Province. November 1923 appointed Governor of Turkestan. November 1928 
appointed Governor of Kandahar. In March 1929 went to Hazarajat and raised 
a force of Hazaras. Was in Kabul when Nadir Shah entered the city, but 
absconded to India. In the spring of 1932 returned to Kabul, and was arrested 
on account of pro-Amanullah activities in November and his property attached. 
Released in March 1933 and property restored. 

Was said to be extremely corrupt and pro-Russian. 

Did not come to notice again until 1935, when he was reported to have 
recently founded a general trading company called the Shirkat-i-Karimi, in 
Kabul, and to be negotiating for trade facilities with Japanese companies. 
Trying to live down his reputation of being pro-Amanullah, but is not trusted by 
the Afghan Government. 

One of his sons, Muhammad Azim Khan, an ex-commandant of Kandahar 
police, married a sister of Muhammad Hassan (WAV. 445). Muhammad Aziz 
was in India with his father and performed Mecca pilgrimage in 1932. Another 
son, Ghund Mishar (brigadier) Abdul Qayum, was officiating General Officer Com¬ 
manding, Ghazni, 1936. A third son was a clerk in the Home Ministry and was 
arrested on a non-political charge in 1935. His brother, Nazrullah Khan, was 
also arrested in January 1935 and sent to Kabul. 

Unemployed in Kabul in 1936. 

9. Abdul Majid, alias Abdul Majidoff or Halcimoff (W.W. 73).—Tarak of 
Herat. Born about 1902. Son of Abdul Hakim. A man of no important family. 
Was at one time an official in the customs office in Herat, from where in 1920 
he went to Moscow and was at one time attached to the Afghan Embassy there. 
Started business in Moscow, and made a considerable amount of money by 
exporting and importing contraband goods with the connivance of the customs 
officials. In about 1930 he settled in Berlin. Was recalled to Kabul in 1933 by 
the Afghan Government to organise and manage the Ashami Company. Prior 
to proceeding to Berlin he is believed to have had a considerable amount of his 
property confiscated by the Soviet Government. Believed by some to have Soviet 
tendencies, but this has been officially denied by the Afghan Government. Has 
tact and is a capable business man. 

In spring 1935 carried out an extensive business tour in Northern 
Afghanistan. Speaks Russian and German. 

Has a wife (German) and four children in Berlin. 

In January 1936 managing director of the Afghan National Bank and 
Ashami Company. In 1936 went to Europe to arrange for trade credits and 
contacts. Is an ardent Nationalist in his trade negotiations and the most 
important business man in Afghanistan. Largely responsible for the introduc¬ 
tion of the monopoly system and formation of various trading companies. Was 
also responsible for the propaganda part of the issue of the new currency notes 
(1935-36). Still in Europe (December 1937) negotiating loans and trade credits 
and purchasing machinery and armaments. Attended Nazi Congress meeting in 
Nuremberg in 1937. 

10. Abdul Tawab Khan (W.W. 124).—Muhammadzai. Son of late 
Mahmud Tarzi. Born 1902. Went to Europe for education October 1921. 
Admitted Saint-Cyr early in 1924 and completed a course of nearly three years’ 
duration there. Spent one year with a French cavalry regiment. Head of 
Cavalry School, Kabul, 1928. Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe 1928, 
Escaped from Kabul to Peshawar with Inayatullah (W.W. 366) by British 
aeroplane January 1929 and went to Europe. Married (1931) in Istanbul Zakiri 
Khanum, daughter of a retired Turkish naval captain. Still (1936) in Europe 
and a member of Amanullah’s party. Speaks French fluently and is a smart- 
mannered youth, of whom more may be heard in the future. Deprived of Afghan 
nationality in November 1933. 

11. Abdul Wahab (W.W. 126).—Muhammadzai. Son of the late Mahmud 
larzi. Born about 1900. Accompanied his father to the Afghan Mussoorie Con- 
lerence 1920. Left Kabul for London with despatches August 1921. Educated 
at Exeter College, Oxford. On return to Kabul was appointed to a branch of the 
Foreign Office. Went to Kandahar at the time of Amanullah’s abdication and 
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acted as Foreign Minister there. Accompanied Amanullah on his flight to India 
and left India with him. Has since lived in Europe. In Rome September 1934 
and in close attendance on the ex-King. Deprived of Afghan nationality in 
November 1933. In October 1935 was living in Istanbul. In Rome December 
1936. 

12. Abdul Wahid (W.W. 128).—Also known as Mr. Wade. A Safi of 
Chouki, Kunar. Born about 1875. Went to Australia as a boy and remained 
there many years, making a considerable amount of money and marrying an 
Australian wife, whom he subsequently pensioned off. In 1924 obtained gold¬ 
mining concessions for Kandahar district and went to Europe, where he formed 
the “ Durrani Syndicate,” and returned to Afghanistan with engineers who 
prospected the district and-reported unfavourably. In 1925 married a Peshawari 
woman of low birth. In 1926 made a bid for the Khanate of Kunar and earned 
the King’s displeasure by his attitude. In September 1926 was reported to be 
attempting to stir up the Mohmands against the King. In December 1928 offered 
to ensure the safety of the British Legation against attacks by tribesmen. Was 
then said to have great influence with the Chaknaur Mullah. In May 1928 he 
tried to raise the Shinwaris and Safis against Bacha-i-Saqao. Claims to be a 
British subject, but the correctness of this is doubtful. Claims to have been a 
close friend and admirer of the late King Nadir Shah. Generally lives in Kabul, 
but visits Peshawar frequently. A striking old man who speaks English fluently. 
Has a son by his Australian wife, Muhammad Usman Khan, who is (1936) a 
captain in the Afghan army and an instructor at the ‘ ‘ Advanced Course ’ 
School. Muhammad Usman speaks English and German fluently. 

13. Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. 89).—Naib Salar (general). Safi of Reza, 
Kohistan. Son of Abdul Qadir Khan. Born about 1886 in Kohistan. Brother- 
in-law of Muhammad Husain, accountant under Ameer Habibullah Khan, who 
was executed by King Amanullah Khan. 

Appointed to Sar-i-Os (commander of the Royal bodyguard) by Ameer Habi¬ 
bullah at age of 16. Served for five years in Kabul. Afterwards was for ten years 
supervisor of bridge construction in the Eastern Province. Promoted Ghund 
Mishar (brigadier) (1921) and posted to the Cavalry Kandak of the Herat army. 
Recalled to Kabul about 1927. Later transferred to Mazar-i-Sharif as Ghund 
Mishar of the Cavalry Ghund. On outbreak of the 1928 revolution returned to 
Kabul and joined Bacha-i-Saqao in Charikar during the latter’s second attempt to 
capture Kabul January 1929. Sent by Bacha-i-Saqao to Mazar-i-Sharif to organise 
a revolution. He deposed the Governor and left for Maimana, and thence for 
V'U’at, which he reached on the 4th May, 1929, after defeating some Herati forces 
u \’er Muhammad Ghaus (W.W. 262). In May appointed Civil and Military 
Governor by Bacha-i-Saqao and reappointed later by Nadir Shah October 1929. 
Said to be very popular with the Heratis and to be governing his province well. 
His loyalty to the Central Government was at one time uncertain, while the form 
of administration he set up in Herat was reported (1930) to show signs of Soviet 
influence. After the success of Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) in the spring of 1931 
in Kataghan and Badakhshan, he seems to have decided to submit to Nadir Shah, 
and sent his son, Abdul Halim Khan (W.W. 43a), to Kabul in August. He 
returned in September, accompanied by Firqa Mishar (Major-General) Muhammad 
Shuaib Khan (W.W. 611 a), who had been appointed General Officer Commanding, 
Herat, and a Mustaufi (revenue official). In August 1932 visited Kabul, and in 
September was confirmed in appointment of Naib-ul-Hukumah (Governor), Herat. 

Dealt firmly with an attempt to incite the Herat garrison to mutiny in 1933, 
Met the Prime Minister at Maimana at time of Nadir Shah’s assassination and 
gave his allegiance to King Zahir Shah. Appointed head of Perso-Afghan 
Boundary Commission September 1934. 

In 1935 reported to be anti-Russian. Owns a large estate in Kushk. 

Arrived in Kabul in June 1935 and appointed Minister of Public Works. 
A man of great personality who governed his province well. While he was in 
Herat rumour was always rife about him: that he was pro-Russian; that he 
intended to set up an independent kingdom; that he was pro-Republican; that 
the Afghan Government intended to remove him, &c. His loyalty is doubtful, 
and he is a man who may play an important role should the present regime 
collapse, In July 1935 awarded 150 acres of land near Kabul. Is being closely 
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watched by the Government (1936), as he is suspected of pro-Amanullah 
tendencies or disloyalty to the Afghan Government. Still (1937) Minister of 
Public Works. The Afghan Government appear to trust him more now (1937). 

14. Abdur Rahman Khan (W.W. 99).—Tarak, Ghilzai. Son of Sher Jan, 
who was a refugee in India from Amir Abdur Rahman. 

Was a resident of Loralai, Baluchistan, for about forty years, and is known 
as “ Abdur Rahman of Loralai.” Received the title of “ Khan Sahib ” and an 
allowance of 75 rupees per mensem from the Government of India. Applied for 
permission to proceed to Afghanistan in 1929. This was granted on condition 
that he obtained the sanction of the Afghan Government of the time. Was given 
six months’ advance of his allowance as final acquittance and left for Afghanistan 
in the early part of May 1930. Was met by a large body of Ghilzais of all 
sections, and gave out that he had come to Afghanistan ‘ ‘ in order to see that 
his tribe got their rights.” A series of minor hostile acts on the part of the 
Ghilzais under Abdur Rahman culminated in an attack on Kalat-i-Ghilzai at the 
beginning of October 1930. This was unsuccessful. After several abortive 
attempts to persuade Abdur Rahman to come in, it was decided in December 1930 
to use force. An attempt was made to capture him at Aoband, but he escaped. 
He then went into hiding to avoid capture by Nadir Shah’s troops. Remained at 
large until November 1931, when the Afghan Government made determined 
efforts to effect his surrender and succeeded in getting him to come in under safe 
conduct without having to resort to the employment of force. Was brought to 
Kabul by Pir Ali Haidar (W.W. 171a), where he was pardoned by the King, 
given 6,000 rupees and a house in Kabul, where he now lives. 

A man of considerable influence amongst Ghilzais. Reported to be 
pro-Amanullah, and is still under surveillance on this account. He periodically 
visits Chaharbagh. 

Is now (1937) a contractor for the supply of wool to the Afghan Government. 

15. [Nil.] 

16. Ahmad Ali Jan (or Khan) (W.W. 140). —Sardar, Muhammadzai. Born 
1899. Son of Suleiman Khan and cousin of the late King Nadir Shah. Brother 
of Ali Shah Khan. Appointed A.D.C. to King Amanullah 1923, but incurred 
his displeasure by marrying, without his approval, a daughter of Prince Musa 
Khan (W.W. 461a). Governor of Jalalabad in 1923-24. Imprisoned by 
Bacha-i-Saqao in April 1929, but was released in October. Appointed Minister 
in Paris, November 1929, and transferred to London, June 1931. Represented 
Afghanistan at the Economic Conference, London, 1933. Relieved in July 1933 
and appointed Minister of Education. Returned to Kabul in October 1933. In 
1936 Minister of Education. Left Kabul in November 1937 on appointment as 
Ambassador at Tehran. 

Is a pleasant man, a keen sportsman, but not very capable. Appears to be 
lazy. Is said to be pro-British and is always very friendly to members of the 
British Legation, Kabul. His wife was educated in England and speaks and 
writes English perfectly. Ho himself speaks English, French and Urdu. Has a 
son born about 1926. 

17. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141).—Firqa Mishar (major-general). Tajik. 
Son of Abdul Wahid Khan. Born 1886. Known as Ahmad Ali Khan “ Lodin.” 

Appointed Afghan agent at Bombay January 1917. Was in Kabul March 
1919. Appointed Afghan consul in Peshawar November 1919, but was not 
permitted to enter British territory. Wrote to Ameer saying this was due to his 
having been Mehmandar (entertainment officer) to the Russians in Kabul. 
Appointed Sarhaddar (frontier officer) at Dakka September 1920. Relieved in 
March 1921, but remained as a political officer. Was said to be much trusted by 
the Ameer, who refused to listen to complaints against him. Relieved and returned 
to Kabul November 1921. Appointed Hakim-i-Kalan (Governor), Kohistan, 
December 1921. Was Governor of the Eastern Province during the crisis over 
the Landi Kotal murders, and organised pursuit of Ardali and Daud Shah 
(W.W. 237). Governed his province harshly and disgraced Mir Zaman of 
Kunar. Appointed Minister, Berlin, September 1925. Returned to Kabul 1927. 
Chief of Kabul Municipality, November 1928. Sent to Charikar to raise 
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recruits, December 1928, but failed. Fled with Amanullah to India, May 1929, 
and with Inayatullah to Persia. Returned to Kabul, December 1929. Officiating 
Minister of Court, January 1930. Deputy War Minister, April 1930. Appointed 
Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Administrator), Kataghan and 
Badakhshan, July 1930. Relieved by Naib Salar (General) Muhammad Ghaus 
Khan (W.W. 262) and went to Mazar-i-Sharif as Deputy Governor. On 
departure of Muhammad Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) in May 1931 to Russia for 
medical treatment, was appointed to officiate as Rais-i-Tanzimieh, Northern 
Provinces. Returned to Kabul, January 1932, and appointed First Muin 
(secretary equivalent to adjutant-general), War Office. Granted (1935) some of 
the Charki family land. 

A clever, capable man, with considerable force of character. Whilst in 
India proved courteous, able and sensible. Always smartly turned out, and is 
said to be one of the most capable of the Afghan army officers. Speaks German 
and is popular with the German instructors, whose methods he is said to prefer 
to those of the Turkish instructors. His attitude to the British is difficult to 
gauge, but he is invariably courteous. In J936 still adjutant-general (the title is 
now Rais-i-Urdu). Has been reported to be pro-Amanullah. Said to be corrupt 
and a flatterer. 

18. Ahmad Shah Khan (W.W. 149).—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Muhammad Asaf Khan. Born at Dehra Dun 1889. Returned to 
Afghanistan 1901. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah Khan to India in 1907. 
On the night of the murder of Ameer Habibullah Khan (1919) was in command 
of the guard. The sepoys of the Ghund-i-Ardalian (an infantry unit), whose 
colonel, Ali Shah Reza, was executed as the actual murderer, believed that 
Ahmad Shah Khan was the real murderer and that their colonel had been 
made a scapegoat. It is stated, however, on excellent authority that the 
actual murderer was not Ahmad Shah Khan. Married a sister of the late 
Shaghassi Ali Ahmad Khan, one time Wali of Kabul. Was an A.D.C. of 
ex-King Amanullah. Went to Europe via India in 1929 with a message 
from Bacha-i-Saqao to Nadir Khan. Returned to Kabul early 1930. 
Appointed Wazir-i-Darbar (Minister of Court) April 1930. In March 
1932 went on pilgrimage to Mecca as representative of the King and 
negotiated a “ Treaty of Friendship ” with Saudi Arabia. Visited India in the 
spring of 1933 for medical treatment, where he married a second wife. His eldest 
daughter was married to King Zahir Shah in November 1931. Speaks English 
and Urdu and is a pleasant, well-mannered and easy-going man. In 1934 was 
reported to be on bad terms with the Premier. Is perhaps a little bored with his 
present appointment as Wazir-i-Darbar (1937). Visited India in November 
1936. A daughter born to him in December 1937. 

His four sisters were married to— 

(a) Late King Nadir Shah. 

(b) Late Muhammad Aziz Khan, brother of (a). 

(c) N. S. Abdul Ghani Khan (W.W. 34). 

(d) Muhammad Akbar Khan (W.W. 161). 

19. Ali Muhammad Khan Mirza (W.W. 179).—A brother-in-law of the 
Ameer Habibullah. Travelled in Europe, and on return (1923) was appointed as 
assistant in the Ministry of Education. In 1925 promoted Under-Secretary, 
Ministry of Education. Appointed Minister at Rome, February 1927. Was with 
Amanullah in London March 1928. Minister of Commerce November 1928. A 
member of Bacha-i-Saqao’s “ Council for the Maintenance of Order ” February 
1929. Appointed Minister of Education November 1929. In June 1933 was 
appointed Afghan representative at the Economic Conference, London, and in 
July was appointed Afghan Minister, London. Appointed Minister in 
Switzerland and representative of Afghanistan to the League of Nations 
February 1935, but was still in London in June 1935. Selected to represent 
Afghanistan at the Fourth International Hospital Conference in Rome in May 
1935. Summoned to Kabul July 1935, and arrived there the same month via 
Moscow and Termez. Returned to London via India in October. Speaks English 
and is intelligent and capable. Is still (1937) Afghan Minister in London. 

Repiesented King Zahir Shah at funeral of King George V in London 
January 1936. 












15 


20. Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182).—Indian of Multan. Son of Khan Bahadur 
Rab Nawaz Khan, honorary magistrate, Multan. As a student in Lahore ran 
away to Afghanistan. In' Jalalabad (1920) was an assistant editor of the 
Ittihad-i-Mashriqi. A superintendent of schools, Jalalabad Circle. Was agent 
of the Indian Revolutionary party in Afghanistan and Tashkent and channel of 
communication between them and the Hindustani Fanatics. In 1927 was 
employed by the Deutsch-Afghanische Company as an interpreter. Helped Nadir 
Shah in his advance on Kabul 1929. Appointed Minister of Court October 1929, 
and equerry November 1929. Was appointed to supervise the work on 
Dar-ul-Aman May 1930. In July 1930 accompanied the Minister of Justice 
(W.W. 256) to Ghazni for negotiations with the Suleiman Khel, in which he is 
reputed to have done well. Left Kabul for Europe via India in April 1931, 
ostensibly for medical treatment, returning to Kabul in November 1931. In March 
1932 again went to Europe for the same reason, and returned in January 1933. 
In June 1933 was appointed Minister of Public Works, but spent most of the 
year in the Southern Province in connexion with the disturbances there. Left 
Kabul on visit to Europe, ostensibly for medical treatment December 1933, but 
in reality, it is believed, to enquire about the trial of Said Kemal, the murderer 
of Sardar Muhammad Aziz, and to discuss affairs of State with Sardar Shah 
Wali Khan (W.W. 585). Popular rumour in Kabul said he had been sent to 
assassinate ex-King Amanullah. In spite of rumours that he was returning to 
Kabul, was still (1935) in Europe. Appointed Minister, Berlin, 1935, but was 
not at first accepted by the German Government owing to his being the repre¬ 
sentative at the trial of Said Kemal. Was devotedly attached to the late King 
Nadir Shah. Does not appear to be violently anti-British. His life has been 
threatened by the Amanullah party. Still in Berlin in October 1935, where 
Afghan Government are still anxious to have him accepted as their Minister. 
Trusted by the Prime Minister (W.W. 337), who considers him very capable. 
His Berlin appointment has at last been accepted by the German Government. 
Still (1937) Afghan Minister in Berlin. Travelled to Kabul by German monoplane 
(August 1937). Returned to Germany with his family (October 1937). 

21. Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183).—Ex-King of Afghanistan, third son of 
the Ameer Habibullah Khan by the Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 346). Born the 1st June, 
1892. In 1914 married Souriya, daughter of the late Sardar Mahmud Tarzi. 
In 1916 was reported to be friendly with the German mission in Kabul and in 
favour of intervention in the war against Britain. When the Court moved to 
Jalalabad in the winter of 1918-19 ho remained behind as Governor of Kabul, 
and was in a very strong position, with control of the arsenal, treasury and stores, 
when the Ameer was murdered in February 1919. fie proclaimed himself Ameer, 
declared his uncle Nasrullah a usurper, and accused him of complicity in the 
murder. The troops in Jalalabad and Kabul sided with him and Nasrullah was 
compelled to submit. On the 27th February was formally crowned by the Ta’gao 
Mullah, and in a speech stated that Inayatullah (W.W. 366) had by his 
recognition of Nasrullah’s usurpation forfeited his claim to the throne. On the 
13th April held a special durbar in Kabul for the trial of those accused of the 
Ameer’s murder, and at its conclusion a colonel, named Ali Shah Reza, generally 
regarded as a mere scapegoat, was sentenced to death and was executed. Sardar 
Nasrullah and others were sentenced to imprisonment for life. Amanullah soon 
found his position threatened by intrigue on behalf of Inayatullah and the 
restiveness of the army, who were not satisfied Avith the enquiry made into the 
murder of Habibullah. The army Avas therefore despatched to the Indian 
frontier, in order to divert its attention and to take advantage of the disturbances 
in India should these develop into open rebellion. The Commander-in-chief 
apparently exceeded his instructions and precipitated hostilities, which resulted 
in the Third Afghan War. A variety of considerations led to the grant of 
lenient terms to Afghanistan, including the recognition of her complete 
independence. As a result Amanullah Khan was able to claim that he had won 
the freedom of his country by the sword, and, by the conclusion of treaties with 
a number of European countries, that he had brought about the recognition of 
Afghanistan on a basis of equality by the Great Powers. These tactics gained 
him considerable prestige, both in his own country and throughout the East. 
This prestige tended to increase his natural vanity and render him impatient of 
advice. Through his wife he had been brought under “ Young Turk ” influence, 
and he proceeded to carry out a fantastically rapid programme of reform without 
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regard for the backwardness and prejudice of his people, particularly the mullahs. 
He failed to profit by the warning sounded by several rebellions, the most serious 
of which was the Khost rising of 1924, and continued to spend his revenues on 
schemes for social or educational progress, whilst neglecting his army. These 
tendencies were exaggerated as a result of his European tour of 1927-28, and 
particularly, it is believed, as a result of his visit to Mustafa Kemal at Angora. 
In the autumn of 1928 the Shinwaris rose in revolt and were soon followed by 
other tribes. Bacha-i-Saqao, a brigand of low birth, attacked Kabul in December 
1928 and again in January 1929. Amanullah announced his abdication in 
favour of Inayatullah on the 14th January and fled to Kandahar a day or two 
slater. At Kandahar attempted to rally support for Durrani dynasty and 
formally rescinded his abdication. In April he advanced on Kabul, but owing 
to the hostility of the Ghilzais was repulsed near Ghazni and defeated at Mukur. 
Arrived at Cnaman with his family on the 23rd May, and sailed from Bombay 
for Italy on the 22nd June, 1929. Visited Mustafa Kemal in Angora in February 
1930, returning to Italy. Revisited Turkey again for three months in June. 
Left Constantinople hurriedly for Italy. Returned to Turkey in September, 
but went back and spent the winter in Italy. Left Naples for Jedda to perform 
pilgrimage on the 5th April, 1931, with the object of either rehabilitating himself 
in Moslem eyes, or for concerting measures for the recovery of his throne. 
Published a letter decrying King Nadir and his regime. Left Jedda for Suez, the 
9th May, 1931. His Mecca party included Muhammad Adib (W.W. 137), brother 
of Soufiya, Abdul Fateh Tarzi (W.W. 20a), the late Ghulam Nabi, Shuja-ud 
Daulah (W.W. 612), and two officials of the Angora Embassy, Fazal Ahmad and 
Abdul Aziz. Returned to Italy, via Alexandria, the 21st May. Left Rome for 
Switzerland, the 20th June, 1931, stayed at Montreux. Visited Rome in July and 
returned to Switzerland. Visited Montecatini in September, and was back in 
Rome by the beginning of November. Left Rome on short visits to Naples in 
December 1931 and Venice in March 1932. At Venice reported to have met 
Afghan Minister from Berlin; more likely it was Abdul Hadi Khan (W.W. 38). 
Said to have definite understandings with Soviet and Persia and to have many 
friends in Germany. Constant rumours of his whereabouts and intentions were 
circulated among the tribes on both sides of the border during 1932, culminating 
in one, which was put about during the Dare Khel revolt in November, to the 
effect that he was in Gardez. The ex-King was, however, in Italy or Switzerland 
throughout the year. He was reported to be writing his autobiography, and to 
be going to Russia when he had finished it to have it published by the Soviet. 
This has never materialised. In Europe he has constantly intrigued against the 
present Afghan regime with a view to regaining his throne. In July 1933 he 
visited Constantinople and held a meeting of his principal supporters there. 
Reported to have tried, unsuccessfully, to obtain Soviet support to his efforts. 
The execution of the late Ghulam Nabi, one of his chief adherents, intensified 
his hostility against the Yahya Khel. Members of his party were responsible for 
the assassinations of King Nadir Shah (Kabul 1933) and his brother Muhammad 
Aziz (Berlin 1933) and are active in intriguing on Amanullah’s behalf. His 
chief supporter in Europe is Ghulam Siddiq (W.W. 309), a brother of the late 
Ghulam Nabi. Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. Receives 
an annual allowance of about £150 a month from the Italian Government. In 
March 1935 again performed the pilgrimage to Mecca, where he met a number 
of sympathisers, especially Indians, but appears to have effected little. Returned 
to Rome, where he normally lives. Since then his adherents in Europe and Asia 
have been active in spreading propaganda against the present Afghan regime 
amongst the North-West Frontier tribes. He owns property in Switzerland, 
which he occasionally visits. Has three sons and four daughters. Different 
opinions are held as to the possibility of his return, but this seems unlikely unless 
the situation in Afghanistan seriously deteriorates, possibly as the result of 
further assassinations of members of the present ruling family, or feeling on the 
Indian side of the border definitely turns in favour of initiating an incursion 
into Afghanistan on his behalf. Since he has been living in Italy he invariably 
leaves for Switzerland during the summer months, but, in 1935, instead of going 
to Switzerland he rented a large house in Stresa in Northern Italy, and took with 
him his family and Hasan Jan Muhammad, his brother-in-law. Returned to 
Rome after a short visit to Montreux on the 17th August, and believed to be in 
Rome (1937). Visited Mecca again in 1935. Rumoured to draw an allowance 
from Russia. 
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22. Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199).—Sardar, Muhammadzai, Firqa Mishar 
(major-general). Born 1911. Is a son of the late Ameer Habibullah by the Ulya 
Janab, sister of the late King Nadir Shah. Is thus a half-brother of ex-King 
Amanullah and a cousin of King Zahir Shah. Educated at the French school, 
Kabul, and speaks French fluently. Imprisoned in Kabul by Bacha-i-Saqao in 
1929 and grossly ill-treated. In November 1929 visited Lahore for medical treat¬ 
ment. On return was appointed Sar-i-Os (Commander of the Royal Bodyguard) 
and A.D.C. to the Minister of War. Appointed to officiate as second secretary 
(equivalent to quartermaster-general) War Office, in addition to his other duties, 
in December 1930. In 1931 qualified at the Infantry Officers’ School, Kabul. 
Promoted Firqa Mishar and appointed General Officer Commanding, Guards 
Division, 1933. In 1934 acted as Officer Commanding Infantry Officers’ School, 
in the absence of the German instructor, Major Christenn. Is still (1937) General 
Officer Commanding, Guards Division, and, as such, in command of the Arq and 
household troops, including the Hazirbashes (personal bodyguards of the Royal 
family). He is also in charge of the advanced course for officers. Nervous in 
manner; appears to be intelligent and to take a keen interest in his command. 
Is important as the lineal representative of both the ‘ ‘ Kabul ’ ’ and ‘ ‘ Peshawar ’ ’ 
Sardars. Has a son born in 1934. Unconfirmed reports that he is not entirely 
loyal to the Yahya Khel have been received from time to time. 

Went to Persia to attend the millenary celebrations of the poet Firdausi, 
October 1934, and returned to Kabul in the same month, having met Reza Shah. 

Left Kabul for Europe (March 1937) and represented King Zahir Shah at 
the Coronation of King George YI. Attended Turkish manoeuvres (August 1937) 
and returned to Kabul (September 1937). 

Appears to take his profession seriously and is popular. Has acquired more 
savoir faire of recent years. 

23. Ata Muhammad Khan (W.W. 207).—Haji, Tokhi. Son of the late 
Sardar Abdullah Khan, who was Governor of Mazar in the time of Ameer 
Habibullah. Order of Astor. Quarrelled with Hashim Khan in the time of 
Ameer Habibullah. Was in Jalalabad when Ameer Habibullah was murdered; 
was arrested and condemned to death, but was reprieved at last moment. Again 
arrested on suspicion of complicity in unsuccessful attempt on Amanullah’s life 
at Paghman in 1920, but released at Mahmud Tarzi’s request. Appointed 
diplomatic representative, Bokhara, but his arrival coincided with the Bolshevik 
revolt (1920) and he returned to Mazar. Was one of Afghan officials ordered to 
render secret assistance to Enver Pasha in Central Asia (1922). Unemployed 
for four years. Appointed Governor of Balkh at time of Amanullah’s visit to 
Mazar (1928) just prior to latter’s visit to Europe, and awarded the Order of 
Astor. During the revolution fought against the Saqavi forces of Abdur Rahim 
(W.W. 89), Avas defeated and fled to Tashkent. Accompanied the late Ghulam 
Nabi in his unsuccessful effort to recapture Northern Afghanistan in April 1929, 
and again retired to Russian territory. Appears to have returned to Afghanistan 
soon after Nadir Shah’s accession. Was a member of the Commission of Recon¬ 
struction sent under Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) to Mazar-i-Sharif in March 1930. 
Commanded a flying column during operations against lbahim Beg 1931. 
Promoted Firqa Mishar (major-general) and awarded the Order of Astor 
2nd class, 1931. Appointed a member of the Council of Nobles December 1931. 
Visited Mecca in 1932. Is still (1937) a member of the Council of Nobles. Has a 
reputation for courage. Is reported to be pro-Russian. 

24. Ata-ul-Haq (W.W. 209).—Born about 1885. Eldest son of the late 
Khwaja Jan of Serai Khwaja, Koh-i-Daman. Brother of the late Sher Jan and 
the late Muhammad Sadiq Khan, two of the Bacha-i-Saqao’s officials. Lived in 
India until he was 16. Accompanied Ameer Habibullah on his tour in India 
1907. In July 1920 appointed to command at Kalat-i-Ghilzai, and was suspended 
in March 1923 for inefficient handling of the Wazirs. Took over command of 
Kandahar Infantry Brigade April 1923. Spent two years in Moscow in charge 
of Afghan students. Appointed Foreign Minister by Bacha-i-Saqao June 1929. 
Arrested with Bacha-i-Saqao November 1929 on capture of Kabul by Nadir Shah. 
Is still (1936) in jail in Kabul. Is well educated and possesses pleasant manners. 

25. Badshah Gul I (Fazl-i-Akbar) (W.W. 224).—Haji Khel, Mohmand. 
Eldest son of the late Haji of Turangzai (W.W. 257). One of the leading anti- 
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British Mohmands. Has for several years paid occasional visits to Kabul. Is 
believed to communicate with the Soviet Embassy and the Ghadr party there. 
Took a prominent part in the Mohmand disturbances of 1933, and acted as 
intermediary between the Mohmands and Afghan Government. Supported the 
Faqir of Alingar in his attacks on Loe-Agra in 1935. Is apparently pro-Yahya 
Khel. Leader of the Mohmands against us in August 1935. Brought to Kabul 
by the Afghan Foreign Minister September 1935. Afghan Government are 
considering settling him in Afghanistan at a distance from the North-West 
Frontier. Is a personal friend of the Prime Minister (W.W. 337). Has two sons 
at school in Kabul being educated at State expense. 

Left Kabul in March 1936 for his home, and Afghan Prime Minister states 
that he has undertaken to return to Kabul when asked to do so. Whilst in Kabul 
the Afghan Prime Minister tried to educate him with a view to broadening his 
outlook, but allowed him to return to Mohmand country after a few months. 
The mantle of the Haji of Turangzai has fallen on his shoulders. 

26. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243).—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Gul Muhammad Khan (W.W. 317). Born about 1892. Was secretary 
to the late Muhammad Aslam Khan, Afghan Envoy, Tashkent. Returned to 
Kabul March 1920. Adviser to the late Muhammad Wali Khan, Afghan Envoy 
to Moscow 1920. Returned from Moscow and in charge of arrangements for the 
Suritz party September 1920. Arrived Tashkent the 5th January, 1921, en route 
to Moscow. Appointed first counsellor to Muhammad Wali’s mission to Europe 
1921 which visited London, America, Paris and Rome. First Under-Secretary 
in the Foreign Office 1922. In addition acted as Minister of Education 1923. 
Appointed Minister of Education March 1924. A member of Bacha-i-Saqao’s 
“ Council for the Maintenance of Order ” April 1929, although at one time the 
Bacha had condemned him to death. Appointed Foreign Minister by King Nadir 
Shah November 1929. Went on pilgrimage to Mecca in 1933. Well educated and 
intelligent, has a good name for honesty in financial matters. Is friendly, 
insincere and self indulgent, particularly as regards drugs, the use of which 
renders him incapable of sustained mental effort. Prefers airy discourse of 
abstract principles to discussion of practical details, and is tiresome when he 
feels obliged to live up to his reputation as a humorist. Was sent to Eastern 
Province in September 1935 to dissuade Afghans from joining Mohmand 
Lashkars. Held a jirga at Dakka, and appears to have achieved some success in 
his object. Returned to Kabul the 23rd September, taking Badshah Gul 1 
(W.W. 224) with him. Left Kabul December 1935 for an extended European 
tour. 

Visited Iraq and Turkey, where he was well received. Later went to Paris, 
where he saw M. Flandin, and Geneva. In London was received in audience by 
The King and had conversations with the Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs 
and India, Mr. Eden and Lord Zetland. Saw Herr Hitler in Berlin and finally 
reached Kabul in April 1936 via Moscow. Again visited Europe in 1936, and 
returned in January 1937. 

27. Fazl Ahmad Khan (W.W. 250).—Hazrat Sahib of Chaughatan, Herat. 
Son of Abdul Wahab and grandson of Hazrat Muhammad Umar Jan of the 
family of Sirhind Pirs. Born 1892 at Bakharz in East Persia, where his father 
was in exile. The family returned to Afghanistan in 1902. Qualified as a judge 
in religious matters. Visited Nadir Shah on his accession in 1929, and was 
appointed Assistant Minister of Justice 1930, and officiating Minister of Justice 
vice Sher Agha (W.W. 256) in 1932. After Nadir Shah’s assassination visited 
Kandahar to spread propaganda in favour of King Zahir Shah. Appointed 
Minister of Justice 1934. Member of the joint Perso-Afghan Commission to 
enquire into the Zorabad (Iran) incident December 1934. His family is influential 
and receives an allowance from the Afghan Government, but he himself lacks 
influence and character. He has pleasant manners and is friendly. Married in 
1930 a daughter of Sher Agha (W.W. 256). Still (1937) Minister of Justice. 

28. Fazal Ilahi (W.W. 255).—Indian, Maulvi. Born at Wazirabad, 
Gujranwala 1882. Son of Haji Miran Bakhsh. 

After matriculating from the Scottish Mission School, joined the Canal 
Department and was later employed on the North-Western Railway He had 
always been religiously inclined, and used to receive instructions in Sufism from 
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Sufi Wali Muhammad of Fatuhi Walla in Lahore District. In 1905 he visited 
Asmas. In 1907 he resigned his post and devoted himself to the study of the 
Koran. Accompanied a messenger of the Ameer-ul-Mujahidin on a tour through 
India in 1908, collecting for the Mujahidin cause. Later he was made trustee of 
the Muhajidin fund for the Punjab. Still continued to pay occasional visits to 
Asmas, and at the beginning of 1915 he and his brother facilitated the flight of 
the Lahore students to the Mujahidin colony. During the Mohmand disturbances 
of 1915 Fazal Ilahi toured India collecting subscriptions for the Mujahidin who 
were taking part. On his return to Wazirabad was arrested and interned in 
Jullundur jail. Released in 1918 and confined to the Wazirabad Tehsil. In the 
middle of 1920 slipped off to Kabul and thence to the Mujahidin colony at 
Chamarkand, where with the help -of the late Maulvi Bashir he worked for the 
downfall of Niamatullah, Ameer at Asmas. In 1921 proclaimed himself Ameer 
of Chamarkand. Was chief instigator of the murder of Ameer Niamatullah. In 
1923 a dispute arose between Fazal Ilahi and Maulvi Bashir over the Ameership 
at Chamarkand, and in November 1925 Maulvi Bashir persuaded the Ameer of 
Asmas to join with him in evicting Fazal Ilahi. The latter, realising his 
weakness, abdicated at the beginning of 1926 and proceeded to Asmas. In March 
1926 returned to Chamarkand, but did not take charge, the colony being 
controlled by a committee. In January 1927 the dispute between Maulvi Bashii 
and Fazal Ilahi was settled by a jirga of mullahs and the late Haji of Turangzai 
(W.W. 257) at Chamarkand. The settlement and property were divided equally, 
but Bashir having the larger following was declared Ameer. Joined the Haji 
during the Mohmand unrest 1927 and May 1930. Was evicted from Dir in 1931. 
Took part in the Bajaur disturbances of 1932 and worked on behalf of Congress 
and redshirt prisoners in India. Was summoned to Kabul in April 1932 and 
interviewed by King Nadir. Remained a bitter enemy of the late Maulvi Bashir, 
for whose murder in 1934 Fazal Ilahi was believed to be responsible. He 
frequently visited Kabul, where he was formerly in touch with the Russian 
Embassy and Ghadr party, and according to Afghan official information still is 
so. In 1934 he was reported to be spreading pro-Amanullah propaganda in 
Kunar. A friend of Fazal Maksum. Was evicted from Chamarkand in January 
1935, since when he has been endeavouring to become Ameer of Chamarkand 
Colony, but in March 1936 his claim was rejected by a large jirga. 

29. Fazal-i-Umar (Slier Agha) (W.W. 256).—A member of the family of 
Sirhind Pirs established in Kabul. Son of Qayum Khan, deceased, Hazrat Sahib 
of Shor Bazar. Assumed the title of Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazar on the death 
of his elder brother, Sher Agha in 1925, the latter having succeeded to the title 
on his father’s death. In 1926 went on pilgrimage to Mecca and did not return 
to Kabul, but eventually went to Dera Ismail Khan, where in 1928 he was 
intriguing against Amanullah. Was expelled from the North-West Frontier 
Province in March 1928 under Frontier Security Regulations for preaching 
against the Afghan Government. In September 1928 Amanullah asked him to 
return to Afghanistan but he refused. After the abdication of King Amanullah 
he went to the Southern Province where he assisted Nadir Shah. Appointed 
Minister of Justice November 1929. In July 1930 was sent as Rais-i-Tanzimieh 
(Supreme Civil and Military Administrator) of the Ghazni area and returned to 
Kabul at the end of August. In June his daughter married Fazal Ahmad Khan, 
Hazrat Sahib of Chaughatan, Herat (W.W. 250). In December 1931 tendered his 
resignation and ceased working as Minister. He was reported at this time to 
be spreading anti-Nadir propaganda. His resignation, however, w r as not accepted 
until December 1932. Was granted a visa in December 1932 to proceed to India, 
from whence he was to have proceeded on pilgrimage to Mecca, but owing to the 
death of his mother he returned to Kabul. Visited Sirhind, India, in February 
1935, and was instructed by the Afghan Government to persuade the Hazrat of 
Chaharbagh to return to Afghanistan. Reactionary and opposed to progressive 
reforms. His wholehearted support of King Zahir Shah is therefore doubtful, and 
he is not trusted by the Afghan Government. On the other hand, is probably not 
pro-Amanullah. He appears to have been in favour of “ jehad ” on behalf of 
the Mohmands September 1935, when he visited the Southern Province and 
brought back to Kabul the principal religious leaders who, after holding meetings 
in his house tried to induce the Prime Minister to declare “jehad.” Wields 
great influence amongst the Suleiman Khel Ghilzais. Said to favour friendship 
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with the British as opposed to the Soviet. Is said to be on bad terms with Saiyid 
Hasan (W.W. 546). Prime Minister doubts his loyalty, and would have liked in 
1935 to arrest him, but was afraid to do so. 

Given a fort and 70 acres of land in Chahardeh by King Zahir Shah (March 
1936). Visited Mecca, December 1937. 

I 30. [Nil.] 

31. Fazal Rahim (see Rasul Jan, A gha). 

32. Ghaus-ud-Din (W.W. 264).—Patullah, Ahmadzai, Ghilzai. Son of the 
late Jehandad Khan, who was implicated in the Ahmadzai Mangal revolt of 
1912, and executed for insolence in 1914. In ,1915 was concerned in a conspiracy 
against Ameer Habibullah with Akram Khan and Azam Khan, sons of the late 
Ayub Khan. Was confined in Jubbulpore jail. Given permission to return 
to Afghanistan by ex-King Amanullah. His father’s family lands and property 
were restored to him in November 1920. Arrested March 1924 and detained in the 
Arq whilst there was trouble in Khost, but later released and proceeded to Khost, 
where his handling of the Ahmadzai Ghilzais in the Ameer’s favour gained him 
the title of “ Mir Afghan.” Awarded 1^ lakhs of rupees for his services. Made 
overtures to the British Government after the flight of Amanullah to Kandahar 
January 1929. Lent his support to Nadir Khan in the Southern Province ana 
raised a lashkar of Ahmadzais. His treachery, on account of a bribe from 
Bacha-i-Saqao, was the cause of Nadir Khan’s defeat in the Logar Valley 
in April 1929. Again made overtures to the British Government for support 
of his claim to the throne. Fled from Hariob to Parachinar at the beginning 
of October 1929 as a result of the discovery by Nadir Khan that he was in 
communication with Bacha-i-Saqao. In Delhi under surveillance January 1930, 
from whence he was removed to Jubbulpore. Deported to Burma in May 1930. 
A deceitful, treacherous and untrustworthy man, who is always intriguing 
for his own ends. Has since been transferred to Kodai Kanal, Madras Presidency, 
from Burma (1936). Requested permission for his family to return to 
Afghanistan in 1936, on which the Afghan Government offered to allow him to 
return also, but on conditions which were unacceptable to him. 

33. Ghulam Ahmad Khan (W.W. 292).—Son of the late Shahghassi Ali 
Ahmad Jan, and grandson of the late Luinab Khushdil Khan. Married to a 
niece of Sardar Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) in 1927. Appointed 
aide-de-camp to his father when the latter was Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil 
and Military Administrator) of the Eastern Province in 1924. Left Kabul for 
Kandahar via Peshawar and Quetta, the 10th March, 1929. Returned to Quetta 
on his father’s arrest by Bacha-i-Saqao and proceeded to Peshawar, September 

1929. Returned to Kabul on the accession of Nadir Khan. Accompanied Shah 
Wali (W.W. 585) to Bombay, December 1929. Returned to Kabul 1930 (April). 
In January 1932 visited Lahore for medical treatment, returning to Kabul in 
March. Went into partnership with Chandan Khan, agent for Burma Shell 
Company, and managed the petrol business in Kabul. Visited India five times 
during the period April-December 1932. Assistant manager of the Petrol 
Company of Afghanistan 1933. In March 1935 appointed Deputy Minister of 
Court. His stepmother, Suraj-ul-Benat, is a sister of ex-King Amanullah. 
Assistant manager of the new petrol company in 1936. 

34. Ghulam Faruq Khan (W.W. 273).—Muhammadzai. Son of the late 
Sardar Muhammad Usman Khan. Employed in the Afghan Cypher Department 
1926. Assistant manager Motorani Company. Arrested with his father at the 
same time as ex-King Amanullah arrested the Hazrat Sahibs of Shor Bazar, 
September 1928. Released October 1928. Arrived in Peshawar from Kabul by 
air February 1929 accompanied by one of the younger Hazrat Sahibs, Sanai 
Maksum. Returned to Afghanistan with Sardar Hashim Khan March 1929. 
Later was employed on propaganda work for Hashim Khan in Mohmand country. 
Arrived Peshawar via Shabkadr, September. Left for Ali Khel via Parachinar 
October 1929. Appointed Under-Secretary to the Minister of the Interior 
December 1929. Appointed Governor of the Eastern Province December 

1930. In January 1932 married the daughter of Ghulam Muhammad 
(W.W. 289). His first wife, daughter of the late Sardar Muhammad Aziz Khan, 
died some time before. In April 1932 was in touch with Afridis and Mohmands, 
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including Badshah Gul (W.W. 224). In July the Safis of Kunar complained of 
his harsh treatment. Left Jalalabad on the 1st December, 1932, on relief by 
Muhammad Qasim Khan (W.W. 506) and took over the Governorship of 
Kandahar. Returned temporarily to Jalalabad in December 1932 to deal with 
Hassan Khan (W.W. 344), in which he was successful. Did well as Governor of 
Kandahar and displayed considerable energy. Was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala in 
January 1933. In July 1935 appointed Governor of Herat in succession to Abdur 
Rahim. A great favourite of the Prime Minister (W.W. 337). Still (1937) 
Governor of Herat. Is capable and hard-working, believed to be loyal to the 
existing regime. Keen on road and building development (1936). 

35. Ghularn Haidar (W.W. 275).—Mirza. Wardaki. Son of Ghulam Raza, 
and brother of Mirza Ghulam Muhammad, Wardaki (W.W. 288). Was Afghan 
Postmaster in Peshawar 1903-19. Trusted by Ameer Habibullah. His office was 
one of the centres of espionage in India. Held lucrative post of forwarding 
agent at Peshawar, but relieved in 1916 by Ali Ahmad Khan. Arrested in 
Peshawar in May 1919 for violent anti-British intrigue and interned in Burma. 
Released and returned to Afghanistan on conclusion of peace. Left Kabul on the 
29th September, 1920, for Bokhara to act as Afghan Envoy there. In November 
1920 he was reported to be head clerk to the special mission to Russia. During 
March 1921 he returned to Bokhara from Tashkent with Abdul Iladi’s mission. 
Arrived Kabul July 1921. Appointed Under-Secretary in charge of Russia and 
Turkestan Branch of Foreign Office in 1923. In January 1924 appointed 
Collector of Customs, Kandahar. Employed as Under-Secretary in the Ministry 
of Revenue, Kabul, June 1929. Chairman of Trade Disputes in Kabul (1930) and 
appointed Deputy-Director Posts and Telegraphs early 1931. Relieved of 
appointment of chairman of Trade Disputes April 1932, and appointed customs 
officer, Kabul. The main backer of trading firm called Shirkat-i-Umed (Decem¬ 
ber 1932). Appointed customs officer, Herat, 1934. Is married to a sister of 
Abdul Karim (W.W. 52). Still (1937) customs officer, Herat. 

36. Ghulam Muhammad (W.W. 289).—Safi of Tagao. Firqa Mishar 
(major-general). Son of the late Sipah Salar (Commander-in-chief) Amir 
Muhammad Khan and cousin of Ulya Jan mother of Inayatullah (W.W. 366). 
Father-in-law of Ghulam Faruq (W.W. 273). Born 1886. Appointed Governor 
of Tagao in 1905. Dismissed 1906. Commanded a ghund (brigade) in Kabul 
1917. Promoted brigadier March 1919. Member of the Afghan Peace Delega¬ 
tion June 1919, and said to have been the most openly hostile of the delegates. 
Appointed Afghan Envoy at Andijan December 1919. Returned to Kabul with 
Ferghana Mission March 1920. Left Kabul for Mazar-i-Sharif April 1920. 
Summoned to Kabul by the Ameer December 1921. Reported to have been sent 
to Bamian as Hakim (Governor), which appointment he still held in 1925. 
Imprisoned for one year for corruption. Raised a force in Tagao December 1928 
to help Bacha-i-Saqao against Amanullah in the hope that Inayatullah (W.W. 366) 
would obtain the throne. Promoted Firqa Mishar (major-general) April 1930 
and appointed to command one of the Kabul divisions. Suspected to be pro- 
Amanullah (autumn 1933). In February 1935 removed from his appointment as 
divisional commander owing to discovery of financial irregularities in connexion 
with soldiers’ pay and placed on reserve list. Probably now anti-Yahya Khel, 
but although a man of some influence in his own district unlikely to create trouble 
unless disorders occur elsewhere. Still (1937) on reserve list. 

37. Ghidam Sidcliq Khan (W.W. 309).—Sardar-i-Ala. Son of the late 
Sipah Salar (Commander-in-chief) Ghulam Haider, Charkhi. Brother of 
the late Ghulam Jilani Khan, late Ghulam Nabi and Abdul Aziz (W.W. 13). 
Born 1894. Assistant to Gul Muhammad Khan, Afghan Envoy in India, 
October 1919, and a junior member of the Afghan delegation at the 
Mussooric Conference. Left Mussoorie with despatches for Kabul June 
1920, and was refused readmittance into India owing to his improper 
behaviour at Mussoorie and intrigues with seditioni *s. Appointed assistant 
president to the Muhajarin Committee, Kabul, August 1920. Second 
counsellor to the Afghan Mission under Wali Muhammad Khan which 
visited Europe in 1920. Returned from London to Kabul with despatches 
September 1921. Left again for Europe, via Peshawar, October 1921. Appointed 
Afghan Minister at Berlin 1922, where he remained until April 1926, when he 
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was relieved by Ahmad Ali (W.W. 141). Visited Angora whilst en route to 
Kabul from Berlin. Appointed first personal secretary to the King and Minister 
of Court January 1927. Appointed to officiate as Foreign Minister January 
1927 during absence of the late Mahmud Tarzi in Europe. With King Amanullah 
in Europe in 1928. Appointed Foreign Minister November 1928. Sent to 
Jalalabad to bargain with the rebels December 1928. Fled with Amanullah to 
Kandahar January 1929. Despatched to Russia by Amanullah on a special 
mission March 1929. Assumed the duties of Afghan Minister, Moscow, April 
1929. Returned Kabul December 1929. In Mecca June 1930. In Berlin 1930 
engaged in anti-Nadir activities. Set out for Afghanistan under promise of free 
pardon from the King. Arrived in Kabul the 7th March, 1931. Suspected dis¬ 
tributing agent of Amanullah’s letters in Kabul April 1931. Arrived Berlin 
the 18th July, 1931, to take up the appointment of Afghan Minister. Worked 
almost openly against his own Government and Britain during his tenure in 
Berlin, encouraging anti-British propaganda over the Dokalim Boundary 
question at the beginning of 1932 and granting a visa to Ishar Singh Ghadrite 
against the wishes of the Afghan Government. Wrote to Nadir professing his 
loyalty in July 1932. His brother, the late Ghulam Nabi, was staying with him 
in July 1932 when he was invited to return to Afghanistan by the King. As a 
result of the plot discovered when Ghulam Nabi was executed in November 1932, 
Ghulam Siddiq was dismissed from his appointment. Visited Mecca during 
spring 1933 and in touch with pro-Amanullah Afghan element amongst the 
pilgrims. Visited Constantinople in early summer and was in touch with Soviet 
representative, Bovoroi, through his brother, Abdul Aziz Khan (W.W. 13). 
Engaged in active pro-Amanullah work in Europe. Visited Berlin in November 
1933. Visited Rome in January 1934. In 1934 married Bibi Khurd 
(W.W. 230), sister of ex-Queen Souriya (W.W. 623). Lives in Berlin (1936), and 
frequently visits Rome, where he is believed to be in close touch with Amanullah 
and working hard on his behalf. Receives an annual allowance from the Italian 
Government. A close personal friend of ex-King Amanullah and greatly trusted 
by him. Speaks French, German and a little English. Bitterly opposed to present 
Afghan regime, and now ex-King Amanullah’s principal adherent in Europe. 
Stated to be wealthy and to have money invested with Haji Ghulam Haidar 
(W.W. 278). Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. Believed 
willing to work for Italian interests in Asia. 

38. Ghulam Yahya Khan (W.W. 311).—Muhammadzai. Born 1898. Son 
of Habibullah Naib Tarzi, deceased, and nephew of the late Mahmud Tarzi. 
Brother of W.W. 199, and cousin of W.W. 325. Formerly secretary of Afghan 
Legation, Berlin. Appointed Under-Secretary, Visa and Passport Branch of 
Foreign Office, June 1926. Transferred to charge of Persia and Turkey section 
of Foreign Office, November 1926. Received Order of Astor, 1st class, 
February 1927. Accompanied Amanullah to Europe 1927-28. Roughly handled 
by Bacha-i-Saqao’s men, but still in the Foreign Office, January 1929. Appointed 
Afghan Minister, Rome, December 1929. Assistant Secretary, Political Depart¬ 
ment of Foreign Office. Promoted First Secretary, Afghan Foreign Office, 1930. 
Visited Chakhansur, November 1931, in connexion with Helmand water dispute 
with Persia. Officiated for the Foreign Minister in the autumn of 1933). 
Appointed Director (Rais) of Department of Public Health February 1935. 
Appointment raised to that of Minister in June. Member of Republican party. 
A pleasant, well-mannered man of no outstanding ability. He has been reported 
to be pro-Amanullah. Speaks German and Turkish. Still (1937) Minister of 
Health. 

39. Gul A gha (see Siddiq A gha Muhammad). 

40. Habibullah Khan Tarzi (W.W. 325).—Muhammadzai. Born 1896. 
Son of the late Muhammad Zaman and nephew of the late Mahmud Tarzi. 
Cousins, W.W. 100 and W.W. 311. Was a junior Under-Secretary in Indo- 
European branch of the Foreign Office 1922-23. Proceeded to Paris as secretary 
to Mahmud Tarzi when latter was Minister at Paris. On his return to Kabul 
was appointed Under-Secretary in charge of the branch of the Foreign Office 
dealing with India and Europe. Appointed Afghan Minister in Paris, November 
1928. Relieved by Ahmad Ali Jan (W.W. 140) December 1929 and returned to 
Kabul. Third secretary in Foreign Office, May 1931. Chief delegate to the 
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Dokalim Boundary Commission, June 1932. Chief delegate on the Persian 
Boundary and Helmand Water Commission, October 1932. Visited Herat and 
Islam Kala, thence to Zulfikar and Chakhansur in this connexion. Completed 
his work on the Persian boundary survey in June 1933 and returned to Kabul. 
Appointed Minister at Tokyo in July 1933 and presented his credentials there in 
October 1933. Speaks English fluently; a pleasant, well-mannered man. Still 
Minister, Tokyo, 1937. 

41. Hazrat of Shor Bazar (see Fazl-i-Umar). 

42. Inayatullah Khan (W.W. 366).—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Eldest son 
of Ameer Habibullah Khan. His mother is the Ulya Jan Badr-ul-Haram. Born 
the 20th October, 1888. Visited India in December 1904. Held the appointment 
of Muin-us-Saltanah (“ Helper of the State ”) under Ameer Habibullah Khan. 
Created Sardar-i-Ala in 1905. Appointed Minister for Education in 1916. 
Was the recognised heir to the throne up to the time of Ameer Habibullah Khan’s 
death. Married a daughter of the late Mahmud Khan, Tarzi, and was at one 
time said to be under the latter’s influence. During Ameer Habibullah Khan’s 
reign he received an allowance of 1,30,000 rupees per annum. After the murder 
of Habibullah Khan, Sardar Nasrullah went through the form of offering him 
the throne. He, however, refused it, probably well knowing that the decision 
had already been made in Nasrullah’s favour, and that no other course was open 
to him. When Nasrullah, in turn, was compelled to yield to the claims of 
Amanullah, he had to accompany the former to Kabul. On arrival at Kabul, 
though not compelled to share Nasrullah’s imprisonment, he was kept under 
strict surveillance. At the darbar at which those accused of the murder of Ameer 
Habibullah were tried, Amanullah decreed that Inayatullah had forfeited all his 
claims by his cowardly acquiescence in Nasrullah’s usurpation of the throne and 
by his failure to take any steps to discover the authors of the crime. He was 
told that it would be advisable that he should retire into private life and take no 
further part in public affairs. Although occasionally seen in public, he undertook 
no Government work, and was presumably deprived of his appointment of 
Muin-us-Saltanah, &c. In October 1919 he was reported to have been arrested 
by the Ameer, and to be practically confined to his house until 1922. There was 
an abortive rising by the Safi regiment in his favour in June 1920. This regiment 
was raised in Tagao by Inayatullah. Sanctioned a yearly allowance of 1^ lakhs 
of rupees and an escort of twenty men, March 1921. He consistently refused to 
take up any Government appointment. In July 1922 was allowed a certain 
measure of freedom, which was increased until he moved about apparently without 
restriction. When Bacha-i-Saqao attacked Kabul on the 14th December, 1928, 
was summoned by the King and confined in the Arq. Forced to accept the throne 
on Amanullah’s abdication, the 14th January, 1929, but on being besieged in 
the Arq by Bacha-i-Saqao, abdicated on the 17th January, 1929, on condition 
that he and his family were sent to Kandahar by air. Evacuated to Peshawar 
with his family in the Royal Air Force planes, the 18th January, 1929, and 
proceeded to join Amanullah in Kandahar. Fled with Amanullah to Bombay, 
the 23rd May, 1929. Sailed from Bombay for Persia, via Basra, the 6th July, 

1929. Arrived in Tehran, the 27th July, 1929. Left Tehran for Europe, May 

1930, and was in Berlin believed plotting against Nadir Khan. Applied for 
permission to reside in England for six months (June 1931). Visited England, 
August 1931, and stayed three weeks in London with his wife and eldest son 
Khalilullah (W.W. 399). Then joined Amanullah in Rome. Visited Con¬ 
stantinople for his nephew’s wedding, December 1931, and then went on to Tehran, 
where his sister joined him from Kabul. In receipt of 800 tomans per month 
from Persian Government in February 1932. In August the Persian Government 
were said to be intending to discontinue this allowance, his sole means. Since 
then has remained in Tehran, where he now resides. Probable that the allowance 
made him by the Persian Government has been stopped, and that he is living in 
comparative penury. His sister, who had been with Amanullah in Rome, joined 
him in the autumn of 1933. Is periodically the subject of rumours in 
Afghanistan, generally to the effect that he has arrived, or is expected to arrive, 
in some part of the country. Lacks initiative, intellect and energy, but combines 
dignity with pleasant manners, and had a reputation for being honourable and 
straightforward. An agent of Inayatullah was reported to have visited 
Afghanistan in May 1935. Still (1936) in Tehran. 
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43. Mahmud Jan (W.W. 415).—Sardar-i-Ala, Shahgassi, Barakzai. Born 
1885. Son of Shah Muhammad Khan, and a distant cousin of Abdul Aziz Khan, 
and the Ulya Hazrat. Officiated as Minister of Public Security in 1922 and as 
Governor of Kabul in 1925. Was in charge of the Public Works and Secret 
Service. Also in charge of the Frontier Tribes Department, of which Haji 
Muhammad Akbar was Under-Secretary. Was in partnership with Herr Harten, 
German engineer in charge of Dar-ul-Aman works, and made a lot of money out 
of public works. Created Sardar-i-Ala, January 1927. Appointed Wali of 
Kabul, December 1927. Captured by rebels near Jalalabad, December 1928, 
where he had been sent to restore order. Arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao, February 
1929. Released during the Independence celebrations, August 1929. Was 
appointed officer in charge State Workshops, November 1929, but was deprived 
of his appointment the following month. Imprisoned in the Arq on a charge 
of theft of Government funds and jewels, January 1930. Under trial for being 
concerned in the Koh-i-Daman revolt of 1980. Released in January 1931, but 
rearrested with other members of the Shahgassi family in connexion with the 
Ghulam Nabi and Dare Khel plots in November 1932. His brother Zobain also 
arrested. His ears are said to have been trimmed as a punishment. Was 
released in November 1933 and kept under surveillance. A stout, pleasant 
gentleman; was friendly to foreigners. A great personal friend of ex-King 
Amanullah. Speaks Pushtu. 

Reported to have been arrested in March 1936 for the murder of his own son. 

44. Mohendra Pratap Singh (alias Raja) (W.W. 437).—Indian agitator, 
son of Raja Ghanshyam Singh, Jat, of Mursan, Aligarh, United Provinces, and 
brother of the Maharani of Jhind. Founder of the Prem Vidalaya (the Free 
Industrial and National Arts College) of Brindaban. Went to England at the 
end of 1914, and to Berlin in the autumn of 1915 where he posed as an Indian 
prince. Had an interview with the Kaiser and accompanied the German mission 
to Kabul in 1916. Arrived at Mazar-i-Sharif in 1917. Endeavoured to come 
to India, but returned owing to our precautions. In 1918 with a party of 
Afghans left Mazar-i-Sharif for Russian Turkestan, and proceeded to Tashkent. 
In March 1918 was in Berlin, and later went to Petrograd, where he received a 
warm welcome from Trotsky and Joffe. Same year visited Constantinople, where 
he delivered Ameer’s reply to the Sultan. No reliable news in early 1919 as to his 
whereabouts, but supposed to have gone to Tashkent via Bokhara. Came to Kabul 
with the Suritz Mission December 1919. Regarded as an imbecile of no 
importance by the Bolsheviks in Kabul, but Obaidullah (W.W. 491) found him 
useful as a figurehead and to attract Hindus to his party. Left Kabul and arrived 
at Wakhan, the 14th June, 1920, en route for China. Sent a letter to the 
Governor of Tashkurghan saying that he had been appointed Afghan Envoy to 
China by the Ameer. He soon returned as passage to China was refused by the 
Chinese authorities. In September 1920 he was in the Pamirs. Did a tour in 
China and Japan and returned to Kabul in autumn of 1923. Left Kabul, the 
16th September 1924; visited California, China, attempted to enter Tibet, then 
went to Japan, whence he was deported. Returned to Afghanistan in October 
1926. His reception in Kabul was remarkably frigid and although he held a 
number of receptions very few people of importance attended. This was mainly 
due to the displeasure of the King at Mohendra having styled himself Afghan 
representative at a Pan-Islamic conference in Japan, photographs describing 
him as such and showing his unceremonious arrest and deportation having been 
seen by the King in English illustrated papers. Left Kabul for the north, the 
31st January, 1927, and arrived Moscow, February 1927. Returned to China 
but back in Moscow November 1928 preparing to hold “ Pan-Asiatic ” Conference 
in Kabul. Owing to outbreak of rebellion was prevented from leaving Tashkent 
to come to Kabul by King Amanullah. Went to Tehran January 1929 and 
returned to Moscow in April 1929. Returned to Kabul from Moscow by air 
December 1929. Was in close touch with Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182). He was 
deported by air to Termez in March 1930. Visited Berlin and reached New York 
on the 27th May, 1930. Is believed to be of some use to the Ogpu. Was in China 
in 1931 and 1932. (His address there was P.O. Box 20, Peping, China). Published 
two books : Afghanistan , the Herat of Aryan, and Long Live India! Moved to 
Japan at the end of 1933 or beginning of 1934, where he was in touch with the 
Japanese Government. Continued to spread anti-British propangada. Left 
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Japan secretly for Siam in June 1934, believed at Japanese instigation to further 
their pan-Asiatic policy. Forbidden to lecture in Siam. Turned out of Siam, 
arrived Tokyo, August 1934, having been deported from Canton. 

Was in Manila in February 1935, back in Japan in April 1935 and left for 
America in July 1935. Has agitated for his own return to India through the 
Indian Legislatures. Has been regarded as an Afghan subject since 1934. 

In the Far East in 1937. 

45. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138a).— Malik. Sangu Khel Shin- 
wari. Born about 1885. During the Khost rebellion 1924-25 assisted Amanullah 
with a party of Shinwaris. One of the leaders of the revolt in the Eastern 
Province against Amanullah in November 1928. Turned pro-Nadir and during 
the Shinwari disturbances of February 1930 assisted Government and took an 
active part in the final settlement and collection of arms. In May 1930 is said 
to have requested permission, which was refused, to raise a lashkar to assist the 
late Flaji of Turangzai in his attack on British territory. Suspected of intrigue 
with Russians, March 1932. Deprived of his Khanship, September 1932, but was 
reinstated after interview with Prime Minister. Early in 1932 was deprived 
of appointment as Officer Commanding Khassadars but was later reinstated. 
His loyalty to the present regime is doubtful. Incited Afridis to resist road 
scheme in spring of 1935. 

46. Muhammad Agha Sami (W.W. 555).—Brother of Shahgassi Muhammad 
Yakub Khan (W.W. 675). Son of Muhammad Yusuf Khan, a Munshi to Ameer 
Habibullah. A Mohmand by birth, but the family have settled in Ghazni for 
some generations. Was Mehmandar to the British mission in Kabul, 1921. 
Appointed Commandant of Police, Kabul, but was dismissed in 1923, partly due 
to escape of Ardali and Daud Shah (W.W. 237) from Kabul gaol and partly due 
to reports of his complicity in murder of one Abdul Ali. Appointed Political 
Officer during Mangal rebellion 1924, and sent to the front, where his 
services earned appreciation of the Ameer. Appointed Mehmandar to 
Wakils of Eastern Provinces during Ameer’s visit of April 1926. Reappointed 
Commandant of Police, Kabul, August 1926. Was a trusted personal informer 
to the Ameer. Efficient, controlled a mob with great skill during the fire which 
gutted the British Legation at Kabul December 1926. Appointed officiating 
Governor of Kabul November 1928. Arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao February 1929, 
but escaped and joined Amanullah in Kandahar. Sent to Tashkent as courier 
by Amanullah, returning again to Kandahar via Duzdap, April 1929. Accom¬ 
panied Amanullah in his flight as far as Quetta, where he remained. Left for 
Meshed in August 1929. Later returned to Kabul. Arrested and sentenced to 
banishment for implication in Koh-i-Daman revolt, July 1930. but subsequently 
released. Said to be doing propaganda work in favour of Amanullah. On 
pilgrimage to Mecca, March 1931, Arrived Tehran with W.W. 675 in December 
1931. Applied for permission to visit India but was refused. Still in Tehran, 
where his brother Yakub Khan (W.W. 675) has joined him; also his nephew and 
niece from Quetta. He and his son, Muhammad Bashir, deprived of Afghan 
nationality, November 1933. His property in Afghanistan is said to have been 
confiscated in 1934 and his family deported to Iran. Believed to be in Tehran 
in 1935. 

47. Muhammad Akhar Khan (W.W. 161).—Muhammadzai. Brother of 
W.W. 113, Minister of Health 1930. Cousin of the late King Nadir Shah, to 
whom he was Surgeon-General. Director of Medical Services October 1932. 
Appointed Minister at Rome 1935 and presented his credentials in May 1935. 

Relieved of appointment as Minister at Rome, March 1936, and returned 
to Kabul. Is married to a sister of W.W. 149. 

Civil A.D.C. to the King, 1936. 

48. Muhammad Alam Khan (W.W. 164).—Mulki Ghund Mishar (civil 
brigadier) Alisherzai Shinwari. He is looked upon as the head of the Shinwaris. 
In 1904 he was deprived of employment for beginning to raise three regiments of 
Shinwaris without orders. In March 1919 Amanullah issued orders for his arrest, 
which he contrived to evade, for his support of Sardar Nasrullah Khan. In 
June 1921 was granted an annual allowance of 3,000 rupees. Was chief instigator 
of Shinwari opposition to hasht nafri (conscription of one in eight). Was a, 
great friend of the Sultan Muhammad Khel family, of which King Nadir Shah 
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was the head. A leader of the Shinwari rebellion November 1928. Was one of 
a delegation sent by Bacha-i-Saqao to Nadir Shah in April 1929. Appointed 
Governor, Eastern Province, May 1929. Ordered to raise the Shinwaris against 
Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) June 1929, but met with little success. Fled to Landi 
Kotal December 1929, but returned to the Eastern Province early in 1930 and in 
April 1930 was said to be working on behalf of King Nadir Shah. Was suspected 
of being in the pay of the Russians. Intrigued with Afridis in 1930. Not trusted 
by the Afghan Government, he was kept in Kabul under surveillance in autumn 
1933. Later he was allowed to return to the Eastern Province, where he helped 
to persuade the Shinwaris to send their sons to school in Kabul. Early in 1935 
was reported to be involved in a conspiracy against the Government. His 
loyalty is doubtful. He frequently visits Kabul. 

Joined Mohmand Lashkar 1935. Said to be friendly with W.W. 138 a 
J anuary 1936, and hostile to the Afghan Government. 

Living at his home in the Eastern Province in 1936. 

49. Muhammad Amin Khan (W.W. 185).—Born 1897. Secretary at 
Afghan Legation, Berlin, in November 1926. Appointed Under-Secretary in 
charge of Visa and Passport Branch of Foreign Office at end of 1926. Awarded 
the Order of Astor, 1st class, January 1927. With King Amanullah in Europe 
1928. Appointed Afghan Minister in Berlin August 1928. Relieved of his 
appointment by Abdul Hadi (W.W. 38) December 1929. Returned to Kabul 
by air March 1930. Arrested in Kabul November 1932. Speaks English and 
German. His mother is a sister of the late Muhammad Wali. 

50. Muhammad Aminullah Jan (or Amin Khan) (W.W. 186).—Sardar, 
Muhammadzai. Born the 12th October, 1885. Third surviving son of Amir 
Abdul Rahman. His mother was a slave girl belonging to the late Bibi Halima, 
who was said to have adopted him before her own son was born. Was formerly 
in charge of the Shara (Muhammadan Law) Department at Kabul, and was also 
in charge of the Jabba Khana (magazine). In 1917 he held the appointment of 
Sardar-i-Madafia (director of military defence). Has one son born about 1903, 
and a daughter said to have been married to Sardar Abdul Qudus August 1919 
at Kandahar. Appointed A.D.C. to the King 1926. Arrested by Bacha-i-Saqao 
in January 1929. Arrived Quetta and left for Lahore the 4th November, 1929. 
Residing in Tehran 1930 in straitened circumstances. Appealed for an 
allowance from the Government of India in 1930. Is said to be very eccentric. 
In Iran 1936. 

51. Muhammad Ayub Khan (W.W. 211).—Kizilbash. Was head clerk to 
Ameer. Appointed assistant to Finance Minister April 1924. Awarded (1925) 
Order of Astor and 2,000 rupees for good service in Khost rebellion. Received 
Order of Sardar-i-Ala February 1927. Appointed Minister of Finance 
September 1928, but relieved of his appointment October 1928. Appointed 
Minister of Finance by King Nadir November 1929. Accused of embezzlement 
in October 1930. Carried out a tour of inspection in Kataghan and Badakhshan 
in June 1932. In October 1932 returned to Kabul and resumed appointment of 
Minister of Revenue December 1932. Dismissed in September 1933 and his son 
arrested. Pro-Amanullah. Unemployed in Kabul 1936. Is a brother of 
W.W. 449. 

52. Muhammad Daud Khan (W.W. 238).—Elder son of the late Sardar 

Muhammad Aziz Khan (brother of King Nadir Shah). Born 1909 in Kabul. 
Educated at the Amania College, Kabul. Spent nine years in France and 
returned to Kabul in October 1930. 1931 attended a year’s course at the 

Infantry Officers’ School, where he worked hard and was well reported on by 
the senior German instructor. November 1932 promoted Firqa Mishar (major- 
general) and appointed General Officer Commanding, Eastern Province. In 
February 1934 assumed the duties of Governor of the province in addition to his 
duties as General Officer Commanding. His strictness made him unpopular and 
he was inclined to be headstrong and hasty. Took a great interest in the training 
of his troops and the Eastern Province detachment at the Independence celebra¬ 
tions in 1934 was conspicuous for its smartness. In July 1935 was transferred as 
Governor and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, and General Officer Com¬ 
manding of the Farah and Chakhansur Division. A strong personality. A keen 
soldier and energetic. A favourite of his uncle the Prime Minister (W.W. 337). 
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In 1934 married a sister of King Zahir Shall. Is likely to be much heard of in the 
future. Speaks excellent French, and is very well-mannered and friendly. Is keen 
on games. Governor and General Officer Commanding, Kandahar, in 1936 and 
1937. Warned to be more tactful by the Prime Minister. 

53. Muhammad Ghaus Khan (W.W. 262).—Sardar-i-Ala. Naib Salar 
(general). Popalzai. Born about 1872. During Habibullah’s reign was 
Katib-i-Toli (company clerk) in the Shalii Risala (Household Cavalry). Whilst 
in Kandahar was charged with embezzlement, but released through the good 
offices of Nadir Khan. Was of Nadir Khan’s party when Ameer Habibullah was 
assassinated in 1919 and was promoted Kandak Mishar (lieutenant-colonel). 
Commanded 2nd Cavalry Brigade at Kabul 1921. Left Kabul for Herat to take 
over command of Herat Division October 1927. Assumed Governorship of Herat 
on behalf of Amanullah March 1929. Relieved by Shuja-ud-Daulah 
(W.W. 612) the 28th March, 1929. Left Herat with a force to oppose Abdur 
Rahim (W.W. 89) April 1929. Defeated and fled to Kushk. Proceeded to join 
Ghulam Nabi in Mazar-i-Sharif May 1929. In Askabad July 1929. Returned 
to Kabul the 15th December, 1929. Appointed Commandant, Shahi Risala 
(Household Cavalry), July 1930. Commanding troops in Koh-i-Daman rebellion 
July-August 1930. Promoted Naib Salar and appointed General Officer 
Commanding, 2nd Kabul Corps, August 1930. Sent to Northern Afghanistan 
to deal with Ibrahim Beg 1931. Awarded Sardar-i-Ala and appointed General 
Officer Commanding, 1st Kabul Corps, in September 1931. Still (1937) General 
Officer Commanding the Kabul Army Corps (2nd Kabul Corps has been 
abolished). Rose from the ranks and has no education. A fine figure of a man, 
he has had much experience of fighting in Afghanistan. He is popular and is 
said to be loyal, keen and a determined and capable commander, but he is 
probably now too old to do well in command in the field. Is on bad terms with 
Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), the adjutant-general. A financial scandal 
occurred in his corps in February 1935, but Muhammad Ghaus was 
“ white-washed.” Very friendly to members of the British Legation. Says he 
saw Lord Roberts in 1880. Has a son, Muhammad Rasul Khan, who is a Ghund 
Mishar (brigadier). General Officer Commanding forces sent to Katawaz in 1937 
to deal with Ghilzai rebels. Said to have adopted a passive role. 

54. Muhammad Gul Khan (W.W. 315a).—S on of Muhammad Khurshid 
Khan (W.W. 408). Kuchi Mohmand of village Baru (on the Hisarak Rud, about 
7 miles west of Batikot). Educated in Turkey. Was a Ghund Mishar (brigadier) 
in Amanullah’s army in 1927. Promoted Firqa Mishar (major-general) and 
appointed General Officer Commanding, Eastern Province, in 1928. In Jalalabad 
during the Saqavi regime until the burning of Jalalabad, when he returned 
to his home at Baru. He joined IJ.R.H. Sardar Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) 
in Khugiani country about March 1929. Was Minister of the Interior in Nadir 
Shah’s first Government October 1929. Promoted Naib Salar (general) and 
appointed to officiate as Rais-i-Tanzimieh (Supreme Civil and Military Adminis¬ 
trator), Eastern Province. He held this post until the summer of 1930. During 
this time he did much to restore order in the province and dealt with the Shinwari 
attempt on Torkham in February 1930. After the Kohistan rising in 1930 he 
was appointed Rais-i-Tanzimieh of that district and apparently succeeded in 
pacifying the people. Assumed duties of Minister of Interior in October 1930. 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimieh of Kandahar in February 1931, and left for 
Kandahar via India. Administered the province with firmness and efficiency. 
Congratulated by the Government on his work January 1932. Visited Kabul for 
Independence celebrations August 1932; was awarded the Sardar-i-Ala, first class, 
and a grant of 25,000 Kabuli rupees. Was offered Governorship of Herat in Sep¬ 
tember 1932, but refused owing to his friendship for Abdur Rahim (W.W. 89). 
Appointed Rais-i-Tanzimieh, Mazar, Kataghan and Badakhshan and Maimana, 
November 1932. Relieved at Kandahar by Ghulam Faruq (W.W. 273) in 
January 1933, and left for Mazar. In 1934 there were rumours that his loyalty 
to the present regime was doubtful and that he was in favour of a republic. A 
quiet, well-mannered man, but ruthless. Has a strong personality and is 
ambitious. He is regarded as one of the most capable officials in Afghanistan. 
Speaks Urdu, Persian, Pushtu. Russian and Turkish. He was very loyal to the 
late Nadir Shah. Visited Kabul September 1935. Believed to have asked the 
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Prime Minister to help the Mohmands against the British. Refused to visit 
Eastern Province to explain Mohmand situation to Afghans, and believed to have 
quarrelled with Prime Minister (W.W. 337) on this subject. Returned to Mazar 
about the 1st October. Reported to be on bad terms with W.W. 315. 

55. H.R.H. Muhammad Iiashim Khan (W.W. 337).—Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Yusuf Khan (junior) and uncle of King Zahir Shah. Half-brother of the 
late King Nadir and of W.W. 414 and W.W. 585. Born 1886. Commanded the 
Sar-i-Os (bodyguard) at Kabul and accompanied Ameer Habibullah to India in 
1907. Appointed Naib Salar (general) of Herat and left Kabul in 1916. Keen on 
instituting reforms, but checked in this direction by threat of mutiny on the part 
of the troops. Arrested and sent to Kabul after the murder of Habibullah, but 
subsequently released. People of Herat refused to have him back after his release 
and he was relieved. Appointed Governor of Jalalabad December 1919. Governor, 
Eastern Province, 1920. Went on tour in July 1921 and distributed rewards to 
the Mohmands and some Bajauri tribesmen, at the same time doing his best to 
create an atmosphere of hostility to the British; the next month he warned the 
tribesmen to be ready for “ jehad.” Summoned jii'gas of the Malikdin Khel and 
Kambar Khel Afridis to Jalalabad in September 1921. Rewards in the shape of 
money were doled out to the tribesmen, who were informed that Nadir Khan had 
promised to arrange permanent allowances and the distribution of rifles for them 
from the Afghan Government. Reported in August 1921 to have engineered, in 
conjunction with Nadir Khan, the robbery of one of the British mission mail bags 
en route from Kabul to India. Went to Kabul from Jalalabad on the 
10th November, 1921. Officiating as Minister of War, Kabul, January 1922, vice 
Nadir Khan, who proceeded on tour. Went to Europe with his father in 1923. 
Appointed Minister at Moscow March 1924, when he was unpopular owing to 
his constant suspicions of Soviet policy. Opposed the military training of 
Afghans in Russia, and on his views being disclosed by the Afghan Government 
to the Soviet authorities he resigned and left Moscow 3rd July, 1926, to join his 
brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Offered position of Minister at Tehran, which he 
refused, October 1926. Nur-us-Siraj, the sister of the King, whom he wished to 
marry, was betrothed to Amanullah’s cousin, Muhammad Hasan Jan (W.W. 342) 
in October 1926. This was looked upon as an insult by Hashim Khan and his 
brothers. At Grasse December 1928. Granted diplomatic visa for India en route 
to Afghanistan January 1929, and left Marseilles with Nadir Khan and Shah 
Wali (W.W. 585) on the 8th February, 1929. Left Peshawar for the Eastern 
Province 6th March, 1929, where he tried to obtain support for Nadir, but met 
with little success. Was defeated by Bacha-i-Saqao and arrived Parachinar 
19th September, 1929. Arrived Quetta 1st October, 1929, where he remained 
under surveillance until 27th October, 1929, when he was permitted by the Indian 
Government to proceed to Kandahar. Proceeded to Kabul, 9th November, 1929, 
on his appointment as Premier and Minister of Interior. This appointment he 
has since held, insisting on a high standard of work and efficiency. High-handed 
in his dealings with other Government officials he is consequently both feared and 
hated. Was on tour in the Northern Provinces when Nadir Shah was assassinated 
and returned immediately to Kabul. Swore allegiance to Zahir Shah; since whose 
accession he has been the real ruler of Afghanistan. A real patriot and a 
tremendous worker, he has laboured to improve the stability of the country. So 
far as can be judged, genuinely dislikes the Russians and is alarmed by the 
possibility of the spread of bolshevism in Afghanistan. A quiet, dignified man 
with charming manners and a keen sense of humour. Is quick-tempered, out¬ 
spoken and, when roused, ruthless. Trusts very few of his fellow-countrymen and 
tries to do too much himself. He makes up his mind quickly. Is said to have 
been lately more tactful in his dealings with other officials, but is still unpopular. 
The danger of his being assassinated is great. Is very friendly to members of the 
British Legation in Kabul. Understands English well and speaks it fairly. Still 
(1937) Prime Minister. Proceeded to Berlin in October 1936 to undergo an 
operation for tumour. Operation for tumour successful. Visited London 
January-February and returned to Kabul via India in March 1937. 

56. Muhammad IIassail Jan (W.W. 342).—Muhammadzai. Born 1902. 
Son of Sardar Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 648). A.D.C. to King Amanullah 
1926. Created Sardar-i-Ala February 1926. Married to Nur-us-Siraj, 
Amanullah’s sister, October 1927. Was well known to the British Legation at 
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Kabul. Accompanied King Amanullah to Europe 1927-28 as Chamberlain. Also 
went with Amanullah to Kandahar after his abdication January 1929 and to 
Bombay May 1929. Sailed for Italy June 1929. Was in Rome from October 1931 
to July 1932. Not definitely located between summer 1932 and December 1933, 
but said to be in Rome with Amanullah and to be verging on lunacy. Deprived of 
Afghan nationality November 1933. Accompanied Amanullah Khan to the 
Hejaz in 1935. In Rome with Amanullah during summer of 1935. 

57. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363).—Tajik of Istalif, Koh-i-Daman, 
Firqa Mishar (major-general). Born about 1895, son of Ustad Yusuf, an iron- 
smith. Related to fhe late Bacha-i-Saqao. Received three years’ aeronautical 
training in Italy. Appointed to command Afghan Air Force 1924. Visited 
Western Command manoeuvres and carried out a tour in India at the invitation of 
his Excellency the Commander-in-chief November 1926. Was helpful to the Royal 
Air Force officers who landed at Sherpur in December 1928. Dismissed from his 
post by Bacha-i-Saqao January 1929, but was reappointed by Nadir Shah on his 
accession to the throne. Is keen on his profession and works hard and is keen on 
flying. Is very fat. Speaks Italian and a little French. Is always very friendly 
to members of the British Legation. Still (1937) Commandant of the Air Force. 
Proceeded on tour to India and Europe in September 1936 with a view to 
purchasing aircraft. 

Visited India and Europe 1936-37 with view to purchasing aircraft for 
Afghan Government. Purchased eight aircraft in Great Britain and twenty-four 
in Italy. Returned to Kabul in October 1937. Was awarded decoration of 
“ Grand Officer of the Crown of Italy.” Received by Herr Hitler during his tour. 

58. Muhammad, Khan, Mirza (W.W. 450).—Sent to Merv on a special 
mission October 1919. Still in Merv June 1920. Later said to be in Tashkent. 
Left for Moscow July 1920. Afghan Minister at Moscow 1921 until relieved by 
the late Ghulam Nabi Khan. On return from Russia he was for a short time an 
Under-Secretary in the Ministry of Commerce. In 1914 was sent to Europe to 
negotiate the sale of certain Crown jewels. Appointed First Under-Secretary in 
the Foreign Office on return from Europe. Chief Afghan member of the Urta 
Tagai Boundary Commission, and proceeded to Badakhshan January 1926, 
returning in June 1926. Appointed Minister at Moscow October 1926, having first 
refused appointment of Minister at Rome. As Minister at Moscow he preserved 
a broad outlook and was not noticeably pro-Soviet. Under-Secretary in Foreign 
Office 1928. Remained at Foreign Office under Bacha-i-Saqao January 1929. 
Appointed Under-Secretary Foreign Office by King Nadir Shah November 1929. 
Appointed Minister of Trade September 1930. In May 1932 was complimented 
by the King for his work. Was put under secret surveillance as a result of the 
plot discovered in September 1933. Left Kabul in October, with the Prime 
Minister, to visit the north. Returned to Kabul in November and swore allegiance 
to Zahir Shah. Still (1937) Minister of Trade. A man of no great standing or 
marked ability. Is said to enjoy the confidence of the Prime Minister, but to be 
on bad terms with the War Minister. Since he has been in office, the customs 
revenue of the country has increased considerably. Was one of the prime movers 
in the formation of the Ashami Company. Is believed to be a heavy bribe taker. 
His sister, who was a widow of the late Ameer Habibullah, was given in marriage 
to Abdul Qadir. Bacha-i-Saqao’s Governor of Kandahar. Is inclined to be anti- 
British, but is lately believed to be less so than formerly. His son, Abdullah 
Khan, was one of six students who were sent to Japan January 1935. 

59. Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464a), —Son of the late Muhammad 
Aziz Khan, Muhammadzai. Born 1911. Visited India in November 1929 with 
Asadullah Khan (W.W. 199). Appointed TJnder-Secretary, Foreign Office, 
October 1930. Appointed Minister, Rome, December 1932; recalled in 1934 and 
appointed extra secretary in the Foreign Office, Kabul. Appointed First 
Secretary 1935. Shy in manner, speaks French and is friendly to members of the 
British Legation. Does not appear to possess great force of character. Is a great 
favourite of his uncle Sardar Hashim Khan (W.W. 337). Married in 1934 the 
eldest sister of King Zahir Shah. His wife gave birth to a son in August 1935. 

Officiating Foreign Minister December 1935 and again in 1936 during the 
absence of Faiz Muhammad in Europe. 
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Also acting as managing director, Afghan National Bank, during absence of 
Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) in Europe 1936-37. 

Appointed president of Kabul Literary Society June 1937. 

Appointed Acting Foreign Minister during the Foreign Minister’s absence 
in Tehran June 1937 and Jalalabad in January 1938. 

60. Muhammad 'Qasim Khan (W.W. 506).—Muhammadzai. Son of Sardar 
Muhammad Sarwar Khan Kaka. Nephew of the late Sardar Abdul Aziz. First 
cousin of Ghulam Faruq (W.W. 273). Born at Lahore about 1900. Served in 
various minor appointments in Afghan Foreign Office 1921-25. Was a secretary 
in the Afghan Legation, Rome, in 1926, and also served in a similar capacity in 
the Afghan Embassy, Tehran, during 1927 and 1928. In 1930 was mudir 
(assistant secretary) in the Prime Minister’s office. Appointed officiating 
Hakim-i-Ala (Governor), Eastern Province, November 1932, where he found it 
difficult to get on with the General Officer Commanding, Daud Khan (W.W. 238). 
Appointed Minister in Rome in February 1934, and left to take up his appoint¬ 
ment in March. Recalled in spring 1935 and in June again appointed Governor 
of the Eastern Province. Is said to be an efficient and capable man, but lacks 
presence and personality. Speaks English, Urdu, Persian and very good Pushtu. 

His father died January 1936. 

Still (1937) Governor of the Eastern Province. 

61. Muhammad Sarivar Khan (W.W. 560).—Barakzai, Naib Salar (general). 
Son of Muhammad Sidiq Khan. Brothers Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 276), Muhammad 
Shuaib (W.W. 611) and Juma Khan, head clerk in the Afghan Embassy, London, 
in 1935. Formerly a Ghulam Bacha. Was highly esteemed by Ameer Habibullah 
Khan. Promoted brigadier in 1906, owing to his success in the manufacture of 
guns, and appointed superintendent, Kabul Arsenal. Promoted major-general 
1913. In March 1919 appointed Naib Salar by Ameer Amanullah Khan, and later 
in the same month left for Mazar-i-Sharif to take up the appointment of Naib-ul- 
Hukumah (Governor), Turkestan. Granted both civil and military powers in his 
province. Relieved of appointment and proceeded to Kabul in January 1922, 
where he officiated as Minister of the Interior. Governor of Kandahar 1923, but 
the real power in the province was wielded by the Minister of the Interior, who, 
originally officiating as Governor of Kandahar, remained there on relief to deal 
with the disorders that were rife in the province during 1923. Muhammad 
Sarwar’s jurisdiction seems to have been limited. Still Governor of Kandahar 
at the beginning of 1927. Described by the Ameer, during a visit of inspection 
to Kandahar, November 1925, as “honest and respectable, but slow and 
negligent.” Summoned to Kabul June 1926, and well received by the King. 
Created Sardar-i-Ala November 1926. Appointed Governor of Badakhshan and 
Kataghan, 1928, but did not take up appointment. In Kandahar 1929. 
Appointed Governor of Kabul, February 1930, but relieved in 1931 and went on 
pilgrimage to Mecca. Returned via Meshed and Kandahar. Appointed a 
member of the Majlis-i-Aivan (Council of Nobles) December 1931. Reported to be 
pro-Amanullah. Visited his brother Ghulam Haidar (W.W. 276) at Maruf. 
Kandahar Province, in February 1932, but was recalled to Kabul in July. Has 
been unemployed since 1931. Still (May 1935) believed to be pro-Amanullah. 
Courteous and friendly, but Amanullah’s description (above) fits him. Still (1937) 
a member of the Council of Nobles. 

62. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 652).—Firqa Mishar (major-general). 
Tajik. Born 1898. Appointed Chief of Staff 1924. Visited Delhi manoeuvres 
December 1924 at the invitation of the Commander-in-chief in India. Appointed 
head of Afghan Military Mission to Russia to select artillery for the Afghan 
army and study Soviet military methods October 1926. Left Kabul by air for 
Termez en route to Moscow the 3rd November, 1926. Visited Russia and Italy 
1928. Was at one time military attach^ in Berlin. Appointed chief of Afghan 
General Staff early in 1930. In 1932 proceeded to Europe to attend the 
Disarmament Conference, Geneva. Visited Paris December 1933. Returned to 
Kabul via India in January 1934; was a spectator of the 1st January parade at 
Peshawar. Lunched with the officers of the Gordon Highlanders in the Khyber 
on his way back. Resumed his duties as Chief of Staff, but left once more for 
Geneva in May 1934. A keen and intelligent officer, but said to have had little 
experience in the field or handling troops. Has been much in Europe and speaks 
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English, Russian and German fluently. Is also said to speak French and Italian. 
His loyalty to the present regime is doubtful. It is said that he will probably be 
appointed to a diplomatic post in Europe. Has pleasant manners and is 
friendly. Afghan representative to the League of Nations Disarmament Com¬ 
mittee June 1935. Said to have been recalled to Kabul (1936) owing to his 
immoral conduct in Europe. Still Chief of Staff (1937). Is said to be pro- 
Russian. 

63. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 658).—Muhammadzai. Son of 
Muhammad Rafiq. Was born in India and was at one time a Naib-Tehsildar in 
the Punjab. Returned to Kabul in June 1916. Was appointed Hakim (Governor) 
of Charikar in 1926. In March 1932 appointed officiating Wali (Governor) of 
Kabul. Prior to his appointment as officiating Wali of Kabul was Mudir-i- 
Gumruk (assistant in charge of customs), Kabul. Toured Kohistan and Koh-i- 
Daman in 1932. Selected (1934) for the appointment of Minister, Berlin, in 
succession to the late Sardar Muhammad Azim, but declined the post. Still 
(1937) Wali of Kabul. Lacks personality and is neither particularly able nor 
strong. Speaks English and is believed to hold pro-British views. 

64. Muhammad Yunus Khan (W.W. 685).—Comes from Jalalabad and is 
of Pathan stock. Secretary of Afghan Legation, London, from 1922-30. Always 
showed himself helpful and well disposed and was profuse with pro-British 
sentiments, which were probably sincere. Charge d’Affaires from February 1929 
to January 1930. Energetically opposed Shuja-ud-Daulah’s (W.W. 612) attempts 
to dispose of Legation property July-September 1929. Left London for United 
States of America on Shah Wali’s (W.W. 585) arrival as Minister in January 
1930 owing to disappointment of non-recognition of his work and refusal of 
Shah Wali to appoint him counsellor. Reported to be in touch with Ghadr party 
in San Francisco. In June 1933 tried to obtain the assistance of British Foreign 
Office to return to Afghanistan. Believed to be (1936) in United States of 
America. Founded and became Director of the Afghan National Association 
in the United States of America. 

65. Muhammad Zahir Shah (W.W. 688a). —Muhammadzai. Only 
surviving son of the late King Nadir Shah. Born 1914. Accompanied his father 
to France in 1924 and was educated in that country. Returned to Afghanistan 
in October 1930. In 1931 attended a year’s course at the Infantry Officers’ 
School, Kabul. Married (1931) a daughter of Ahmad Shah (W.W. 149). 
Appointed Assistant War Minister 1932. In September 1933 officiated as 
Education Minister in addition to his other duties. Was proclaimed King on the 
8th November, 1933, immediately after his father’s assassination. Quiet and 
unassuming with pleasant manners and a fair presence, he has so far had little 
share in the government of the country, the real power being wielded by his uncle 
H.R.H. Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), the Prime Minister. lie is keen on shooting 
and tennis. Fie never spends a night away from Kabul and his excursions, which 
he makes heavily guarded are limited to the immediate neighbourhood of the 
capital. Has two sons, Muhammad Akbar, born in 1933, and Ahmad Shah, born 
in 1934, a daughter born in 1932 and a second daughter born in 1936. His birth¬ 
day will in future be celebrated on the 15th October annually. Is said to be 
taking more interest in affairs in 1936. 

66. Naqib of Bagdad (see Saiyid Hassan). 

67. Nasrullah Khan (W.W. 469a).—B orn about 1900. Son of Haji Nawab 
Khan of ICulangar (W.W. 472) Served in various places as Ilaqadar during 
the reign of Amanullah. Joined Nadir Shah on his arrival in Afghanistan 1929. 
At the end of 1929 was appointed Commandant of Police, Mazar-i-Sharif. 
Appointed Hakim-i-Kalan (Governor) of Ghazni December 1930. Was appointed 
Governor of the Eastern Province in November 1932, but did not take over as he 
was engaged in louring his district dealing with repercussions from the Dare Khel 
rebellion. The appointment was then altered and he became Governor of the 
Southern Province in December 1932. In Matun in January 1933 attempting to 
obtain the arrest of the Lewanai Faqir. Relieved in July 1933 and appointed 
Under-Secretary in Ministry of Public Works, an appointment he still (1937) 
holds. Is believed to be capable and energetic. 

An elder brother of (W.W. 244). 
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68. Naioab Khan (W.W. 472).—Haji, Khawaja of Kulangar, Logar. Born 
about 1865. Was a Hakim (Governor) in Mangal country during the reign of 
Ameer Habibullah Khan. Dismissed by Amanullah on account of old age. 
Joined Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414) in Jaji country during the revolution, and 
then joined the late King Nadir Shah, becoming his private secretary. In 
November 1930 was sent to disperse lashkars said to be gathering on the Kurram 
border. In 1931 proceeded to Mecca as the representative of Nadir Shah. 
In November 1931 went to Ghazni in connexion with the efforts to effect 
the surrender of Abdur Rahman (W.W. 198). In late 1932 was attempting to 
secure the arrest of the Lewanai Faqir (W.W. 412a). Visited Matun during the 
Khost disturbances 1933 and spent the summer of that year in the Southern 
Province conciliating the tribes. Was chief delegate to the Turi-Jaji Commis¬ 
sion, which met on the- Kurram border in June 1933. Was awarded 60 jaribs 
of land for his service in connexion with Khost disturbances. A man of some 
influence in the Southern Province and has been useful to the Government. Is 
now very old. Appointed equerry to King Zahir Shah, whom he frequently 
accompanies on drives. Has two sons, Firqa Mishar (major-general) Faiz 
Muhammad Khan (W.W. 244), aide-de-camp to the King, and Nasrullah Khan 
(W.W. 469a), Muin (Under-Secretary) in the Ministry of Public Works. Abdul 
Jamil (W.W. 49) is his nephew. 

69. Obeidullah Khan (W.W. 492).—Son of Ameer Habibullah Khan by the 
Ul ya Hazrat; younger brother of ex-King Amanullah. Born 1915. Called Shah 
Agha. Carefully looked after by the Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 646), who employed a 
German tutor for him. Sent by Amanullah to Kandahar December 1928 with 
his family. Accompanied Amanullah to Bombay May 1929. Sailed for Italy 
with Amanullah June 1929. In Berlin with his mother 1930. Still in Berlin, 
living at the Afghan Legation November 1932. With Amanullah in Rome in 
December 1933. In October 1935 was living with his mother W.W. 646 in 
Ghulam Siddiq’s (W.W. 309) villa in Berlin. Deprived of Afghan nationality 
November 1933. 

70. Qnrban Hussain Shah (W.W 512).—Known locally as “Shahji,” 
Indian. His real name is Saiyid Abdullah Shah. Naib Salar (general). Son of 
one Nadir Shah of village Moghal, Fatehjang, Campbellpore district. Was one 
of the accused in a note-forging case in India, and absconded to Afghanistan in 
1923. Was at one time employed by the Deutsch-Afghanische Company in 
Kabul. Joined Nadir Shah in the Southern Province in 1929. Was appointed 
in charge of the State workshops in December 1929, and was made an equerry 
to the King in 1930. For a time commanded the troops in the Koh-i-Daman in 
the 1930 rebellion. In 1931 started a petrol business, and was one of the main 
importers; his company was closed down in 1933 owing to a petrol monopoly 
having been given to a new petrol company, which he joined. Was in touch with 
the Ghadr party in Kabul and also with the Soviet Embassy (1932). In November 
1932 went to the Southern Province to assist in suppressing the Dare Khel Zadran 
revolt. In 1936 in charge of the State Arsenal, Kabul. He is one of the 
leading business men of Kabul and deals largely with the War Office, being on 
good terms with Shah Mahmud (W.W. 414). The Prime Minister (W.W. 337), 
however, dislikes him. Is said to be extremely able, but dishonest and 
unscrupulous. 

Reported to have been deprived of control of State Arsenal later in 1936. 

In view of the fact that he had of late helped British interests in Kabul, he 
has been permitted to pay a visit to India, but he has postponed it for the present. 
Proceedings against him on the forgery charge have been suspended indefinitely 
by the Punjab Government. 

71. Rahmullah Khan (W.W. 518).—Tajik. Son of Ataullah. Native of 
Kabul. Was head clerk in the Russian section of the Foreign Ministry. Became 
Foreign Agent in Mazar. Afterwards transferred to Moscow as secretary to the 
Afghan Legation, and later on in the same capacity to Berlin. Appointed 
assistant in charge Visa Section, Afghan Foreign Office, December 1930. 
Relieved July 1931. In July 1932 transferred to the Home Ministry as 
Minister, Posts and Telegraphs, an appointment he still (1937) holds. Appoint¬ 
ment raised to a Ministry in June 1935. 
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Reported to be efficient and gets on well with Marconi’s representative in 
Kabul. Stated to be keen on improvements and modern developments in his 
Department, but is slack and indifferent in carrying out his duties. His father 
died in 1936. 

72. Rahmatullah Jan (W.W. 519).—Muhammadzai. Eldest son of ex-King 
Amanullah and Queen Souriya. Born 1922. Proceeded to Europe with King 
1928. Declared heir apparent 1928. Accompanied Amanullah to Chaman and 
Bombay the 23rd May, 1929. Sailed for Italy with ex-ICing the 22nd June, 1929. 
Was still with Amanullah in Italy 1931, and is believed to be there now (1937). 

Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. 

73. Rasul Jan Agha (Fazl Rahim) (W.W. 522).—Known as Fazl Rahim 
Born about 1896. Son of the late Sher Agha, Hazrat Sahib of Shor Bazaar. 
Also known as Masum Jan. His wife is a sister of Ghulam Earuq (W.W. 273). 
On the death of Sher Agha in June 1925 the title was assumed by his (Sher 
Agha’s) half-brother, Muhammad Siddiq Agha (W.W. 613), although Rasul Jan 
Agha is the direct claimant by descent. Obtained signatures of 400 mullahs to a 
manifesto declaring King Amanullah’s reforms contrary to Islam. Set out for 
Khost with Muhammad Siddiq Agha with intention of raising country against 
Amanullah. Both arrested and brought to Kabul, September 1928. Later released 
and Rasul Jan Agha was sent to Tagao to try and detach some of Bacha-i-Saqao’s 
adherents December 1928. Was in touch with Bacha-i-Saqao during 
latter’s second attack on Kabul in January 1929 and promised British Legation 
his protection during the attack. Later was intermediary between Sardar 
Tnayatullah (W.W. 366), Bacha-i-Saqao and the British Legation for removal of 
Inayatullah to Peshawar by air. In Kabul, unemployed, December 1930. Went 
on pilgrimage to Mecca February 1933. Now calls himself Mian Jan and lived 
at Kandahar, where he has much influence, until transferred to Herat July 
1935. Transferred to Kandahar 1936. Carries weight with the Ghilzais, 
especially the Suleiman Khel. Represents eldest branch of the family, but he 
lacks capacity. 

74. Saiyid Hasan, Effendi (W.W. 546).—Also known as the Naqib Sahib 
of Chaharbagh, Eastern Province, where he lives. Turk, Bagdadi. Pir Naqib 
of Bagdad. Born about 1862. Owns land at Kabul. Receives an allowance of 
3,500 rupees per mensem. Used to act as intermediary, through his brothers, 
with the Pan-Islamic League. Was built a winter residence at Chaharbagh 
near Jalalabad, by Ameer Habibullah Khan. Is connected by marriage with Mir 
Saiyid dan Badshah of Islampur. Was said to have publicly deplored the entry 
of Turkey into the war and to have implored Persia and Afghanistan to maintain 
neutrality. Was treated with the utmost respect by Ameer Habibullah Khan 
and Sardar Nasrullah Khan. Protected His Majesty’s consul at Jalalabad during 
the rebellion 1928. In 1931 and 1932 made efforts to prevent Ghilzais raiding 
into Baluchistan. Issued a firman in support of Nadir Shah 1931 and was 
employed to counteract pro-Amanullah propaganda. Wrote to late Khalifa 
Kamran in 1931 to dissuade him from attacking posts in the Zhob. Visited 
Kabul in September 1932. His allowance increased from 1,000 rupees to 3,500 
rupees per mensem in November 1932. Visited Kabul in 1933. On assassination 
of Nadir Shah was active in urging allegiance to Zahir Shah. Visited Kabul 
in summer of 1934 and was treated Avith marked deference. Throughout the 
year reports were received of his disloyalty to the Government, and early in 
1935 he was said to be conniving at, if not supporting, a plot in the Eastern and 
Southern Provinces to overthrow the Government. Arrived Kabul July 1935. 
Is a very old man. Pir Ali Haider Shah (W.W. 171 a) is his nephew. Has a 
greater reputation and more influence than any other local priest or saint in 
Afghanistan. In 1935 gave one Khalifa Abdul Haq a new power of attorney, 
find reappointed him his agent in Quetta and Mastung. Now lives at Jalalabad. 
Owns some motor lorries which ply on the Kabul road. A four-year old daughter 
of his died in March 1936. He is under close watch. In view of his influence in 
the Eastern and Southern Provinces the Prime Minister abandoned the idea of 
taking any action against him. Is reported to be friendly with W.W. 256. 

75. Saiyid Qasim (W.W. 548).—Son of Ahmad Shah Khan, Saiyid of 
Kabul. Proceeded to Peshawar through the Khyber, December 1921, on his way 
to London as messenger froijtt the Foreign Office. Married the third daughter 
[18888] D 



34 


of the late Mahmud Beg Tarzi. Member of the Afghan Legation in London 1924. 
Acted as Charge d’Affaires in 1924 between departure of Abdul Hadi (W.W. 38) 
and arrival of Shuja-ud-Daulah (W.W. 612). Returned to Kabul May 1925, 
and appointed Under-Secretary in charge of Russia and Turkestan branch of 
Foreign Office to succeed Hafizullah (W.W. 327) February 1926. Appointed Afghan 
consul-general, Delhi, October 1926, vice Haji Muhammad Akbar (W.W. 153) 
and left Kabul for Delhi, the 20th November, 1926. Awarded Order of Astor, 
January 1927. Appointed Afghan Minister in Rome, 1928. Returned to 
India and left for Constantinople, June 1929. Said to be working as a 
translator in the Foreign Office, Kabul, the 7th January, 1930. In December 1933 
was believed to be with Amanullah in Rome. Speaks excellent English, well 
educated. Used to be friendly to members of British Legation, Kabul. His sister 
is the wife of W.W. 686a. 

76. Sarbiland Khan (W.W. 557).—Naib Salar (general). Ada Khel Jaii 
of Sargal, Hariob, son of Malik Azad Khan. Has only one eye. In Amanullan s 
reign was made a Kumandan (probably colonel) and for good work in the Khost 
rebellion was promoted brigadier. Assisted Nadir Shah in 1929, and for his good 
services was promoted Naib Salar (general). Was sent of Hariob in October 1930 
to recruit for the regular army. Returned to Kabul early in December having 
failed to obtain any recruits. Collected 150 recruits from Bamian in September 
1931. Went to his home via Peshawar and Parachinar in January 1932. Was 
employed to treat with the Suleiman Khel regarding customs dues in June 1932 
and at Gardez suppressing the Dare Khel revolt in November 1932. Reported 
to have been granted property valued at over a lakh of Afghan rupees in 1933. 
Lives in Kabul. Has much influence with the Ada Khel Jajis, and is looked upon 
as their “Khan.” Has a son, Niza Muhammad Khan, brigadier. Owing to 
financial difficulty was considering selling his Kabul houses in 1935. 
Reprimanded in the same year for smuggling silver into India. In 
Kabul (1936). Left Kabul for Mecca via India December 1937. 

77. H.R.H. Shah Mahmud (Mahmud Jan) (W.W. 414).—Sardar Muham- 
madzai. Youngest son of Muhammad Yusuf and uncle of King Zahir Shah. 
Half-brother of W.W. 337 and brother of W.W. 585. Appointed Sar Sar-i-Os, 
ranking as general, in 1917. Commanded the troops on the Peiwar front 1919. 
Was in great favour with the Ameer for never having suffered a defeat (he was 
never attacked). Appointed Civil and Military Governor of the Simat-i-Janubi 
(Southern Provinces) September 1919. In Khost February 1920. Arrived in 
ICabul from Gardez December 1920. Was married in Kabul during the same 
month to a step-sister of the Ameer. Returned to Gardez soon after. Shah 
Mahmud was in touch with Muhammad Hasan, B.A., at Makin and Haji Abdur 
Razaq at Shakin in 1920 and early 1921, and undoubtedly supplied them with 
frequent convoys of ammunition, rations and money for distribution to the hostile 
sections of the Wana Wazirs and Mahsuds. Arrived in Kabul in October 1921, 
accompanied by his family. General Officer Commanding, Badakhshan and 
Kataghan, from 1922 to 1925. Appointed Governor of Eastern Province April 
1926. Interviewed Afridis at Jalalabad April 1926, and promised them similar 
treatment to that given by his brother, Nadir Khan. Toured Jalalabad Province 
and interviewed Afridis at Morgha July 1926. Visited Kabul to discuss 
Mohmand unrest with King November 1926. Interviewed Mohmands at 
Jalalabad January 1927; visited Pesh Bolak and distributed money amongst 
Shinwaris. Transferred from Jalalabad to Kabul February 1928. Appointed 
second secretary in the Ministry of Interior March 1928. In Kabul February 
1929. Commissioned by Bacha-i-Saqao to go as his emissary to the tribes of the 
Eastern and Southern Provinces. Joined Nadir Khan on his arrival in Khost 
March 1929. Assisted Nadir Khan in his campaign against Bacha-i-Saqao. 
Appointed War Minister by Nadir Shah November 1929. Left Kabul for 
Northern Provinces and in January 1931 was appointed Rais-i-Tanzimieh 
(Supreme Civil and Military Administrator) of Northern Afghanistan. Succeeded 
in driving Ibrahim Beg across the Russian frontier and pacified the country 
sufficiently for him to be able to return to Kabul in August 1931. Awarded 
the Almar-i-Ala September 1931 and appointed a member of the Majlis-i-Aiyan 
(Council of Nobles). He suffered from goitre and hoped to take a cure for it 
in Germany in the autumn of 1932, but his visit to Europe was postponed 
owing to the Dare Khel outbreak in November 1932, during which he commanded 







a force of about two divisions in addition to tribal levies. His success in this 
affair was perhaps due as much to money as to fighting. Up to December 1932 he 
was still engaged in settling affairs in the Southern Province and handing over 
control to Nasrullah (W.W. 469 a), the new Governor. Spent the spring and 
summer of 1933 in the Southern Province, visiting Kabul on one occasion. On 
Nadir Shah’s murder displayed great presence of mind dealing with the situation 
in Kabul. Proclaimed Zahir Shah King and swore allegiance to him. Appointed 
Commander-in-chief and Minister of War. Appears to possess considerable 
energy and force of character and is believed to be popular with the army. He is 
probably better fitted for the command of irregulars than of regular troops, having 
no real military education. He is vain, though at the same time shy and sensitive; 
is fond of sport and games and friendly to members of the British Legation. In 
addition to his military duties, is in charge of the Southern Province. He is said 
to be jealous of H.R.H. Hashim Khan (W.W. 337), his half-brother, and not 
always to agree with him in matters of policy. 

Betrothed his two daughters to the two sons of the late Hayatullah, brother 
of ex-King Amanullah, December 1935. Sons were born to him in 1932 and 1936. 
Left for Europe March 1936 for medical treatment and has since been successfully 
operated upon for goitre in Berlin. Visited England, France, Italy, Germany, 
Russia, Turkey and Iran. Returned to Kabul December 1936. Now (1937) said 
to be taking less interest in his work. 

78. H.R.H. Shah Wait Khan (W.W. 585).—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Born 
1885. Son of Sardar Muhammad Yusuf Khan and brother of the late King 
Nadir Shah. Brother of W.W. 414 and half-brother of W.W. 337. Was Rikab 
Bashi (equerry) to Ameer Habibullah. Accompanied him to India in 1907. After 
the Ameer’s murder in February 1919 was arrested and sent to Kabul, but was 
acquitted and released. Commanded troops on Kharlachi front July-October 
1919. Promoted general for good services on the Tochi border. Married a sister 
of ex-King Amanullah in May 1920. Appointed to command 1st Division in 
Kabul April 1921. Was on intimate terms with ex-King Amanullah and seemed 
to be his greatest personal friend. Was one of the delegates at the British- 
Afghan Conference in Kabul 1921. Commanded 1st Cavalry Corps December 
1921. Appointed to command the Kabul Corps 1923. Appointed Yawar Hazuri 
(equerry to the King) December 1924. Visited India in May 1925 and again in 
December 1925, when he persuaded Muhammad Umar (W.W. 648) to return to 
Afghanistan from Hyderabad. Commanded troops Logar during the Mangal 
rebellion 1924-25, and for his services was created “ Taj-l-Afghan.” Left Kabul 
for Paris September 1926, accompanying Afghan students returning from 
vacation. Was with his brother Nadir Khan at Grasse. Left Marseilles with 
Nadir Khan and Hashim Khan (W.W. 337) February 1929, and proceeded with 
Nadir Khan to Khost March 1929. Captured Kabul the 13th October, 1929. 
Appointed Regent October 1929. Appointed Minister at London November 1929. 
Reached England the 10th January, 1930. Transferred to Paris June 1931. 
Came to Kabul on leave September 1932, bringing with him, under safe conduct, 
the late Ghulam Nabi. Returned to Paris and resumed his appointment February 
1933. Able and quick-witted. A friendly and pleasant man. Very popular in 
Kabul, and consequently reported to be regarded with jealousy by his brother, the 
Prime Minister, IlasKim Khan (W.W. 337). His popularity has somewhat 
diminished owing to the execution of Ghulam Nabi. Returned to Kabul 
February 1935, and appointed Acting Minister of Defence during absence of Shah 
Mahmud in Europe. His wife refused to accompany him and is still in Paris. 
Objects to the monopoly system of the Ashami Company. Acting Prime Minister 
in the absence of ITashim Khan in Europe (1936). Left Kabul in March 1937 
to resume his appointment of Minister at Paris. Represented King Zahir Shah 
at the Coronation of King George VI. 

79. She?' Agha (see Fazal-i-TJmar). 

80. She?' Ahmad Khan (W.W. 598).—Sardar, Muhammadzai. Son of 
Sardar Fateh Muhammad Khan. Born 1885. Acted in the appointment of Ishaq- 
Aghassi Nizami (Military Chamberlain) 1917. Appointed Hakim (Governor) of 
Andkhui 1920. Suspended and arrived Kabul May 1921. Appointed Afghan 
Envoy to Italy 1921, and arrived in Peshawar on the 10th October en route with 
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a large party of Afghan students who were proceeding to be educated in Europe. 
Afghan Minister at Rome during 1922, and was engaged in negotiations for the 
purchase of arms until the summer of 1923, when he returned to Kabul with an 
expressed distaste for his own country. Appointed President of the Shaura 
(National Council) 1924. Leader of the party in favour of peaceful tactics 
during Urta Tagai crisis, January 1926. Cordially detested the late Mahmud 
Tarzi. With King Amanullah in Europe 1928. Appointed to still-born post of 
Prime Minister September 1928, and subsequently to be head of the Public Service 
Bureau. Held Jalalabad for Amanullah November 1928. Was given full powers 
to settle the Shinwari rising, but failed and returned to Kabul December 1928. 
Fled with Amanullah to India May 1929. Returned to Kabul later and was 
appointed Privy Councillor by Nadir Shah December 1929. Appointed Ambas¬ 
sador at Tehran December 1930. A man of some ability, but indolent and corrupt. 
Said to entertain a profound contempt and dislike for the Persians, and to be 
very outspoken on the subject. Arrived in Kabul the 18th September, 1935, on 
a visit. Returned Tehran December 1935. Visited Kabul 1936, using a German 
aeroplane. Betrothed his son Muhammad Umar to Sultan, fourth sister of King 
Zahir Shah October 1935. 

Relieved by W.W. 140 as Ambassador at Tehran in April 1937. Appointed 
Minister of State October 1937. 

81. Shuja-ud-Dciulah (W.W. 612) of Ghorband.—Comes of a Trans-Oxus 
family. Born 1896. Was Ghulam Bacha (page) in 1916, and was employed 
looking after the German mission in Herat. Appointed Farash Bashi Hazuri 
(Head Chamberlain to the King) to Ameer Habibullah Khan January 1917 
Appointed Kotwal of Kabul and Amin-i-Asas (chief of police) by Amanullah. 
Commanded 2nd Division in Kabul January 1921. One of the delegates at the 
British-Afghan Conference in Kabul 1921. Appointed Minister of Security, and 
appeared to be a man of considerable ability. In close confidence of the Ameer. 
Officiated as Governor of Herat January 1921. Relieved and returned to Kabul 
at the end of 1924. Was deputed to maintain order in the Southern Province 
during the Mangal rebellion (1924). Appointed Minister at London August 
1924, and arrived in London April 1925. Carried through many rifle deals, out of 
which he is believed to have made a considerable fortune. Gave trouble by failing 
to settle debts due by the Afghan Legation for rent, &c. Summoned to Kandahar 
by Amanullah February 1929. Arrived Herat the 28th March, 1929, and assumed 
duties as Governor on behalf of Amanullah. Fled to Meshed on arrival of Abdur 
Rahim (W.W. 89), Bacha-i-Saqao’s nominee, May 1929. Returned to London via 
Tashkent-Moscow, and arrived the 11th July, 1929. Attempted to dispose of 
Afghan Government property, and on this account was asked to leave the country. 
In Berlin September 1929. In Moscow November 1929. Accompanied Amanullah 
to Mecca in 1931, returning to Europe via Beirut. Was in Germany in 1933. One 
of Amanullah’s most active supporters. Is believed to be the actual murderer of 
the late Ameer Habibullah. Proved himself on all occasions ill-mannered and 
anti-British. Deprived of Afghan nationality November 1933. Believed to be in 
pay of the Soviet. His wife is a sister of W.W. 289. In Russia February 1936. 

82, Siddiq A gha Muhammad (Gul A glia) (W.W. 613).—Son of Qaiyum Jan 
Agha, the Ilazrat Sahib of Shor Bazar (W.W. 347), and half-brother of 
Fazl-i-Umar (Sher Agha) (W.W. 256). On the death of Qaiyum Jan Agha the 
title was assumed by the eldest son, Sher Agha On the latter’s death in June 
1925 the title was assumed by Muhammad Siddiq Agha, in the absence of his 
half-brother, Sher Agha, then a political refugee in India. Was arrested, with 
Rasul Jan Agha (W.W. 522), for trying to stir up trouble in Khost, September 
1928. Later released, and in February 1929 was reported to have accepted 
Bacha-i-Saqao’s rule. In June 1929 was placed under surveillance in Kabul on 
account of his intrigues with Sher Agha in the Southern Province. Confined 
in the Arq, June 1929. Released, and joined Nadir Khan on his entry into 
Kabul, October 1929. Appointed Minister to Egypt, and passed through 
Peshawar, en route , February 1931. Proceeded to Mecca, April 1931, to watch 
Amanullah. In July 1932 visited Kabul on leave, and was received in a friendly 
manner by the King and the Prime Minister. Sher Agha (W.W. 256) was 
reported to be trying to persuade him to resign, but he returned to Egypt in 
September 1932. Still (1935) Afghan Minister in Egypt. Visited Mecca for 
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the Haj 1933. Appointed Minister, Hejaz, in addition to duties as Minister, 
Egypt, April 1935. Visited Mecca during pilgrimage (1935), but evinced no 
sympathy for Amanullah. Will in future reside permanently in Hejaz, 
relinquishing duties of Minister, Egypt. Still (1937) Minister in Hejaz. 

83. Sultan Ahmad Khan (W.W. 624).—Son of Colonel Sher Ahmad Khan 
(W.W. 600). Assistant to Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450). Ambassador 
at Moscow, August 1920. Head of the Afghan mission to Angora 1921. Arrived 
in Baku, March 1921. Arrived in Angora in April. Addressed a large crowd, 
including many prominent Turkish Nationalist Deputies, at the mosque of 
Namazie, Angora, in August 1921. The subject of the address was the necessity 
for unity throughout the whole Moslem world, in order that the encroachments 
and intrigues of European Powers might be successfully resisted. Prayers were 
offered for the victory of the Turkish arms, and Sultan Ahmad Khan gave a 
donation of 2,000 liras to the Red Crescent. The Bolshevik Envoy in Kabul, 
Raskolnikov, instructed his Government early in September 1921, at the request 
of the Afghan Government, to provide Sultan Ahmad Khan with 40,000 roubles 
in gold, payment to be adjusted in Kabul. Returned to Kabul, April 1926, and 
was appointed third secretary in Foreign Office. Officiated as first secretary 
during absence of Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450) on Urta Tagai Boundary 
Commission. Appointed second secretary, Foreign Office, June 1926, and first 
secretary, October 1926. Granted title of “ Sardar-i-Ala,” February 1927. 
Appointed Ambassador at Tehran, October 1928. Relieved November 1929 and 
returned to Kabul. Appointed to be in charge of State guests Kabul, January 
1930. Went to Turkey as Ambassador, vice the late Ghulam Nabi, in December 
1930. Took with him as secretary Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243). 
Suspected of pro-Amanullah tendencies. Was on intimate terms with the late 
Ghulam Nabi during his visit to Constantinople in December 1931. Visited 
Europe in 1933, and, as Afghan representative, concluded a Treaty of Friendship 
with Brazil through their Embassy 1933. Appointed as an Afghan delegate to 
the Disarmament Conference at Geneva in 1933. Still (1936) Ambassador in 
Turkey. Visited Kabul, August 1935. To be Minister, Egypt, in addition to 
his other duties. A conceited, dissolute man, but appears to possess some ability. 
Represented King of Afghanistan at the funeral of King George V, January 
1936. Visited Afghanistan April 1937 and returned to Angora June 1937. 

84. [Nil.] 

85. Ulya Hazrat (W.W. 646).—Siraj-ul-Khawatin (Her Majesty the Sun 

of the Ladies). Step-sister of Luinab Khushdil Khan, daughter of the late 
Luinab Sherdil Khan, and step-daughter of Ishaq Aghassi Muhammad Sai^war 
Khan. Her name is Sarwar Sultan. Chief wife of Ameer Habibullah and 
mother of ex-King Amanullah Khan (W.W. 183). In 1915 said to be strongly 
in favour of neutrality. Very strong character and dabbled in politics. Said 
to have refused to help Turco-German mission in 1916. In 1917 and 1918 had 
numerous quarrels with Ameer Habibullah owing to her interference in political 
matters, and was eventually said to have been expelled from the Arq. After the 
murder of Habibullah, left for Kabul to negotiate with her son, Amanullah. Is 
believed by many to have been, with Amanullah, the organiser of the plot which 
resulted in the murder of Habibullah. Was said to have been of Tarzi’s party, 
and in favour of a treaty of friendship with the British. Has one other son, 
Obeidullah, known as Sher Agha (W.W. 492), born 1915. Left for Kandahar 
with Queen Souriya, December 1928, and proceeded with energy to raise support 
for the Durrani Dynasty. Was not on good terms with Queen Souriya. 
Accompanied Amanullah to Bombay, May 1929. Sailed for Italy with 
Amanullah, June 1929. In Berlin 1930 intriguing against Nadir Khan in 
favour of Obeidullah. Has remained in Europe 1929-35, mostly at Amanullah’s 
residence at Rome, but occasionally visits Montreux in Switzerland, and Berlin. 
Deprived of Afghan nationality in November 1933. Visited Mecca with ex-King 
Amanullah for 1935 pilgrimage. ° 

In October 1935 was living with Obeidullah Khan (W.W. 492) in Ghulam 
Siddiq’s (W.W. 309) villa in Berlin. 

Still (1937) in Europe 
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difficult to fly, and six of them have suffered mishaps through faulty landings 
or otherwise, two machines being irretrievably damaged. 

6. This practical demonstration of British superiority could not have been 
achieved had we been alone in the field, and there is some consolation to be 
derived from this fact. Italian successes in various fields have had in the last 
year or two a full measure of publicity, and have not been without their effect 
on the impressionable Afghan mind. Much, therefore, though one may regret 
that this poverty-stricken Government should have been the victims of what 
appears to be a thoroughly bad bargain, the comparative failure of the Italian 
aeroplanes has undoubtedly had a marked and timely effect on Italian prestige in 
Kabul. 

7. It is not yet possible to assess future developments. The aim of the 
Afghan Government is to produce an air force capable of assisting effectively in 
the maintenance of internal security, and of defending itself against possible 
aggression from Iran. Under the most favourable conditions, it will be many 
years before these objects can be achieved, and force of circumstances and lack 
of experience have combined to hinder speedy and successful development. At 
present, opinion amongst officers of the Afghan air force is strongly in favour of 
British machines and methods, and the Commandant of the Air Force, though 
trained in Italy, is basing his organisation on the British system. The ready 
response of the Government of India to the requests of the Afghan Government 
for training facilities and the admirable manner in which the Royal Air Force 
in India co-operated in 1937 and again this year in training Afghan air students 
has combined with the present success of our machines in Kabul to produce a 
most favourable impression on the Afghan mind. This good impression will 
doubtless be further increased when the students now in India return from their 
year’s training, and it is in this connexion interesting to note that the proposal 
to send air students to Italy has, for the present at any rate, been abandoned. On 
the other hand, the Italian instructors are in Kabul on a two-year contract, and 
in that time will doubtless turn out pilots and mechanics capable of flying and 
maintaining their machines. 

8. Although, therefore, all indications point to the Italian experiment being 
unsatisfactory from the Afghan point of vieAV, it does not seem likely that the 
Afghan Government will be able to abandon it once started, at any rate during 
the lifetime of the present aircraft. The most probable outcome will be a 
continuation of the present state of affairs until the Afghan Government have 
sufficient money to buy more machines. If in the meantime opinion has not 
altered, I should think it probable that they will turn to us for their future 
requirements. 

9. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 

P.S.—Since the above was drafted another Romeo machine has turned over 
while taking off, owing to faulty brake adjustment, and is a total wreck. 

W. K. F.-T. 


[N 3722/2703/97] No. 7. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(.Received July 25.) 
(No. 85.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 28, 1938. 

REPORTS submitted by this Legation in the past three years have drawn 
attention to the rapid increase in the German economic penetration of 
Afghanistan. The possibility that this penetration might have motives other than 
purely economic has been mentioned, but there has hitherto been no evidence on 
which to base any conclusions of this nature. Recent events in Europe, however, 
seem to place a different interpretation on German activities in general; and the 
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recent establishment in Afghanistan of an uneconomic German air service lends 
weight to the suspicions I have at times entertained that German activities in 
Afghanistan may have ulterior motives, which in certain circumstances might 
constitute a definite menace to the British Empire. It is as yet impossible to say 
if these suspicions are well founded or not, but a brief review of Afghan-German 
relations at the present time may perhaps be of value. 

2. At the end of 1934 relations between Afghanistan and Germany were 
none too good. Early in 1935 the trial and execution in Berlin of the Afghan 
student who had murdered the Prime Minister’s brother a year before, and the 
payment by Afghanistan of an instalment of the debt owed by ex-King Amanullah 
to Germany restored confidence between the two countries at the moment when 
the first foundations of the new Afghan economic structure were being laid. It 
is probable that, had His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 
been prepared at that time to assist Afghan commercial development, Germany 
would not have obtained the foothold she now has in the economic life of this 
country. In 1935, however, the state of world politics was different from what 
it is to-day, and Germany was prepared to take commercial risks which at 
the time appeared unjustifiable to more prosperous countries. 

3. The development of German penetration of this country was favoured 
by three factors : the readiness of the German Government to advance credits and 
to accept payment partially in raw material, the supply of fairly efficient experts 
of different types who were ready to work for a moderate wage in conditions of 
supreme discomfort, and the natural German bias of Mr. Abdul Majid, president 
of the National Bank, who is married to a German wife. This combination of 
factors has produced the following results. The German Government have 
furnished credits of between 1 and 2 million pounds to Afghanistan for the 
purchase of arms, and are taking in return, over a term of years, £600,000 worth 
of raw material and the balance in cash; two of the great manufacturing firms, 
Siemens and the Steel Union, are believed to have advanced another million and a 
half pounds for the purchase of machinery, and there are now employed in 
Afghanistan over eighty Germans in twenty-five to thirty different branches 
of activity. I forward as an enclosure to this despatch an abstract taken from 
our most recent return of foreigners. It represents a conservative estimate and 
is probably not complete, but it illustrates to what extent German influence has 
permeated the early stages of industrial development of this country. 

4. On the social and cultural side of the picture the revival of the German 
school in 1935 has had a powerful and lasting effect on a proportion of the rising 
generation. Two years ago the Olympic Games at Berlin gave an opportunity to 
a number of young Afghan athletes to see something of German organisation and 
efficiency, and the tales they brought back of their experiences in Germany as 
compared with the hospitality they met with elsewhere in Europe lost nothing in 
the telling. And now there is a German air service operating regularly and 
efficiently, and linking Kabul with Berlin by a weekly flight of only forty hours’ 
duration. These are all matters which have had and are having an effect on the 
young intelligentsia of Afghanistan, among whom admiration and respect for 
the rising power of Germany is widespread. 

5. The question is how far this influence could in any conceivable circum¬ 
stances be a menace to British interests or security. So long as the world is at 
peace the assistance rendered by Germany to the progress of Afghanistan is to our 
advantage. Afghanistan wants all the help she can get in developing her resources 
and increasing her prosperity, and any country which assists her to this end 
should earn our gratitude. But in the event of war in which Great Britain was 
involved the position would be far different. It is probably true that the German 
penetration of this country is aimed primarily at Russia, and that the Germans 
see in Afghanistan the focal point in Central Asia where they might link up 
with Japan against the Soviet Government; but what is true of Russia is also true 
of India. In any war involving Great Britain and Germany, the latter would 
certainly attempt to make use or Afghanistan as a base from which at any rate 
to harass the frontier of India and tie up as much as possible of the army and 
air force in India. 

6. It may seem very unlikely that such an attempt would be at all successful, 
but experiences of the last war have shown the amazing tenacity of purpose of the 
German race and the courage with which they will further their country’s interests 
in the most difficult and dangerous circumstances. Von Lettow in East Africa 
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and Wassmuss in Iran are good instances of these qualities, and it will also not 
be forgotten that a mission of four Germans actually penetrated to Kabul in 
circumstances of extraordinary difficulty in 1917. The good sense of the Ameer 
Habibullah, aided by an annual cash subsidy of 20| lakhs of rupees, kept 
Afghanistan neutral; but the Germans are, as I have shown above, in a far 
stronger position in Afghanistan to-day than they were in 1914. 

7. I would not suggest that Afghanistan is in the least likely in the event 
of war to join either side, least of all to run the risk of annihilation by Great 
Britain; but with this extremely vulnerable border at her disposal, the question 
of the benevolence or otherwise of her neutrality is a matter of much importance. 
In 1921 Sir Denys Bray, then Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, 
recorded the following significant note in commenting on Afghan intrigue with 
the tribes : “ We must face the fact squarely that the Ameer has it in his power 
to stir up the frontier tribes whenever he likes, and by the expenditure of a few 
hundred rupees among them, and at the cost of a modicum of trouble to himself, 
to land us in an expenditure of crores and an infinity of trouble.” This fact is 
unfortunately nearly, if not quite, as true now as it was in 1921. Without a 
breach of neutrality an ill-disposed Government in Kabul could materially help 
our opponents, and it is obvious that in the event of war every effort of the 
Germans established in this country, backed by German money, would be to see 
that they did so. 

8. If the above appreciation is correct and His Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of India consider that efforts should be made while there is 
still time to counter this German influence, an estimate of our present position 
here is required. This position is in many respects considerably weaker than it 
was in the last war. It is true that we have succeeded in living down to a large 
degree the hatred and suspicions of the previous hundred years, but much of the 
goodwill engendered by our present general policy towards Afghanistan has been 
nullified by the recurring irritations of the forward policy towards the tribes. 
We have lost our exclusive position and the strong lever of a yearly cash payment 
to an impoverished country. Germany has outdone us in assistance in arms and 
machinery, and Italy in willingness to assist the air force. The general prestige 
of Britain has suffered considerably in the last few years and is only now gradually 
recovering. Against all this we have vis-a-vis this country the fact, which is an 
asset as well as a liability, that we are neighbours, that the future of Afghanistan 
must perforce depend largely on India, and that no Afghan Government are likely, 
unless driven to desperation or bribed into intrigue, to antagonise His Majesty’s 
Government, if they can help it. 

9. But this asset is not one which should be left entirely to look after itself. 
It requires attention and care if we are to preserve and encourage the good¬ 
will of these people, on which much may depend. In a recent despatch (No. 69 
of the 7th June, 1938), I have advocated increasing co-operation with this country 
in every way possible on the general grounds of the security of India. I venture 
to repeat that recommendation in regard to the specific case of securing ourselves 
against Germany. Not only on the frontier but in many other directions is 
co-operation and goodwill needed, as well as a realisation that it is in our true 
interests to do the maximum and not the minimum possible to maintain our 
position in this country. I am not, as I have previously said, advocating any 
spectacular changes of policy or lavish expenditure of money; but there are many 
ways, constantly recurring, by which we can improve our position here. 

10. There are upwards of 100 unofficial Nazi agents scattered throughout 
the length and breadth of Afghanistan, in closer touch with the people than any 
other foreigners, living the life of the country, and no doubt spreading Nazi 
propaganda and pro-German ideas wherever possible. Against this we have an 
admirable but restricted agent in our tiny air force contingent, a representative of 
Messrs. Marconi, who may soon be leaving, and the Indian Trade Agency. This 
agency has much political as well as commercial value, and could be of far more 
value were the agent able to maintain his position fully against foreign com¬ 
petition, to tour the country, to visit all the main commercial centres and to 
encourage trade exchanges between Afghanistan and India. We have recently 
been asked to find experts to assist the Afghan Government in developing their 
coal-fields. This is an opportunity, which, I trust, will not be missed, of getting 
a footing in what may be a valuable industry in the future. As a result of Sir 
Arthur Olver’s visit (see my despatch No. 62 of the 24th May, 1938), we may be 
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asked to assist the Afghan Government in the development of their animal 
husbandry. We should certainly be ready to provide experts for such an under¬ 
taking. There are at present before the Government of India certain proposals 
recently made to me by Abdul Majid (see my despatch No. 68 of the 4th June, 
1938) for assisting Afghan trade. These should receive the most careful con¬ 
sideration of the Government of India, and every endeavour should be made to 
encourage the transit of goods to and from Afghanistan through India, and to 
develop Indo-Afghan trade. 

11. The above are a few examples of opportunities which, I believe, we 
should grasp, of improving our position here. I mention them to illustrate the 
type of action I would recommend. I do not wish to suggest that ITis Majesty’s 
Government and the Government of India are not already doing a great deal for 
their position in this country; but if I am correct in my appreciation the times 
are abnormal and call for a special effort. 

12. There is one other matter 1 would mention, and that is the question of 
the air service. As your Lordship is aware, it has been decided that should the 
Soviet Government establish an air service to Kabul the Government of India 
would perforce have to exercise their right under the option granted to them in 
1930 to run a similar service from India. The reasons for this decision are given 
in paragraph 5 of despatch No. 1 of 1933 from the Government of India to His 
Majesty’s Secretary of State for India. The Soviet Government have not estab¬ 
lished an air service and appear unlikely to do so at present (see my telegram 
No. 62 of the 11th May). The question remains for consideration whether the 
Germans should be held to constitute sufficient menace to make it advisable for 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India to seek the consent of 
the Afghan Government to the establishment of an air service from India to 
Kabul, to counteract the influence of the new German service. 

13. On that question I find it very difficult to proffer advice. The German 
service carries no mails and only four passengers per trip. It cannot possibly 
pay, and its sole object must be found in its propaganda value, and in the fact 
that it may some day link up with a Japanese line across North China. So far 
as German influence in Afghanistan is concerned it is a valuable piece of propa¬ 
ganda, providing as it does the one direct link between this country and Europe, 
and giving the undoubted impression that in Europe Afghans will find their first 
and warmest welcome in Berlin. 

14. Up to the present no convention has been signed, and it is possible that 
none may be signed for some time to come. But the service is running regularly 
and a small ground staff has been established on the aerodrome. If the effect of 
this propaganda is to be counteracted at all it must be done in such manner as not 
in any way to impair the high reputation of our military aircraft in this country, 
and it should also be of some practical value, such as a weekly service from 
Lahore to Kabul and thence to Karachi, to link up with Imperial Airways. 

15. But in any consideration of this question it must also be borne ill mind 
that though the Soviet Government have contented themselves so far with protests 
against the German service, they might go further if a British service to Kabul 
were also established. They might well feel compelled in such circumstances to 
ask permission for a similar service, and it is difficult to see how the Afghan 
Government could refuse their request. It may perhaps be better, therefore, to 
leave the question of an air service alone for the present, in spite of the undoubted 
advantage the Germans have by being alone in the field. 

16. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

L have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 
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Enclosure in No. 7. 

List of Germans employed in Kabul. 


Occupation. Number. 

Chemist. 1 

Mining engineer . 1 

Engineers... 24 

Police officers . 2 

Architects . 2 

Sports instructor. 1 

Carpenters . 4 

Military instructors . 2 

Employ^ of Lufthansa. 1 

Commercial agent, merchants and clerks ... 7 

Professors. 5 

Master spinners. 2 

Aero mechanic and pilot . 3 

Mechanics. 4 

Master builder. 1 

Physician. 1 

Assistant, Afghan Government Purchase 

Department. 1 

Nursing sisters. 3 

Assistants, Afghan National Bank. 4 

Lithographer . 1 

Master dyers ... ... . ... 2 

Lady teacher . 1 

Post and telegraph expert . 1 

Locksmith. ... ... ... ... 1 

Assistant in Finance Department, Afghan 

Government. 1 

Miscellaneous . 7 

Total ... 83 


TN 3792/38/97] No. 8. 

Viscount Halifax to Sir M. Lampson ( Cairo).(f) 

(No. 993.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , August 4, 1938. 

WITH reference to Mr. Eden’s despatch No. 1280 of the 15th November 
last, regarding the proposed German air service to the Far East, I transmit to 
your Excellency herewith a copy of correspondence with the Reich Air Minister, 
from which it will be seen that permission has been granted on certain conditions 
for the establishment of this service across India and Burma. 

2. Although, as your Excellency is aware, one object of offering this con¬ 
cession had been to prevent the establishment of a direct German air service to 
Kabul, it was nevertheless felt undesirable to withdraw the offer when the Afghan 
Government gave permission for that service. The facilities now offered, Iioav- 
ever, are, of course, revocable; and a different situation would arise if the service 
to Kabul were extended to the Far East or linked up with a Japanese service 
from China. 

I am, &c. 

HALIFAX. 


( l ) Also to His Majesty's representatives at Bagdad, No. 452; Shanghai, No 539; Athens, 
No. 272; Bangkok, No. 153; Tehran, No. 256; and Kabul, No. 70, mutatis mutandis. 
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(Translation.) 


Enclosure 1 in No. 8. 

Reich Air Minister to Air Ministry, London. 


Subject: Authorisation for Flight over British India on the Berlin-Bangkok 

Service. 

Berlin, W. 8, March 12, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to inform the British Air Ministry that the Deutsche 
Lufthansa A.G., following up its plan for the proposed communications with the 
Far East, proposes first of all to organise an air service from Germany via Iraq, 
Iran and British India to Siam (provisional terminus Bangkok). No decision 
has yet been taken regarding the further points at which the service will touch. 

The Deutsche Lufthansa proposes to follow the following route: Berlin- 
Belgrade - Athens - Rhodes - Damascus - Bagdad - Basra - Bushire - Jask- 
Karachi-Jodhpur-Allahabad-Calcutta-Akyab-Rangoon-Bangkok. 

The service on this airway will at first be operated once a week in both 
directions, with intermediate landings in British India at the following places : 
Karachi-Jodhpur-Allahabad-Calcutta-Rangoon. 

No decision has as yet been taken regarding the final arrangements of the 
stages and the time-table. The Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. is, however, prepared 
to collaborate in a friendly spirit with Imperial Airways in drawing up the 
time-table. 

I would request that authorisation to operate air traffic on this airway, in 
so far as British-India territory is concerned, be granted to the Deutsche 
Lufthansa A.G. for the carriage of persons, mails and freight for hire or reward. 
In the event of the Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. being refused permission, in general, 
to engage in the carriage of persons, mails and goods for hire or reward in both 
directions in cabotage traffic between the British-India airports of Karachi and 
Rangoon, perhaps exceptions might be allowed if an arrangement between the 
Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. and Imperial Airways were reached on this matter. 

In addition, I would request that authorisation to nse the existing ground 
organisations at the ports in British India, subject to the usual conditions, be 
granted to the Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. 

A map showing the airway is attached.^) 


Enclosure 2 in No. 8. 

Air Ministry to Reich Air Minister. 

Sir, London, July 20, 1938. 

I AM glad now to be able to reply, with apologies for the delay, to your letter 
of the 12th March, in which you asked that Deutsche Lufthansa A.G. might be 
authorised to operate a regular air service across India and Burma to the Far 
East. The provisional terminus would be at Bangkok, and the route Berlin- 
Belgrade - Athens - Rhodes - Damascus - Bagdad - Basrah - Bushire - Jask- 
Karachi-Jodhpur-Allahabad-Galcutta-Akyab-Rangoon-Bangkok, with land ings 
at Karachi, Jodhpur, Allahabad and Calcutta in India and at Rangoon in Burma. 

2. The application has been sympathetically considered, in consultation with 
the Government of India and the Government of Burma, and in relation to 
General Milch’s conversation with Viscount Swinton in London on the 
18th October last, when the former expressed the view that, if a route via India 
were available, the Deutsche Lufthansa would prefer to use it as an alternative 
to the difficult route via Afghanistan. 

3. I have now the pleasure of informing you that, with the object of meeting 
the wishes of the German Government, permission for the establishment of the 
services across India and Burma along the route mentioned above will be granted, 
on the understanding that the German Government, acting in the same spirit, will 
be good enough to grant reciprocal facilities for British services and to use their 
influence, where they are in a position to do so, to assist British companies in 
obtaining facilities in the Far East. 

( J ) Not reproduced. 
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4. As regards the fifth paragraph of your letter, I would observe that the 
permission granted to foreign air transport companies at present operating over 
the route in question, does not extend to the embarkation of passengers or goods 
at one point in India or Burma for conveyance to another point in India or 
Burma, and it has been ascertained that the Governments of India and Burma 
would be unable to make an exception in favour of Deutsche Lufthansa. 

5. If the arrangement set out in paragraph 3 above is acceptable to the 
German Government, the formal permission of the Governments of India and 
Burma for the operation of the German service across their respective territories 
will be communicated to you through the diplomatic channel. 

Yours, &c. 

F. C. SHELMERDINE, 
Director-General of Civil Aviation. 


[N 3937/2932/97] ^^^^^No. 9. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tyue^io Viscount Halifax.—{Received August 8.) 
(No. 95.) 

My Lord, Kabul, July 11, 1938. 

HIS Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome was good enough to send me a copy 
of his despatch No. 577, dated the 11th June, 1938, reporting the marriage of 
ex-King Amanullah’s daughter to Ahmed Ali, son of Muhammad Wali Khan. 

2. This event was not in itself of any particular importance in Afghan eyes 
and might have passed unnoticed in Kabul had it not been for the report which 
came to the ears of the Prime Minister that the King of Italy had himself been 
present at the ceremony. I do not know whether there is any truth in this report, 
but it reached Kabul at an unfortunate moment. 

3. Such a manifestation of friendliness on the part of the Italian Royal 
House for the family of the present Afghan dynasty’s worst enemy was bad 
enough, but the news happened to coincide with the arrival on the Indian border 
of the Shami Pir, Amanullah’s emissary, with the recrudescence of pro- 
Amanullah propaganda all along the Indian side of the frontier, and with the 
consequent critical situation in Kabul itself. On occasions of this sort the 
Afghan rulers, who are normally very reasonable men, are apt to throw off 
their cloak of civilisation and revert to a state of primitive and childish unreason¬ 
ableness and suspicion. Even the unfortunate German Minister, Herr Pilger, 
did not escape on this occasion, and was roundly accused by the Foreign Minister 
of complicity in a European plot to overthrow the present dynasty, because two 
of the Lufthansa aeroplanes failed to arrive in Kabul on due date from Tehran. 

4. But, after His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India, 
the villains of the piece were the Italians Signor Quaroni told me rather 
plaintively that he had in vain tried to explain to the Prime Minister that the 
relations between King Victor Emmanuel and ex-King Amanullah were purely 
personal, that the latter had received in 1928 the Collar of the Annunziata 
which entitled him for the rest of his life to the style of “cousin” of the King 
of Italy, and consequently that participation in the marriage of Amanullah’s 
daughter by the Royal family was merely a cousinly act and did not mean that 
the Italian Government sought to restore the ex-King to the throne of 
Afghanistan. Such an explanation fell on deaf ears, as it naturally would in a 
country where the personal element enters so largely into official dealings. In 
the course of a recent conversation the Foreign Minister told me that he strongly 
suspected Signor Mussolini of having financed the Shami Pir, and reports of 
Italian money having recently reached the Faqir of Ipi from sources in India 
have again been prevalent in Kabul. 

5. I have no confirmation of the reports that Italy is fishing in the troubled 
waters of the frontier, but the Italian position in Kabul has undoubtedly 
deteriorated in the last few months. Italians have never really been popular 
here since the Piparno incident of 1924^25, but in 1936 the success attending 
the Italian arms evoked a certain degree of admiration from the Afghan people, 
to which was added the gratitude of the Afghan Government for the ready 
assistance of the Italian Government in the matter of aeroplanes. The com¬ 
parative failure of the latter and the acquiescence of Signor Mussolini in the 
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German occupation of Austria caused a reversion this spring in the minds of 
this very unstable people to their former attitude of somewhat contemptuous 
distrust of the Italians and all their works To this has now been added a 
feeling of alarm at the—to the Afghan—incomprehensible attitude of the Italian 
Royal Family towards the ex-King. 

6. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for 
India, the Government of India and to His Majesty’s Ambassador at Rome. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTT.EP. 


[N 4397/2932/97] No. 10. 

Sir N. Charles to Viscount Halifax.—(Received September 6.) 

(No. 804.) 

My Lord, Rome, September 2, 1938. 

WITH reference to the despatch addressed to your Lordship by His 
Majesty’s Minister at Kabul, No. 95 of the 11th July, I have the honour to 
inform your Lordship that a member of the staff of this Embassy enquired 
recently of the secretary of the Afghan Legation whether the report was true 
that the King of Italy had been present at the wedding of King Amanullah’s 
daughter. 

2. The secretary of the Afghan Legation replied that the King had been 
present as stated. The Legation did not, however, attach any importance to the 
fact. King Amanullah was a “ cousin ” of the King Victor Emanuel by virtue 
of his possession of the Collar of the Annunziata, and the King of Italy had 
attended for that reason. No other person of importance in the political world 
had been present. The Legation, he added, did not regard King Amanullah as 
a danger. They thought that he himself recognised that his cause was finished 
in Afghanistan. 

3. I have sent a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

NOEL CHARLES. 


[N 5087/4704/97] No. 11. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received October 18.) 
(No. 129.) 

My Lord, Kabul, September 24. 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Kabul newspaper Islali of the 15th 
September announces the following changes in the Afghan Cabinet:— 

(1) Abdul Hussain Khan (W.W. 47) to be Minister of Public Works. 

(2) Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) to be Minister of Commerce, vice Mirza 

Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450). 

(3) Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450) to be Revenue Minister. 

(4) Abdul Rahim Khan (W.W. 89) to be assistant to the Prime Minister 

with the status and pay of a Cabinet Minister. 

2. Of these appointments the most important from the point of view of 
His Majesty’s Government is the raising of Abdul Majid Khan to Cabinet rank 
in the post of Minister of Commerce. In my despatch No. 67 E. of the 2nd June I 
described briefly the circumstances attending Abdul Majid’s return to Kabul and 
the problems which confronted him. Possibly the greatest of these problems 
was the opposition he encountered from Mirza Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450), 
who has held the post of Minister of Commerce since 1930 and more recently 
has also held charge of the revenues of the country. The appointment of Abdul 
Majid to the portfolio of Commerce is awelcome indicationof the Prime Minister’s 
common sense and ability to support the only man in the country with any real 
pretensions to expert commercial knowledge. It is to be hoped that Abdul Majid’s 
health, never very robust, will stand the strain of office. It seems likely that 







his present appointment will involve his relinquishing the posts of president 
of the National Bank and of the National Joint Stock Company and thereby 
relieve him of the burden of these two offices. 

3. Of the remaining appointments, Abdul Hussain (W.W. 47) has been 
absent from Kabul since 1930 in diplomatic posts in Rome and Moscow, and I 
know nothing of him, save that he is credited, rather vaguely, with anti-British 
tendencies. He supplants in the Ministry of Public Works Abdur Rahim Khan 
(W.W. 89), whose appointment to the post of assistant to the Prime Minister, 
a sinecure so far as responsibility is concerned, marks the further eclipse of the 
once semi-independent ruler of Herat. Abdur Rahim is believed to be one of 
the leaders of the Afghan Republican party, which raised its head in rather 
ugly fashion during the critical days of June last, and his present appointment 
suggests that the Prime Minister is aware of his leanings and has little confidence 
in his loyalty. 

4. Apart from these officially announced appointments I have reported by 
telegram (No. 151 of the 24th September) the impending change in the portfolio 
for Foreign Affairs. Sirdar Faiz Muhammad informed me on the 21st September 
that he hoped shortly to be relieved of his duties as Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
a post he has held since 1929, by Ali Muhammad Khan, the present Afghan 
Minister in London, and to proceed to Angora as Afghan Ambassador to Turkey. 
His health had for some time been far from good and he was badly in need of 
a rest and change. Although anyone who has enjoyed the personal friendship of 
Faiz Muhammad for as long as I have cannot but regret his impending departure, 
that regret is tempered by the belief that his successor in office is likely to 
prove a more efficient and practical head of the Foreign Department of 
Afghanistan than Faiz Muhammad has ever been. It is, in fact, almost impossible 
to form too low an estimate of Faiz Muhammad’s organising ability, and his 
department is sadly in need of a more capable chief. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 



I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASFR-TYTLER. 


[N 5102/76/97] No. 12. 

Viscount Halifax to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler {Kabul). 

(No. 97.) 

Sir, Foreign Office , October 18, 1938. 

THE Afghan Minister called to see me to-day to take leave before returning 
to Afghanistan. The Minister spoke warmly of the cordiality with which he 
had been received in England and said that he was very sorry to be leaving. He 
felt, however, that he had got to know the English people, and he should certainly 
do his best to convey to his Government in Kabul his own appreciation and under 
standing of the English point of view. His own hope was that the future would 
see the continuous strengthening of British-Afghan relations. If these friendly 
relations could, as he anticipated, be maintained, he predicted that no difficulties 
were likely to arise between the two Governments which would not prove readily 
capable of solution. 

2. I thanked the Minister for what he had said and assured him that it was 
no less the wish of His Majesty’s Government and of the Government of India to 
see the relations of friendliness to which he had referred maintained and 
strengthened. It was no doubt inevitable that from time to time difficulties 
arising from circumstances with which we were both familiar might arise, but he 
could feel confident that it would be the constant wish of the Government of India 
to do everything that they could to have regard to any difficulties on the Afghan 
side, just as I was sure the Afghan Government would have regard to difficulties 
felt by the Government of India. This the Minister said that he fully 
appreciated. 

I am, &c. 

HALIFAX. 
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[N 5315 / 2706 / 97 ] No. 13. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received October 31.) 
(No. 137. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 5, 1938. 

THE recent crisis in Europe developed so rapidly that the Afghan 
Government had little time to appreciate the position before the Munich 
Agreement brought immediate tension to an end. During the critical week, 
the 25th September to the 1st October, 1 happened to have interviews with 
three prominent members of the Afghan Cabinet: Abdul Majid, the Minister of 
Commerce ; Sirdar Faiz Muhammad Khan, the Foreign Minister; and His Royal 
Highness Sirdar Hashim Khan, the Prime Minister. Abdul Majid, who is 
credited with pro-German sentiments, expressed the greatest anxiety for the 
future of Afghan trade, should war break out, and the profound hope of the 
Afghan people that Mr. Chamberlain’s efforts to find a peaceful solution might 
still be successful. 

2. I saw the Foreign Minister on the morning of Thursday, the 29th, 
when the news had just reached Kabul that the meeting at Munich had been 
arranged. I found Faiz Muhammad in a hopeful frame of mind, but took 
occasion to impress on him the real danger to our future relations of German 
and Italian propaganda in this country. I told the Foreign Minister that this 
propaganda was already under way, and that should the Munich negotiations 
fail it would receive great impetus on the arrival of the German Minister, who 
was expected to return to Kabul from Berlin by air on the 1st October. Faiz 
Muhammad seemed rather surprised by these remarks and declared that the 
Afghan Government had no political connexion whatever with Germany, and 
had not the slightest intention of allowing their commercial connexions with 
that country to interfere with their political relations with Great Britain and 
Russia. I told Faiz Muhammad that I was quite sure of the Afghan 
Government’s good intentions. All I wished to do was to warn him that in the 
event of war German agents already in this country would make every possible 
effort to nullify them, and to embroil us in some way or other, such as by 
propaganda on the question of Palestine and intrigue on the frontier. 

3. At my interview with the Prime Minister on the evening of the 
1st October His Royal Highness expressed, on behalf of his Government and 
country, his warm appreciation of Mr. Chamberlain’s perseverance and skill, 
which had earned him the world’s gratitude. He went on to say, with reference 
to the forthcoming visit to Kabul by the Foreign Secretary of the Government 
of India, that ho was only sorry that it had not taken placo ten days earlier. 
Tf it had done so the Afghan Government would have had an opportunity of 
proving by their attitude at that critical time the true value they attached to 
their oft-repeated assertions of their desire to stand well with the British 
Government. 

4. The general impression I have derived from observations here in the 
past fortnight is that the feeling among the educated classes was on the whole 
in favour of Czechoslovakia as a small country, victimised by a powerful and 
aggressive neighbour. There exists, however, a considerable pro-German 
element both in and outside the Government, and though it is most unlikely 
that any Afghan Government would, in the event of a European war, depart 
from a policy of neutrality, I was preparing for a violent campaign of anti- 
British propaganda and intrigue on the part of the many German subjeots and 
their friends in Afghanistan. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


E 
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[N 5505/312/97] No. 14. 


Sir P. Loraine to Viscount Halifax.—(Received November 10.) 

(No. 549.) 

My Lord, Angora, November 2, 1938. 

IN my despatch No. 195 of the 6th April, 1937, I drew Mr. Eden’s attention 
to the engagement by the Afghan Government of a number of Turkish 
specialists. I now have the honour to inform your Lordship that an educational 
mission, consisting of eight persons, is about to leave Angora for Kabul at the 
request of the Afghan Government. The mission is led by M. Ismail Hikmet, 
Inspector-General of Education, who is to take over the direction of the 
‘ ‘ ecole normale ’ ’ at Kabul. 

2. I am sending a copy of this despatch to His Majesty’s Minister at Kabul. 

I have, &c. 

PERCY LORAINE. 


[N 5560/70/97] No. 15. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—{Received November 14.) 
(No. 143.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 18, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to report that the Foreign Secretary to the Government 
of India, Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, K.C.I.E., C.S.I., M.V.O., arrived in Kabul on 
the 6th October on an official visit to the Government of Afghanistan. 

2. This visit was the outcome of the suggestion made by His Majesty’s 
Government, in your Lordship’s telegram No. 57 of the 28th July, that a frank 
discussion between the Governments of India and Afghanistan on political and 
economic matters might be of value at the present juncture. The Prime Minister 
welcomed this suggestion when I put it to him, and at an interview shortly 
before I left for Simla at the end of August extended an invitation to the 
Foreign Secretary to visit Kabul. In Simla I found that the Government of 
India, while anxious to accept the invitation, were considering whether it would 
not be advisable to send a military representative to accompany the Foreign 
Secretary to Kabul, in view of the important military aspects of the frontier 
problem. On my return to Kabul I sounded the Prime Minister on this point. 
His Royal Highness, who, in spite of all arguments to the contrary, persists in 
cherishing the belief that there are two policies on the Indian side of the frontier, 
a civil and a military, which do not always harmonise, welcomed the suggestion 
as giving him an opportunity to test his theory, but asked that, in view of the 
publicity which would inevitably attend this visit, the military member should 
not accompany the Foreign Secretary, but should precede him by a day or two, 
travelling as a private guest of the legation. Colonel G. B. Henderson, C.I.E., 
of the General Staff, therefore reached Kabul on the 5th October, and, after 
spending a night in the legation, moved over to the State guest house. 

3. By special permission of the Afghan Government, Sir Aubrey Metcalfe 
travelled by air from Lahore in an Air Speed Envoy machine belonging to the 
Royal Air Force, piloted by Air Marshal Sir Philip Joubert de la Ferte, K.C.B., 
C.M.G., D.S.O., and accompanied by a second similar machine carrying a wireless 
installation. The party was met on arrival by myself and members of my staff, 
by the “ chef du protocole ” and by a senior official of the Afghan Ministry for 
Foreign Affairs. A guard of honour from one of the Guard regiments was 
provided, after inspection of which Sir Aubrey Metcalfe drove to the State 
guest house. 

4. The next three days were taken up, in Afghan fashion, with official calls, 
a lunch-party at Paghman given by the Minister of Court and a dinner-party 
followed by a reception at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. On Tuesday, the 
11th October, Sir Aubrey Metcalfe was received in audience by the King, and 
that evening attended a reception at the legation, to which members of the 
Cabinet and of the Diplomatic Corps were invited. The party left Kabul on 
Wednesday morning, the 12th October. 
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5. During the visit Air Marshal Sir Philip Joubert de la Ferte, who stayed 
with me as a private guest, was received by His Royal Highness the War Minister, 
and had an interview with the commandant of the Afghan air force. On the 
10th October the air marshal was good enough to give a number of short flights 
to Afghan officials, some thirty of whom were afforded a much appreciated 
opportunity of seeing Kabul from the air. 

6. The business part of the visit took place on the 10th and 11th October, 
when conversations, which lasted for upwards of five hours each day, were held. 
Sir Aubrey Metcalfe was assisted by Colonel Henderson and myself, while on 
the Afghan side the Prime Minister, the War Minister and the Foreign Minister 
took the principal part in the discussions. The Ministers of Education and 
Commerce were also present as representing the younger clement in the Afghan 
Cabinet. 

7. The conversations were of a frank and most cordial character and 
covered a wide range of political and economic subjects. But as I understand 
Sir Aubrey Metcalfe is submitting a detailed report on his visit to his Excellency 
the Viceroy, which the Government of India will no doubt forward in due course 
for your Lordship’s information, I do not think it necessary or advisable for me 
to attempt a detailed survey of what passed in the course of these conversations, 
in which, in any case, I took only a minor part. Two subjects, however, were 
touched on which concern His Majesty’s Government directly, namely, Palestine 
and Russia. The former has already formed the subject of separate correspondence 
(see my telegram of the 16th October, No. 154). On the latter I hope to address 
your Lordship shortly by separate despatch. 

8. Generally speaking, the visit appears to have been an unqualified success. 
I forward as an enclosure^) to this despatch a communique issued by the Afghan 
Government giving the official version of what passed, and from all I hear the 
sentiments therein expressed represent the actual impression derived from the 
first personal contact for very many years between the Foreign Secretary of the 
Government of India and representatives of the Afghan Government. It remains 
to be seen whether the changes and chances of frontier politics will make possible 
the peace and co-operation in the tribal areas which both Governments so 
obviously desire; but a beginning has been made, and if it does nothing else, this 
visit has removed many doubts and fears from the minds of this most suspicious 
people. This is, in itself, a great step forward, and I may perhaps be permitted 
to pay a tribute to the manner in which Sir Aubrey Metcalfe combined tact with 

j frankness in discussing a number of exceedingly delicate and controversial 
| problems. 

9. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &o. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 

( l ) Not printed. 


[N 5315/2706/97] No. 16. 

Viscount Halifax lo lAnitenant-Golonel Fraser-Tijtier (Kabul). 

(No. 105.) 

Sii' t Foreign Office, November 16, 1938. 

I HAVE read with interest your despatch No. 137, Confidential, of the 
5th October last, regarding the attitude of the Afghan Government towards the 
recent European crisis and the danger of German propaganda in Afghanistan; 
and I approve the action which you took and the language which you held to 
members of the Afghan Cabinet in this connexion, as reported therein. 

I am, &e. 

HALIFAX. 
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[N 3695/10/07] No. 17. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received 'November 21.) 
(No. 148.) 

My Lord, Kabul, November 11, 1938. 

IN May of this year I had the honour to furnish your Lordship with a 
report (in my despatch No. 55 of 10th May, 1938), on the position of the Afghan 
air force, resulting from the purchase of eight British and twenty-four Italian 
machines in 1937 By the Afghan Government, and from their decision to employ 
British and Italian experts to train their pilots and instruct their mechanics. 
The report showed that after making all possible allowances the British aircraft 
and training were superior to the Italian. 

2. Reports received since that date show that this superiority has been 
maintained. The present position as summarised by Mr. Russell-Stracey may be 
stated as follows :— 

British .—Seven machines out of a total of eight are at present in completely 
serviceable condition. Two have “ crashed ” due to careless handling by Afghan 
pilots, and one of these machines is badly damaged hut is repairable. 

Nine pilots have been trained up to a fairly efficient standard, and seven of 
these took part in operations in Katawaz this summer. 

Hind machines are admirably suited to Afghan requirements and to the high 
altitude aerodromes of Afghanistan. 

Italian .—Six Romeo machines out of a total of sixteen are at present in a 
completely serviceable condition. There have been fourteen “ crashes,” chiefly 
due to a faulty braking system. Three machines are irreparable. 

Six Breda training machines out of eight are completely serviceable. The 
two which have crashed are irreparable. 

Twelve pilots out of twenty-four have been trained, but their standard is 
very poor, so much so that four of them have been handed over to the British 
instructor, while three of his best pilots have been transferred to the Italian 
instructor in an endeavour to improve the quality of his class. 

Romeo machines are unable to take off or land on the Kabul or Ghazni 
aerodromes with a war load on board, and appear most unsuited to Afghan 
requirements in every way. 

3. I have no doubt that this information is correct. I have no means of 
verifying details; but it is not difficult to distinguish the British and Italian 
machines in the air, and all flying training takes place within sight of this 
legation. Even to a layman the difference between the training given to the 
pilots of the two types of machines is very striking, and their performance equally 
so. In the critical days of June and early July it was reassuring to see the little 
flight of three or four Hind machines in formation crossing the Asmai heights 
soon after dawn on their way to Katawaz, and returning in the evening after 
handing in their reports at Ghazni, How far the tales they brought back of their 
prowess were exaggerated it is difficult to say, but it seems probable that they 
played a considerable part in the discomfiture of the rebels, and their regular 
appearance over Ghazni and Kabul had a most steadying effect on the population. 

4. During that period the Romeos only once attempted a similar flight. 
One machine was loaded with bombs and only got off the aerodrome at Kabul 
with the greatest difficulty. It is said to have dropped its bombs on a friendly 
village. At any rate the experiment was not repeated, though single Romeo 
machines were used for reconnaissance purposes in the Eastern Province, where 
on one occasion at least they violated the frontier. 

5. Generally speaking, the difference between the machines and training 
of the two contingents is so marked that there is a temptation to leave well alone, 
to allow the manifest superiority of the British to point the moral, and to await 
the day when the Afghans will fully realise the failure of the Italian experiment 
and will turn to us for further assistance in building up their air force. 

6. The position, however, is not quite so straightforward as one could wish 
and as I anticipated in my previous despatch on this subject. The Afghan Air 
Commandant is Italian-trained and speaks Italian but no English. He has, there¬ 
fore, a natural predilection in favour of the Italian contingent, whom he under¬ 
stands and with whom he can converse freely. It is also he who has been solely 
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responsible for the purchase of the Italian as well as of the British machines. It 
seems, therefore, unlikely that he has given away the true position to the Prime 
and War Ministers, or confessed that his knowledge of his profession was so 
superficial that he allowed himself when in Italy to be hoodwinked to the extent 
of buying sixteen entirely unsuitable machines for his Government. I am, there¬ 
fore, inclined to think that the Afghan Cabinet, who are unlikely to be able to 
distinguish between the British and Italian aircraft, have had little opportunity 
of estimating the true state of affairs, or of realising that they have wasted their 
money in buying Romeos, and will continue to do so if they purchase more aircraft 
of this class or spares for those that are left. 

7. In addition to this, the contracts for the British experts are for one 
year, while those for the Italian experts are for two. It is possible that the 
British mechanics may extend their contracts if asked to do so, but Mr. Russell- 
Stracey finds the position so unsatisfactory and the prospects of ever making 
much progress in the present conditions of dual control so remote, that he is 
likely to return to England when his contract expires in February 1939. Unless 
another instructor is found to replace him, or the Afghans persuade him to remain, 
British influence in the higher ranks of the air force will then disappear. The 
Italian instructors will have the field to themselves, and it is possible that in spite 
of their comparative failure up to date, Italian propaganda and other factors 
may enable them to keep the footing they have gained in the air force, and 
possibly to increase their influence. Another possibility of which I have recently 
heard rumours is that the Afghan Government may be tempted to turn to 
Germany, in view of the failure of the Italian experiment. This is so far only a 
rumour, and such reports as I have hitherto received of a more definite nature 
are concerned with the purchase of civil aircraft. But the possibility should not 
be ignored that the Afghan Government may be foolish enough to purchase 
military aircraft from Germany, and so add to the confusion already existing 
in their air force. German influence already exists in the Afghan land forces, 
and I imagine that its extension to their air force would be extremely unwelcome 
to His Majesty’s Government and to the Government of India. 

8. In view of the urgency of discovering what the intentions of the Afghan 
Government are, particularly in regard to the future of the British contingent, 

I have had in mind the advisability of a frank discussion with the Prime Minister 
on the whole subject. But as such a discussion is very probable if not certain to 
lead to a request for assistance from His Majesty’s Government, I have thought 
it advisable in the first instance to inform your Lordship of the position and to 
request instructions, while at the same time placing before you certain suggestions 
for the future. 

9. There are two factors affecting the future : the first is the question of 
how far His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India are prepared 
to allow Italian or German influence to predominate in the Afghan air force, the 
second is the question of the future efficiency of the air force itself. As to the 
first, I find it difficult to estimate, now that the Anglo-Italian Pact has come into 
force, to what extent, if at all, Italian interests are likely to run counter to British 
interests in future. But even if they are not likely to do so, I cannot recommend 
from the local point of view that we should stand idly by and allow the Italians 
to take charge of one of the most vital of the Afghan services. We have many 
advantages in our dealings with Afghanistan, the principal being the goodwill of 
the Afghan Government, and their dependence on our goodwill. But foreign 
competition in this country is keen, and, if we are to maintain our position, we 
require an active policy to foster good relations and a readiness to seize any 
opportunity of strengthening our hold. In 1935 we were offered the chance of 
establishing a predominant influence in the air force and refused it. It is possible 
that the chance may now be offered to us again. I recommend that this time we 
should take it. 

10. As regards the efficiency of the Afghan air force, we have seen this 
summer what British experts can do with the materials at their disposal. Given 
a free hand, I have no doubt that in a couple of years or so they could turn out a 
fairly efficient little air force of perhaps two squadrons, fully sufficient for 
Afghanistan’s internal requirements. The moral effect, of such a force would be 
great, and its practical utility in maintaining order in the frontier areas would 
be of much value. We could, in fact, hardly render a more valuable service to the 
cause of the Afghan Government’s stability than to equip and run their air force 

[18888] e 3 









54 


for them. There is a further point. The Government of India have generously 
undertaken the training of a batch of air force students for the Afghan 
Government. Such training is excellent propaganda, and of real utility as part 
of a general scheme of controlling the Afghan air force. But it loses much of 
its value if these students on return to Kabul are to be handed over to Italian 
supervisors, whose slackness and inefficiency have in the past year helped to 
produce the deplorable results described above. 

11. This, then, is the position to which I would invite the consideration of 
His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India. There would appear 
to be two courses open to us. The first is to allow things to go on as they are, 
endeavour to replace Mr. Russell-Stracey, if his replacement is asked for, and 
trust that the gradual disintegration of the Italian contingent will before long 
bring home the truth to the Afghan Government and cause them to turn to us. 

12. The second course, which is the one I recommend, is that we should 
seize this opportunity to endeavour to gain the dominating position in the 
Afghan air force which we were offered in 1935, and in so doing strengthen our 
position here and render a notable service to the cause of Afghanistan’s stability. 
I realise that in order to do this we must be prepared to spend money, and that 
any proposals I put forward are open both to financial and technical criticism. 
This is inevitable, but the technical aspects of my proposals can easily be 
corrected, and the financial outlay will, I believe, be worth making. 

13. I recommend, therefore, that I should be authorised to approach the 
Prime Minister and remind him that in 1935 the Afghan Government were 
prepared to purchase all their requirements from His Majesty’s Government, but 
that for reasons of policy and finance this offer could not be accepted in full at 
that time, and the Afghan Government preferred to turn to Italy for the bulk of 
their requirements, rather than to wait and complete these by instalments from 
British sources. I would then discuss frankly with him the present condition of 
his air force, emphasising the futility and waste in such a service of dual control. 
I would inform him that His Majesty’s Government have watched the progress 
of this experiment with interest, but with some concern, in view of the importance 
to themselves in its bearing on Afghan stability of an efficient air force in 
Afghanistan. They had now decided in their own interests, as well as in those 
of the Afghan Government, to suggest the advisability of reverting to the original 
proposals of 1935, and to enquire whether the Afghan Government would be 
prepared to accept their co-operation in building up a really efficient air force of 
two squadrons of fighting machines with eight training machines. If so, His 
Majesty’s Government would, as a token of goodwill, be prepared to make them a 
present of four training machines of a type suitable to their requirements from 
their reserves of aircraft which were now becoming obsolete owing to the progress 
of rearmament. Four more similar machines would be offered at a nominal figure 
as they became available. For the formation of their fighting squadrons, His 
Majesty’s Government would be prepared to make up the present Hind contingent 
to a full squadron of twelve, by the immediate sale, on the same terms as before, 
of four Hind or other suitable machines. The second squadron would be formed 
by yearly instalments of four or more machines of suitable types, on similar terms, 
the number to be supplied each year to depend on the ability of the Afghan 
Government to pay for them. In addition to this, the Government of India would 
be prepared to undertake the training of pilots, observers and mechanics, if not 
gratis at any rate at the lowest possible figure, until such time as the Afghan air 
force was itself in a position to take over this task. 

14. The only stipulation I would propose to make in connexion with the 
above offer would be that the Afghan Government should employ for the next few 
years an adequate staff of British instructors and mechanics, to supervise main¬ 
tenance and give such flying instructions as might be necessary. I would not 
propose to make any formal stipulations regarding the continued employment of 
the Italians, though I might suggest informally to the Prime Minister that if he 
accepts these proposals their continued employment was really a waste of time 
and money. But a formal request that the Afghan Government “ will in future 
build up their air force mainly from British sources ” might produce the same 
reactions as it did in 1936 (see the correspondence ending with Mr. Eden’s 
telegram No. 74 of the 13th November, 1936). It would, I think, be preferable to 
leave the future to take care of itself, and to trust to the efficiency of our machines 
and instructors to achieve the result we desire. In any case, it must be 
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remembered that there are a number of fairly efficient Italian machines still here 
for which a use may be found, and it would hardly be reasonable to expect the 
Afghan Government to write them all off at once. 

15. I consider the above proposals to be the minimum we can make if we are 
to achieve our objects. It is possible that even now the Afghan Government may 
consider that our machines are too expensive for them, and that, if we wish to 
control their air force, we may have to increase our offer. But my main object at 
present is to report the present position for your Lordship’s information so as to 
enable His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India to review the 
situation and formulate a policy for the future. My concrete proposals should 
be looked on only as a basis for discussion. I might, however, venture to suggest 
that on the technical aspects of the question the views of the Air Officer 
Commanding in India would at the present juncture be of particular value, since 
he recently paid a visit to Kabul by air and had an opportunity during a week’s 
visit of seeing something of Afghan conditions and of the performance of the 
British and Italian contingents. 

16. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N 6076/1527/97] No. 18. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytier to Viscount Halifax.—(Received December 12.) 
(No. 151.) 

My Lord, Kabul, November 16, 1938. 

IN paragraph 7 of my despatch reporting on the visit to Kabul of the 
Foreign Secretary to the Government of India (No. 143 of the 18th October, 1938), 
I mentioned that the question of Russia had been touched on in the course of 
our conversations and added that I proposed to address your Lordship separately 
on this subject. I have now received a copy of the note recorded by Sir Aubrey 
Metcalfe on his visit; and I find that he has described fully the trend of the 
Afghan Minister’s remarks about Russia. I am therefore forwarding as 
enclosures to this despatch the relevant extracts from the Foreign Secretary’s 
note, from which it will be seen that the Afghan Government are somewhat 
disturbed at the present trend of world politics and feel that concrete measures 
of preparation should be taken by themselves, if possible in concert with His 
Majesty’s Government, lest Afghanistan should some day share the fate of 
Abyssinia. 

2. It has been apparent, ever since the Abyssinian debacle of 1936, that the 
Afghan Government have completely lost faith in the League of Nations as a 
means of insurance against external aggression, and no longer regard the 
assurances given by Sir Richard Maconachie in 1932 as adequate to meet a 
situation which might arise on their northern borders, however remote such a 
possibility may appear at present. 

3. On the other hand, such information as I have about the present internal 
condition and foreign policy of the Soviet Government shows that the prospects 
of armed aggression by Soviet forces against this country, within the next ten 
years at least, are so remote that, if this were the only point now at issue, no 
more specific guarantees than those stated in Sir J. Simons despatch No. 82 
of the 17th October, 1932, would at present be necessary, even if it were possible 

to give them. . 

4. It must be remembered, however, that a number of other factors in world 
politics have presented themselves since the assurances of 1932 were given. The 
Abyssinian affair and recent events in Europe have seriously disturbed the Afghan 
Government and have caused them to take stock of their present unsatisfactory 
position. The Russian menace has retreated into the background, but it is 
impossible to say how long it will remain there and whether in ten years it will 
not have revived. As the Prime Minister recently said to me : “Who, ten years 
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ago, would have looked on Italy as a menace to the integrity of Abyssinia 1 And 
yet see what has happened! Ten years is all too short a time to prepare for such 
a menace as Russia might become/ 5 

5. Other factors are the growing power of Germany and the position which 
she, Italy and Japan have taken up as the champions of anti-communism, a 
position which appeals strongly to Afghan sentiment. Yet another is the decline, 
temporary it may be hoped, but at the moment definite, of the British position 
in the Mahometan world owing to events in Palestine. 

6. All these factors combine to make the situation, both for ourselves and 
for Afghanistan, very different in 1938 from what it was in 1932. The Russian 
menace has always been an obsession with the Prime Minister, and there is a 
possibility that if we now respond to his advances by merely reiterating the rather 
vague assurances of 1932, he may decide, or be compelled by the pro-German 
elements in his Government, to turn more directly to the anti-Communist Powers 
for help in improving his defences. Such a reorientation of policy would be taken 
full advantage of, and, although in the first instance directed against Russia, 
might lead to a position directly menacing our interests. During the recent crisis 
I had occasion to consider the likely trend of German policy in this country in 
the event of war. I came to the conclusion that they would do everything in 
their power to persuade the Afghan Government, while not departing from a 
policy of neutrality, to embroil us with the frontier tribes, and so to tie up as 
much of the army in India as possible on the frontier. The reward offered for 
this in the event of victory might well have been the North-Western Provinces 
of India, including the much coveted port of Karachi. To a land-locked State 
such a prize would be worth much, including as it would much of the territory 
ruled by the Afghan Amirs before the rise of the Sikhs; and probably the only 
person in Afghanistan on whose loyalty to his obligations we could have counted 
in the face of such temptation would have been the Prime Minister. 

7. With all these considerations before me I feel compelled to recommend 
that, however remote the Russian menace may in fact be, TIis Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment and the Government of India should consider whether it would not be 
advisable to meet the Prime Minister’s advances by some more concrete response 
than has hitherto been given. It is. I realise, extremely difficult to envisage what 
form Russian aggression would take, and consequently doubly difficult, from the 
practical as well as the political point of view, to say what action could be taken 
to assist Afghanistan in the event of such aggression. But, broadly speaking, it 
seems certain that some form of British assistance would be forthcoming in such 
circumstances. It would not, at any rate in the initial stages, take the form of 
the despatch of military forces, since such would be likely to lead to trouble with 
the tribes, but it would probably take the form of assistance by the supply of 
munitions and money and by the despatch of air and military missions to assist 
witli technical advice. 

8. I am doubtful, however, whether His Majesty’s Government could at 
the present time commit themselves by authorising a statement to the Prime 
Minister on the lines indicated above. I am more inclined to recommend that 
in any further discussion I should endeavour to elucidate more precisely what 
His Royal Highness has in mind, and that, if he makes a request for a definite 
assurance of support, I should point out to him that it would be quite impossible 
for any Government to give such an assurance to cover a contingency which is not 
at all Hkely to arise for another ten years at least. At the same time I would 
assure him of the goodwill of His Majesty’s Government and of their sympathy 
with his desire to improve the defences of his country against possible 
eventualities. 

9. I would then discuss with him any measures which he might have in 
view to this end and offer the assistance of His Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of India in carrying them out. I do not know, of course, what 
these proposals would be; but the field for improvement is vast, particularly in 
the training of the land forces. What is chiefly lacking at present is training 
in technical subjects and the formation of an efficient and energetic officer class. 
It might be possible to assist in these two matters, if concrete proposals were put 
forward, by offering training to a limited number of selected officers in technical 
subjects or by attaching some officers to the staff of brigades or to units. So 
far as the air force is concerned, I have just had the honour to place before 
your Lordship (see my despatch No. 148 of the 11th November, 1938) certain 
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proposals which, if approved, would lead to a large measure of assistance by 
us to the Afghan air arm, with the object of forming a small but efficient air 
force within the next few years. It is, of course, obvious that neither of these 
measures would make any very great difference to the power of Afghanistan 
to resist armed aggression by Russia. At the same time, they would lead to the 
improvement of their forces, which, from the point of view of internal security 
and control of the tribal areas, would be of considerable value, while they would 
increase British influence in this country and help to a better understanding 
between the armed forces of the two nations. Above all, they would strengthen 
the belief, not at present widely held in this country, that the British Govern¬ 
ment are genuinely anxious to assist in the progress and welfare of Afghanistan. 

10. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 18. 

Extracts from the Report on the Visit of the Foreign Secretary to the 
Government of India to Kabul. 

####** 

7. At this point the Foreign Minister intervened with some remarks about 
the Russian menace both to Afghanistan and to India, for which it was, in his 
opinion, most necessary to prepare co-operative measures in ad\ ance. As the 
subject seemed likely to provoke a lengthy discussion, the Prime Minister 
decided to adjourn for luncheon. On resumption after a heavy meal of ten 
courses, the Foreign Minister returned to the charge regarding Russia and the 
Soviet menace. He referred at some length to the conversations of 1933, when 
the Afghan Government had attempted, without success, to secure from Iiis 
Majesty’s Government effective guarantees of military assistance in case they 
were attacked by Russia. The assurances then received were, in his opinion, most 
unsatisfactory, since His Majesty’s Government had merely expressed the opinion 
that the Soviet Government were entirely occupied with internal problems, and 
had added that they would consider the problem when it arose but not before. 
Subsequent experience of the manner in which the Abyssinian and Czechoslovak 
problems had, in fact, been dealt with by His Majesty’s Government had shaken 
the Afghan Government’s confidence in the value of the very limited assurances 
which they had received, and also in the capacity of the League of Nations to 
protect smaller and weaker nations like Afghanistan. The Foreign Minister 
added that for the last seven yeais the Afghan Government had stood firmly 
against attempted Soviet penetration of Afghanistan, and in so doing felt 
that they were rendering valuable service to the Government of India as well as 
to their own country, which entitled them to receive something more concrete 
in the way of assurances of support. I replied that this was a matter of Imperial 
policy, with which the Government of India were not directly concerned, but 
that His Majesty’s Minister would no doubt report their views to the British 
Government. The precise object which the Foreign Minister had in mind in 
making this diversion was not clear, but it seems probable that he wished to 
emphasise the value of Afghan friendship and to invite more liberal offers of 
material help in armaments than have hitherto been forthcoming either from 
His Majesty’s Government of from the Government of India. Later in the 
proceedings, the Prime Minister himself spoke on somewhat similar lines and 
was rather more explicit in his requests for assistance. 

###### 

15. The discussion of concrete political questions having now been concluded, 
T proposed to pass on to the economic questions which required discussion with 
the Commerce Minister. Before these were taken up, however, the Prime Minister 
made another appeal with regard to the Russian danger. He pointed out that 
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Sir Richard Maconachie had given no effective assurances and referred again 
to the complete lack of support received by Abyssinia when she was threatened 
and finally annexed by the Italian Government. Sir Richard Maconachie, under 
instructions from His Majesty’s Government, had merely said that details should 
be arranged at the time the danger arose; but the Prime Minister felt that some 
previous preparations should be made, since the Afghans were not themselves in a 
position to put up an effective defensive line against Russian aggression. I pointed 
out that His Majesty’s Government did not regard Russia as an immediate 
danger and would certainly decline to commit themselves any further than 
they had done already. The Prime Minister then explained that he was not 
asking for gifts, but was proposing to suggest shortly that both His Majesty’s 
Government and the Government of India should be more generous in giving 
education in technical and other subjects to Afghan students, since such education 
was necessary, if they were to have even a moderately efficient defence force. 
They were also most anxious that we should not regard the development of their 
army as in any way aimed at India or as intended for any other purpose than 
that of protecting themselves and India against Russian aggression. 

# # # # # 


# 




5tt 


CHAPTER II.—TRIBAL AFFAIRS. 


[N 17/8/97] No. 19. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received January 3, 1938.) 
(No. 126.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 9, 1937. 

I WAS interested to note on my return to Kabul that the Government of 
India had, in paragraph 3 of their telegram of the 25th October last, refused to 
admit that the trouble in Katawaz last summer was wholly or even mainly due to 
the Waziristan operations, and ascribed it to the tighter control now exercised 
by the Afghan Government in Katawaz. I had speculated on this point while on 
leave, and last week made some enquiries from private and Afghan official sources. 

2. The information I obtained from these enquiries on the whole bears out 
the Government of India’s contention. The agitation aroused last summer by 
an inter-tribal dispute over grazing rights caused the Afghan Government to 
strengthen their hold over the Katawaz area, and orders were given to construct 
a fort at Zarghun Shah. Unfortunately, as the Prime Minister frankly informed 
me, the construction of the fort and the arrangements for protection of the workers 
were placed in the hands of a most incompetent military official, who, in spite 
of warnings, devoted his energies to the building of the fort and neglected its 
defence while under construction. This was too good an opportunity to be missed, 
and the Suleiman Khel took the fullest advantage of it. The fact that during the 
action the military commander was shot in the eye was, as the Prime Minister 
caustically added, only a partial consolation for the loss of valuable lives and arms 
through his neglect. 

3. At the same time, he said, the continued state of unrest in that area 
throughout the summer was due very largely to the preaching of agitators from 
across the border, and to the efforts made by the Afghan Government to restrain 
the Suleiman Khel from joining the hostile lashkars in Waziristan. He mentioned 
particularly in this connexion the Faqir of Lakai (or Lakki), and said that he 
much hoped that the Government of India would restrain him and Pir Ali 
Haider Shah (W.W. 171a) from further subversive activities and would make 
every effort to arrest the leaders of the Suleiman Khel section who were now 
in India. 

4. A reference to my telegram No. 49 of the 7th June last shows that the 
Faqir of Lakai was engaged in inciting the Ghilzai tribes of Katawaz last 
summer. I can find nothing to show that the Government of India succeeded in 
identifying him; and I have addressed them by telegram asking that steps should, 
if possible, be taken to restrain Pir Ali Haider Shah and the Faqir of Lakai. 
It is also evident from Government of India’s telegram No. 277 of the 28th June 
last that parties of Ghilzais did at one time join the hostile lashkars. It seems 
reasonable, therefore, to conclude that Waziristan affairs contributed something 
io the general unrest prevalent among the Suleiman Khel during the past 
six months. 

5. It is difficult to estimate whether there will be further trouble when the 
Ghilzais return in the spring. Much depends on how far the Afghan Government 
are able to come to terms with the disaffected leaders during the next few months, 
and whether the Government of India are able to arrest those who are now in 
India. The activities of the Faqir of Ipi may also have an effect. 

6. The Afghan Government are watching the situation carefully and are 
prepared for a recrudescence of trouble. In a recent conversation the Italian 
Minister informed me that he took the insistence of the Afghan authorities on the 
earliest possible delivery of the aeroplanes ordered in Italy to be a sign that the 
Afghan Government wished to have as many as possible of these available by the 
spring. In the present state of the Afghan army, and particularly of its higher 
ranks, they are perhaps wise to put more faith in the efficacy of the air force in 
preventing large gatherings of hostile tribesmen than in the army. 

7. I am sending copies of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 

and to the Government of India. j 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 
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[N 2924/8/97] No. 20. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received June 14.) 

(No. 66.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 1,1938. 

IN my telegram No. 65 of the 21st May I had the honour to report what 
I believed to be His Royal Highness the Prime Minister’s attitude towards the 
problem of the Faqir of Ipi, and I also promised to discuss the question with 
him further at the first opportunity. The Prime Minister is so immersed at 
present in commercial and financial matters that he is not very accessible. A 
chance occurred, however, a few days ago at a garden party, of a conversation 
with him, which lasted upwards of an hour, on this and other subjects. 

2. I enquired as to the present position in the Southern Province and 
whether the Afghan Government had made any headway in their efforts to 
persuade the Faqir of Ipi to abandon the struggle. The Prime Minister said 
that he had put four Zadran maliks in Gardez jail for visiting the faqir, but 
had not made any positive progress. The faqir was now in Afghanistan and 
he had to walk very warily. At present the Southern Province was quiet, and 
he had no intention of stirring up a hornets’ nest if he could help it, by making 
too forcible an approach to the faqir. I said that I appreciated this point; 
at the same time the continued presence of the faqir on our borders was a 
menace to both Governments. He was now on the Afghan side, and I asked 
for a measure of co-operation on the part of the Afghan Government in securing 
his removal. The Prime Minister replied with some bitterness that he had 
been ready and willing to extend to the Government of India the fullest 
co-operation when it would have been comparatively easy for him to do so. His 
offer had been refused, but now, when the faqir had gained influence and 
prestige, the Government of India forcibly ejected him into Afghan territory 
and demanded co-operation from the Afghan Government. The situation was 
now very different, so far as Afghanistan was concerned, from what it had been 
twelve months ago, and although he would do his best, the Government of India 
should not expect him to co-operate with them just when and where they pleased. 
In a case of this sort, which involved both sides of the border, co-operation to 
be successful must be whole-hearted. I pointed out in reply the insuperable 
difficulty of allowing Afghan intervention right down to the borders of the 
settled districts, and the conversation continued on these lines for some time 
It is unnecessary to recapitulate it in detail, but I discovered before we had 
finished something of the root cause of the Prime Minister’s rather difficult 
attitude towards the problem of the faqir. He has hinted at it before but has 
never stated it so explicitly. 

3. You will remember that at the end of January last year His Royal 
Highness visited London, where he was received by The King and entertained 
by high officials of His Majesty’s Government. This visit made a profound 
impression on Muhammad Hashim Khan, who is by nature highly susceptible 
to the personal element in affairs. He was delighted with his reception, flattered 
by the attention shown him, and impressed by the cordial and sincere expressions 
of goodwill towards himself and his country with which he was greeted. He 
felt he was among friends who trusted him, and he believed that his visit had 
opened a new era in the relations between Ilis Majesty’s Government and that 
of Afghanistan, in which a greater degree of co-operation, especially in matters 
connected with the frontier, would be possible. 

4. At the time of his visit he was receiving disquieting reports from his 
brother, who was acting for him in Kabul, about the position in Waziristan. He 
saw in this situation an occasion when his co-operation might be of real assistance 
to His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India, and he hastened 
back to Kabul to see what could be done. Once in Kabul he realised, as his 
brother had done, that passive co-operation would be of little use and might 
be dangerous : the only effective assistance he could offer was to remove the 
root cause of the trouble. He made the offer reported in my telegram No. 32 
of the 22nd April, 1937, and it was rejected. 

5. It seems that His Royal Highness was profoundly disappointed at this 
refusal to accept the first offer of co-operation. Ilis reception in London had 
made a great impression in Kabul, he returned with considerably enhanced 
prestige, and he probably told his Cabinet something of his own hopes for the 
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future. The attitude of His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 
amounted to a severe rebuff and loss of face with his own people, and probably 
accounts for his amazing outburst a few weeks later over the Rahnuma newspaper 
(see my telegram No. 43 of the 24th May, 1937). This outburst cleared the air 
for the time being, but Waziristan continued to rankle. He referred to the matter 
in November in conversation with Major Macann (see Kabul telegram No. 129 of 
1937), and again in December to me. He had just heard over the radio that the 
Waziristan operations had cost the Government of India £1,200,000. “If you 
had given me that money,” he said, “and made me your agent, I would have 
kept the whole frontier quiet for you for ten years, and at the end the tribesmen 
would have been much better friends of yours than they are now.” 

6. It is unnecessary for me to comment at length on the Prime Minister’s 
attitude. He is inclined to exaggerate and often makes things out worse than 
they are. By the end of our conversation he had recovered his equanimity and 
I have no doubt that he will catch the faqir if he can. But his attitude over 
this and the Suleiman Khel case suggests a genuine desire to co-operate with 
the Government of India in dealing with the problems of our common frontier, 
of which some use may perhaps be made in the future, though not presumably 
in the manner desired by His Royal Highness. On that question and on some 
more general aspects of our relations with this country in the rapidly changing 
conditions of the present time, I hope to have the honour of addressing you 
shortly. I had, in fact, drafted a despatch on these subjects before my conversa¬ 
tion with the Prime Minister took place. I hope to be able to send it by next 
week’s bag. 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N 2943/0/97] No. 21. 

Viscount Halifax to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 48.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, June 14, 1938. 

THE Afghan Minister called upon me this afternoon in order to make a 
representation on the instructions of his Government. There had been recently 
a case of a man called Abdul Aziz Khan who, being an agent of the ex-King 
Amanullah and having been originally in Basra, had come to Karachi. The 
Afghan Government had given information of the man and his movements to the 
Government of India, but nothing had been done and he had subsequently moved 
on to Afghanistan. Luckily, they had then been able to put him in prison, where 
he now was. 

2. More recently there were two other men, Sayyid Baghdad and Sayyiki 
Pir-e-Sham, who were both active agents for Amanulla'h and were now conducting 
energetic propaganda on his behalf in Afghanistan from over the border in 
Waziristan. The Afghan Government were greatly concerned at the failure of 
the Government of India to check the activities of these men. 

3. The Afghan Government, ever since the accession of Nadir Shah, had 
desired nothing so much as the most friendly relations with the British Govern¬ 
ment. That was the line on which the whole of their policy was set, but they did 
feel that, if these friendly relations were to be maintained, the British Govern¬ 
ment and the Government of India also must do their part, and that activities 
such as those to which he had drawn my attention, if not checked in time, were 
liable to have grave consequences. Such matters might not be of great importance 
to us, but they were of vital importance to the Afghan Government. 

4. I told the Minister that I should, of course, transmit what he had said 
to me to the Secretary of State for India and that His Majesty’s Government and 
the Government of India were not less anxious than the Afghan Government that 
the most friendly relations should continue to subsist between us. 

I am, &c. 

HALIFAX. 





[N 3287/76/97] 


No. 22. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 4.) 

(No. 69.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 7, 1938. 

I HAVE noticed in recent conversations with Afghan Ministers a tendency 
to lay rather more than usual stress on the need for co-operation between His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of Afghanistan, and to emphasise 
the value to India of the buffer qualities of the Afghan State. I have also read 
with much interest remarks in the same vein made by Abdul Majid in a conversa¬ 
tion with a member of your department (see Mr. Eden’s despatch No. 146 of 
the 27th November, 1937). The motives underlying these remarks are varied 
and range from the immediate desire for help in financial and economic matters 
to the more general feeling that reliance on Britain is the only safeguard of 
Afghanistan against aggression. But with these motives of immediate interest 
there goes a realisation, based on history and perhaps only dimly felt even by 
the intelligentsia , that the frontiers between Afghanistan and India are artificial 
ones, that the interests and prosperity of the two countries are and must always 
be closely connected, and that the basis of the major external policy of each 
country is the same. This point of view is an interesting one, though perhaps 
not likely to commend itself to the “diehards ” of either country. But I believe 
that it is a point of view which it is worth keeping in mind; and it might 
perhaps be of some value if I were to endeavour to trace its origin and briefly 
to comment on its bearing in relation to the current external frontier problems 
of Tndia. In doing so I will so far as possible avoid controversial matters, but 
if I should appear to comment adversely on the Government of India’s frontier 
policy, I trust that I shall be absolved from any desire to criticise a policy with 
which I have been connected for so many years on both sides of the border and 
which I believe to be fundamentally sound. Still less would I wish to appear 
anxious for a change in that policy. But if the frontier problems of India are 
to be solved in any reasonable time an understanding of their basic elements is 
ossential, and, in addition, an appreciation is required of any changes in the 
structure of either country which may affect them. In this despatch I propose 
to indicate the basis of Afghan policy in her relations with Great Britain, 
and to draw attention briefly to some of the changes now taking place in this 
country which seem likely to affect her attitude to the problem of frontier 
control. 

2. It must be remembered that prior to the 18th century Afghanistan 
for many decades had no history or, more correctly perhaps, that her history 
merged into that of greater empires, such as the Moghul Empire of India 
In the early seventeen hundreds the declining power of the Moghuls and an 
effete dynasty in Persia gave to the rulers of Afghanistan their chance to carve 
out a kingdom, which has ever since, in spite of many vicissitudes, remained 
as a separate entity. But it was not until the early 19th century that the 
preoccupation of the British Government with the defences of India against 
external aggression caused the Afghan kingdom to acquire an importance, as 
the keeper of the gates of India, much in excess of the country’s wealth or 
power. Since then it has occupied a prominent place in British Indian affairs 
and much has been written by travellers, historians and soldiers on the more 
recent history of Afghanistan and its relations with His Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment and the Government of India. It is from these books, in default of the 
works of any national writers, that modern Afghan students derive much of 
their knowledge of the recent history of their country and of the part that it 
has played ana may still play in international affairs. 

3. Through most of these works, and particularly through those dealing 
with the First and Second Afghan Wars, runs the main theme which at the 
time preoccupied British statesmen, namely, the value to the safety of India 
of a well-disposed Government in Kabul. This preoccupation manifested itself 
in 1837 by the despatch of the Burnes Mission to Kabul and, when that failed, 
by the First Afghan War. Unjustly conceived and disastrously executed, that 
war was yet the expression of the determination of the Government of India 
to secure their north-western defences. To quote Lord Auckland’s famous 
manifesto announcing the despatch of the expedition: “the welfare of our 
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possessions in the East requires that we should have on our western frontier 
an ally who is interested in resisting aggression and establishing tranquillity.” 
The failure of the attempt to impose a ruler of our choice on Afghanistan 
caused a temporary setback to this policy, but the good fortune which restored 
the Amir Dost Muhammad to the Throne in 1843 ensured its continuance without 
our aid during his lifetime. 

4. Dost Muhammad’s death in 1863 was followed by a period of unrest 
and internal strife in Afghanistan, and during that time no attempt could 
he made to establish firmer relations with the various Amirs who followed each 
other in quick succession. In 1878, however, the forward policy in its wider 
aspects was once more to the fore. But whereas till then the advocates of this 
policy had been content with the general object of ensuring the safety of India 
by striving to establish friendly relations with the Afghan rulers, the advance 
of Russia towards the Oxus caused the true requirements of India’s strategic 
policy to stand out in clear definition. In his minute of the 9th September, 
1878, the Viceroy, Lord Lytton, noted that both countries were being urged 
forward by considerations of military and political expediency and by the 
instinct of self-preservation towards the Hindu Kush, the great natural boundary 
between India and Central Asia. The determination of the British Government 
to secure that boundary led to the Second Afghan War, from which emerged the 
policy of subsidising the ruler of Afghanistan to entrust the control of his foreign 
policy to the Government of India. This policy, which at the end of the Great 
War was costing 20^ lakhs of rupees a year, was so far successful that it secured 
the safety of the north-west frontier of India and the reasonable behaviour 
of the rulers of Kabul for forty years. 

5. Such was the main trend of British policy in its relation to the defence 
of India’s most vulnerable frontier during the 19th and early part of the 20th 
centuries. From it emerged the vital fact that the true frontier of India, not 
only from the ethnographic and geographic, but also from the strategic point 
of view, is the great barrier of the Hindu Kush which divides the Oxus and 
the Indus basins and separates the Pathan tribes of the North-West Frontier 
and of Afghanistan from the Uzbegs, Tajiks and other Turkoman clans of Central 
Asia. And it is this fact, and the belief that the importance of the Hindu 
Kush barrier is as great to India to-day as it was in 1878, that forms the 
background for the policy of Afghanistan’s present rulers in their relations 
with Great Britain. 

6 Witli this belief as their background it is natural that the Afghan 
Government, following the primary instinct of self-preservation, should seek 
in their struggle for existence to establish the thesis of a common task, shared 
by themselves and His Majesty’s Government, to preserve the peace of Central 
Asia and to guard the approaches to India, since, if this point of view were 
accepted, Afghanistan would find herself not only supported by a powerful 
neighbour but also regarded as a junior partner in the task of protecting the 
approaches to the most valuable possession in the British Empire, and not merely 
as a tiresome impediment to the realisation of our schemes for the pacification 
of the frontier areas. For the present rulers of Afghanistan believe that the 
change in their status wrought in 1919 brought with it no change in their 
strategic importance to Britain, but that, whereas we had till that date hired 
their co-operation for a cash consideration, we now were prepared to treat 
(hem as equals in a common task to which each country could contribute a share, 
to help them where possible to discharge their greatest responsibility in main¬ 
taining the peace of Central Asia, and to leave it to their understanding of 
tire community of interests between the two countries to maintain our relations 
unimpaired. 

7. It is in the light of these circumstances that the attitude of the Afghan 
Government to the policy of peaceful penetration of the frontier areas should 
he considered I propose later in this despatch to consider in more detail what 
are the views of the rulers of this country towards this problem. For the moment 
it is sufficient to say that the Afghan Government look on the pacification of 
the frontier areas with mixed feelings, but with a positive conviction that in 
any case the task is of secondary importance and should on no account be allowed 
to disturb the relations between the two countries. In particular it should not 
be allowed to endanger the stability of Afghanistan and thereby jeopardise 
the success of the common major policy of the two countries in their attitude to 
external aggression. 






8. This point requires emphasis, since it is easier perhaps in Kabul than it 
is elsewhere to realise the risk attending the practical application of India’s 
forward policy, with its recurring clashes with tribesmen lighting to preserve 
their freedom. Even when it does not, as in 1935, endanger the stability of the 
Afghan Government, it retards progress in this country, embitters its relations 
with Great Britain and embarrasses its rulers in their dealings wth their fellow 
Mahometans. Its cumulative effect enhances anti-Government feeling in 
Afghanistan to a greater degree than perhaps any other matter, and each 
recurring incident arouses the fanaticism which is latent in every Afghan mind. 
While, then, it may be unlikely that any individual incident would lead directly 
to the downfall of the Government, indirectly it might do so. The risk is present, 
and to the minds of the rulers of this country it is difficult to conceive that His 
Majesty’s Government should take such a risk, when matters of so much greater 
moment are at stake. 

9. For the Prime Minister and his colleagues realise that if their Govern¬ 
ment were to be overthrown there is, indeed, no one who could take their place. 
The nineteen troubled years that have passed since the murder of the 
Amir Habibullah have taken their toll of prominent Afghans, and the scarcity 
of elder statesmen or of trustworthy officials of tried experience is so great that 
at this moment the portfolio of Education is being held by a young man of 
twenty-five, while his scarcely older brother is Governor of Kandahar. The 
margin of safety for the next ten years or so will be very narrow, and if it were 
passed the crash might well be great. A man might be found to pull the State 
together, but there is no one now as there was in 1929 to whom men instinctively 
would turn. Elements of disruption are many and are only kept in control by 
the statesmanship of the present rulers. Their fall would in all probability be 
followed by internecine strife and chaos, which might easily result in a break-up 
of the country into its tribal components. 

10. This is the disquieting factor in the present situation. It is unnecessary 
to examine in detail the position which would arise were the Government of 
India to be faced with tribal unrest all along their north-western borders and no 
control in Kabul. But it seems at least probable that the Durand Line would 
disappear, and with it the whole of our present frontier policy. Once more the 
Empire would be seeking a frontier, and could only find it on the Hindu Kush. 
The effect on the political situation in Central Asia and on the resources of the 
British Empire of such a position might well be disastrous. 

11. I have endeavoured in the preceding paragraphs to put briefly before 
you the outstanding features in their wider aspects of the fundamental political 
relations between His Majesty’s Government and the Government of this country 
as seen through Afghan eyes. They are the outcome of many conversations with 
Afghan Ministers and represent, I believe, their considered views, coloured though 
they undoubtedly are by a regard for their own safety and immediate interests. 
Whether the strategical position still remains as it did in 1878, or whether the 
development of the air arm and other factors have materially altered the situation, 
it is not within my competence to say. But on the assumption that the value of a 
strong and friendly Afghanistan is as great now as it was in the 19th century, 
I trust that I shall not be trespassing beyond my legitimate sphere if I venture 
to offer some remarks on the present position on the frontier, in its relation to the 
major problem of India’s security. 

12. As 1 have already said, I believe the basis of the present modified 
forward policy to be fundamentally sound, and, in fact, inevitable. It followed 
naturally on the breakdown in 1919 of Lord Curzon’s modified close border policy, 
and it represents a manifestation of the natural law which impels the civilised, 
sooner or later, in self-defence to absorb the uncivilised on their borders. But, as 
pointed out not very long ago by a writer in the Journal of the United Service 
Institution of India, the success of this policy within any reasonable period 
depends on the co-operation of Afghanistan. So long as the Afghan Government 
are unable or unwilling to co-operate in the control of the frontier areas, the 
forward policy is not only dangerous, as I have shown, but must also be incon¬ 
clusive. It resembles a frontal attack on an enemy who can at any time retire 
behind an impenetrable defensive line. But if the co-operation of the Afghan 
rulers could be secured and the tribes made to realise that both Governments were 
working in harmony for the settlement of the frontier areas, the task would be 
infinitely lightened. 
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13. Is such co-operation possible"? The answer to this question is not easy. 
A few years ago the reply would have been a decided negative. The traditional 
policy of Afghanistan from the time of the Amir Abdur Rahman till the close of 
the third Afghan War was to maintain the integrity of the frontier tribes, to 
foster their independence and to ensure the continuance of Afghan influence 
among them. The object of this policy was to maintain the “ prickly hedge ” 
between India and Afghanistan, and to provide for a plentiful supply of irregular 
troops in the event of war. 

14. This policy was perforce modified, at any rate in theory, when 
Afghanistan assumed the responsibilities of a sovereign State, and steady 
pressure during the reign of King Amanullah caused some modification in 
practice. The present Government have gone a step further and have, during the 
past nine years, done all in their power to fulfil their obligations as a friendly 
neighbour. They have largely reduced the allowances formerly paid to our 
tribesmen; they have ceased to interfere across our borders; and in times of stress 
they have done everything possible to prevent their tribesmen joining in hostilities 
against us and to promote an early settlement of outstanding differences. 

15. But this does not mean that the present rulers of Afghanistan view the 
“ forward policy ” with favour. Apart from the dangers to themselves inherent 
iu its practical application, Islamic sentiment and the tradition of a hundred 
years are not lightly to be overcome. It is not easy for the most enlightened 
Afghan ruler to view r with equanimity the gradual absorption of his 
“independent” co-religionists in the body politic of India, or to contemplate 
with indifference the crumbling of the buttresses which he has learnt from his 
fathers to be the surest defence against British aggression Pathan sentiment 
dies hard, and even the knowledge that Kabul is hardly an hour’s bombing 
distance from Peshawar fails to destroy, though it may weaken, the comforting 
feeling that in case of trouble there are along the frontier a quarter of a million 
well-armed tribesmen ready to defend the cause of Islam. 

16. But stronger even than these sentiments is the uncertainty in the minds 
of Afghan statesmen as to the future of India. It is probably true to say that 
except for a fanatical minority there is no body of opinion in India to-day which 
would view the attainment of “complete independence,” with its corollary of 
complete freedom from British control, with other than the profoundest 
misgivings. And it may be hoped that, with the introduction of the Federal 
system of Government, the obvious necessity for the continuance of the British 
connexion with India in a concrete foim may be universally recognised. But 
while the transition period is in progress, and executive control is seen to be 
passing swiftly from British to Indian hands, the rulers of Afghanistan may be 
forgiven if they hesitate in their policy. For this policy is based on treaties with 
and friendship for, not the people of India, but Britain, and should the Brilish 
connexion with India be severed and the British power in Central Asia be thereby 
eclipsed, the Afghan Government would undoubtedly consider themselves at 
liberty to reorient their policy towards an independent Government of India. 
With the Saadabad Pact behind them, and the consciousness thereby evoked of 
Moslem solidarity in the Middle Fast, there is little doubt that such orientation 
would take the form of an increasing interest in the affairs of their co-religionist 
minority in India, and a readiness to champion its cause against any form of 
Hindu domination. So long as such a possibility exists in the minds of the rulers 
of this country, so long will they hesitate to risk alienating the sympathies of the 
frontier tribes. 

17. The foregoing represents one aspect of the Afghan Government’s 
attitude towards the frontier. It is an aspect which is not accentuated and does 
not affect the Afghan Government’s attitude towards the major problem or 
towards their friendship generally for His Majesty’s Government. It would in 
fact be not too much to say that the idea of war with Britain is at the moment 
as far from the minds of the Afghan rulers as it is from those of the statesmen 
of France. But this feeling towards the frontier tribesmen still exists among the 
older statesmen of Afghanistan, and while it exists it acts as an impediment to 
wholehearted co-operation with the Government of India in relation to the 
problems of the frontier. 

18. There is, however, another aspect which is beginning to emerge in the 
field of Afghan politics. The last eight years have seen a remarkable change in 
Afghan outlook and attitude to their own affairs. An economic policy is already 
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ill existence which, with all its faults, demands peace and security for its develop¬ 
ment and the goodwill and co-operation of India to ensure open communications 
and reasonable facilities for trade. A new generation is springing up which looks 
askance at the rule of the mullah, and hates, while it fears, the ever-present 
menace of tribal unrest. The spread of education, freedom of access to the outside 
world, the first signs of cultural development, are all factors which will soon 
impel the Afghan rulers to seek more definite means to restrain their unruly 
tribesmen. The same law, in fact, which impels civilised India to move forward 
into the tribal areas will soon apply with equal, nay greater, force in 
Afghanistan. 

19. It must be realised, however, that the growth of civilisation in 
Afghanistan is a new and tender plant. It would take little to destroy it and 
to plunge Afghanistan once more into the barren condition of the tribal State. 
But its growth is apparent and, if carefully fostered, offers possibilities for an 
eventual solution of our tribal problem. It represents a new factor in frontier 
politics and one which should not be neglected. In the wider isssues of our 
defence problem the existence of a strong and friendly Afghanistan plays an 
important and possibly vital part, and so may it do in the future in the narrower 
issues of the frontier problem, if we invite and encourage the co-operation of the 
Afghan Government whenever possible. By so doing we shall gradually remove 
the causes of suspicion and resentment at our actions on the frontier which cloud 
the minds of the Afghan rulers and foster in the younger men the idea that a 
solution to the frontier problem is in their true interests. If at the same time 
the transition period in India can be brought to a speedy and successful conclusion 
so that men’s minds may be satisfied that the inauguration of federation does not 
herald the decline and fall of British power and influence in the Middle East, the 
possibilities of real co-operation by the Afghan rulers in the settlement of the 
tribal areas might be much increased. 

20. In offering these suggestions I do not seek to propose any startling 
change in our frontier policy. We are already assisting this country in many 
ways, and its rulers are not yet ready to extend to us anything like the full 
co-operation we desire. But 1 venture to suggest that the time has come when 
the problems of the frontier should be reviewed from a new angle and an effor! 
made to realise how very important is the progress of this country along its 

E resent lines towards their solution. Afghanistan is progressing as rapidly as 
er scanty finances will allow and is turning daily to her friends, near and far, 
for assistance in her development. To such requests, I believe, His Majesty’s 
Government and the Government of India would be well advised to turn a ready 
and sympathetic ear, and to make every effort in the next few years to assist her 
progress in the economic, political and cultural sphere. I believe that such a 
policy, combined with as great a measure of restraint as possible in our dealings 
with the frontier tribes, is the best insurance for the safety and peace of India’s 
north-western frontiers. Not only that, but the effect of such a policy in drawing 
the Afghan people closer within the Indian orbit in economic and political matters 
will be such that, even if in time the complexion of the Kabul Government should 
change, the links forged in the next few years might well bind Afghanistan so 
closely to India that any change would make but little difference. 

21. I have endeavoured in the preceding paragraphs to place before your 
Lordship some aspects of Anglo-Afghan relations as they appear to an observer 
in Kabul. In doing so I have touched on matters of strategic importance, many 
of which are beyond my competence to appreciate fully, and have advanced 
arguments which may not stand the test of examination. But the position in 
Central Asia and India is not static, and it has been my object to draw attention 
to this fact, so that those who are better able than myself to appreciate the effect 
on Imperial policy of these changes may view the problem of modern Afghanistan 
in its relation to the defences of India as a whole and not, as so often happens, 
separated into its components. I would summarise the position as follows:— 

(A) The Strategic Problem. 

(a) The present rulers of Afghanistan in their struggle for existence are 
anxious for the friendship and co-operation of Great Britain. 

(b) They consider that the most valuable contribution they can make to such 
a partnership is co-operation in securing India’s north-western defences from 
penetration, whether peaceful or war-like, from the north. 







(c) In order to secure their future and develop their resources to the 
advantage of India as well as of themselves, they must have peace, particularly 
on their south-eastern borders, whence the greatest danger comes. 

(d) The practical application of the “forward policy” is constantly 
defeating this object, since it endangers their existence and engenders suspicions 
amongst their people, thereby vitiating all efforts towards true friendship with, 
and trust in, Great Britain. 

(e) They therefore consider that the pacification and control of the tribal 
areas, being of lesser importance than the defence of India from external 
aggression, should not, in India’s own interests as well as theirs, be pursued at 
present in a manner to jeopardise the major strategic problem. 

(B) The Frontier Problem. 

(a) The “ forward policy.” is fundamentally sound as a basic policy. 

(b) Its practical application at present is liable to endanger the existence of 
the present Afghan Government, and, therefore, India’s wider strategic interests. 

(c) It is very costly and cannot succeed in any reasonable time without 
Afghan co-operation. 

( d) Effective Afghan co-operation is at present not forthcoming because— 

(i) The Afghan Government are not strong enough either politically or 

militarily to enforce their will on their tribes; 

(ii) Co-operation with a Christian Government in subduing Moslem tribes 

arouses fanatical opposition ; 

(iii) The future of India is too uncertain for the Afghan Government to 

commit themselves to such a policy. 

(e) Afghan progress, however, is being hampered by the tribal menace, and 
if this progress is to continue in orderly fashion it is inevitable that before long 
measures will have to be taken by the Afghan Government to control their tribes. 
Such measures cannot be successful without British co-operation. 

(C) Conclusions. 

The policy of His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 
should therefore be directed to the following objects : — 

(i) The elimination of causes of doubt as to the future of Central Asia by 

the establishment of the Federal constitution in India in such a 
manner as to ensure the continuance of the British connexion. 

(ii) While pursuing the “ forward policy ” in as peaceful and unobtrusive 

manner as possible, to seek every opportunity to invite and encourage 
the co-operation of the Afghan Government in the settlement of 
frontier problems. 

(iii) Assistance to the Afghan Government whenever possible in her 

economic, political and cultural development, with the object of 
bringing Afghanistan within the Indian orbit and of strengthening 
her powers of resistance to external aggression and internal unrest. 

22. Such a policy, if pursued over a term of years, is the only one likely to 
ensure a willing ally in Afghanistan in the defence of India’s north-west 
frontiers, and an eventual solution to the frontier problem. 

23. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 
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[N 3369/8/97] No. 23. 

Viscount Halifax to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 58.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 6, 1938. 

THE Afghan Minister came to see me this afternoon at his own request. He 
began by telling me, on behalf of the Afghan Government, that in the recent 
operations the Indian air force had accidentally dropped bombs on Afghan 
militia, inflicting many casualties. Ali Mohammed Khan went on to say that, 
although the trouble connected with the Pirs had now been removed, which was 
satisfactory in itself, its effect on feeling in Afghanistan had not yet been 
altogether effaced. 

2. The Minister complained that, although full information had been com¬ 
municated to the Government of India, the latter had scarcely paid adequate 
attention to it. The Afghan Government had expected that, both on account of 
world opinion and because of its deterrent effect, the Pirs would have been 
punished. It was to be feared that others might feel encouraged by this immunity 
to emulate their activities. 

3. I said that I had no doubt the Government of India had already expressed 
their regret for the unhappy mischance to which he had first alluded, regrets which 
were fully shared by His Majesty’s Government. The Minister said that his 
Government, of course, fully accepted these regrets in the spirit in which they 
were offered. I went on to point to the effective action which had finally been taken 
by the Government of India to remove the Pirs from the neighbourhood of the 
frontier, and explained that, in view of the circumstances in which the removal of 
the Pirs had been brought about, it was not possible now for the Government of 
India to punish them. I said that His Majesty’s Government were as anxious as 
ever to meet the Afghan Government in their difficulties in a spirit of co-opera¬ 
tion that must govern our mutual relations, and I enquired whether it might be of 
any value if the Government of India were to repeat formally to the Afghan 
Government assurances that they would undertake to do their best to assist in the 
prevention of any recurrence of such unfortunate incidents as that connected with 
the Pirs. 

4. The Afghan Minister said that he had no doubt that his Government 
would be very grateful if this could be done. 

I am, &c. 

HALIFAX. 


[N 3377/8/97] No. 24. 

Viscount Halifax to Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler (Kabul). 

(No. 61.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 13, 1938. 

AFTER his conversation with me recorded in my despatch No. 58 of the 
6th July, the Afghan Minister had a further conversation in this department, in 
the course of which he repeated what lie had said to me about the failure of the 
Government of India to punish the Shaini Pir. 

2. On this occasion it was made plain to the Minister that, whatever his 
Government might think of the initial failure to discover the Pir’s intentions 
they ought to recognise that once these were realised, the authorities in India had 
taken the only steps possible to deal rapidly and effectively with what might have 
become a very serious situation for both our Governments. Once the Pir had pene¬ 
trated into tribal territory he could not have been prevented by force from moving 
with his lashkais over the Afghan frontier; and though the Government of India 
were ready to use force if necessary, and had made all preparations for doing so. 
they felt that they must do something at once in view of the appeals which the 
Afghan Government were addressing to you and of the serious situation which 
appeared to be developing in Afghanistan, according to the account given by the 
Afghan Prime Minister himself. As the Pir could not immediately be captured 
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by force, the only course was to persuade him to leave; and this was expeditiously 
effected, with the result that the lashkars dispersed and the rebellion collapsed. 
The Pir had completely lost his prestige with the tribal leaders, and every 
precaution was being and would be taken to ensure that he did not try to create 
further trouble. It could safely be said, therefore, that he was disposed of, and 
that there would be no future danger from him personally. 

3. The Minister, somewhat unexpectedly, agreed with this statement of the 
position, saying that he had no more fear of the Shami Pir, and that he realised 
that it was sometimes impossible, as his own Government had found, to deal with 
tribal agitators as if they were ordinary criminals. He maintained, however, 
that what really worried his Government was the prospect of other adventurers 
or Amanullist leaders entering tribal territory and repeating the Pir’s perform¬ 
ance; and, speaking personally, he said that he felt more or less certain that his 
Government would not press for the punishment of the Pir if they could have some 
guarantee on this point. He had said the same to me; and he could only hope that, 
as I had promised to consult the Secretary of State for India on what could be 
done to safeguard the position for the future, some means would be found of con 
vincing his Government and, still more, Afghan public opinion, which was a very 
different matter, of the goodwill of His Majesty’s Government and the Govern¬ 
ment of India and their determination to prevent such incidents in future. 

I am, &e. 

HALIFAX 
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CHAPTER III*—ECONOMIC AFFAIRS. 


TN 105/105/97] No. 25. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received January 10, 1938.) 
(No. 131 E.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 18, 1937. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 73 E., dated the 9th July, 1937, I have 
the honour to inform you that in the course of a recent conversation, the Foreign 
Minister gave me a few particulars of the area to be exploited by the new German- 
Afghan Company. 

2. Faiz Muhammad said that in defining this area he had divided 
Afghanistan by a line running east and west along the main ridge of the Hindu 
Kush. The company had been given a prospecting concession for all the country 
to the south of this line, for minerals of all descriptions, including precious metals, 
but excluding precious stones. In the northern area their activities were limited 
to a search for gold. 

3. In order, however, to avoid complications with the Soviet Government 
in the north and the tribes in the south and east, the Afghan Government had 
bounded the concession by a line drawn 30 miles inside the Afghan frontier. 

4. It will be seen that these limitations exclude the concessionnaires from 
the parts of the Oxus Basin said to contain alluvial gold ( cf. paragraph 42 of 
the Economic Report for the quarter ending the 30th September, 1935), and 
from the coal-fields known to exist on the northern slopes of the Hindu Kush (see 
paragraph 191 of the Annual Report for 1936). As regards the latter, Mr. Clapp 
of the Inland Exploration Company told me a few days ago that at the request 
of the Afghan Government he had recently commissioned one of his engineers to 
visit the coal-field and ascertain whether it would be possible to extract the coal 
and convey it to Kabul at a reasonable cost. 

5. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
to the Government of India and to the Department of Overseas Trade. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N 2522/1210/97] No. 26. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received May 23.) 
(No. 57.) 

My Lord, Kabul, May 12, 1938. 

AS your Lordship is aware, I have recently engaged in informal discussions 
with Mr. Abdul Majid, president of the Afghan National Bank, on trade matters 
of interest to our two Governments. These discussions were proposed by 
Mr. Abdul Majid and approved by the Government of India, and were under¬ 
taken in order to elicit from either side a statement of the facilities each 
Government desired, with a view to improving and extending trade relations 
between India and Afghanistan. These conversations are making progress, and 
at the last one, held on the 7th May, Mr. Abdul Majid asked permission to discuss 
the free transit question. I replied that this matter seemed to me to be outside 
the general discussion. His Majesty’s Government and the Government of India 
had approved the grant of free transit in principle, and I had full instructions 
in regard to details, which I thought could best be discussed when we had finished 
with the general questions. If, however, Mr. Abdul Majid had any points which 
he now wished to raise about free transit in general I was quite prepared to listen 
to them. 

2. Mr. Abdul Majid proceeded to bring forward one or two points of minor 
importance. In commenting on one of them I alluded to the fact that there was 
no genuine through transit between the ports of India and the Afghan frontier. 
Mr. Abdul Majid replied that this brought him to the most important point he 
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wished to raise. He asked that the Indian railway system should be extended 
across the border for a few miles at Torkham and Chaman, possibly as far as 
Dakka and Spin Boldak. This would solve the present difficulties of through 
transit and would be of great help to Afghan trade. 

3. Having in mind the instructions conveyed in your predecessor’s 
despatches Nos. 8 and 28 of 1937, I turned to the Foreign Minister, who was 
present, and asked whether this request, which appeared to me to raise issues of 
some importance, had the support of the Afghan Government. Faiz Muhammad 
replied that it had the Government’s official support. In fact, they would like 
to see the railway extended to Jalalabad and Kandahar, with a possible 
prolongation later on to Kabul. 

4. A general discussion followed from which the undermentioned points 
emerged:— 

(a) The Afghan Government are in favour of railways as opposed to roads 

on their main lines of communication, except where engineering 
difficulties would make the cost of construction prohibitive. 

(b) They believe that, once constructed, a railway is not so costly to maintain 

as a road. 

(c) They are insistent that any railway construction in Afghanistan must be 

financed by the Afghan Government and built by Afghan labour. 
They hope some day to float a loan for this purpose in London, but 
realise that this is out of the question at present. 

5. As regards a possible request from the Soviet Government for a railway 
from Kushk southwards to Herat, the Foreign Minister said he did not think 
any such request would be made. If it were, his Government would reply that 
all Afghan railways must be built with Afghan money, and that they had not 
the resources to build railways on their northern borders, which would be of little 
or no commercial value to them. 

6. I did not contribute much to this discussion save to assure the Foreign 
Minister that any proposal to improve communications between India and 
Afghanistan would be sympathetically considered by my Government, and to 
observe that I was doubtful whether the Afghan Government were right in 
assuming that a railway was cheaper to maintain than a road. At the close I 
said that I would place before my Government the Afghan Government’s present 
request, which I understood to be that the Government of India should as soon 
as possible enter into negotiations with them for the prolongation for a few miles 
across the Afghan frontier of the present Khyber and Chaman railway services, 
with a view to facilitating through transit for passengers and goods to 
Afghanistan, and that the cost of construction and maintenance of these 
extensions would be met by the Afghan Government. The Afghan Ministers 
agreed that this was what they wanted, and also that, pending a reply, further 
discussion on the free transit question should be deferred, since if the railway 
proposal were accepted, some alterations in the draft proposals would probably be 
necessary. 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. IC. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N 2889/810/97] No. 27. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscoant Halifax.—(Received June 13.) 
(No. 67 E.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 2, 1938. 

IN Mr. Hadow’s letter of the 14th April confirmation or the reverse was 
sought of the rumour that Abdul Majid had withdrawn capital from the 
Kandahar branch of the National Bank. It is extremely difficult to obtain any 
precise information in a matter of this kind. My only reliable source of news 
from Kandahar is Ilis Majesty’s consul, who happens to be in Kabul at present 
on a visit, but all he can say is to confirm the fact of the rumour. 
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2. Afghanistan is notorious for its gossip and its scandal-mongers. The 
present unhappy state of the country’s finances and the unpopularity of the 
monopoly companies have combined to let loose a flood of rumours and reports, 
most of them untrue and the majority directed against Abdul Majid, who is 
popularly supposed to be responsible for the whole muddle. It is never easy, and 
at times impossible, to thread one’s way through these mazes of falsehood in an 
attempt to arrive at the truth. But I have had lately four conversations with 
Abdul Majid, and have also discussed his position briefly with the Prime 
Minister. In the following paragraphs I will attempt to appreciate the present 
position, while all the time realising that before this report reaches London my 
appreciation may be falsified by events. 

3. I do not think that Abdul Majid’s delay in returning to Afghanistan 
was due so much to dislike of doing so, as to his desire to complete his negotia¬ 
tions in Europe, coupled possibly with the knowledge that his health was hardly 
equal to the task before him. Whatever may have been the cause, the delay was 
unfortunate. He returned to find the Afghan exchange falling, the bank unable 
to issue drafts in foreign currency, and the fruit trade, one of Afghanistan’s 
principal exports, at a standstill. Worse than this, there were rumours of grave- 
scandals in the bank itself, and some three weeks ago Dost Muhammad, who had 
acted in executive control of the bank during Abdul Majid’s absence, was 
arrested, together with a number of bank officials, for bribery and corruption 
Dost Muhammad was a close personal friend of Abdul Majid and his arrest hit 
him hard He is said to have fainted when he realised the truth of the position. 
He was certainly confined to his bed for a fortnight or so, and at our last 
conversation on the 26th May he looked weary and ill. 

4. But throughout these conversations, which covered a wide range of 
commercial and financial questions, I received no evidence that Abdul Majid was 
either losing his courage or his grip on affairs. He discussed current problems 
with his usual lucidity, and spoke frankly and with apparent confidence of his 
plans for the future. He certainly did not give the impression of a man who 
contemplated withdrawing from public life. The present crisis is due largely to 
circumstances outside his immediate control and he is making every effort to put 
things right. ITe is said to be unpopular in the Cabinet, but the support of the 
Prime Minister, who spoke highly of him to me, and the fact that there appears 
to be no rival of his calibre in Government circles, makes his downfall at present 
unlikely. 

5. But it is difficult to predict the future. Abdul Majid is responsible for 
the monopoly system, and even his most friendly critics are wondering whether 
the country is "really fit for so elaborate a system of control, or whether Abdul 
Majid is of sufficient ability to steer his economic ship through the present storm. 
The bank scandals have shaken public confidence, and the president’s many 
enemies both in and outside the Government are taking full advantage of the 
position. I warned the Prime Minister that Abdul Majid’s downfall would 
have most serious effects on Afghan credit abroad, and I feel sure that the Prime 
Minister will not make a scapegoat of him. But his health is undoubtedly 
precarious, and it is possible that this, added to the difficulties of his task, may 
be too much for him. 

6. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
to the Government of India, and to the Department of Overseas Trade. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


[N 3727/1002/97] No. 28. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 26.) 
(No. 88 E.) 

My Lord, Kabul, July 1, 1938. 

IN paragraph 9 of your predecessor’s despatch No. 146, dated the 
27th November, 1937, a report was called for on the foreign commitments of 
Afghanistan, with reference to the figures given by Abdul Majid in the course of 
his conversations in London. 
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2. I raised the question in February, in conversation with the Prime 
Minister, but he confessed his inability to give full figures and suggested that I 
should wait Abdul Majid’s return. I brought the matter up in the course of my 
recent conversations with Abdul Majid, who somewhat reluctantly gave me a 
consolidated statement, a copy of which I enclose as enclosure 1 to this despatch. 
In handing me this statement, he explained that the total instalments payable in 
any one year did not exceed £250,000, and decreased towards the end of the period 
to £100,000, and that of the amount owing to Germany, Czechoslovakia and 
Italy, £600,000 was payable in goods. 

3. The figures given in this statement tally to some extent with those quoted 
in your predecessor’s despatch and must, 1 think, be taken as accurate, so far as 
they go. But in the course of a recent conversation, my Italian colleague, 
Signor Quaroni, informed me that the total German credit granted to 
Afghanistan was 36 million marks (£3 million). He was not quite certain how 
this figure was arrived at, but he believed that half of it was Government credit 
for arms and half of it credit granted by Messrs. Siemens and Steel Union for 
machinery. He believed that goods to the full value of the credit had been 
ordered, but at any rate he knew that promissory notes to the value of £1,785,000 
had been issued by the Afghan Government, and that 40 per cent, of the debt was 
payable in raw material. Signor Quaroni obtains his information on financial 
matters from Signor Mancioli, financial adviser to the Afghan Government, and 
the figure of £1,785,000 may be taken as correctly representing the present total 
debt of the Afghan Government to Germany, 

4. It is difficult to reconcile this figure with that given by Abdul Majid 
From information given me by Signor Quaroni I know the outstanding Italian 
debt to be £96,000, and M. Moghadam of Skoda’s has stated that the total order 
for arms and machinery placed by the Afghan Government in Czechoslovakia 
was £500,000, of which one instalment was payable with the order, leaving a debt 
of £302,000. This only leaves £980,325 for the German debt out of Abdul Majid’s 
total of £1,378,645. The only suggestion I can make is that Abdul Majid, who 
does not much care for imparting State secrets, has given in his statement only 
that part of the debt owed to the German Government, and has omitted the part 
owed to Messrs. Siemens and the Steel Union. On this hypothesis I have prepared 
a statement (enclosure 2), giving an estimate of the present total foreign commit¬ 
ments of the Afghan Government. The total comes to £2,550,680, of which 
£600,000 is repayable in kind, the remainder being repaid in instalments over a 
period of seven years. This represents an average annual repayment of £278,670. 

5. In reviewing the situation as a whole, Signor Quaroni, speaking on the 
authority of Signor Mancioli. reckoned that in addition to the above figure a 
sum of £264,000 represented annual payments to foreign employees, of which 
amount about 50 per cent, left the country. The cost of missions abroad was more 
than balanced by expenditure by foreign missions in Afghanistan. The major 
items of expenditure outside Afghanistan should, therefore, amount to £278,670 
plus £132,000, or £410,670 per annum, to which should be added the value of the 
goods exported in partial repayment of the German debt. The total might 
amount to as much as £500,000 a year, but should be well within the capacity of 
the Afghan Government, whose exports, even in a bad year, should not be of less 
value than £1^ million. 

6. It seems probable that the above roughly represents the true position. 
Signor Quaroni omitted from his estimate the daily imports from India and 
elsewhere, and also the drain of foreign currency caused by the pilgrimage. Both 
of these, however, are now covered by the recently issued decrees regulating 
foreign exchange and trade. 

7. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India, 
the Government of India and to the Department of Overseas Trade. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 
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Enclosure 1 in No. 28. 

Loans, Payable by A fghanistan to Foreign Countries. 


Name of the countries where 
goods have been purchased. 


Condition of 
payment. 


Description of goods 
purchased. 


Germany 
Czechoslovakia 
Italy ... 


Great Britain (excluding 
war material)— 

Bedford motor £ 

trucks ... 65,000 

Platt Brothers— 

Textile mach¬ 
inery ... 97,499 

General Electric 
Company— 
Electric 
plants, &c. 19,600 


1,378,645 Payments from 1938 Articles and material of war, 
to 1945 machinery and factory plants 

of various kinds, hydro¬ 
electric and Diesel engines, 
electric station, radio 
plants, broadcasting and 
telephone equipments. 


Motor trucks. 

162,099 Payment from 1937 T “‘ ile “>aohinery. 
to 1941-42 

Electric plants and machinery. 


182,099 


Enclosure 2 in No. 28. 

Total of Present Foreign Debt. 

German Government for war material 
German Government for machinery 
Czechoslovakia for war material and machinery 
Italy for war material and aeroplanes 

Great Britain for war material . 

Great Britain for machinery, &c. 


£ 

980,325 

804,675 

302,500 

96,000 

185,081 

182,099 


Total 


2,550,680 
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CHAPTER IY.—INTELLIGENCE SUMMARIES. 


[N 16/16/97] No. 29. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received January 3, 1938.) 
(No. 125. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 8, 1937. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 49, dated the 
4th December, 1937.( ! ) 

2. Reference Paragraph 7.—I am commenting in a separate air mail 
despatch on these figures. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 29. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 49 for the Week ending 
December 3, 1937. 

Note. —Where necessary, paragraphs are lettered : (A) Information regarded as 
definitely confirmed; (B) Information regarded as fairly reliable, but 
requiring confirmation; (C) Information regarded as doubtful and requiring 
confirmation. 


Kabul. 

3. A gricultural and Mines Departments. 

Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 4. The Islah of the 30th November 
announced the formation of independent departments for Agriculture and Mines. 
These two departments were formerly under the Ministry of Commerce. 

Mir Muhammad Yusaf Khan has been appointed director and Nur 
Muhammad Khan assistant director of the Agricultural Department. 

Muhammad Karim Khan, a secretary in the Ministry of Health, has been 
appointed director and Abdullah Khan assistant director of the Mines 
Department. 

5. Training of Medical Students in India. 

Reference Summary No. 45 of 1936, paragraph 4. The Afghan Government 
have asked for facilities for the training of medical students in anatomy at 
Bombay on the same lines as last year. Twelve students under a Turkish 
instructor are to be sent. (A) 

6. The Pushtu Language. 

Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 9. King Zahir Shah is stated to have 
rejected the recommendation that the time limit for learning the Pushtu language 
be extended from three to six years, and to have issued instructions that civil and 
military officers must learn this language within the original time limit. (B) 


(’) Extracts only printed. 


Finance. 


7. Revenue of Afghanistan. 

According to a report received from a fairly reliable source, the total annual 
revenue of Afghanistan amounts to 150 million Afghani rupees. 

The approximate budget allotments to the various Ministries, as stated by 
the source, are given below for what they are worth :— 

Million Afghani 
rupees. 

50 
30 
20 
10 
10 
10 
10 
10 


Total . 150 

The revenue is stated to be derived as follows :— 

(< approximate) 

(a) From customs receipts . 70 

(&) From land revenue. 30 

(c) From miscellaneous sources, including profits on 

Government holdings in trading concerns ... 50 


Ministry of Defence . 

Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 

Ministry of Commerce. 

Ministry of Education. 

Ministry of Public Works . 

Ministries of Revenue and Court . 

Ministries of Health and Posts and Telegraphs 
Allotment not known . 


The budget allotment to the Ministry of Commerce is stated to include sums 
for the construction of dams and other public works not yet transferred to the 
Ministry of Public Works. (B) 

It is possible that some or all of the unallotted sum of 10 million Afghani 
rupees is earmarked for the Prime Ministry. 


Trade. 

8. German-Afghan Trade and Employment of German Experts. 

Herr S. Gapski, an engineer in the employ of the Steel Union, Diisseldorf, 
who has been engaged in erecting bridges in Northern Afghanistan for the 
Afghan Government, stated (A) during the week that he was leaving Afghanistan 
on completion of his contract. 

He was dissatisfied with his year in the country, as he usually received a 
salary of £70 to £80 per month when serving abroad, but, though his firm had 
asked the Afghan Government to give him a salary of £75 a month and a free 
house, they had stood out for £50 a month and no free house, at the same time 
telling his firm that if this offer was not acceptable to them they would purchase 
the bridges elsewhere. 

The contract between the Steel Union and the Afghan Government had 
included the supply and erection of the bridges, the Afghan Government paying 
the salary of the engineer provided by the Steel Union. 

Herr Gapski then went on to say that, though Germany was obtaining a 
large proportion of the trade with Afghanistan, very small profits were being 
made, as most of the German firms had been compelled to cut their prices to a 
minimum in order to obtain the orders. Fie was of the opinion that the Afghan 
Government would use this advantage as long as possible, and then repeat the 
process with some other country. 

9. Profits of the Petrol Company and Reserves of Petrol in Kabul. 

(a) The Petrol Company is stated to have announced that its profits for the 
past year are 52 per cent. Of this, 30 per cent, is to be paid as a dividend to 
shareholders and 22 per cent, retained for the construction of buildings, &c. (B) 















77 


(b) It is reported that the Petrol Company is to accumulate and maintain a 
reserve of petrol amounting to a minimum of 100,000 gallons at its various 
branches in Kabul. (B) 

The reserve formerly held by the company in Kabul is said to have been 
5,000 gallons. 

10. Japanese Trade Representative. 

The representative of Messrs. Mitsui Bussan Kaisha (Limited), 
Mr. S. Suzuki, is stated to be leaving Kabul and to have despatched his private 
luggage to India. It is rumoured that he will not return to Afghanistan. (B) 


Agriculture. 

12. Tobacco. 

The I slab of the 27th November stated that a quantity of Italian tobacco seed 
was sown as an experimental measure during the current year by the Agricultural 
Department of the Ministry of Commerce, and supervised by an Italian expert. 
It is proposed to extend the cultivation of this tobacco in 1938. 

The Atr Force. 

23. Training of Afghan Air Force Personnel. 

Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 29. The thirty-three students selected 
for a course of training in aviation in some foreign country were inspected by a 
committee of officers in the Ministry of Defence on the 29th November. (B) 

It is stated that they will proceed to Italy for training. 


Communications. 

24. Postal Seroice. 

The I slab of the 27th November stated that with effect from the 
15th November, 1937, the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs have established a 
postal service between Kabul-Jalalabad and Torkham on six days during the 
week instead of three days a week. Mails, including letters for countries abroad, 
will now be despatched and received in Kabul daily from Saturdays to Thursdays 
in each week. 


Foreign Missions. 

27. Japanese legation. 

(a) It is rumoured that Mr. M. Kitada, the Japanese Minister at Kabul, will 
be leaving for Japan after he returns from his tour in Iran, and will not return 
to Kabul. (C) 

(b) Mr. Shintaro Iwasaki, newly appointed secretary of the Japanese 
Legation at Kabul, accompanied by his wife, arrived in Kabul during the 
week. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, December 4, 1937. 


CN 103/16/97] No. 30. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received January 10, 1938.) 
(No. 129. Confidential.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 16, 1937. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 50, dated the 11th 
December, 1937. (*) 

2. Paragraph 4.—At a recent interview the Foreign Minister said he would 
probably proceed to Karachi, rather than to Lahore, as the sea air would be better 

(‘) Extracts only printed. 
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for his son. I suggested that if he happened still to be in India when Abdul 
Majid passed through, he might take the opportunity to visit Delhi. He said 
he was anxious to do so and would bear the point in mind, but he was not quite 
certain how much leave of absence would be granted to him. 

3. Paragraph 17.—Comments on the present situation in regard to these 
aircraft are being submitted separately. 

4. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 30. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 50 for the Week ending 
December 10, 1937. 

Kabul. 


4. The Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

It is reported that S. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and his family, will proceed to Lahore, India, where he will stay 
for about two months. The object of the visit is to obtain medical treatment for 
his son. (B) 

5. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 47, paragraph 8. Rumours emanating from officers 
of the Ministry of Defence indicate that there is still some unrest amongst the 
Ghilzais of Katawaz, and the possibility of further disturbances. (C) 

One rumour states that F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 5), Governor and 
G.O.C. of Ghazni, was fired at in Katawaz recently, while attempting to obtain 
a settlement with some of the rebel sections of Ghilzais. 


Finance. 

6. Rate of Exchange and Demand for Indian Currency Notes. 

(a) On the 9th December the unofficial rate of exchange fell to 380 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees in the Kabul bazaar. The Afghan National Bank 
is said to have refused to issue Indian currency notes for one week, with effect 
from the 9th December. 

The demand for Indian currency notes is said to be due to the requirements 
of pilgrims proceeding to Mecca, and of traders and trading companies to meet 
the cost of their purchases abroad. The shortage of these notes is stated to be 
due to the failure to sell last season’s crop of Persian lambskins. (B) 

The Prime Minister is reported to have held a special meeting on the 
8th December to discuss ways and means of overcoming the shortage of Indian 
currency notes, when it was decided to despatch certain officials of the Shimali 
Trading Company to Peshawar, to try to raise an advance in Indian currency 
from Messrs. Grindlay and Co. (Limited), bankers, on the security of their 
Persian lambskins. 

(b) The Afghan National Bank are reported to have asked for, and obtained, 
an advance of 20,000 Indian rupees from the Kabul representative of the Hudson 
Bay Company, on the security of their Persian lambskins. (B) 


Trade. 

7. The Kabul Fruit Company. 

Reference Summary No. 47, paragraph 11. The I slab of the 8th December 
announces that the newly formed Kabul Fruit Company has opened its central 
office in the Kabul Hotel building, and that a branch office has been opened in 
Peshawar. 
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8. Formation of a Trading Company. 

Reference Summary No. 47, paragraph 12 (a). The I sink of the 8th 
December states that a new trading company has been formed to deal in food 
products. The authorised capital of the company is to be 3 million Afghani 
rupees in 500 Afghani rupees’ shares, and it is stated that 2,100,000 Afghani 
rupees of this capital have been subscribed. 

The new company is to open branches in the Besud, Dai Zangi, Yak Walang 
and Jaghori districts. 

Abdur Rashid Khan has been appointed managing director. 

Minerals. 

9. Coal. 

The Islah of the 8th December states that certain new brick kilns at 
Mazar-i-Sharif are using coal brought from Dara-i-Suf (? Map 33/M. B-l), 
probably Dara Yusuf. 

Oil. 

10. The Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 48, paragraph 7 (a). Mr. F. G. Clapp, accompanied 
by his son, Mr. E. G. Clapp, and Miss Clapp, arrived in Kabul recently. (A) 

The Air Force. 

17. Arrival of British Instructors. 

Mr. H. Bradley, engineer instructor, Mr. D. W. R. Robinson, engine 
mechanic, and Mr. D. H. Powell, aircraft mechanic, arrived in Kabul on the 
8th December. These instructors have been supplied by Messrs. Hawker Aircraft 
(Limited), and are to remain in Afghanistan for one year, with the object of 
assembling aircraft sold to the Afghan Government and of giving technical 
instruction to personnel of the Afghan air force. (A) 

Mr. E. G. H. Russell-Stracey, pilot instructor, is expected to arrive in Kabul 
on the 14th December, and is to stay for one year as flying instructor to the 
Afghan air force. 

18. Arrival of British Aircraft. 

Eight Hawker Hind aircraft, fitted with Rolls-Royce Kestrel V engines, and 
their connected equipment and armament, are reported to have arrived in Kabul 
during the week. These have been purchased by the Afghan Government from 
Messrs. Hawker Aircraft (Limited), England. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, December 11, 1937. 


[N 237/16/97] No. 31. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received January 17, 1938.) 
(No. 134. Confidential.) 

sir, Kabul, December 23, 1937. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 51,0) dated the 
18th December, 1937. ■ 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(‘^Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 31. 


(Secret.) 

Extracts from, Intelligence Summary No. 51 for the Week ending 
December 17, 1937. 


Kabul. 

3. German Air Service. 

Reference Summary No. 48, paragraph 2. (a) The Junker monoplane which 

arrived in Kabul on the 25th November left Kabul for Berlin at 0645 hours on the 
28th November. (B) 

(b) A Junker monoplane arrived in Kabul from Berlin at 1500 hours on the 
16th December. One of the passengers on board this aircraft was 
Herr H. G. Jungblut, an employee of the Afghan National Bank. He will leave 
Kabul for Berlin on this monoplane on the 19th December. (A) 

5. Reported Arrest of a Student. 

Abdul Aziz Khan, an Afghan student who was sent to Turkey for education, 
has been arrested in the Southern Province, and was brought to Kabul on the 
13th December. He is said to have fled from Turkey to India and subsequently 
entered Khost, where he commenced to carry out propaganda against the Afghan 
Government. (B) 

Abdul Aziz is a resident of Deh Haia (Haya) (map 38/F. M-2656). 

6. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 50, paragraph 5. (a) F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan 

(W.W. 5) visited Kabul during the week, and is stated to have asked for the 
despatch of one infantry brigade and one battery of artillery from Kabul to 
Ghazni or Katawaz. Further details are given in paragraph 10 of this 
summary. (B) 

(b) The Afghan Government are said to be apprehensive regarding the 
situation in Katawaz, and to be anticipating further disturbances in the 
area. (B) 

(c) It is rumoured that some of the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais have killed sheep 
at the doors of certain Wazir leaders, and that, in consequence, the latter have 
undertaken to support the Ghilzais in the event of further hostilities between 
them and the Afghan Government. (C) 

(d) A Sulaiman Khel prisoner named Gul Khan is said to have escaped from 
custody in Kabul on the 11th December and has not yet been re-arrested. (B) 



Finance. 

7. Shortage of Foreign Currency Notes and Coins. 

Reference Summary No. 50, paragraph 6. (a) The Islah of the 11th December 

published a notice stating that, owing to the closing of the accounts for the year 
1315 (the 21st March, 1936 to the 20th March, 1937) and the preparation of the 
bank’s balance sheet for that year, the Afghan National Bank would not be able 
to deal with demands for foreign exchange until the 31st December, 1937. 

(b) The shortage of foreign exchange in the Afghan National Bank at Kabul 
and its branches in India is stated to be due to the heavy fall in Persian lambskin 
prices, and the consequent refusal of German and American buyers to fulfil 
contracts entered into earlier this year. (B) 

(c) The Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister 
on the 11th December that the action taken in (a) above had been recommended 
by Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73), who is now in London making efforts to sell 
the stocks of Persian lambskins held by the Afghan Government and State 
trading concerns. 

(d) Later reports state that the president of the National Bank has held two 
conferences during the week at which senior bank officials were present, and that 
as a result of the recommendations of these conferences the Afghan Government 
have transferred 15 lakhs Indian rupees from the Government Treasury to the 
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National Bank. Of this sum 4 lakhs Indian rupees have been despatched to the 
Peshawar branch of the Afghan National Bank. (B) 

The demands of certain pilgrims for Indian money are said to have been met 
by the National Bank on the 15th December, and in consequence, the unofficial 
rate of exchange in the Kabul bazaar rose from 395 Afghani rupees to 380 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees. 


The Army. 

10. Troop Movements. 

(a) Twenty lorries containing troops and stores are stated to have left Kabul 
for Ghazni or Katawaz on the 10th December. (B) 

(b) Reference paragraph 6 of this summary. The following troop movements 
are stated to have taken place in connexion with the Ghilzai situation in 
Katawaz :— 

(i) No. 2 Infantry Brigade, Guards Division, from Kabul to Ghazni or 

Katawaz. This brigade was moved by M.T. on the 15th December 
and, it is stated, will remain in the Ghazni-Katawaz area for the 
winter. 

(ii) One battery of artillery (type not known) from the Artillery Division, 

Kabul, to Ghazni or Katawaz. The move took place on the 
14th December, but further details are not available. (B) 

11. Formation of a Reserve Brigade in the Guards Division. 

Reference Summary No. 46, paragraphs 19 and 20, and Summary No. 48, 
paragraph 14. It is reported that a reserve infantry brigade is to be raised 
temporarily for the Guards Division and called No. 5 Reserve Brigade. The 
reason for the formation of this brigade is said to be that one brigade of the 
Guards Division is likely to remain in Katawaz for some time. (B) 

It is possible that one of these two brigades will later be utilised to form the 
nucleus of the infantry division it is proposed to raise for service in Katawaz. 


The Air Force. 

13. Arrival of British Instructors. 

Reference Summary No. 50, paragraph 17. Mr. E. G. H. Russell-Stracey 
arrived in Kabul on the 13th December. All the four instructors have now 
started work. (A) 

14. Hawker-Hind Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 50, paragraph 18. Seven out of the eight aircraft 
have been damaged during transit, and pending replacement of the “centre 
sections ” it is considered unlikely that more than three or four of the aircraft 
can be used. (A) 

15. Commandant of the Air Force. 

G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), Commandant of the Air Force, 
is stated to be on bad terms with G.M. Ghulam Dastgir Khan (W.W. 271), and 
faction feeling between officers is on the increase. (B) 

The Afghan Government are considering the appointment of a more senior 
officer as commandant, and the name of F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) has been 
mentioned in this connexion. 

16. A erodromes in Kabid. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 10. The Commandant of the Air 
Force stated (A) to the military attache during the week that it had been decided 
to extend the Sherpur aerodrome and construct new hangars, workshops, and 
petrol, bomb and pyrotechnic stores on the Bimaru Hills north of the Sherpur 
aerodrome. Electric cable pylons will be moved north-west clear of the present 
landing ground, and the ground extended by clearing areas to the south and west. 

Hangars to accommodate sixteen aircraft are now under construction imme¬ 
diately south of the Bimaru Hills, and further steel hangars are being ordered 
[18888] a 
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from Europe. The question of constructing underground hangars had been 
considered, but there were certain technical difficulties and no final decision had 
been reached. 

A training school for pilots and mechanics is to be established at Khwaja 
Rawash, where hangars and workshops are to be erected. 

Civil Am Service. 

17. Reported, Purchase of Civil Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 18. M. G. Bonneau, French Charge 
d’Affaires in Kabul, stated (A) during the week that he had heard that 
Herr W. Hampel, the German pilot in Afghan employ, had succeeded in selling 
six aircraft to the Afghan Government for use in a proposed civil air service in 
Afghanistan. M. Bonneau, however, was not certain about the correctness of this 
information. 

Communications. 

21. Railway. — Chaman-Kandahar-Jiabul. 

A Kabul report states that Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) has been nego¬ 
tiating with a German-Czechoslovak syndicate for the construction of a railway 
between Chaman, Kandahar and Kabul. (B) 

22. River Transport. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 14. Abdur Razaq Khan, an official 
of the Ashami Company, has left for India, where he is to engage about thirty 
engineers and mechanics for service on river launches and steamers which are 
to be used on the Oxus and Kunduz Rivers for the transport of cotton and other 
goods. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, December 18, 1937. 


[N 363/10/97] No. 32. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received January 24,1938.) 
(No. 137. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, December 31, 1937. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 52, Q dated the 25th 
December, 1937. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 32. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 52 for the Week ending December 24, 

1937. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service. 

Reference Summary No. 51, paragraph 3 (b). (a) The Junker monoplane left 

Kabul for Berlin at 0700 hours on the 23rd December. The delay in departure is 
said to have been due to difficulties regarding passports for Iran. (A) 

(b) Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 659), a director of the Shimali Trading 
Company, is believed to have left Kabul for Berlin by this aircraft. (B) 

P) Extracts only printed. 
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5. Russian-Afghan Post and Telegraph Agreements. 

The Soviet Government are stated to have asked the Afghan Government to 
renew the Post and Telegraph Agreements of 1932, and the Afghan Government 
have issued instructions to the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs that the existing 
arrangements may be continued for a period of four months, pending negotiations 
for revised agreements. (B) 

7. Arrest of a Student and pro-Amanullah Activities. 

Reference Summary No. 51, paragraph 5. Abdul Aziz Khan has been 
confined in the Arq, and it is stated that he was sent to Afghanistan by 
Adib Effendi (W.W. 137) on behalf of ex-King Amanullah. The father-in-law 
of Abdul Aziz, a wealthy trader of Kabul named Said Mahbub Khan, is also 
reported to have been arrested, and a further important arrest is said to have been 
made in Kandahar. (B) 

8. Italian Propaganda. 

(a) Copies of a photograph of Signor Mussolini are being distributed in 
Kabul by F. Iorio and A. Rosnardi, Italian engineers in Afghan Government 
employ. Mir Muhammad Siddiq Khan, an interpreter in Italian, is also stated 
to be distributing these photographs. (B) 

( b ) The photographs, of which two copies have been received by this Legation, 
appear to have been taken in Libya, and depict Signor Mussolini mounted on a 
horse, with his right arm extended holding a sword. Underneath, in Arabic, are 
the words : “ Fascist Italy desires to show its protection to the whole Islamic 
world.” (A) 

10. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 51, paragraphs 6 and 10. (a) It is rumoured in 

Kabul that rebel sections of the Sulaiman Khel carried out an attack on the newly 
constructed post at Zarghun Shahr (Map 38/D. V-43) last week, and that this 
attack was the reason for the despatch of troops from Kabul on the 15th 
December, (C) 

(6) The Sulaiman Khel are stated to have decided to resist any attempts by 
the Government to control their activities or interfere with their freedom of action 
in Afghanistan. (C) 


Finance. 

11. Shortage of Foreign Currency Notes and Coin. 

Reference Summary No. 51, paragraph 7. (a) The Afghan Government are 

stated to be conducting an investigation into the affairs of the National Bank. 
One report states that defalcation of the bank accounts has occurred; and several 
high bank officials are involved. The Afghan Government are stated to have been 
taken by surprise, when it became known that there was a shortage of foreign 
currency in the bank. (B) 

(6) According to one source Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) has obtained a 
credit in London of £150,000 for the Afghan National Bank on the security of 
Persian lambskins, though reports regarding telephonic communications between 
Abdul Majid and officials of the bank at Peshawar indicated that he was unable 
to obtain foreign currency in London for the bank. (C) 

(c) The unofficial rate of exchange in Kabul on the 22nd December was 
430 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. The rate fluctuates daily according 
to telegraphic advices from Peshawar. 


The Army. 

20. Issue of -303 Rifles. 

• 303 rifles, of the 1914 pattern recently supplied to the Afghan Government, 
are stated to have been issued to the 5th Infantry Division at Ghazni. All the 
rifles formerly in use by this division have been withdrawn. (B) 
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Foreign Missions. 

22. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 43, paragraph 19. Mr. M. Kitada, the Japanese 
Minister, returned to Kabul from his tour in Iran on the 15th December. (A) 

Individuals. 

25. Japanese. 

Mr. Hide Into, an agricultural adviser in Afghan Government employ, is 
proceeding to India, and intends to spend two months in Bombay for medical 
treatment. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 

Kabul, December 25, 1937. 


[N 622/16/97] No. 33. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 7.) 

(No. 4. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 12, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 1, dated the 8th January, 
1938.0. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. IC. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 33. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 1 for the Week ending January 7, 1938. 

Kabul. 

5. Training of Medical Students in India. 

Reference Summary No. 49 of 1937, paragraph 5. The students left Kabul 
for Bombay on the 6th January. (B) 

6. Proposed Despatch of Students to Europe. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have selected twelve students from the 
Habibia, Nijat and Istiqlal schools in Kabul for despatch to Europe for higher 
education. (B) 

10. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 51 of 1937, paragraph 6 (a). F. M. Abdul Ahad 
Khan (W.W. 5) has left Kabul for Ghazni, taking with him a number of Ghilzai 
hostages who were brought to Kabul at the end of October 1937. Two hostages 
from each section of the Katawaz Ghilzais, however, have been detained in 
Kabul. (B) 

(b) G. M. Ghulam Rasul Khan is stated to have been appointed Governor of 
Katawaz in addition to his other duties. (B) 

(c) The general situation in Katawaz is stated to be unsatisfactory, and some 
night sniping of Government posts has occurred. (B) 

(d) The Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais are stated to have secured promises of 
assistance from certain Wazirs and Mahsuds, in the event of a further outbreak 
of hostilities between the Ghilzais and the Afghan Government. Some Ghilzais, 
Wazirs and Mahsuds are said to have proceeded to Dera Ismail Khan to discuss 
matters with nomad Ghilzais encamped there. (B) 

(!) Extracts only printed. 
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Finance. 

11. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 52 of 1937, paragraph 11: (a) Mr. A. R. Ismailoff 
stated (A) on the 3rd January that the Afghan National Bank was still refusing 
to supply foreign currency. 

(h) The Afghan National Bank continues to refuse to supply Indian currency 
notes to pilgrims and other applicants. Pilgrims are said to be taking Afghan 
currency notes to Peshawar for exchange into Indian money. (B) 

(c) On the 5th January the unofficial rate of exchange in the Kabul bazaar 
was Rs. 400 Afghani = Rs. 100 Indian, and on the 6th January Rs. 395 Afghani = 
Rs. 100 Indian. (A) 

(d) The Prime Minister is stated to have held conferences at the Prime 
Ministry on the 5th and the 6th January, in connexion with the shortage of 
foreign exchange. (B) 


Trade. 

12. Trading Companies. 

Reference Summary No. 50 of 1937, paragraph 8. The Islah of the 27th 
December contained a notice offering 1,900 shares of the Food Products Company 
for sale. The public may purchase these shares up to the 20th March, 1938. 

13. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 47 of 1937, paragraph 9. Mr. A. R. Ismailoff, an 
agent of the Moscow Fur Trading Company, stated (A) on the 3rd January that 
he was leaving Kabul for London via India in a few days’ time. 

He is taking 200,000 skins with him, and will try to sell them at the best 
possible price. 

He originally contracted for the supply of 450,000 skins at £2 8 s. 6 d. per 
skin, and took delivery of 150,000 skins. A dispute then arose regarding the 
quality of the skins supplied by the Ashami Company. Mr. Ismailoff gave no 
details regarding the price of the 200,000 skins he is now taking to London, or 
any arrangements he may have made with the Ashami Company for their sale, but 
stated that the Ashami Company were urgently in need of money and unable to 
hold out for their original prices. 

He further stated that Herr Breckoff had contracted for the purchase of 
250,000 skins (Summary No. 24 of 1937, paragraph 9), but had only accepted 
70,000 skins, as the quality was unsatisfactory. Herr Breckoff then left for 
Germany, and, so far as he knew, no agreement had been reached between 
Herr Breckoff and the Ashami Company. . 


Southern Province. 

17. Pro-Amanullah Propaganda in the Southern Province. 

Reference Summary No. 52 of 1937, paragraph 7. Abdul Aziz Khan is stated 
to have disclosed to the Prime Minister the existence of a plan for a general rising 
of the tribes in the Southern Province against the Government in the spring of 
19 38. . 

He also stated that he had been to Afghanistan on two previous occasions and 
had conveyed letters and messages from ex-King Amanullah to tribal leaders of 
the province. He was arrested on his third visit in the house of a Niazi 
nomad. (B) 

Certain Niazi and Asghar Khel nomads are said to have been arrested and 
brought to Kabul. 


The Army. 

23. Military Maps, and Proposals for a Survey. 

The Chief of the General Staff stated (A) on the 5th January that the Afghan 
Government had for some years been considering a proposal for a complete survey 
of Afghanistan. The survey was to be carried out by a survey party from 
Germany or some other country. They found that the cost would be very high, and 
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it would take six years to complete the survey. The Afghan Government also 
objected to some of the terms suggested by the countries offering to provide a 
survey party and the proposal had been shelved. 

They were now considering the possibility of an air survey, but no decision 
had been reached. 

The Afghan Government had a number of British maps of the scale 4 miles to 
the inch, but these by no means covered the country. They also had some Russian 
maps which, he said, were good. He stated that some years ago an Afghan officer 
had lost his life while trying to smuggle a map of Northern Afghanistan out of 
Russia. 

The map section in the Ministry of Defence generally worked on the British 
million-sheet maps, and for military purposes made enlargements of these maps, 
further detail being added as found necessary. 


The Air Force. 

26. Italian Aircraft. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 44 of 1937, paragraph 15. Eleven Italian air¬ 
craft are stated to have arrived in Kabul, but on the 30th December only two of 
these had been assembled. (B) 

(b) Short test flights of Italian aircraft were carried out on the 28th Decem¬ 
ber and the 5th January. Owing to engine trouble their performance did not 
impress officers of the air force. (A) 

27. Hawker-Hind Aircraft . 

Reference Summary No. 51 of 1937, paragraph 14 : (a) Short test flights and 
demonstrations of acrobatics were carried out by Mr. Russell-Stracey on Hind 
aircraft on the 18th and 28th December and the 5th January. These flights and 
demonstrations created a very favourable impression in Kabul. (A) 

(i b) As a result of the test flights, (a) above, there has been some Italian pro¬ 
paganda in Kabul to the effect that these flights were carried out by Italian 
aircraft, as the British aircraft had been damaged during transit, and that only 
one aircraft was serviceable. (B) 

28. Training of Afghan Air Force Personnel in Italy. 

Reference Summary No. 49 of 1937, paragraph 23. Students selected for 
training in aviation in Italy are stated to be learning the Italian language from 
a White Russian instructor, named Afanasiev, alias Abdur Rahman. (B) 


Kabul t January 8, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


[N 767/16/97] No. 34. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 14.) 
(No. 6. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 19, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attach^ to this Legation No. 2(‘) dated the 15th January, 
1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(I) Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 34 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 2 for the Week ending January 14,1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Civil Air Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 52 of 1937, paragraph 2 (a). M. Pilger, the German 
Minister at Kabul, stated (A) during the week that his Government had abandoned 
their plans for the establishment of an air service from Berlin to the Far East, via 
Kabul, owing to the disturbed conditions in China. 

They were now concentrating on the establishment of a regular service 
between Berlin and Kabul. 

8. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 10 (c) and ( d ). (a) No change in the 

situation has been reported during the week. (B) 

(b) At a meeting of Wazir and Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai leaders, reported to 
have been held at Dera Ismail Khan, India, it was decided that the Wazir leaders 
should approach the Afghan Government with a view to obtaining a reasonable 
settlement of the differences between the Afghan Government and the Sulaiman 
Khel Ghilzais. The Wazir leaders are stated to have declared on oath that should 
the Afghan Government refuse to come to terms, they would support the 
Ghilzais. (B) 

Certain tribal leaders from Khost are also said to have attended this meeting. 

Finance. 

10. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 11. There is no change in the situa¬ 
tion, and the public are still unable to obtain Indian currency notes from the 
Afghan National Bank at Kabul. (A) 

Minerals. 

11. Mining Concession. 

Reference Summary No. 29 of 1937, paragraph 3. The Afghan Foreign 
Minister stated (A) recently that the Afghan Government had granted a mining 
concession to the “ Minengesellschaft,” a joint German-Afghan company. 

The company’s concession is for all minerals, including precious metals, but 
excluding precious stones, in that part of Afghanistan which lies south of a line 
drawn from east to west along the main Hindu Kush range. North of this line 
the company’s concession is limited to a search for, and exploitation of, any gold 
found. 

In order to avoid complications with the Soviet Government and with the 
tribes in the south and east of Afghanistan, the Afghan Government had bounded 
the concession by a line drawn 30 miles inside the Afghan frontier. 

The concession excludes parts of the Oxus Basin, where alluvial gold is said 
to be found, and the coal deposits known to exist on the northern slopes of the 
Hindu Kush. 

12. Coal. 

Mr. F. G. Clapp of the Inland Exploration Company stated (A) recently that 
the Afghan Government had asked him to send one of his engineers to visit the 
coal deposits on the northern slopes of the Hindu Kush and report on the feasi¬ 
bility of extracting coal and conveying it to Kabul. 

Herat. 

15. Frontier Incident at Kara Taya. 

(a) A small skirmish is stated to have occurred on the Afghan-Russian 
frontier in the vicinity of Kara Tapa in which one Afghan n.c.o. was killed. The 
Afghan Government are said to have made a protest to the Soviet Embassy at 
Kabul. (B) 
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(b) This incident has led to rumours that Russian consulates in Afghanistan 
will be closed down, and that the Afghan Government will withdraw their 
consular officers in Russia. (C) 


The Army. 

17. Garrisons in Ghazni and Katawaz. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have decided to maintain the following 
garrisons in Ghazni and Katawaz for the present:— 

(a) Ghazni and outposts : One infantry division of three infantry brigades. 

(b) In the Jani Khel, Zarghun Shahr and Dila districts: One infantry 

division of three infantry brigades. 

(c) Mukur and outposts : Two infantry brigades. (B) 


The Air Force. 

21. Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 27. A further short test flight was 
carried out by Mr. Russell-Stracey on the 13th January. 

Four out of the eight Hind aircraft have now been flown in Kabul. (A) 

22. Training of Afghan Air Force Personnel in India. 

In anticipation that a request for facilities for the training in India of a 
second party of thirty aviation students will be granted, the Commandant of the 
Air Force has arranged for a preliminary course of training for the selected 
students at Kabul. The syllabus includes English, mathematics, map- 
reading, &c. (B) 


Communications. 

27. German Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 17 of 1937, paragraph 16 ( d ). It is stated in Kabul 
that Herr K. Ziemke has been dismissed from the service by the German Foreign 
Office. (B) 

28. Japanese Legation. 

(a) Mr. S. Iwasaki, who is described as a secretary at the Japanese Legation, 

arrived at Kabul at the end of December 1937. (A) 

(b) The Soviet military attach^ stated (A) on the 10th January that 
Mr. Iwasaki was, in his opinion, a military officer and had probably taken the 
place of Major Y. Miyasaki (Summary No. 40 of 1937, paragraph 27). 


Kabul , January 15, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 


[N 883/16/97] No. 35. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received February 21.) 
(No. 10. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, January 25, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 3, dated the 22nd January, 
1938.0 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


O Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 35. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from, Intelligence Summary No. 3 for the Week ending January 21, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service: Berlin—Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 2, paragraph 3. A Luft-Hansa Junker monoplane 
arrived at Kabul at 1445 hours on the 21st January from Berlin via Iran. (A) 

4. Conclusion of Treaties. 

The Islah of the 19th January announced that a treaty of friendship between 
Afghanistan and Liberia was concluded at Paris on the 7th November, and that 
a similar treaty with Brazil was signed on the 23rd December. The Afghan 
Minister at Paris signed both treaties on behalf of his Government. 

9. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 2, paragraph 8 (a). Severe winter weather is 
being experienced in Katawaz, and there is no change in the situation. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have taken full precautionary 
measures regarding the collection and storage of supplies for the garrisons of all 
military posts in Katawaz. An ample supply of reserve small arms ammunition 
has also been provided for all the posts held. (B) 

(b) Reference Summary No. 2, paragraph 8 (b). F.M. Shah Bahrain 
(W.W. 572) has arrived at Kabul, and is stated to have informed the Afghan 
Government about the agreement entered into between the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais 
and certain Wazir leaders at Dera Ismail Khan. He also reported that the British 
were secretly attempting to divert the attention of the tribes from Waziristan, 
and encouraging them to open hostilities against the Afghan Government in 
Afghan territory. He accused Afghan tribes of showing undue sympathy with 
the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, and Wazir leaders of a policy of sitting on the fence, 
waiting for a favourable opportunity to intervene on behalf of the Sulaiman 
Khel. (B) 

The Faqir of Ipi, he stated, was inclined to change his views and adopt a 
hostile attitude towards the Afghan Government. 

Finance. 


10. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 2, paragraph 10. The position in Kabul is 
stated to be somewhat easier now that the majority of the pilgrims have left for 
India en route to Mecca. (B) 

( b ) Mr. Rustamji Dubash stated (A) on the 19th January that the Afghan 
National Bank would be receiving the sum of £500,000 in a few days’ time, and 
the amount would be earmarked for payments to pilgrims, foreign employees of 
the Afghan Government and demands made for Indian currency by foreign 
missions at Kabul. 

The Afghan Government now realised that the difficulties of the National 
Bank were due to an excess of imports over exports, and an important announce¬ 
ment would probably be made by the Government within the next week. This, 
he hinted, might be the introduction of a system for the regulation of imports 
and exports through the National Bank on the Iranian model. 


Trade. 

11. The Kabul Fruit Company. 

Reference Summary No. 50 of 1937, paragraph 7. It is reported in Kabul 
that, as a result of agitation in Peshawar against the trade activities of the 
Kabul Fruit Company, the company now proposes to establish a branch at 
Rawalpindi. (B) 

The agitation in India is stated to have adversely affected the prices of fruit 
in Kabul. 





90 


12. Japanese Trade. 

A rumour in the Kabul bazaar, to the effect that the import of Japanese goods 
to Afghanistan via India was to be prohibited, led to a brief increase in the prices 
of these goods during the week. Prices are now normal. (B) 

13. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 13, and paragraph 10 of this Summary. 
Mr. Rustamji Dubash stated (A) on the 19th January that the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment had now succeeded in selling 600,000 Persian lambskins at a very low price. 
He added that 200,000 of these skins were the property of the Ministry of 
Defence. 

Oil. 

14. Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 48 of 1937, paragraph 7. Mr. R. Vivian stated (A) 
during the week that the company’s geologists had reported favourably regarding 
the prospects of finding oil in the Khanabad and Sar-i-Pul areas in Northern 
Afghanistan. 

Some geologists have now been despatched from Kabul to Chakhansur and 
are to carry out a preliminary survey of this district. 

The Air Force. 

20. Engagement of Italian Instructors. 

Reference Summary No. 46 of 1937, paragraph 28. The Acting Minister 
for Foreign Affairs stated (A) on the 14th January that the Afghan Government 
had engaged five Italian aviation instructors on a two-year contract. 

One pilot and two mechanics have arrived at Kabul. 

A. G. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, January 22, 1938. 


[N 1027/16/97] No. 36. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—(Received February 28.) 
(No. 13. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabitl, February 2, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 4(‘), dated the 28th January, 
1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 36. 

(Secret.)' 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 4 for the Week ending January 28, 

1938. 


Kabul. 

3. German Air Service: Berlin-Rabid. 

Reference Summary No. 3, paragraph 3. The Lufthansa Junker monoplane 
which arrived at Kabul on the 21st January left for Berlin via Iran at 0700 hours 
on the 23rd January. (A) 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 








4. Ratification of the Saadabad Pact. 

Reference Summary No. 30 of 1937, paragraph 7. The lslah of the 
22nd January stated that the Saadabad Pact of Non-Aggression has been ratified 
by the Turkish and Afghan Governments. 

5. Extension of Turco-Afghan Treaty of Friendship. 

The lslah of the 23rd January announced that the Turco-Afghan Treaty of 
Friendship of 1928 has been extended for a further period of ten years, and that 
a protocol to this effect was signed by the representatives of both Governments 
at Angora on the 31st December. 

G. Agricultural and Mines Departments. 

Reference Summary No. 49 of 1937, paragraph 3. The Afghan Government 
have intimated that Muhammad Karim Khan, Director of the Mines Depart¬ 
ment, and Mir Muhammad Yusaf Khan, Director of the Agricultural Depart¬ 
ment, are in future to rank as Cabinet Ministers. (A) 

8. The Ghilzai Situation in Kataivaz. 

Reference Summary No. 3, paragraph 9 ( b). No further developments have 
been reported regarding the agreement stated to have been reached between the 
Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais and certain Wazir leaders, though the Sulaiman Khel 
are said to be communicating with various anti-Government elements with a view 
to securing their support. (B) 

Finance. 

9. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 3, paragraph 10. The unofficial rate of exchange 
in Kabul is 400 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (A) 

(b) Disgruntled traders and other anti-Government parties are stated to be 
taking advantage of the difficult financial position to spread anti-Government 
propaganda in the Koh-i-Daman and Northern Afghanistan. They criticise the 
Government’s policy of trade control and the monopoly system, particularly in 
connexion with Persian lambskins and fruit, and make out that the Government’s 
policy is responsible for the low prices now being obtained for these 
commodities. (B) 

Trade. 

10. Reference Summary No 3, paragraph 11.— (a) The inhabitants of the 
Koh-i-Daman district, who produce a large proportion of fruit for export, are 
stated to be very dissatisfied with the Afghan Government as a result of the 
grant of a monopoly for the export of fruit to the Shirkat-i-Mewa. (B) 

(b) A customs official, who recently stopped a consignment of dried fruit 
which was being transported from Karabagh in the Koh-i-Daman district to the 
Ghorband area, is stated to have been shot dead by one of the villagers 
transporting the fruit. The culprits are stated to have been arrested. (B) 

Oil. 

II. Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 17 of 1937, paragraph 5 (a). The lslah of the 
24th January announced that certified copies of the oil concession granted to the 
Inland Exploration Company were exchanged between the Afghan Government 
and the company’s Kabul representative on the 18th January. 

The Army. 

15. Foreign Employees. 

(а) M. A. Rosnardi, an Italian armourer in the employ of the Ministry of 
Defence, is reported to be making efforts to have his contract extended. His 
present contract expires in about one and a half months, and his pay is £50 per 
month. (B) 

(б) A further report states that a Czechoslovak armourer named Barash 
has been engaged to replace M. Rosnardi at a salary of £35 per month. 
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16. The Turkish Military Mission and Reforms in the Afghan Army. 

Reference Summary No. 2, paragraph 20. Colonel Ziya Kayan, the head 

of the Turkish Military Mission, is stated to have become very popular and to 
be enthusiastically assisting the committee formed in the Ministry of Defence 
for making recommendations for the improvement and reorganisation of the 
Afghan army. (B) 

This committee is reported to be making out a programme for adoption with 
effect from the 21st March, 1938. 

17. Instruction in the Pushtu Language. 

A Kandahari named Muhammad Nur Khan is stated to have been appointed 
instructor in Pushtu to officers in the Ministry of Defence at a salary of 
300 Afghani rupees per month. (B) 

The Minister of Defence is reported to have issued instructions to the effect 
that personal applications for leave by officers shall in future be in the Pushtu 
language. 


The Air Force. 

18. Promotions. 

(a) G.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan (W.W. 363), Commandant of the Afghan 
Air Force, has been promoted to the rank of F.M. with effect from the 
23rd January. This would appear to dispose of rumours to the effect that 
F.M. Ali Shah Khan (W.W. 180) was to be appointed Commandant of the Air 
Force. (A) 

(b) K.M. Muhammad Hashim Khan has been promoted to the rank of G.M. 
with effect from the 23rd January. This officer was in charge of the party of 
officers who proceeded to Karachi for training in July 1937. 

(c) These promotions, particularly the second one, are said to be unpopular 
amongst junior officers of the air force. (A) 


Individuals. 

23. Italian. 

M. G. Mazzini, a pilot in Afghan Government employ, left Kabul for India 
during the week. He intends to spend a short holiday in India. (B) 


Kabul, January 29, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attadhe. 


[N 1157/16/97] No. 37. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Mr. Eden.—{Received March 7.) 

(No. 17. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, February 9, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the Intelligence 
Summary of the military attachd to this Legation, No. 5, dated the 
5th February, 1938.(‘) 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

T bfivp jfep 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


(’) Extracts only printed. 







Enclosure in No. 37. 


(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 5 for the Week ending February 4, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. Reported Discovery of a Plot. 

Muhammad Fazl of Sialkot, a prisoner in Kabul Jail (Summary No. 21 of 
1937, paragraph 6), is reported to have sent a letter to the Prime Minister in 
which he gave details of a plan for his assassination. (B) 

The plan is said to implicate Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai and other prisoners in 
the jail. 

The Prime Minister sent for Muhammad Fazl and obtained a verbal report 
from him. 

Intelligence agents have been given orders to obtain further information 
regarding the existence of this plan and the present activities of certain prisoners 
and their relatives. 

Meanwhile, even fuller precautions are being taken to safeguard the Prime 
Minister. 

3. Anti-Government Propaganda. 

Propaganda by anti-Government elements in Kabul is being carried out 
under three main headings at present:— 

(a) That the object of introducing the compulsory use of the Pushtu language 

is to retard educational development in the country. 

(b) That the present shortage of foreign currency is due to large transfers of 

money to foreign banks by members of the Royal Family. (B) 

(<?) That the purchase of aircraft and engagement of European pilots has 
been carried out with a view to securing a safe escape for the Royal 
Family and prominent members of the Government. 

Finance. 

6. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 4, paragraph 9. (a) The unofficial exchange rate in 
Kabul is now 410 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

(b) Mr. A. Arshacony, representative of General Motors (Limited) stated (A) 
(luring the week that the Afghan Government were paying all instalments due to 
his firm on account of motor vehicles purchased. 

He thought that the Afghan National Bank had obtained supplies of Indian 
currency, but they were holding these rather tightly, and traders in Kabul were 
still unable to obtain foreign currency for replenishing their stocks of goods. 

(c) The manager of the Norwich Fire Insurance Company, India, is stated to 
have been invited to Kabul by the Afghan Government with a view to raising a 
loan through him. He visited Kabul recently, and returned to India on the 
28th January via Torkham. (B) 

Trade. 

7. The Kabul Fruit Company. 

Reference Summary No. 3, paragraph 11. The manager of the Food 
Products Company is stated to be trying to induce Indian traders in Kabul to 
buy dried fruit in exchange for piece-goods. One of the objects underlying this 
offer is said to be rivalry between the managers of the Kabul Fruit Company and 
Food Products Company. (B) 

SlNKIANG. 

9. Japanese Interest in Sinkiang. 

Mr. M. Kitada, the Japanese Minister at Kabul, showed his usual interest 
in Sinkiang affairs during the week, and made the following statements to the 
military attach^, possibly with a view to eliciting further information regarding 
the situation there for inclusion in a report which he may make to his Government 
on his return to Japan :— 

(a) He emphasised that Japan had no aggressive designs on India or any 
other British possession, and hoped that relations between Great 
Britain and Japan would remain friendly. 








(b) He had heard that Sinkiang was now virtually a Russian province with 

an Administration largely supported by Russian troops. 

(c) His Government were determined to attack all known centres of 

communism in China, and, though some of these were remote, they 
could possibly be attacked from the air. He wondered what the 
reactions of the Soviet and Indian Governments would be, if Japan 
were to attack Urumchi or Kashgar from the air. 

(d) His Government were anxious to close all road communications between 

Russia and China, and so prevent the despatch of munitions of war by 
the Soviet Government to China. 

The Air Force. 

11. Engagement of Italian Instructors. 

Reference Summary No. 3, paragraph 20. The Prime Minister stated (A) 
recently that the five Italian instructors engaged on a two-year contract consisted 
of the following individuals:— 

(a) A pilot captain, at a salary of £80 per month. 

( b) A head engine mechanic, at a salary of £45 per month. 

(c) An engine mechanic, at a salary of £40 per month. 

( d) An aircraft fitter, at a salary of £42 per month. 

(e) A repairs engineer, at a salary of £40 per month 

Of these, the pilot, with two mechanics or one mechanic and one fitter, has 
arrived at Kabul. The remaining two instructors are expected to arrive with 
further consignments of Italian aircraft and spares. 

12. Purchase of Aircraft in Italy. 

Reference Summary No. 45 of 1937, paragraph 25 (b). The Prime Minister 
stated (A) recently that the aircraft and spares, &c.. purchased in Italy had cost 
the Afghan Government the sum of £157,883. He gave the following details 
regarding the purchases made and the method of payment 

(a) Purchases— 

16 Romeo reconnaissance aircraft at £4,802 each. 

2 Breda (28) training aircraft at £2,468 each. 

6 Breda (25) training aircraft at £2,260 each. 

Spares, cameras, munitions, &c., were purchased, bringing the total 
cost, including aircraft, to £157,883 landed at Kabul. 

(b) Arrangements for payment— 

£31,523 to be paid on signing the contract. 

£31,590 to be paid on arrival of the consignment in Kabul. 

The balance of £94,770 to be paid in three instalments, the first 
instalment of £31,590 to be paid one year after the arrival of the 
consignment. 


13. Training. 

The Commandant of the Air Force, F.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan 
(W.W. 363), stated (A) during the week that, owing to the severe cold, it was 
impossible to carry out training in Kabul during the winter months. Next 
winter, if funds become available, he intended to move a proportion of his aircraft 
and personnel to Jalalabad or Kandahar for training. 

Foreign Missions. 

14. Japanese Legation. 

Mr. M. Kitada, Japanese Minister at Kabul, is leaving for India en route 
for Japan on the 9th February. He will not be returning to Kabul. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache 


Kabul, February 5, 1938. 
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[N 1292/16/97] No. 38. 

Major Macann to Mr. Eden.—[Received March 14.) 

(No. 22. Secret.) 

Sir, Kabul, February 14, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 6J 1 ) dated the 
12th February, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 38. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 6 for the Week ending February 11,1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service: Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 4, paragraph 3. It is reported that a further 
Lufthansa monoplane will arrive in Kabul on, or about, the 25th February on a 
trial flight from Berlin. (B) 

5. Demand for Interpreters in English. 

There has been a demand recently for Afghans with a knowledge of English 
for service in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Mines Department. 

It is understood that certain interpreters in English provided by the Ministry 
of Education have refused to serve under foreigners or foreign concerns like the 
Inland Exploration Company. (B) 

6. Unpopularity of Foreign Employees. 

Officials in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs are stated to have been 
criticising the policy of employing foreigners in Afghanistan, and the Acting 
Minister for Foreign Affairs (W.W. 464a) is reported to have said that he was the 
enemy of any foreigner in Afghanistan who was drawing a salary from the 
Afghan Government. (B) 

9. Chak Wardak Hydro-Electric Scheme. 

Reference Summary No. 45 of 1937, paragraph 10. The Islah of the 
7th February stated that one-third of the work of constructing the dam for the 
power house at Chak Wardak has been completed. 

Canals above and below the power house are under construction, the 
dimensions of the canal above the power house being: total length, 1,025 metres; 
breadth at the top 13 metres; breadth at the bottom, 3| metres; depth, 3^ metres. 
Four additional quarters for engineers and officials have been erected. 

Work on this project will recommence in the spring of 1938, by which time 
certain equipment ordered from abroad will have arrived. 

10. Japanese Propaganda. 

The Anis of the 2nd February published an article which included quotations 
from a Japanese Government pamphlet sent to the editor of the newspaper by the 
Japanese Legation at Kabul, giving details of Japanese policy in China and the 
Shanghai situation. 

11. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 4, paragraph 8. Katawaz is stated to be quiet at 
present, but reports suggest that there will be a recrudescence of the Sulaiman 
Khel disturbances in the spring. 

(') Extracts only printed. 
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The Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) and the Hazrat of Shor Bazar 
(W.W. 347), who have great influence with the Ghilzais, are being closely watched 
by the Afghan Government. These two notabilities are believed to be in 
sympathy with the Ghilzais and to be corresponding secretly with them. (B) 

Finance. 

12. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 5, paragraph 6. 

(a) The unofficial rate of exchange in Kabul remains at 410 Afghani rupees 
per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

(b) Traders in Kabul are still unable to obtain supplies of foreign exchange, 
though the Afghan Government are paying the salaries of their foreign employees 
in foreign currency in all cases where such payments have to be made in other than 
Afghan currency. (B) 

Trade. 

13. Purchase of Electrical Equipment in England. 

It is understood that the Afghan Government have placed a contract with 
the General Electric Company (Limited), England, for the supply and installation 
of all electrical machinery and apparatus for the textile factory at Pul-i-Khomri. 
The value of the contract is stated to be approximately £19,500. Messrs. Platt 
Bros., England, are supplying the spinning and weaving machinery for this 
factory. (Summary No. 35 of 1937, paragraph 6.) (A) 

The Eastern Province. 

14. Anti-Government Propaganda. 

A considerable amount of anti-Government propaganda is stated to be current 
in the Eastern Province, particularly amongst the Mohmands, Shinwaris and 
Ivhugianis. (B) 

The Air Force. 

19. Training of A fghan Ai v orce Personnel Abroad. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 28, and Summary No. 2, paragraph 22. 
The Chief of the General Staff and the Commandant of the Air Force are stated 
to have selected the following students for training abroad :— 


(a) From the Military College, Kabul . 5 

( b) From the Rushidiya School, Kabul. 18 

(c) From the Habibiya School, Kabul. 30 

(d) From the Nijat (German) School, Kabul . 26 

(e) From the Istiqal (French) School, Kabul ... ... 28 


Total. 107 


Of these eighty were found to be medically fit for service in the army or air 
force. (B) 

Thirty students have been selected for training in aviation in India, and 
sixteen for similar training in Italy. Twenty-five are to be despatched to Turkey 
for military training, and nine are to be sent to various European countries for 
training in other subjects. 

Foreign Missions. 

21. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 5, paragraph 14. King Zahir Shah accorded 
Mr. M. Kitada, the Japanese Minister, a farewell interview on the 6th February, 
and invested him with the Order of Sardar-i-Ala. 

Later in the day, on instructions from Tokyo, Mr. Kitada changed his plans, 
and is to pay a visit to India and return to Kabul before proceeding to Japan 
He left for India on the 9th February. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 


Kabul, February 12, 1938. 
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[N 1433/16/97] No. 39. 

Major Macann to Viscount Halifax.—(Received March 21.) 

(No. 25. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, February 21, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for information a copy of the intelligence 
summary of the military attach^ to this Legation No. 7,(‘) dated the 
19th February, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 39. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 7 for the Week ending February 18, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 3. A Lufthansa Junker monoplane 
arrived in Kabul from Berlin at 1430 hours on the 17th February. (A) 

4. Soviet Consulates in Afghanistan. 

Major N. Roubenko, the Soviet military attache at Kabul, stated (A) during 
the week that, on the orders of his Government, all Soviet consulates in 
Afghanistan were to be closed down as soon as possible. Officials of the Embassy 
at Kabul rather regretted this step, as they considered the consulates very useful 
to them in various ways. 

8. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 11. (a) Owing to the severe weather 
conditions prevailing in the Katawaz area, the situation is quiet. The military 
garrisons in the district are stated to be suffering from a lack of fuel and from 
insufficient warm clothing (B) 

(b) The relatives of soldiers killed during the disturbances in Katawaz last 
summer are reported to have held a meeting in the Koh-i-Daman to protest 
against the failure of the Afghan Government to notify them officially about the 
deaths of the soldiers killed or to give them compensation for men killed while 
on active service. Local officials arc stated to have made one or two arrests in 
connexion with this meeting. (B) 


Finance. 

9. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 12. (a) The unofficial rate of 

exchange in Kabul has fluctuated between 400-410 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees during the week. (A) 

(b) A deputation of Kabul traders had an interview with the directors of 
the Afghan National Bank during the week and asked for the immediate release 
of Indian currency held by the bank. They stated that they required Indian 
currency notes in Kabul, since, if they took Afghan currency to Peshawar for 
exchange, the transaction would involve them in a loss owing to the low rate of 
exchange prevailing in Peshawar. (B) 

The deputation was told that arrangements will be made to meet their 
requirements within a week or ten days. 


n 
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Trade. 


10. The Wool Factory at Kandahar. 

The Islah of the 13th February stated that the construction of the buildings 
for the wool factory at Kandahar has been completed. 

The factory compound is to be paved with stones. Wool washing and baling 
machinery is now complete, and weaving machinery has been installed. 
Machinery for spinning wool is being installed, and the work should be completed 
in about one month. 

Three German technical experts have been engaged, and are employed in the 
dyeing, spinning, and weaving sections. An Italian expert has been employed 
to supervise the baling section. 

A laboratory for the preparation of dyes is to be constructed. 

11. Cotton-ginning Factory at Kunduz. 

The Islah of the 13th February stated that a cotton-ginning factory is being 
erected at Kunduz (Map 37/D. D.l). This factory will also have sections for 
baling cotton and extracting oil from cotton seed for the manufacture of soap. 

The United Northern Trading Company have provided the capital for the 
construction of the factory, the major portion of which has been completed. 

The factory is to be run by electric power from a plant which will also supply 
the town of Kunduz with electric light. 


Civil Air Service. 

13. Herr W. Hem/pel and Negotiations for the Sale of Civil Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 51 of 1937, paragraph 17. Herr Hempel is now 
stated to be concentrating on the sale of a few Junker passenger aircraft and two 
or three light training aircraft to the Afghan Government. 

He hopes to be able to persuade the Afghan Government to start a small 
school for the training of pilots for a civil air service in Afghanistan. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


Kabul, February 19, 1938. 


[N 1846/16/97] No. 40. 

Major Macann to Viscount Halifax.—{Received March 28.) 

(No. 26. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, February 28, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 8,(‘) dated 
the 26th February, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

A. MACANN. 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 40. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 8 for the Week Endinq February 25. 

1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 7, paragraph 2. (a) The Lufthansa Junker 

monoplane is still in Kabul owing, it is said, to unfavourable weather reports. (A) 
(b) M. Pilger, the German Minister at Kabul, recently stated (A) that all 
arrangements for Lufthansa flights were now working very smoothly, and he 
hoped that arrangements for a regular service would be completed in the spring. 

6. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 7, paragraph 8 (a). The Minister of Defence is 
reported to have issued orders for the relief by fresh troops of all the garrisons 
now in Katawaz before the New Year (21st March, 1938). 

7. New Construction Projects. 

Reference Summary No. 5, paragraph 18. Mr. Bendixsen recently stated (A) 
that he had been asked to prepare plans for— 

(a) A luxury hotel with sixty bedrooms, private suites and a ballroom at 

Dar-ul-Funim. The Afghan Government, he said, were anxious to 
have a good hotel where they could entertain visiting foreign 
statesmen, and the impending visit of the Turkish, Iraqi and Iranian 
representatives of the Non-Aggression Pact had opened their eyes to 
the inadequacy of the existing Kabul Hotel. 

(b) A lunatic asylum at Aliabad for 100 inmates. 

(e) Three large and one small hotels, locations unknown. 


Finance. 


8. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 7, paragraph 9. The unofficial rate of exchange in 
Kabul has fluctuated between 380-410 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees 
during the week. 

Trade. 

9. The Kabul Fruit Company. 

Reference Summary No. 5, paragraph 7. The Islah of the 22nd February 
contains a notice offering shares in the Kabul Fruit Company to the public at a 
par value of 1,000 Afghani rupees per share. Applications will be received up 
to the 19th March, 1938. 


The Eastern Province. 


10. Naqib of Chaharbagh. 

Reference Summary No. 7, paragraph 3. The Prime Minister is said to have 
sent secret instructions to the Governor of the Eastern Province to find out why 
the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) refused to celebrate the Id on the 
10th February and whether he is indulging in any anti-Government propaganda 
on this account. (B) 


Foreign Relations. 

11. Renewal of Afghan and Soviet Non-Aggression Pact. 

The Anis of the 9th February reports the ratification of the protocol renewing 
the Treaty of Neutrality and Non-Aggression between Afghanistan and the 
Soviet Union (Summary No. 38 of 1936, paragraph 10). 

[18888] » 2 
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Foreign Missions. 

15. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 21. Mr. Kitada, the Japanese 
Minister, has returned to Kabul. On the 23rd February he stated (A) that he 
would stay on in Kabul for another two or three months until the arrival of his 
successor. 

The main object of his visit to Peshawar had been to buy some clothes, as 
his luggage had left Kabul before he received his revised instructions. 

(For Military Attache), 

RODERICK PARKES, Secretary. 

Kabul, February 26, 1938. 


[N 1649/16/97] No. 41. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received April 2.) 
(No. 28. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, March 9, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 9,( ] ) dated 
the 5th March, 1938. 

2. Paragraph No. 2.—This is the fifth out of the six trial flights autho¬ 
rised by the Afghan Government. No further trials have been agreed to, and the 
Prime Minister informs me that no further progress has been made in negotiations 
for a service between Berlin and Kabul. The position, as stated by him, is that 
the Afghan Government will not even consider the question of a German line to 
Kabul until negotiations for a through line across Iran have been completed. His 
Royal Highness was somewhat surprised to hear that the German Minister had 
expressed himself so confidently on the prospects of the establishment of a regular 
service in the spring (vide paragraph 3 ( b) of Intelligence Summary No. 8). He 
said that Herr Pilger’s hopes had at present no basis, and his remarks were 
hardly compatible with his position as the responsible head of the German mission 
at Kabul. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 41. 


(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 9 for the Week ending March 4, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service: Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 8, paragraph 3 (a). The Lufthansa Junker mono¬ 
plane which arrived at Kabul on the 17th February left for Berlin via Iran at 
0700 hours on the 28th February. (A) 

5. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 8, paragraph 6. (a) Jalad Khan, son of the late 
Gul Din Khan, Ahmedzai Wazir, recently arrived in Kabul. It is said that his 
object is to see the Prime Minister on behalf of certain Suleiman Khel leaders 
with a view to effecting a settlement between them and the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment. (B) 


(0 JSjctractB only printed. 
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(b) On receipt of reports of anti-Government intrigue with various 
disaffected Suleiman Khel elements, the Prime Minister is believed to have ordered 
secret enquiries to be made in Charkh, the village of the late Ghulam Nabi Khan, 
Charkhi. (B) 

9. French School. 

The I slab of the 2nd March announced the appointments of M. Momal, lately 
Professor of Political Philosophy in the St. Louis College, Paris, as Director, and 
M. Maupomi as Professor of Literature, in the French School. 

10. Government Control of Lorry Traffic. 

Reference Summary No. 27 of 1937, paragraph 10. Some days ago the 
Afghan Government are said to have issued orders that no private passenger or 
freight lorries were to leave Kabul for Peshawar until such Afghan Government 
lorries as were available for this purpose had been used . 

Owners and drivers of private lorries were highly incensed, and, in conse¬ 
quence, it is now reported that the Afghan Government have fixed a ratio of four 
private lorries to two Government lorries. The Afghan Government are believed 
to have under consideration proposals for the permanent control of private lorry 
traffic. (B) 


Finance. 

11. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 8, paragraph 8. The unofficial rate of exchange in 
Kabul has fluctuated between 410-420 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees 
during the week. (A) 


Trade. 

12. The Kabul Fruit Company. 

Reference Summary No. 8, paragraph 9. It is reported that representatives 
of the Koh-i-Daman fruit growers recently approached the Kabul Fruit Company 
and asked for payment for the dried fruit which the company had bought from 
them. (B) 

They are said to have been told that no payments could be made at present as 
the fruit had not yet been sold. 

(For Military Attachd, absent in India), 

RODERICK PARKES, Secretary. 

Kabul, March 5, 1938. 


[N 1800/16/97] No. 42. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received April 11.) 
(No. 30. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, March 19, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 10, dated 
the 12th March, 1938 .( l ) 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 
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Enclosure in No. 42. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 10 for the Week ending 

March 11, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. President of the Afghan National Bank. 

Reference Summary No. 39 of 1937, paragraph 9. (a) The Islah of the 
6th March announced that Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73), president of the 
Afghan National Bank, returned to Kabul from Europe on the 5th March. He 
was given an enthusiastic reception at Jalalabad, and on arrival at Kabul he was 
received by the Prime Minister, the Defence Minister and other high civil and 
military officials. 

(b) A Kabul report has it that, on arriving at the bank on the morning of 
the 5th March and hearing that certain high officials of the bank had gone to 
Jalalabad to meet Abdul Majid Khan, the remaining officials decided that 
politeness demanded their presence at Bagrami to assist in the welcome. Without 
permission, therefore, and without formally closing the bank, a large number of 
them chartered a lorry and set off for Bogrami. The position was reported to 
Sardar Naim Khan (W.W. 464a), officiating president of the bank), who is 
believed to have been greatly annoyed and to have issued orders for the instant 
closing of the bank for the day. (B) 

4. Bus Service for Kabul and Suburbs. 

Mr. Arshacony, representative of General Motors (Limited), recently stated 
(A) that the Prime Minister was considering the purchase of eight Chevrolet 
single-decker buses to form the nucleus of a bus service for Kabul. The buses 
would run as far as Paghman and Butkhak, but would be chiefly used on short 
routes in the immediate vicinity of Kabul. 

The Prime Minister’s object was twofold : to eliminate, so far as possible, 
tonga traffic, and to induce Kabulis to leave the city and live in the country 
outside. 

9. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 9, paragraph 5. Rumours to the effect that, in the 
event of a further clash between the Afghan Government and the Suleiman Khel 
in the coming summer, the British and Afghan Governments will take concerted 
action to crush the malcontents have been heard in certain quarters in Kabul 
City. (C) 

Finance. 

12. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 9, paragraph 11. (a) The unofficial rate of exchange 
in Kabul has fluctuated between 390 and 410 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees during the week. The slight hardening in the rate is believed to be due 
to optimism caused by the return of Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73). 

(b) A deputation of leading traders is stated to have seen the president of 
the Afghan National Bank during the week and to have petitioned for the 
resumption of payments in Indian rupees. 

Abdul Majid Khan is alleged to have replied that he could see no reason why 
the traders should need Indian rupees, as any purchases they wished to make in 
India could be arranged through the medium of the bank. He is alleged to have 
added that he had made a considerable amount of Indian rupees available for the 
bank, which would shortly resume payments in this currency. (B) 

Trade. 

13. Persian Lambskins. 

(a) M. Schapiro, representative of Ariowitsch and Jacob Fur Company 
(Limited), stated (A) that the Afghan Government had recently sold 200,000 
first-quality skins in England at an average price of 35s. per skin. 250,000 poorer 
quality skins now remained unsold in England. 
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He estimated that there were still 120,000 skins of last year lying in Kabul; 
their quality was, for the most part, poor. 

(b) Reference Summary No. 24 of 1937, paragraph 9, and Summary No. 47 
of 1937, paragraph 9. M. Schapiro stated (A) that the firms represented at 
Kabul by Messrs. Ismailoff and Breckoff had now succeeded in releasing them¬ 
selves from their bargains, the Afghan Government having accepted the rulings 
of the arbitrators, which had been given in favour of these firms. 


Foreign Missions. 

15. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 8, paragraph 15. The Islah of the 8th March 
stated that the Afghan Government’s formal agrement to the appointment of 
M. Waru Moriya as Japanese Minister at Kabul had been sent to Tokyo. 

16. Soviet Embassy. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 32 (a). The arrival of M. Michaeloff, 
Soviet Ambassador-designate to Kabul, and his wife was announced in the Islah 
of the 9th March. 

M. Michaeloff came by the Russian biplane which reached Kabul on the 
7th March and was received by the Director-General of the Reception Department 
at the aerodrome. 

(For Military Attach^, absent in India), 

R. W. PARKES, Secretary. 


[N 1910/16/97] No. 43. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received April 19.) 
(No. 32. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , March 24, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 11, dated 
the 19th March, 1938.( l ) 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 43. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 11 for the Week ending March 18, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. The Medical Facidty. 

(a) Students of the fifth class at the medical faculty, Kabul, have been 
examined. Eight students have been successful, and are to work in Kabul for a 
year on pay of 500 Afghani rupees per month, plus an allowance of 3 Afghani 
rupees per day. (B) 

At the end of this period they are to proceed to America, France and Germany 
for further training. 

(b) The medical faculty is now stated to consist of fifty students, who are 
organised into five classes. (B) 
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6. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 10, paragraph 9. Tribal leaders who were 
despatched by the Afghan Government to arrange a settlement with the Sulaiman 
Khel Ghilzais are stated to have returned to Kabul about the end of February. 
They have informed the Afghan Government that the hostile sections of the 
Sulaiman Khel did not trust them and refused to parley with them. (B) 

(b) Three Sulaiman Khel hostages are stated to have disappeared from Kabul 
on the 5th March. Certain other hostages have in consequence been arrested and 
confined. (B) 

Finance. 

7. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 10, paragraph 12. -The unofficial rate of 
exchange at Kabul is 390-395 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (A) 

(b) It is stated that the Afghan Government intend to appoint Abdul Majid 
Khan (W.W. 73) Minister for Economic Affairs. (B) 

(i c) Traders in Kabul have been told by officials of the National Bank that 
arrangements will be made to supply their requirements in Indian currency 
within the next few days. (B) 

The Southern Province. 

8. Reports submitted by the Governor. 

F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan, Governor of the Southern Province, is said to 
have submitted reports to the Afghan Government to the effect that his intelligence 
agents have informed him that S. Muhammad Umar Khan escaped from Naini 
Tal with the connivance of the British authorities, and that Muhammad Umar 
is connected with the Sulaiman Khel disturbances. He has also reported that 
the British have concluded a secret agreement with the Faqir of Ipi, and that the 
Faqir is now carrying on intrigues directed against the Afghan Government. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, March 19,1938. 


[N 2033/16/97] No. 44. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received April 25.) 
(No. 34. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, March 29, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the intelligence summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 12,(‘) dated 
the 26th March, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 44. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 12 for the Week ending 

March 25, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 9, paragraph 2. Herr H. Pilger, the German 
Minister at Kabul, stated (A) during the week that a further Lufthansa Junker 

(*) Extracts only printed. 
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monoplane was due to arrive in Kabul recently, but that this trial flight was 
abandoned owing to unfavourable weather conditions, and the monoplane 
returned to Berlin from Tehran, 

9. S. Muhammad Umar Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 11, paragraph 5. The Afghan Government are 
stated to have received several reports from the eastern and southern provinces 
regarding the activities of S. Muhammad Umar Khan. These reports indicate 
that he is corresponding with tribes in both provinces. 

The Governor of the Southern Province recently sent one of his agents, a man 
named Ajar Khan Mangal, with a special report to the Minister of Defence 
regarding S. Muhammad Umar Khan. The Minister of Defence has now 
despatched B.M. Mir Musaid Khan, a Mangal Hazii’bash, and some other agents 
to various districts in the Southern Province with a view to discovering further 
information about Muhammad Umar Khan and his activities. (B) 

10. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 11, paragraph 6 ( b). The three hostages who 
escaped on the 5th March are said to be Khashai, Salim and Wazir. 

The number of Sulaiman Khel hostages now in Kabul is stated to be 
ninety. (B) 

Finance. 

11. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 11, paragraph 7. (a) The unofficial rate of exchange 
at Kabul has dropped slightly during the week and it is now 400-410 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

Government employees on fixed salaries are stated to be anxious regarding 
the continued rise in the prices of imported goods. 

(&) The Islah of the 22nd March stated that Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73), 
the president of the National Bank, and the Minister of Commerce and Finance 
have discussed the position regarding the shortage of foreign exchange in the 
National Bank, and the paper gives in a somewhat lengthy article what they 
consider were the causes of the shortage. These are stated to be— 

(i) The fall in world prices of raw materials, which resulted in a drop of 

40 per cent, in the prices of Afghanistan’s raw materials. 

(ii) That Persian lambskins and dried fruit could not be sold until the 

5th March, 1938. 

(iii) The increase by 100 per cent, in the expenditure incurred by various 

Government departments in the past year. 

(iv) The increase in the number of pilgrims to Mecca from 1,600 to 5,000, and 

the large sum of money which they took out of the country for their 

expenses. 

(v) The increased use of foreign currency for schemes for developing the 

economic resources of the country. 

(vi) The large increases in the imports of motor vehicles and Japanese goods 

during the past year. 

(vii) The decrease in the estimated production of cotton from 30,000 tons to 

less than 7,000 tons owing to bad weather and disease. 

The National Bank, after studying the position, are stated to be of the 
opinion that the Revenue Ministry should hand over to the bank certain metallic 
reserves held by them for emergencies, and that the imports of foreign goods into 
Afghanistan should be limited for a period to actual necessities. 

The article points out that 1,116 motor vehicles were imported into the 
country during the last year, and the number of foreign employees rose to over 
300, with salaries ranging from £40 to £120 per head per month. 

The National Bank, in consultation with the Ministry of Commerce and 
Finance, are working out plans for the limitation of imports from abroad for 
the financial year 1938-39 with a view to putting these into effect from the 
30th March, 1938. 

The article concludes by giving the assets of the National Bank and Ashanti 
Company on the 21st Marcn, 1937, and the 21st March, 1938. 
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These, it is stated, were :— 

(a) On the 21st March, 1937— 

Afghani rupees. 


(i) Foreign currency in the bank in Kabul and 

abroad. 29,250,000 

(ii) Goods for export deposited with the bank, 

i.e., 85,000 Persian lambskins . 8,200,000 

Total . 37,450,000 

(b) On the 21st March, 1938— 

(i) Foreign currency in the bank in Kabul and 

abroad. 11,200,000 

(ii) Goods for export deposited with the bank, 

i.e., 840,000 Persian lambskins . 54,000,000 

Total . 65,200,000 


Trade. 

12. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 10, paragraph 13. Mr. Scliapiro, representative of 
the Ariowitsch and Jacob Fur Company (Limited), stated (A) on the 19th March 
that, owing to the disturbed political situation in Europe, ne has been instructed 
by his firm to cease buying Persian lambskins and return to London. 

He left Kabul for Peshawar on the 20th March, and stated before his 
departure that he had purchased 35,000 second-grade skins at £1 14s. M. 
per skin. 

Minerals. 

13. Salt. 

The Islah of the 27th February contained a notice calling for tenders to work 
a salt mine near Andkhui. The owner of the present lease is stated to have paid 
the Afghan Government the sum of 80,000 Afghani rupees for mining rights 
for a period of three years ending on the 20th March, 1938. 


The Air Force. 

21. Proposed Despatch of Air Force Personnel to Italy. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 19. The sixteen students stated to 
have been selected for training in aviation in Italy have not so far been given 
any preliminary training in aviation subjects by the Afghan air force, nor have 
they reported to the air force for duty. (B) 

It is understood that they are still being given instruction in the Italian 
language. (Summary No. 1, paragraph 28.) 

22. Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 2, paragraph 21. Mr. Russell Stracey carried out 
three further short test flights on the 23rd March. (A) 

Seven of the Hawker Hind aircraft purchased by the Afghan Government 
have now been flown in Kabul. 

23. Arrival of Italian Instructors in Aviation. 

Reference Summary No. 5, paragraph 11, and Summary No. 46 of 1937, 
paragraph 28. (a) The following Italian instructors in aviation arrived in 

Kabul on or about the 21st February :— 

M. Mario Paoletti, pilot, who was accompanied by his wife. 

M. Guiseppe Doccia. 

M. Renato Paglia. 

M. Raffaele Arzillo. 

M. Amleto Bonamoneta. (A) 
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(b) It is now believed that the pilot and two mechanics reported to have 
arrived in Kabul in Summary No. 3, paragraph 20, are employees of the company 
from whom the Italian aircraft were purchased, and that they have been sent to 
Kabul to assemble these aircraft. (B) 


Foreign Missions. 


28. Japanese Legation. 


Reference Summary No. 10, paragraph 15. Mr. M. Ivitada, Japanese 
Minister at Kabul is leaving Kabul on the 26th or the 27th March for India via 
Torkham. He is proceeding to Japan, but intends to stay for a few days in Delhi 
en route. 


Kabul, March 26, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 




[N 2165/16/97] No. 45. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—[Received May 2.) 
(No. 37. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, April 5, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 13, dated 
the 2nd April, 1938.(‘) 

2. Paragraphs 10 and 11.—I am deferring comment on this information 
until I have had an opportunity of discussing the Afghan Government’s financial 
position with Abdul Majid, whom I hope to see shortly. 

3. Paragraph 14.—The shortage of foreign currency and its consequent 
effect on the bank’s financial position is possibly the reason for this move. I shall 
endeavour to get further information on the subject from Abdul Majid. 

4. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTL ER. 


Enclosure in No. 45. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 13 for the Week ending April 1, 1938 

Kabul. 

3. Discussion of European Affairs by Afglian Officials. 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs is reported to have remarked to 
officials in the Foreign Office that he considered Germany’s advance in Central 
Europe a danger to Great Britain, and he was surprised that no assistance had 
been given to Austria. (B) 

Certain other officials in the Foreign Office are stated to have expressed their 
pleasure at the success of Germany’s advance into Austria, whereupon the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs warned them against showing partiality in such 
matters. 

6. Engagement of Polish Engineers. 

M. M. Domaszewicz stated (A) on the 28th March that the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment have engaged six Polish engineers, and that they have now arrived at Kabul. 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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7. Formation of a Building Construction Company. 

The Islah of the 24th March published a notice to the effect that a company 
which is to be known as the Afghan Building Construction Company (Shirkat-i- 
Ta’mirat-i-Afghani) has been formed, and the company’s office was opened on 
the 19th March. 

The share capital has been provided by the Afghan National Bank and 
Messrs. Skoda, and an agreement concluded between these two concerns for the 
establishment of the company. 

The new company is to carry out building construction in Kabul. 

Dost Muhammad Khan (W.W. 241) has been appointed honorary director, 
and Mr. L. M. Moghadam, Messrs. Skoda’s representative at Kabul, assistant 
director and agent of the company. 

9. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 11, paragraph 10. (a) E.M. Abdul Ahad Khan, the 

Governor of Ghazni, is stated to have been sending reports to the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment to the effect that he anticipates further disturbances in Katawaz when the 
nomad Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais arrive there from India. (B) 

He also accuses the Indian Government of carrying on secret intrigues with 
the Ghilzais. 

(b) A convoy carrying tents, small-arms ammunition and stores left Kabul 
for Katawaz on the 29th March. (B) 


Trade. 

10. Orders placed with Messrs. Skoda by the Afghan Government. 

Reference Summary No. 22 of 1937, paragraph 5 (6). Mr. L. M. Moghadam, 
Messrs. Skoda’s representative at Kabul, stated (A) recently that the Afghan 
Government had placed the following orders with his firm :— 

(a) A slaughter-house, complete with refrigerating plant. 

(b) Machinery for a sugar factory. 

(c) Eight batteries of artillery ( cf. paragraph 20 of this summary). 

The total value of the orders is approximately £500,000; but, for business 
reasons, he was not prepared to disclose the sums involved in the separate 
transactions. 

Payments by the Afghan Government have been arranged for as follows :— 

(a) 37^ per cent, with the order. 

(b) 37^ per cent, on arrival of the goods, &c., in Kabul. 

(c ) A final payment of 25 per cent. 

Delivery of the goods and payments to be completed within three years from 
the date on which the orders were placed. 

Mr. Moghadam added that up to the present the Afghan Government had 
paid all instalments due to his firm on the correct date, but owing to the slump in 
the prices of Persian lambskins he was a little anxious about future payments. 

11. -Trade with Germany. 

Mr. L. M. Moghadam stated (A) recently that, according to his information, 
the German Government had given the Afghan Government a trade credit of 
16 million reichsmarks. The credit bears interest at 4 per cent, and is repayable 
over a period of eight years. 

Half of the trade credit is to be used for the purchase of munitions of war 
(cf. paragraph 21 of this summary), and half for the purchase of machinery, 
bridges, tractors, machinery for a power station, and equipment for a technical 
high school, &c. 

Payment is to be made in kind by the export of raw materials to Germany. 
(Summary No. 16 of 1937, paragraph 6.) 

12. Sugar Manufacturing Company. 

The Islah of the 28tli March published a notice issued by the Afghan 
National Bank to the effect that a company to be known as the Sugar Manu¬ 
facturing Company (Shirkat-i-Ashami-i-Qandsazi) has been established at 
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Kabul with an authorised capital of 30 million Afghani rupees. The company 
has been granted monopolies for the import of sugar and petrol into Afghanistan 
for a period of ten years. These concessions were previously held by the National 
Bank and Ashami Company and the Pushtun Petrol Company. Shares in the 
new company are available for sale and may be purchased by Afghan subjects 
from the head office of the company at Kabul or from any branch of the National 
Bank up to the 21st May, 1938. 

Each share has a face value of 1,000 Afghani rupees. 

13. Qaraquli Export Company. 

The Islah of the 28th March contained a notice issued by the Afghan 
National Bank to the effect that the Qaraquli Export Company is offering shares 
for sale to the public up to a total value of 70 million Afghani rupees. Each 
share has a face value of 5,000 Afghani rupees. 

Afghan subjects desirous of purchasing the shares are required to deposit 
25 per cent, of the value of each share purchased in the company’s current account 
with the National Bank by the 5th May, 1938. The balance due on each share 
purchased to be credited into the National Bank by the 23rd July, 1938. 


Finance. 

14. The A fghan National Bank. 

The Islah of the 24th March published a notice issued by the National Bank 
to the effect that the authorised capital of the bank is to be increased from 
35 million rupees to 60 million rupees Afghani. 

The new shares will be on sale up to the 19th April, 1938. after which no 
further issue of the shares will be made. It was also announced that the final 
dividend for the year 1315 (1936-37) and the dividend to be declared for the 
year 1316 (1937-38) would be added to the value of the shares and a certificate to 
this effect issued to shareholders. 

15. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 12, paragraph 11. (a) The unofficial rate of 

exchange in Kabul on the 1st April was 400 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees. (A) 

( b ) There is general anxiety amongst traders in Kabul regarding the 
continued failure of the National Bank to provide them with foreign 
currency. (B) 

(c) At a recent Cabinet meeting, Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) is stated to have 
made an appeal for the co-operation of the Cabinet in rescuing the country from 
Ihe existing economic depression. (B) 

This appeal is said to have left some members of the Cabinet rather cold, as 
they consider that, as a result of the lavish entertainment given to Abdul Majid 
in Europe, he now has an exaggerated idea of his importance, and has lost his 
former caution and tact. 

(i d) The Islah of the 30th March contained a notice stating that the Afghan 
National Bank is now prepared to sell Indian currency to bona fide traders 
against goods to be imported from abroad during the period the 30th March to 
the 22nd June, 1938. 

Traders are to submit their applications for Indian currency to the National 
Bank, giving details of the quality, quantity and price of the goods they wish to 
import. 

The sale of Indian currency by the bank will for the present be limited to 
the actual value of goods it is intended to import into the country. 


The Southern Province. 

17. The Governor of Ur gun. 

F.M. Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 244), the Governor of Urgun, has 
arrived at Kabul. He has had lengthy interviews with the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence. 
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He is stated to have been given 40,000 Afghani rupees for building projects, 
and instructions as to the policy to be adopted in regard to the Sulaiman Khel 
Ghilzais. These latter are said to include orders for a slight relaxation of the 
methods adopted in recent years for the collection of customs duties from nomad 
tribes. (B) 


The Army. 

19. Arrival of Machine Guns in Kabul. 

Three hundred Brno machine guns, model Z.B. 30, purchased by the Afghan 
Government from Czechoslovakia, are reported to have arrived in Kabul. They 
have been stored in the Arcp and so far no issues have been made to units. The 
Ministry of Defence are said to be making out a list of the names of the various 
parts of the gun in Persian and Pushtu. (B) 

20. Purchases of, and Payments for, Artillery. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 34 of 1937, paragraph 19. Mr. L. M. Moghadam, 
Messrs. Skoda’s representative at Kabul, stated (A) recently that the Afghan 
Government had now completed the payments for the ten batteries of mountain 
artillery purchased from his firm. 

(b) He further stated that the Afghan Government had placed orders with 
his firm for the supply of eight further batteries of artillery, which were mostly 
field howitzers. 

Payments for this artillery are to be made in accordance with the details 
given in paragraph 10 of this summary. 

21. Purchases of War Material from Germany. 

(а) Mr. L. M. Moghadam, Messrs. Skoda’s representative at Kabul, stated (A) 
that he had been interested in the purchase by the Afghan Government of war 
material in Germany, and had collected, while in Europe, certain information 
which he had checked up after his return to Kabul. 

So far as he was aware these purchases consisted of :— 

(а) Eight batteries of 75-mm. mountain guns. 

(б) Two batteries of anti-aircraft guns. 

(c) Two batteries of anti-tank guns. 

(d) Six batteries of 81-min. mortars (six guns per battery). 

Details regarding payments are given in paragraph 11 of this summary. 

He considered that K.M. Arif Khan, the Afghan military representative for 
the purchase of munitions of war in Europe, was an honest man holding 
independent views, who had not been affected by German propaganda. 

(б) K.M. Arif Khan is believed to be a military officer who was sent to Turkey 
for training some years ago, and it is stated that on his return to Kabul he will 
be appointed Director of Military Training in the Ministry of Defence. (B) 


The Am Force. 

27. Italian Aircraft. 

One Romeo R.O. 37 aircraft made a forced landing near the Military Club, 
Kabul, on the 26th March. 

The pilot, Signor Paoletti, and a mechanic were slightly injured. The 
accident is stated to have been due to engine trouble. Considerable damage was 
done to the wings and body of the aircraft, which at the time of the accident had 
not been handed over to the Afghan Air Force. 


Foreign ‘Missions. 

29. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 12, paragraph 28. Mr. M. Kitada left Kabul for 
India on the 25th March. Mr. T. Kuwabara is to act as Charg6 d’Affaires 
pending the arrival of Mr. W. Moriya, the newly appointed Japanese Minister 
at Kabul. (B) 
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31. Russian Embassy. 

Reference Summary No. 10, paragraph 16. (a) M. Constantin Mikhailoff 
presented his letters of credence to King Zahir Shah on the 23rd March. (A) 

(b) The Islah of the 26th March published the text of the speeches made by 
M. Mikhailoff and King Zahir Shah on the above occasion. Both speeches 
expressed a desire for the maintenance and strengthening of the friendly relations 
existing between the two countries. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul , April 2, 1938. 


[N 2304/16/97] No. 46. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received May 9.) 
(No. 43. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabid, April 13, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for you Lordship’s information, a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 14,(') dated 
the 9th April, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 46. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 14 for the Week ending April 8, 1938 

Kabul. 

3. German A ir Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 12, paragraph 3.—The German Minister at Kabul 
stated (A) recently that a Junker Lufthansa aircraft which was to make the sixth 
experimental flight from Berlin to Kabul would arrive in Kabul about the 
16th April. He understood that arrangements for a regular service between 
Berlin and Tehran had now been completed, and he expected to obtain some 
definite information in the near future regarding the extension of this service 
to Kabul. 

4. Seizure of Commercial Documents. 

At 8 p.m. on the 5th April the commandant of the Kabul police is stated to 
have arrested a Jew named Amin and seized all his private documents, which 
were then taken to the Prime Minister’s office. Amin is a broker who deals in 
Persian lambskins on behalf of the Ashami Company. 

On the same evening the houses of Shamun, an agent of Messrs. Yadgaroff, 
Ishaq Razaoff, an agent of Messrs. Aminoff, and Zakai, an agent of 
Messrs. Nurullah Ali Shahoff, were searched and their documents and accounts 
taken to the Prime Minister’s office. (B) 

The reason for this action is believed to be that the Afghan Government 
have received reports to the effect that Amin has been accepting bribes from the 
producers of Persian lambskins, and from Jewish firms in addition to his normal 
sales commission, or that Dost Muhammad Khan, the vice-president of the 
National Bank, has been accepting bribes from buyers and sellers of Persian 
lambskins during the absence of Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) in Europe. It is 
thought in some circles in Kabul that Abdul Majid may have instigated this 
search and seizure of documents. 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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5. Japanese Activities. 

(a) Two Japanese, both of whom have been converted to Islam, are stated to 
have arrived in Kabul from Iran. (B) 

(b) The Japanese Government are said to have invited the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment to send a few representatives to Japan in order to take part in the opening 
ceremony of a mosque. It is also stated that a mullah from Afghanistan will be 
sent to Japan for the purpose of imparting religious instruction in this 
mosque. (B) 

6. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 13, paragraph 9. (a) The Afghan Minister for 

Foreign Affairs stated (A) on the 3rd April that his Government had no intention 
of imposing harsh terms on the rebel sections of Ghilzais, but that they must 
recover looted property and obtain some guarantee of peace for the future. The 
Government’s proposed terms for a settlement included— 

(i) The surrender of all rifles and ammunition captured last year by the 
rebels. 

(ii) That each of the seventy-one hostile leaders should provide a brother or 

son as a hostage in Kabul. If the hostages given were children they 
would be sent to school. The period of detention of the hostages would 
depend on the conduct of the tribe. 

(iii) When the terms in (a) and (&) above had been complied with, the tribe 

would be at liberty to return peacefully to Katawaz. (B) 

(6) As a result of reports received by the Afghan Government from the 
Governor of the Southern Province and F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 5), the 
Governor of Ghazni, regarding the Ghilzai situation, some troops have been 
moved from Ghazni to Katawaz, and two infantry brigades have been despatched 
from Kabul to TTrgun or Katawaz during the week. 

Orders have also been issued to the commandant of the air force to fit a 
certain number of the Hawker Hind aircraft recently purchased by the Afghan 
Government with bombing and machine-gun equipment. 

Finance. 

7. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 13, paragraph 15 (a), (a) The “black” rate of 

exchange in Kabul on the 7th April was 380 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees. Few, if any, transactions, however, are being carried out, as traders 
anticipate that their requirements will shortly be met by the National Bank at the 
rate of 350 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

(b) Reference Summary No. 13, paragraph 15 (d). The National Bank has 
not yet issued any Indian currency to traders. (B) 

( c ) Mr. Arshacony, representative of General Motors (Limited), stated (A) 
during the week that the Afghan Government had recently paid an instalment of 
60,000 Indian rupees to his firm on account of motor vehicles purchased by them. 

Oil. 

8. Inland Exploration Company. 

(a) Mr. H. C. Rea, a geologist employed by the above company, stated (A) on 
the 5th April that he was leaving Kabul for Matun on the 6th April with a view 
to prospecting for oil in Khost. He intended to stay in Khost for two or 
three weeks. 

(b) Mr. Rea further stated that he had found very favourable oil seepages 
near Sar-i-Pul and Khanabad in Northern Afghanistan, but that until test wells 
had been sunk it was impossible to say whether oil in commercial quantities 
would be found. All the indications, however, were favourable. He anticipated 
that it would be four or five years before his company would know definitely 
whether payable quantities of oil existed in Afghanistan. 

(c) Mr. Rea also said that his company had considered the possibility of 
carrying out an air survey of portions of Afghanistan, but found that this would 
cost more than £50,000. The proposal had been shelved. 
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Foreign Relations. 

12. Russian and Afghan Consulates. 

The Islak of the 31st March contained an announcement to the effect that, 
as a result of an agreement reached between the Afghan and Soviet Governments, 
the Soviet consulates at Herat, Maimana and Mazar-i-Sharif and the Afghan 
consulates at Tashkent and Merv were closed down on the 1st April, 1938. 

The Air Force. 

20. Training of Afghan Air Force Personnel in India. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 19. (a) The Afghan Government are 
despatching twenty-nine students to India on the 12th April for training in 
aviation by the Royal Air Force. Of these students, eight are to be trained as 
pilots, eight as observers, eight as aero-engine mechanics, two as litters, one as a 
machine-gun armourer, one as a wireless operator mechanic and one as an 
electrician. (A) 

One more student in addition to the above party is to be despatched to India 
for training in meteorology and aerology in the near future. The period of 
training for these students is one year. 

(b) The Afghan Government are stated to have given each student 
proceeding to India for training in aviation an outfit allowance of 500 Afghani 
rupees. (B) 

21. Proposed Despatch of Air Force Personnel to Italy. 

Reference Summary No. 12, paragraph 21. According to one report, the 
Afghan Government are stated to have decided to cancel the despatch of sixteen 
students to Italy for training in aviation. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, April 9, 1938. 


[N 2409/16/97] No. 47. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received May 16.) 
(No. 45. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, April IQ, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 15,(‘) dated 
the 16th April, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 47. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 15 for the Week ending April 15, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service: Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 3. The Afghan Prime Minister 
stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister on the 12th April that, though he had had 
no official information regarding the grant of transit facilities by the Iranian 
Covernment for a German air service between Berlin and Kabul, the German 

(') Extracts only printed, 
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Minister at Kabul had informed him that facilities had been given, and a repre¬ 
sentative of the Lufthansa Company would shortly arrive in Kabul to discuss with 
the Afghan Government an extension of the service to Kabul. As a result of the 
conclusion of the Saadabad Pact, the attitude of the Afghan Government towards 
the proposed service had changed, and if it was found that Iraq and Iran had 
agreed to give transit facilities it would be difficult for the Afghan Government 
to refuse the request for a prolongation of the service to Kabul. 

5. The Pushtu Language. 

The Literary Society of Kabul is stated to have been given the task of super¬ 
vising instruction in the Pushtu language in Kabul. Formerly Saleh Muhammad 
Khan, Kandahari, was responsible for the supervision of instruction in 
Pushtu. (B) 

6. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 6. (a) The hostile sections of nomad 
Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais are stated to have carried out some raids in the Southern 
Province and Katawaz. (B) 

(b) Detachments of troops, military stores and aircraft spares have been sent 
from Kabul to Ghazni during the week. (B) 

It is believed that the Afghan Government intend to send four Hawker Hind 
aircraft to Ghazni and to retain the remaining four in Kabul. 

( c ) Agents of the hostile sections of Ghilzais are reported to have been touring 
in the Eastern Province, with a view to enlisting the support of the tribes in the 
event of further disturbances in Katawaz. 

The Ghilzais are stated to be fully aware of the importance of securing the 
support of these tribes and hope that their support would consist of attempts to 
close the Peshawar-Kabul road, with a view to cutting off supplies of petrol and 
other necessities. (B) 

They are also stated to aim at increasing the enmity between the Saiyids of 
Pashat and Islampur, their object in this being to turn the more influential 
Islampur Saiyids against the Afghan Government by propaganda to the effect 
that the latter have been granting lucrative appointments to the Pashat Saiyids. 

(d) There have been rumours in Kabul during the week to the effect that the 
hostile sections of Ghilzais have secured promises of support from the Wazirs, 
Mangals and other tribes of the Southern Province should hostilities break out 
again in Katawaz, and that these promises have had the result of stiffening the 
resistance of the Ghilzais to the efforts made by the Afghan Government to effect 
a settlement. (C) 

Finance. 

7. The A fghan National Bank. 

The Islah of the 5th April announced that the National Bank has opened a 
section which is to deal with the shares of the bank and other public companies. 

It was also stated that the National Bank and other public companies will at 
the close of each year consult owners of shares and announce whether the whole 
dividend declared is to be paid in cash, or what proportion of the dividend is to 
be paid in cash and what proportion is to be added to the value of the shares in 
the shape of dividend certificates. 

Trade. 

8. A fghan-Japanese Trade. 

The Islah of the 5th April stated that negotiations have begun between 
Afghan and Japanese trade representatives, with a view to balancing exports and 
imports between the two countries. 

Foreign Affairs. 

12. Treaties of Friendship. 

Reference Summary No. 8, paragraph 4. It is now understood that the Treaty 
of Friendship between Afghanistan and Brazil was originally signed at Angora 
on the 20th February, 1933, and copies of the treaty were exchanged by repre¬ 
sentatives of the two countries in Paris on the 23rd December, 1937. (B) 
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The Treaty of Friendship between Afghanistan and Liberia was signed at 
Paris on the 16th May, 1928, and copies of the treaty were exchanged by repre¬ 
sentatives of the two Governments at Paris on the 7th November, 1937. 

13. Reported, Arrest of Afghans in Russia. 

It is stated that the Soviet Government have ordered the arrest of some 
Afghans residing in Russia, and the confiscation of their property. (B) 

Muhammad Rahim Khan, a son of Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 648), is 
said to be one of the Afghans arrested. 

The Air Force. 

19. Hawker Hind A ircraft. 

(a) Mr. Russell Stracey carried out a short test flight of the eighth Hawker 
Hind aircraft on the 13th April. (A) 

All the Hawker Hind aircraft have now been flown in Kabul. (Summary 
No. 12, paragraph 22.) 

(b) Four Afghan pilots have now flown solo in the Hawker Hind aircraft. (A) 

20. Training of Afghan Air Force Personnel in India. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 20. The twenty-nine students left 
Kabul for India via Torkham on the 12th April. (A) 

Individuals. 

24. British. 

Colonel Sir Arthur Olver, C.B., C.M.G., F.R.C.V.S., an expert in animal 
husbandry employed by the Government of India, arrived in Kabul on the 
14th April. 

He is to study animal husbandry in Afghanistan and advise the Afghan 
Government on this subject. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, April 16, 1938. 


[N 2516/16/97] No. 48. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received May 23.) 
(No. 48. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, April 25, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 16,(') dated 
the 23rd April, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

1 have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 48. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 16 for the Week ending April 22, 1938. 

Kabul. 


3. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 15, paragraph 3. (a) A Junker Lufthansa 

monoplane arrived in Kabul at 1700 hours on the 16th April, and left Kabul for 
Berlin at 0530 hours on the 19th April. The aircraft is reported to have arrived 
in Berlin on the evening of the 20th April. (A) 


( l ) Extract* only printed. 
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(b) It is reported that the wireless installation erected by the Lufthansa 
Company on the Sherpur Aerodrome in the summer of 1937 for the purpose of 
co mm unicating with their aircraft during the search for the missing Lufthansa 
monoplane in Sinkiang is still in operation. (B) 

(c) A storage tank and pump are stated to have been installed on the Sherpur 
Aerodrome for supplying fuel to Lufthansa aircraft. (B) 

(d) The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) to His Majesty’s 
Minister on the 20th April that the Afghan Government were considering the 
advisability of following the example of the Iranian Government, who have given 
permission for a weekly Lufthansa service on condition that separate applications 
are made for each flight. 

The Soviet Ambassador at Kabul had recently made a direct request to him 
that the Afghan Government should refuse to permit an extension of the German 
civil air service to Kabul. The Foreign Minister stated that he had refused to 
comply with this request. 

(e) A further Lufthansa aircraft is expected to arrive in Kabul from Berlin 
on the 24th April, and it is stated that representatives of the Lufthansa Company 
will be passengers on this aircraft. (B) 

5. Dost Muhammad Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 4. As a result of the examination 
of the commercial documents seized by the police, Dost Muhammad Khan, 
vice-president of the National Bank, has been dismissed for accepting bribes in 
connexion with the sale of Persian lambskins. A few other persons are stated to 
have been arrested for similar reasons. (B) 

6. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 15, paragraph 6. (a) F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan 

(W.W. 5), G.O.C. and Governor of Ghazni, is stated to have arrived in Kabul 
and to have impressed on the Afghan Government the necessity for strengthening 
their military forces in Katawaz. The Afghan Government are said to be 
carrying out his proposals. (B) 

(b) The Afghan Government are considering the despatch of the Hazrat. of 
Shor Bazar (W.W. 347) to Katawaz with a view to effecting a settlement between 
them and the hostile sections of the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais. (B) 

(c) There are rumours in Kabul to the effect that a son of Inayatullah Khan 
(W.W. 366) has joined the hostile sections of Ghilzais and that S. Muhammad 
Umar Khan is in close touch with them. (C) 

(d) According to a report from Waziristan, the Faqir of Ipi intends to send 
a party of Wazir leaders to Kabul to arrange a settlement between the Afghan 
Government and the Ghilzais. (C) 

(e) Reference Summary No. 15, paragraph 15. In the letters sent to Kabul 
by the Faqir of Ipi, he is stated to have suggested to the Afghan Government 
that they should settle their differences with the Ghilzais as early as possible, as 
otherwise the general tribal situation might become serious. He is also said to 
have alleged that the agents of certain foreign Governments are doing their best 
to increase the general unrest. (B) 

Finance. 

7. The Afghan National Bank. 

Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) is reported to have presided at a meeting of the 
shareholders of the bank on the 17th April and made a speech in which he 
stressed the importance of the National Bank in developing the resources of the 
country. (B) . 

His remarks are stated to have made a favourable impression on those 
present at the meeting, and resulted in many of the existing shareholders 
subscribing for further shares. 


Minerals. 

8. Coal. 

The Afghan Government have requested the Government of India to assist 
them to engage a geologist, two engineers and an expert in boring, with a view to 
surveying and developing their coal resources. (A) 

These experts to be engaged on a two-year contract. 
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Foreign Affairs. 

11. The Saadabad Pact. 

It is understood that the Saadabad Pact of Non-Aggression was ratified by 
the Afghan Government on the 23rd November, 1937. Copies of the pact, 
however, have not been exchanged between the various Governments concerned 
(Summary No. 30 of 1937, paragraph 7). (A) 

12. Reported Arrest of Afghans in Russia. 

Reference Summary No. 15, paragraph 13. Other Afghans stated to have 
been arrested in Russia are G.M. Nadir Ahmad Khan and G.M. Nadar Shah 
Khan. (B) 

13. A fghan Relations with the Soviet Government. 

(a) The I slab of the 17th April published an article denying the truth of a 
statement published by the Russian newspaper Pravda and the Tass Agency to 
the effect that a member of the Afghan Embassy at Moscow had been inciting 
Russia to open hostilities against Japan. 

The Afghan Government had sent a protest to the Soviet Government 
regarding this allegation, but had failed to obtain a satisfactory answer. The 
Afghan Ambassador at Moscow and members of his staff had asked for their 
recall and replacement. 

The article then went on to say that Afghanistan has no interest in a Russo- 
Japanese war, as the Afghan Government’s main object was the preservation of 
world peace. 

(b) On the 20th April the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) 
that the Afghan Government were not seriously perturbed by the incident in (a) 
above, but that they would probably gradually effect the relief of their Embassy 
staff at Moscow. 

The Air Force. 

19. Administration. 

The commandant of the air force is said to have recently taken certain 
administrative matters direct to King Zahir Shah for decision. This action is 
stated to have annoyed the Minister of Defence, who then issued orders that the 
commandant must in future make his reports through the Chief of the General 
Staff at the Ministry of Defence. (B) 

20. Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

{a) The eight Hawker Hind aircraft are now reported to have been handed 
over to the Afghan air force (Summary No. 15, paragraph 19). (B) 

( b) Four of these aircraft are now being flown by Afghan pilots, who are 
practising formation flying for the independence celebrations which take place at 
the end of May. (B) 

21. Italian Aircraft. 

The Italian aircraft sold to the Afghan Government are reported to be 
unpopular with the personnel of the Afghan air force. This is probably due to 
the accident reported in Summary No. 13, paragraph 27, and to frequent engine 
trouble. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, April 23, 1938. 


[N 2632/16/97] No. 49. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscotint Halifax.—{Received May 30.) 
(No. 52. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, May 4, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 17, dated 
the 30th April, 1938.( l ) 
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2. Paragraph 7.—I have not yet met Mr. Joffo, but presume that he is 
identical with the Joffo who was here in 1930-31 {vide paragraph 26 of the annual 
report for 1931). There was some semi-official correspondence with your Depart¬ 
ment about him at the time, and he was, so far as I remember, looked on as a 
rather shady character. The only reference I have had to railway construction 
by the Inland Exploration Company was an unofficial enquiry by the local repre¬ 
sentative, Mr. Rex Vivian, as to how the Government of India would view a 
proposal by the company to prolong the Khyber railway down to Dakka in order 
to facilitate the import of machinery. I told Mr. Vivian at the time that I did 
not consider it possible for the company to make a direct approach to the 
Government of India in a matter of this sort and that any such negotiations 
would have to be carried on between the two Governments. The Government of 
India approved a reply on these lines should Mr. Vivian revert to the subject. 
He has not yet done so. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 49. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from the Intelligence Summary No. 17 for the Week ending 

April 29, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 16, paragraph 3 {e). (a) A Junker Lufthansa 

monoplane arrived in Kabul at 1215 hours on the 24th April. Certain repre¬ 
sentatives of the Lufthansa Company, who are to conduct negotiations with the 
Afghan Government regarding an extension of the service to Kabul, are stated to 
have arrived by this aircraft. (B) 

The monoplane is reported to have left Kabul for Berlin at 0500 hours on 
the 26th April, but owing to engine trouble returned to Kabul two hours later and 
is still here. 

(&) Another Lufthansa aircraft is expected to arrive in Kabul in a few days’ 
time. (B) 

(c) It is understood that when this service begins the single fare for the 
journey Kabul to Berlin will be 1,300 reichsmarks. (B) 

5. Russo-Afghan Anti-Locust Conference. 

The I slab of the 23rd April announced that Soviet Government delegates for 
an anti-locust conference arrived in Kabul on the 19th April. The delegates are 
being entertained as the guests of the Afghan Government during their stay in 
Kabul. A preliminary conference between the Afghan and Russian repre¬ 
sentatives took place on the 21st April. 

7. Railway Construction. 

Mr. D. P. Joffo, who arrived in Kabul recently, is stated to be interested in 
a railway construction proposal put forward by the Inland Exploration Company. 
He is said to be a friend of Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), and to have had interviews 
with the Minister of Defence, the Minister for Foreign Affairs and the Minister 
of Commerce (Summary No. 16, paragraph 23). (B) 

8. Reported Japanese Representation. 

The Japanese Charge d’Affaires in Kabul is said to have made a representa¬ 
tion to the Afghan Ministry for Foreign Affairs recently, and requested that a 
dementi regarding certain news published in the Islah newspaper be issued. (B) 
It is understood that the items referred to concern information published by 
Reuters News Agency to the effect that the Chinese had defeated certain Japanese 








119 


forces in China, and that the Japanese had asked the British Government to assist 
them to arrange a settlement with the Chinese. 

The Ministry for Foreign Affairs are said to have refused to comply with the 
Japanese request. 

9. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 16, paragraph 6. (a) F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan 

(W.W. 5) has left Kabul for Ghazni. (B) 

(b) Nomad sections of the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais are now arriving via the 
Gomal route, and it is stated that instructions have been issued to local civil and 
military officials to the effect that they must be tactful and accommodating in their 
dealings with them, also that, should the Sulaiman Khel be inclined to be 
troublesome, they must act purely on the defensive. (B) 

(c) The Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) and the Hazrat of Shor Bazar 
(W.W. 347) are being closely watched by the Afghan Government, as it is believed 
that they are in touch with the hostile sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais. (B) 


Trade. 


11. Sugar Manufacturing Company. 

The Islah of the 20th April announced that the Sugar Manufacturing 
Company opened its head office in Kabul on the 12th April. Haji Abdul Khaliq 
Khan, a director of the National Bank, has been appointed managing director of 
the company (Summary No. 13, paragraph 12). 


The Southern Province. 

13. The Faqir of Ipi. 

It is reported that the Faqir of Ipi intended to join the Sulaiman Khel 
Ghilzais in the Gomal area, but later changed his mind and will now probably 
move into Tani country on or near the Durand Line. He is stated to have been 
visited by numerous tribesmen from the Southern Province, including Tanis, 
Gurbaz, Khostwals and Zadrans. He is said to be secretly hostile to the Afghan 
Government, while openly expressing his friendly feelings towards them. (B) 

14. The Governor and the Situation in Khost. 

F.M. Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138) has been ordered to pay a visit to 
the Zadrans with a view to rendering a report to the Afghan Government on the 
general situation in the area. 

The Afghan Government intend, if it proves possible, to increase their 
military garrisons in Khost, as it is generally believed that the Faqir of Ipi will 
move there directly he considers the local atmosphere favourable to him. (B) 


The Air Force. 

17. Hawker-Hind Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 16, paragraph 20 ( b ). Four Hind aircraft flown by 
Afghan pilots visited Ghazni on the 23rd April and Katawaz on the 25th and 
27th April. The aircraft did not land at Ghazni. On the 27th April the four 
aircraft are stated to have proceeded as far as Wazi Kwa. (B) 

18. Italian Aircraft. 

(a) One Breda training aircraft made a forced landing in Kabul on the 
23rd April. Herr Hempel and an Afghan pilot who was under instruction 
sustained slight injuries. The aircraft is stated to be repairable, if welding 
apparatus is made available in Kabul. (A) 

(b) One Romeo aircraft was badly damaged as a result of an error in 
judgment when landing on the Sherpur Aerodrome on the 24th April. (A) 

(c) The above accidents have tended to increase the unpopularity of the 
Italian aircraft (Summary No. 16, paragraph 21). 

[18888] i 4 
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It is understood that the Romeo aircraft are being flown with half-filled 
petrol tanks, as they have difficulty in taking off with a full load of petrol on the 
Sherpur Aerodrome. (B) 

\d) Officers of the air force are also stated to be criticising the commandant, 
F.M. Muhammad Ihsan Khan, for his share in the purchase of Italian aircraft, 
as well as for his lack of tact and partiality towards certain officers. (B) 

His acceptance of the gift of a Fiat motor car from Italy is also criticised. 


Kabul, April 30, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 2768/16/97] No. 50. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(.Received June 7.) 
(No. 56. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, May 11, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 18,(') 
dated the 7th May, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 50. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 18 for the Week ending May 6, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 3. A Junker Lufthansa monoplane 
arrived in Kabul at 1240 hours on the 1st May from Berlin and left Kabul at 
0530 hours on the 3rd May. (B) 

It is understood that this aircraft brought a spare engine for the monoplane 
which was reported to have had engine trouble and was unable to leave Kabul on 
the 26th April. 

4. Statement by a Japanese Trade Representative. 

It is reported that a representative of a Japanese trading concern recently 
invited certain Afghan officials, including Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), to a lunch 
or dinner at the Kabul Hotel, and, in the course of a speech he made, stated that 
he hoped Japan would soon be a neighbour of Afghanistan on the Wakhan 

frontier. (B) , , 4 „. 

The Japanese Charg6 d Affaires at Kabul is said to have been called to the 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and asked to restrain his trading representatives 
from making political speeches, as it was only the innate politeness of the Afghan 
which prevented those present from leaving the table on the previous day. 

5. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 9. (a) The Minister of Defence is 
reported to have sent some representatives of the Ya Khel section of the Sulaiman 
Khel Ghilzais to the hostile sections of the Sulaiman Khel with a view to 
securing the latter’s submission to the Afghan Government. 


(’) Extracts only printed. 





These representatives were told that the Afghan Government only required 
the surrender of Government rides from the hostile sections, as they had 
abandoned their previous demands for hostages. (B) 

The Ya Khel representatives are said to have been given full authority to 
effect a settlement. 

(b) Troops in Katawaz are stated to have seized a dock of sheep belonging 
to a nomad section of the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, on which the latter attacked 
the troops, killed a few of them and secured the release of the sheep. (B) 

Further small detachments of troops from Kabul are reported to have been 
despatched to Katawaz during the week. 

(c) Under arrangements made by the Government of India, twenty-three 
representatives of the hostile sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais are to arrive 
at Torkham on the 8th May. The Afghan Government have agreed to send an 
official to meet them and conduct them to Kabul, where negotiations for a 
settlement will take place. (A) 

Finance. 

6. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 7. (a) The unofficial rate of 

exchange in Kabul is now 420 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

(b) The continued shortage of foreign exchange in the Afghan National 
Bank is causing serious difficulties for traders in Kabul. 

Customs receipts are stated to be falling rapidly, as imports have dropped 
considerably during the last few weeks. (B) 

Trade. 

7. Trading Companies. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 12. It is stated that the company 
formed to deal in food products is to be wound up. (B) 

( b) There are rumours in Kabul that the Afghan Government intend to 
cancel the monopoly granted to the Kabul Fruit Company. (Summary No. 9, 
paragraph 12.) (C) 

The Southern Province. 

8. The Faqir of I pi. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 13. The Faqir of Ipi is reported to 
be advising the tribes of the Southern Province to remain loyal to their Govern 
ment, but his trusted followers and agents are said to be carrying out 
anti-Government propaganda amongst these tribes. (B) 

The Faqir is also stated to be moving about near the Durand Line, both in 
Waziristan and in Tani and Zadran territory. 

9. Pak. 

It is stated that Pak (W.W. 104) is in touch with the Faqir of Ipi. (B) 

10. Suspected Pro-Amanullah Agent. 

A young man dressed in European style is stated to have been travelling in 
Wazaristan and Zadran territory recently, and to have been trying to enrol men 
for service on pay of 25 Afghani rupees per month. (B) 

He is believed to be an agent of ex-King Amanullah and to have visited the 
Faqir of Ipi. 

The Faqir, however, is said to have discouraged his attempts to enlist 
support. The young man is now reported to have disappeared. 

The Army. 

14. Purchase of Equipment. 

The Afghan Government have asked for transit facilities through India for 
a machine for filling small-arms ammunition into machine-gun belts or strips 
which they have purchased from Messrs. Skoda. (A) 
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The Air Force. 

17. Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 17. (a) Owing to a desire to reduce 
the expenditure of petrol, the commandant of the air force has issued orders that 
solo flights by Afghan pilots will be limited to three hours per week and dual 
instruction limited to two hours per week in future. (A) 

For similar reasons, flights to Ghazni and Katawaz have been stopped for 
the present. 

(b) Seven Afghan pilots have now carried out solo flights on these 
aircraft. (A) 

18. Italian Aircraft 

{a) Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 18. Another Romeo aircraft 
made a faulty landing on the 5th May. One wing was seriously damaged and 
requires replacement. (A) 

(b) The Italian Minister at Kabul stated (A) to the military attache during 
the week that the recent accidents to Italian aircraft had, with one exception, 
been due largely to the unsuitability of the engines of these aircraft for taking oh' 
or landing at nigh altitudes. 

They had recommended to the Afghan Government the purchase of aircraft 
which had been tested and found suitable for use in Abyssinia, but the 
commandant of the Afghan Air Force had decided to purchase Romeo aircraft, 
which, while suitable for use near sea level, were not the best selection for places 
with a high altitude like Kabul. 


Individuals. 

25. German. 

(a) Herr R. Striinck, principal of the German School at Kabul, is stated 
to have been dismissed by the Ministry of Education and to be leaving 
Afghanistan for Germany shortly. The cause of his dismissal is said to be due 
to his refusal to apologise for having struck a sentry posted on the motor repair 
shop of the Ashami Company. The German Minister has made representations 
to the Afghan Government regarding the case, and referred the matter to his 
Government. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul , May 7, 1938. 


[N 2896/16/97] No. 51. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tyt.ler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received June 13.) 
(No. 58. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , May 19, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 19(‘), dated 
the 14th May, 1938. 

2. Paragraph 21.—The question of arranging suitable broadcasting 
programmes is exercising the mind of the Afghan Minister of Education, who 
has turned for advice to Mr. Aslam Khattak, the Indian trade agent in Kabul. 
Mr. Khattak, who has had some experience of broadcasting in India, asked my 
permission to help in his spare time, and has shown me a draft note which he 
proposes to send to the Ministry of Education. This note contains a number of 
sensible suggestions about the arrangement of broadcasting programmes, and 
ends with the advice that an invitation should be extended to Mr. Lionel Feilden, 
who is, I understand, Director of Broadcasting in India, to visit Kabul in the 
near future and to give the Afghan Government the benefit of his experiences. 
Should such an invitation be forthcoming, I trust that it may be possible for 

(!) ExtvaotB only printed. 
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Mr. Feilden to accept it. The establishment of a, friendly connexion between the 
broadcasting centres of India and Afghanistan might be of value in the future. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 51. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 19 for the Week ending May 13, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Civil Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

(а) Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 3. The Lufthansa aircraft, which 
was unable to leave Kabul until a spare engine arrived, left for Berlin on the 
8th May. (B) 

(б) A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul from Berlin at 1700 hours on 
the 10th May. (A) 

(c) The Soviet military attach^ at Kabul stated (A) on the 9th May that 
his Government were strongly opposed to the establishment of a German civil 
air service to Kabul and the Far East, and would do everything possible to prevent 
the inauguration of such a service. They had, however, dropped their proposals 
for the establishment of a similar service between Tashkent and Kabul as a result 
of their present policy of severing contacts with foreign countries. 

3. The Kabul Cinema. 

On the 6th May a mullah from Kohistan district is stated to have rushed 
to the platform in the cinema and protested against the showing of European 
films in Kabul. 

An Afghan officer arranged for his removal from the cinema, and he was then 
arrested. (A) 

4. Passport Facilities on Afghan-Soviet Frontier. 

A member of the staff of the Soviet Embassy at Kabul stated (A) that, now 
that the Soviet consulates in Afghanistan had been closed down, small offices for 
the grant of visas to Afghan subjects wishing to visit Russia had been opened 
at certain places on the north bank of the Oxus River. 

6. Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 5. The twenty-three repre¬ 
sentatives of the hostile sections of Sulaiman Khel Gilzais entered Afghanistan 
via Torkham on the 8th May on safe-conduct passes signed by the Afghan Minister 
for Foreign Affairs (A) 

(b) The Sulaiman Khel Gilzais are stated to be angry about the enforced 
departure of Ali Haidar Shah (W.W. 171a) for Bagdad, and put down the ban 
placed on his visits to India to the influence of the Afghan Government with the 
Government of India. (B) 

(c) The Afghan Government are stated to fear that there will be a further 
outbreak of disturbances in Katawaz during the independence celebrations, and 
to be taking the fullest possible precautions to deal with them should they occur. 

Two battalions of infantry left Ghazni for Katawaz during the week 
(cf. paragraph 14 (a)). 

Finance. 

7. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 6. (a) The unofficial rate of exchange 
in Kabul on the 12th May was 425 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (A) 

(b) Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) recently stated (A) that Indian traders were 
partly to blame for the shortage of Indian currency in the Afghan National Bank, 
owing to their boycott of Afghan goods. 





(c) Traders in Kabul are reported to have been allowed small amounts of 
Indian currency by the National Bank with which to make new purchases of goods 
from abroad (B). The main object of making these advances is said to be that 
the bank authorities wish to bolster up the customs receipts, which have fallen 
rapidly during the last few weeks. 

(d) The Minister for Trade (W.W. 450) and Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) are 
said to be on poor terms and to blame each other for the existing bad financial 
situation. Both of these officials are stated to have supporters in the Cabinet, 
and it has become increasingly difficult for the Cabinet to formulate a definite 
financial policy. (B) 


Trade. 

8. Trading Companies. 

Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 7. The Afghan Cabinet are stated 
to have held a special meeting on the 4th May to discuss the cancellation of the 
monopoly granted to the Kabul Fruit Company for dealing in fruit. The 
majority of the Cabinet are said to have been in favour of winding up the 
company. Later, Russian interests are reported to have placed an order with 
the company for the purchase of 1 lakh Afghani rupees of dried fruit, with the 
result that the Cabinet rescinded its decision regarding the cancellation of the 
monopoly. (B) 

9. Persian Lambskins. 

It is reported that a number of the Persian lambskins sent to Europe for 
sale at the beginning of the year are missing or have been stolen, after their 
arrival in Europe, by Afghan employees. (B) 

The National Bank has instituted enquiries into the case. 


Oil. 

10. The Inland Exploration Company. 

It is understood that the Soviet Embassy at Kabul are surprised that the 
Inland Exploration Company has not approached them regarding the import of 
machinery for drilling, &e., in Northern Afghanistan via Russia. (B) 


The Air Force. 

16. Italian Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 18. (a) A Romeo aircraft made a 

faulty landing on the Sherpur aerodrome on the 7th May. One wing was badly 
damaged and the propeller broken. (B) 

(b) Another Romeo aircraft made a forced landing on the aerodrome at 
0900 hours on the 11th May. The pilot escaped injury. The accident was due 
to the brake seizing. The aircraft was rendered unserviceable, the body, one 
wing, and the propeller being broken. (A) 

(c) Of the Italian aircraft which have sustained damage owing to forced 
or faulty landings, it is stated that four Romeo and one Breda aircraft are 
irreparable. (B) 

17. Italian Instructors. 

(a) It is reported that M. G. Mazzini and two Italian mechanics will leave 
Kabul for Italy, via the Lufthansa air service, on or about the 30th June, when 
they have completed the assembling and handing over of Italian aircraft to the 
Afghan Government. (B) (Summary No. 12, paragraph 23.) 

(b) It is stated that the above pilot and mechanics were to have proceeded 
to Tehran to assemble forty aircraft sold to the Iranian Government, but that the 
visit to Tehran for this purpose has now been cancelled. (C) 

18. Use of Aircraft during the Independence Celebrations. 

Preparations are being made for as many as possible of the British and 
Italian aircraft recently purchased by the Afghan Government to fly past King 
Zahir Shah in formation at the annual review of the Kabul garrison to be held 
on the 27th May. (A) 
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It is understood that the aircraft to be used will consist of seven Hawker 
Hind, five Romeo and five Breda. One Hawker Hind will be piloted by a British 
instructor, one Romeo by an Italian instructor, two Bredas by an Italian and a 
German instructor, and the remainder by Afghan pilots. 


21. Civil Broadcasting Station. 

Reference Summary No. 45 of 1937. paragraph 27. The Islah of the 7th May 
stated that it was expected that the civil broadcasting station in Kabul would be 
completed about the end of this year. 

A small broadcasting set has been installed as a temporary measure, and a 
programme prepared by the Literary Society of Kabul. The programme consists 
of lessons in the Pushtu language and a news bulletin in the Persian language. 


22. Russian Broadcast for Afghanistan. 

(a) On the 13th May a Russian broadcasting station made arrangements for 
a special broadcast in the Persian language for listeners in Afghanistan. 

The programme was of about forty minutes’ duration and started at 7 p.m. 

Wave lengths used were 19.89, 23.30 and 49.35 metres. Reception on the 
19.89 wavelength was fair and on the other two poor and indistinct. The 
programme, as heard in the Legation, consisted of a talk on the development of 
the Russian Caucasian provinces and musical items. (A) 

( b ) It is stated that if the above experimental broadcast proves successful, a 
regular service for listeners in Afghanistan will be introduced on certain days in 
the week. (B) 


24. The Soviet Embassy. 

The Soviet military attache stated (A) during the week that he had tried to 
pay a visit to Gardez recently, but the Afghan Government had refused to grant 
him permission to go on the ground that the country was disturbed. He added 
somewhat sarcastically that the Afghan Government allowed American geologists 
to visit the Southern Province in spite of the disturbed situation. 


Kabul May 14, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 


LN 3055/16/97] No. 52. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received June 20.) 
(No. 63. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, May 24, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 20,(‘) 
dated the 21st May, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


(') Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 52. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 20 for the Week ending May 20, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 2. (a) The Lufthansa monoplane 

which reached Kabul on the 10th May left for Berlin at 0530 hours on the 
12th May. (A) 

(6) A Lufthansa aircraft arrived in Kabul at 1700 hours on the 14th May 
and left for Berlin at 0600 hours on the 16th May. (A) 

3. Anti-Cholera Measures. 

Owing to a few cases of cholera having occurred in Peshawar, the Afghan 
Government have issued orders to their frontier officials at Torkham that only 
travellers who are in possession of anti-cholera inoculation certificates are to be 
allowed to enter Afghanistan. Individuals who are not in possession of such 
certificates and desire to enter Afghanistan will be placed in quarantine until 
they have been inoculated, or are considered to be free from this disease. (A) 

5. Dost Muhammad Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 16, paragraph 5. M. Englanoff stated (A) on the 
16th May that Ishaq Razaoff, an agent of Messrs. Aminoff, had admitted that 
he had given bribes to Dost Muhammad Khan, the late vice-president of the 
National Bank. The documents and accounts of Messrs. Aminoff have now been 
returned to them by the police. (A) 

7. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 6. (a) A report is said to have 

reached the Afghan Government late on the evening of the 16th May that there 
were signs of an outbreak of hostilities in Katawaz. 

Orders were then issued that three Hind aircraft were to fly over Katawaz 
on the morning of the 17th May, visit Wazi Khwa, Bara Khel and the 
Ab-i-Istada area, and return to Kabul (<?/. paragraph 15 of this summary). 

(6) The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) during the week 
that the majority of the representatives of the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais who had 
arrived in Kabul from India on safe-conduct were friendly, and he did not 
consider that they would be able to assist the Afghan Government very much in 
arriving at a settlement with the hostile sections of the tribe. 


Finance. 


8. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 7. (a) The unofficial rate of exchange 
in Kabul on the 18th May was 420 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

Some traders in Kabul are reported to be prepared to pay 450 Afghani 
rupees for 100 Indian rupees. 

(b) Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) is reported to be ill and confined to his house. 
This has given rise to rumours that he is out of favour with the Prime Minister 
and his Government. (B) 


Oil. 


9. The Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 8. (a) Mr. H. C. Rea, a geologist 
employed by the company, stated (A) on the 16th May that, though Northern 
Afghanistan was the most hopeful area in which to carry out boring tests for 
oil, his company had decided to abandon further operations there for the present 
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and to concentrate on operations in Seistan and the Kandahar and Southern 
Provinces. The company’s geologists, however, were of the opinion that there 
was little hope of finding oil in large quantities in these latter areas. 

The reasons he gave for the curtailment of operations in Northern 
Afghanistan were : (a) the company’s fear of changes in the policy of the 
United States Government in regard to “ big business ( b ) political instability 
in Iran and Afghanistan; (c) the fear that, after the company had laid out a 
vast amount of capital in this remote area, the Afghan Government might follow 
Mexico’s example and annex the oil-fields. 

To justify the construction of a pipe-line to the Persian Gulf, the cost of 
which might be £10 million, the production of oil must amount to 4^ to 5 million 
barrels per annum. 

The company had never intended to install refineries in Afghanistan, but 
proposed to sell the crude oil in the best market, which might be Russia, the 
Persian Gulf or India. 

If, for example, oil was struck in the Kandahar Province, they would convey 
the crude oil by a short pipe-line to the nearest Indian railhead and, once having 
started production on a modest scale in Southern Afghanistan, might then turn 
their attention to the north. 

Mr. H. M. Kirk, another geologist employed by the company, is now 
prospecting for oil in Afghan Seistan. 

(6) Regarding his visit to Matun and Urgun in the Southern Province, 
Mr. Rea said that he had not been able to accomplish very much, as the local 
Afghan officials would not allow him to tour freely about the country. He had 
seen no favourable indications of oil seepages or deposits in the Southern 
Province. Near Matun, however, he had seen some serpentine and some copper 
quartz which came from the hills near by, but he was not allowed to visit the area 
where these had been found. 

(c) Mr. Rea further stated (A) that he has been ordered to report at the 
company’s office in New York and would be leaving Kabul for Europe on the 
18th May. He hinted that some of the geological staff are not satisfied with 
the administration of the company’s affairs in Kabul and that they have sent 
complaints to New York. 

Administrative expenses of the company in Kabul amounted to £5,000 per 
month; this sum he considered excessive, as it did not include the salaries of the 
geological staff. 


The Army. 


13. Purchase of War Material. 

M. L. M. Moghadam, Messrs. Skoda’s representative at Kabul, stated (A) 
on the 16th May that his firm are despatching a sample tank to Kabul in June. 
This tank weighs 4 tons, is equipped with one light and one heavy machine gun, 
and has a speed of 40 kilom. per hour. 


The Am Force. 


15. Hawker-Hind Aircraft. 

Three Hawker-Hind aircraft carried out a flight over disturbed areas in 
Katawaz on the 17th May. They left Kabul at 8 a.m. and returned at 11 a.m 
(Summary No. 18, paragraph 17.) (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


Kabul, May 21, 1938. 
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[N 3171/16/97] No. 53. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(.Received June 27.) 
(No. 65. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, May 31, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary(*) of the military attache to this Legation No. 21, dated 
the 28 th May, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 53. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 21 for the Week ending May 27, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 2. (a) A Lufthansa aircraft arrived 

in Kabul at 1630 hours on the 21st May, and left for Berlin at 0700 hours on the 
23rd May. (A) 

(b) The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) on the 24th May 
that the Afghan Government were now granting permission for single weekly 
llights for the Lufthansa aircraft flying between Berlin and Kabul, but that no 
permanent agreement for the establishment of this service had been signed. 

3. Independence Celebrations in Kabul. 

The annual Independence Celebrations began on the 27th May and will end 
on the 3rd June. King Zahir Shah inspected the troops of the Kabul garrison on 
the Chaman-i-Hazuri at 8-30 a.m. on the 27th May. The troops on parade then 
marched past His Majesty. Members of the Diplomatic Corps at Kabul were 
invited to attend the review. (A) 

The programme for the celebrations is similar to that of previous years. 

5. Anti-Cholera Measu,res. 

Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 3. (a) A few cases of cholera are 

reported to have occurred in the Khost and Zurmat districts of the Southern 
Province, and medical officers have been despatched from Kabul to check the 
spread of the disease. (A) 

Facilities for free anti-cholera inoculation are being given in hospitals in 
Kabul. 

(b) The I slab of the 22nd May stated that cases of cholera had occurred in 
the villages of Bangi Bagh, Tor Oba, Almara, Shamal and Lakan Kushk in the 
Khost district on the 18th May. The cases are being treated and the affected 
villages segregated. 

6. Medical Faculty. 

The Islah of the 21st May announced the appointment of Dr. Rifki Kemal 
Bey as director of the Medical Faculty, Kabul. 

7. S. Muhammad Umar Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 13, paragraph 8. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister during the week that the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment did not know where S. Muhammad Umar Khan was residing at present, 
but were making further enquiries. 

P) Extracts only printed. 
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8. A bdul Aziz Khan and Pro-A manullah Propaganda. 

Reference Summary No. 1, paragraph 17. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
stated (A) on the 25th May that the pro-Amanullah party had shown a great 
deal of interest in the Ghilzai disturbances which broke out in July 1937, and 
that Adib Effendi (W.W. 137) had sent Abdul Aziz Khan to Afghanistan to 
obtain information. Abdul Aziz, after his arrest, had stated that he would be 
followed by another agent. The Minister said he thought the Shami Pir was this 
second agent. 

The Shami Pir he described as a cunning and dangerous man. who, on 
account of his connexion with the Naqibs of Bagdad, had much influence with 
frontier tribes and particularly with the Ghilzais. 

The Shami Pir is now believed to be in Waziristan. 

9. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 7. The Afghan Minister for Foreign 
Affairs stated (A) on the 24th May that the position regarding the hostile sections 
of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, in Katawaz, was improving, and that, though Yaro 
and Shashai had not come in, certain hostile sections of the Sultan Khel were 
negotiating for a settlement with the Afghan Government. 

On the 25th May the Afghan Prime Minister confirmed this statement. 


Finance. 


10. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 20. paragraph 8. (a) The unofficial rate of exchange 
in Kabul has varied between 420-430 rupees Afghani per 100 rupees Indian 
during the week. (B) 

( b) Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) is being criticised by the general public for his 
alleged mismanagement of the affairs of the National Bank, and he is now said 
to be unpopular with members of the Afghan Cabinet. (B) 


Trade. 

11. Trading Companies. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 8. (a) The Minister for Foreign 

Affairs stated (A) during the week that the boycott of Afghan fruit in India 
continues, but the position for Afghan traders in fruit was now easier, as Soviet 
trading concerns were taking advantage of the deadlock with India and had given 
a further large order for fruit, in addition to the previous order for 1 lakh rupees 
Afghani’s worth of dried fruit. 

(b) The Islah of the 22nd May published a notice announcing the separation 
of the Motor Sales Branch of the Ashami Company from the parent company. 

A new company, to be known as the Motor Monopoly Company, has been 
formed. The authorised capital of the new company is 5 million rupees Afghani, 
the face value of each share being 1,000 rupees Afghani. The shares are for sale 
and may be purchased by Afghan subjects. 


Minerals. 

12. Coal. 

Reference Summary No. 16, paragraph 8. The Prime Minister stated (A) on 
the 25th May that the Afghan Government were still anxious to obtain supplies 
of coal for Kabul. He had estimated that sufficient coal for 10,000 houses in 
Kabul in winter could be conveyed to Kabul from one of the coal-bearing areas 
north of the Hindu Kush, provided that 100 lorries were utilised throughout the 
year. 

For this reason he wished to obtain the services of a geologist and a boring 
expert to prove a suitable mine for exploitation. 

He further stated that, if the coal was available in Kabul at a cost of 
60 rupees Afghani per khanvar (1,280 lb.), the proposition would be profitable. 

[18888] k 
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The Southern Province. 

13. The Zadrans and the Faqir of Ipi. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 14. On the 25th May the Afghan 
Prime Minister stated (A) that four Zadran leaders who had paid visits to the 
Faqir of Ipi had been arrested and were in prison at Gardez. 

The Air Force. 

23. Italian Aircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 16. (a) Another Romeo aircraft 

made a faulty landing on the Sherpur aerodrome on the 23rd May, resulting in a 
broken propeller and damage to one wing. The accident is said to be due to the 
brake of the aircraft seizing. King Zahir Shah is said to have expressed his 
displeasure at the frequent accidents to Italian aircraft to the commandant of 
the air force. (B) 

(b) The commandant of the Afghan air force is reported to have approached 
the British instructors supplied by Messrs. Hawker’s with a view to their effecting 
repairs to Italian aircraft which have been damaged on account of faulty 
landings. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul , May 28, 1938. 


[N 3288/16/97] No. 54. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifaoc.—(.Received July 4.) 
(No. 70. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , June 7, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 22,(‘) 
dated the 4th June, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c., 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 54. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 22 for the Week ending June 3, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 2. A Lufthansa monoplane arrived 
in Kabul at 1730 hours on the 28th May, and left for Berlin at 0630 hours on the 
31st May. (A) 

3. Annual Independence Celebrations. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 3. The celebrations have been well 
organised and passed off successfully. The numbers attending the celebrations 
from the provinces were, like those last year, rather low, and it would appear that 
people do not care to leave their crops to pay a visit to Kabul at this time of 
the year. (A) 

The programme included a number of athletic and sports events, as well as 
demonstrations of physical training by schools and army units. The standard of 
athletics and physical training shows a great improvement over former years and 
is largely due to the efforts of German instructors. 

( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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4. Anti-Cholera Measures and Propaganda. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 5. The Afghan Government are 
continuing their precautions to prevent the spread of cholera and are also said 
to be taking advantage of the situation by spreading propaganda regarding the j 

prevalence of cholera in the country and the necessity for inoculation, &c., with a > 

view to diverting the attention of the public from the activities of anti- 
Government factions. (B) 

5. S. Muhammad Umar Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 7. Muhammad Umar Khan is 
reported to be moving about fairly freely in Tirah and is stated to have been 
seen in the villages of Mahmud Akhundzadeh, Nawab Zaman Khan and 
Malik Khushal Khan. Dheru, a blacksmith residing in the Bara Valley, is said 
to be one of his agents. (B) 

6. Pro-Amanullah Propaganda. 

According to a Kabul report, a new religious leader is said to have arrived 
in Mahsud territory, Waziristan. He is believed to be connected with the family 
of the late Mahmud Beg Tarzi and to be the individual known as the Shami Pir. 

He is said to have paid a visit to Afghanistan during the reign of ex-King 
Amanullah dressed as a faqir, and to have been known at that time as Yusaf Saadi 
Effendi. (B) 

He has not yet visited the Eaqir of Ipi, though the latter has given out that 
he is to be allowed to move freely amongst the people. He is stated to be inciting 
the tribes to continue hostilities against the British and to turn their attention to 
the Afghan Government later on. 

8. The Pushtu Language. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have decided to appoint Maulvi 
Muhammad Hasan (W.W. 443) as chief instructor in the Pushtu language. He is 
also to write the manuals for teaching Pushtu, which are to be issued to all schools 
in Afghanistan. (B) 

11. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 9. (a) The hostile sections of 

Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais have not yet arrived in Katawaz and no reports have 
been received regarding any disturbances in this area during the week. Govern¬ 
ment troops have remained in their forts or camps, the latter being protected by 
aprons of barbed wire. (B) J 

(b) It is stated in Kabul that the majority of the Sulaiman Khel are in favour j 

of a settlement with the Afghan Government, but that some of the hostile leaders, I 

such as Shashai and Yaro, are not prepared to submit until suitable terms are 

arranged through other tribal representatives and sealed and sworn on the j 

Quran. (B) ' 

(c) Reference Summary No. 18, paragraph 5. The Ya Khel representatives > 

sent to arrange a settlement between the hostile sections of the Sulaiman Khel | 

and the Afghan Government have returned to Kabul. The hostile leaders are 

stated to have informed them that they will conduct their negotiations with the 
Afghan Government through the leaders of other tribes, such as the Wazirs, 

Zadrans or Mangals. (B) 

Trade. 

12. The Kabid Fruit Company. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 11 (a). Price of dried fruit in 
the Koh-i-Daman district is stated to have fallen considerably as a result of the 
boycott of Afghan dried fruit in India. (B) > 

The Kabul Fruit Company is said to have large quantities of unsold dried 
fruit in stock both in India and Afghanistan. (B) ; 

13. The Petrol Company and Storage of Petrol in Kabul. | 

Reference Summary No. 49 of 1937, paragraph 9 ( b). Three 10,000-p;allon * 

petrol storage tanks have been imported from India and are to be installed in 
Kabul. One of these is being installed at the Siah Sang petrol station. Other 
similar storage tanks are reported to have been ordered from India. (B) 
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Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

18. Wazirs. 

(a) A Madda Khel Wazir named Shawal is reported to have arrived in Kabul 
carrying letters from Dr. Madat Khan (W.W. 412b) addressed to the Prime 
Minister, the Minister of Defence and Ghulam Mohiuddin Khan, a Madda Khel 
Wazir. He is also stated to have brought letters from the Faqir of Ipi addressed 
to the Prime Minister, the Minister of Defence and the leaders of the hostile 
sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais. 

(b) The letter sent by Dr. Madat Khan to Ghulam Mohiuddin is said to 
contain details of the pressure now being brought to bear on the Madda Khel 
Wazirs by the Government of India in connexion with the Faqir of Ipi. 

(c) The letter despatched by the Faqir of Ipi to the leaders of the hostile 
sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais is said to contain allegations that the British 
authorities have been encouraging them to rise against the Afghan Government 
and have supplied them with rifles, ammunition and money. The Faqir advises 
them to cease their activities against the Afghan Government and to turn their 
attention to the opening of hostilities against the British. (B) 

(d) All the above letters are stated to have been handed over to the Director 
of the Tribal Branch, Ministry of Defence, and Shawal is staying with Ghulam 
Mohiuddin Khan who is now in Kabul. 


The Army. 

21. Review of Troops by King Zahir Shah. 

King Zahir Shah held the usual Independence Day review on the 27th May. 
Details of the parade are given in an appendix to this summary.^) (A) 


The Air Force. 

23. Junker Aircraft. 

On the 29th and the 31st May the public were given facilities for taking short 
ten-minute flights on the three-engined Junker, and on one single-engined Junker 
aircraft. 20 Afghani rupees and 15 Afghani rupees per person was charged 
for each flight. On the 29th May the three-engined Junker, after making about 
nine flights, was compelled to cancel further flights owing to a mechanical defect 
in the engines. (A) 

These short flights were popular with the public and applications for tickets 
were far in excess of the facilities available. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major 
Military Attache. 

Kabul , June 4, 1938. 


(*) Not printed. 


[N 3431/16/97] No. 55. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 11.) 
(No. 72. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 13, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 23, dated 
the 11th June, 1938.(‘) 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


(*) Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 55. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from, Intelligence Summary No. 23 for the Week ending June 10, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service: Berlin-Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 2. A Lufthansa monoplane arrived 
at Kabul at 1800 hours on the 4th June, and left for Berlin at 0530 hours on the 
7th June. (A) 

3. A nti-Cholera Measures . 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 4. Cases of cholera have occurred in 
the Southern Province, the Logar District, Ghazni and Jalalabad. Seven deaths 
have taken place, out of a total of fifteen known cases of cholera in these 
areas. (B) , 

Steps have been taken to control traffic, and quarantine stations established 
in the affected districts. 

4. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 11. (a) Anti-cholera measures and 

traffic restrictions have resulted in a lack of information from the Southern 
Province and Katawaz. (B) 

Conditions there are said to be quiet, though the Faqir of Ipi continues to 
ask the tribes for their support for his activities against the British in 
Waziristan. 

(b) A flight of four Hawker Hind aircraft under K.M. Shah Muhammad 
Khan is to proceed to Ghazni on the 11th June. Petrol and spares are also being 
despatched. (B) 

It is believed that the aircraft will operate in the Wazi Khwa area should the 
necessity arise; and for this reason Ghazni is a better base than Kabul. 


Trade. 

5. Purchase and Disposal of Motor Vehicles. 

Reference Summary No. 39 of 1937, paragraph 5. (a) It is reported that of 
the total of 350 motor vehicles purchased by the Afghan Government from General 
Motors (Limited) fifty have been handed over to the Ministry of Defence, fifty to 
the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, and 250 to the Ashami Company for sale 
to the public. (B) 

(b) The 100 Ford motor lorries purchased by the Afghan Government are 
at present held by the Ministry of Posts and Telegraphs, but it is stated that they 
will be handed over to the Ashami Company for sale to the public. These Ford 
lorries are said to be unpopular, and sales may be difficult to effect in view of a 
general preference for the products of General Motors (Limited) (B) 


Finance. 

8. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 21, paragraph 10. (a) The “black” rate of 

exchange in Kabul is now 440 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

(b) It is rumoured in Kabul that the Afghan National Bank is to fix a new 
official rate of exchange between the Afghani and Indian rupee. (C) 


Oil. 

9. The Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 20, paragraph 9. (a) Two more geologists employed 

by this company are leaving Kabul for New York in the near future. (B) 

(b) There are strong rumours in Kabul that the company is to close down its 
operations in Afghanistan. (B) 
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The Army. 

13. Proposed, Despatch of Officers for Training in Turkey. 

The Ministry of Defence are stated to have selected fifteen junior officers for 
despatch to Turkey to undergo a course of training in staff duties. (B) 

14. Rewards. 

King Zahir Shah is stated to have been very pleased with the turnout and 
march past of units of the Kabul garrison at the Independence Day review held 
on the 27th May, and to have given cash rewards of 500 Afghani rupees to each 
of the six junior officers who were trained in Turkey and are now attached for 
duty to the Military College at Kabul. (B) 

The Air Force. 

15. Proposed Despatch of A ir Force Personnel to Italy. 

Reference Summary No. 14, paragraph 21. Reports regarding the proposed 
despatch of students to Italy for training in aviation are conflicting. The selected 
students are stated to be undergoing preliminary training in Kabul, but the 
students themselves are uncertain regarding the eventual intentions of the Afghan 
Government, having been told on one occasion that they will not now proceed to 
Italy and on another occasion that they will proceed. (B) 

16. Training—Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

The commandant of the Afghan air force has now limited training flights 
by Afghan pilots to eight hours per pilot per month. (B) (Summary No. 18, 
paragraph 17.) 

17. German Instructors. 

It is stated that Herr W. Hempel, the pilot instructor employed by the 
Afghan air force, and two German mechanics are leaving Kabul for Germany in 
the near future. (B) (Summary No. 7, paragraph 13.) 

Foreign Missions. 

18. French Legation. 

The newly appointed French Minister, M. Jean-Baptiste Barbier, arrived at 
Kabul on the 8th June. (A) 

19. Japanese Legation. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 28. Mr. S. Iwasaki, Mrs. Iwasaki 
and Mr. S. Saito have returned to Kabul from India. (A) 

(b) The newly appointed Japanese Minister, Mr. Waro Moriya, has arrived 
at Kabul. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, June 11, 1938. 


[N 3590/16/97] No. 56. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 18.) 
(No. 75. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 21,1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 24,(’) dated 
the 18th June, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 56. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 24 for the Week ending June 17, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 2. The Lufthansa monoplane 
expected in Kabul on the 11th June did not arrive. 

It is said that in landing at Herat a tyre burst and a spare wheel was 
despatched by lorry from Kabul on the 12th June. As the monoplane was thus 
well behind its schedule, it is believed to have returned to Berlin after carrying 
out the necessary repairs. (B) 

4. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 4. (a) Rumours have been current 
during the week of clashes between Government troops and hostile Sulaiman 
Khel near Wazi Khwa and also at Urgun, where, it is said, fifteen Afghan 
soldiers were killed by a raiding party. (C) 

It is also rumoured that the Sulaiman Khel have received promises of support 
from some Mohmands and Afridis as well as from Mahsuds and Wazirs. 

(b) It is reported that the Hazrat of Shor Bazar and the Naqib of Charbagh, 
who are also said to be in close touch with hostile elements in the Eastern and 
Southern Provinces, have been encouraging the Sulaiman Khel to resist the 
Government. (B) 

(c) On the 10th June forty lorries carrying troops are said to have left Qila- 
i-Jangi for Urgun, and on the 14th June three squadrons of the Guards Cavalry, 
under Colonel Khuram Dil Khan, are reported to have been sent to Ghazni. 

On the 15th June orders were issued commandeering all private lorries in 
Kabul, and that night a large number, carrying troops from Reshkhor and Qila-i- 
Jangi, are believed to have left en route for Katawaz and Urgun. (B) 

A considerable number of lorries are also said to be standing by at Qila-i- 
Jangi. 

(d) On the 14th June the Defence Minister is reported to have sent for 
F.M. Ahmad Ali Khan (W.W. 141), F.M. Muhammad Umar Khan (W.W. 652) 
and G.M. Habibullah Khan, Officer in Charge of Recruiting, and to have discussed 
with them proposals to recall to the colours sufficient discharged conscripts to 
form six new brigades. (B) 

(e) Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 4 (b). On the 14th June four 
Hawker-Hind aircraft left for Ghazni, which was intended, it is believed, to 
serve as an advanced base for air action in Katawaz. After making a recon¬ 
naissance on the 15th June the four aircraft returned in the evening. 

As the rebels were reported to be about 20 miles from Ghazni, the aircraft 
were ordered to leave Ghazni before dark for fear of an attack on the 
aerodrome. (B) 

On the 16th June five Hawker-Hind aircraft left for Katawaz, where they 
are stated to have dropped twenty bombs and fired 500 rounds on a hostile village 
some 25 miles south of Ghazni, returning to Kabul the same evening. 

The village and its inhabitants are said to have been completely destroyed. 

On the same day three Romeo aircraft carrying bomb loads are also believed 
to have carried out bombing in this area. 

On the 17th June two Hawker-Hind aircraft left for Ghazni to carry out a 
reconnaissance. (B) 

Two more Hawker-Hinds and three Romeos stood by at the aerodrome. 

(/) On the 15th June the Foreign Minister informed His Majesty’s 
Minister (A) that some 150 Wazirs under Haji Salungai of Sirki and Kamar-ud- 
Din, Sakki Khel, had joined the rebels, who, in consequence, were much encouraged 
and preparing to fight. 

The Shami and Baghdadi Pirs on the British side of the border were inciting 
the rebels to action, in which they would be joined by increasing numbers of Wana 
Wazirs. 

The Foreign Minister added that, although his Government were prepared 
for hostilities, they were somewhat apprehensive of the cost and outcome of the 
operations. 

[18888] k 4 
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5. Suicide of a German Engineer. 

M. E. T. Zehme, a road engineer employed by the Afghan Government, 
committed suicide in Kabul on the afternoon of the 16th June. (A) 

M. Zehme, who was shortly to have left Afghanistan for Germany on the 
expiry of his contract, is believed not to have been of pure Aryan extraction. 

7. Foreign Employees in Afghanistan. 

(а) M. E. Schmidt, Chancelier of the German Legation, recently stated (A) 
that his Minister was becoming increasingly preoccupied in protecting the 
interests of the Germans employed by the Afghan Government, and at the moment 
had six cases of this nature in hand. 

He added that their German employees did not seem over-popular with the 
Afghan Government. (B) 

(б) There is a fairly widespread belief amongst Europeans in Kabul that 
the Afghan Government intend to make considerable reductions in the number 
of their foreign employees in the near future. 

It is also stated that the largest reduction will probably take place amongst 
the German employees. 

8. The Pushtu Language. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 8. His Majesty King Zahir Shah is 
said to have received an unfavourable report on the progress being made by 
Government officials in learning Pushtu; and, in consequence, the Pushtu class 
will now be held daily, as opposed to three times a week. 

Annual examinations will be held and successful candidates will receive an 
increment of 10 per cent, of their salary. (B) 

Unsuccessful candidates will suffer a corresponding decrease in their salary, 
and a candidate failing three years in succession will be dismissed. 

Finance. 

12. Shortage of Foreign Currency . 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 8, and Summary No. 3, para¬ 
graph 10 ( b). (a) The Islah of the 12th and 13th June published two Cabinet 
decrees to control imports and exports and the rates of exchange of foreign 
currency. 

The main provisions are as follows :— 

(i) The control of foreign exchange will be vested in the National Bank, 

pending the formation of a State Bank. 

(ii) The Cabinet will fix by decree the purchase and sale rates of foreign 

exchange. 

(iii) After the deduction of the actual expenses, the proceeds of all sales of 

lambskins are to be deposited in the National Bank, and the equivalent 
in Afghanis will be paid to depositors. The foreign exchange thereby 
obtained will be utilised by the National Bank for State purposes, but 
traders will be able to purchase once a quarter any surplus resulting 
to enable them to import goods. 

(iv) Traders importing goods must guarantee to export goods to the value 

of those imported within a period of four months, or must purchase 
foreign exchange (vide (iii) above). 

(v) The sale proceeds of exported goods must be deposited with the National 

Bank after the deduction of actual expenses, unless exporters import 
goods to the same value within a period of four months. 

(vi) To control these transactions Equalisation and Permits Commissions 

will be set up. 

(vii) A prohibition has been imposed upon the export of gold and silver in 

any form, and persons entering or leaving Afghanistan are permitted 
to carry with them a maximum of 100 Afghani rupees. Afghans 
going abroad for reasons of health and pilgrims will, however, be 
governed by special rules. 

(viii) Foreigners entering Afghanistan must declare all foreign exchange in 
their possession at the frontier, and obtain a certificate which will 
entitle them to take an equivalent amount with them on leaving. 

(ix) Foreigners must use the National Bank if they require Afghanis. 
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( b) The Islah of the 14th June publishes the following revised exchange rate, 
to have effect from 8 a.m. on the 14th June:— 

Purchase. Sale. 

100 Indian rupees ... 395 (A) rupees 400 (A) rupees 

The purchase rate seems the only rate likely to be effective, as, under the new 
decrees, the National Bank will be unable to sell Indian rupees in the open market 
on demand. 

(c) On the 16th June Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) informed His Majesty’s 
Minister (A) that the new decrees had been necessitated by the prolonged slump 
in the Persian lambskin market and the failure of the Kabul Truit Company to 
dispose of its fruit. 

The Afghan Government were still in a perfectly sound position, but they 
feared a continued depression in Persian lambskins and were bound to take 
precautionary measures. 

Inconvenience would doubtless be experienced by everyone, but he trusted that 
Indian traders, once they had adjusted themselves to the new conditions, would 
find themselves in the position of most favoured nation, since fruit, which was 
largely sold in India, would be the chief commodity for traders to export in return 
for imports. 

Abdul Majid also stated that foreign employees of the Afghan Government 
would be able to take their savings out of the country in Kaldar or sterling, after 
a reasonable deduction for expenses to avoid abuse of this privilege. 

As regards the Afghan currency at present in India, the reabsorption of 
which into Afghanistan would seem to be affected by clause (vii) (paragraph 12 (a) 
above), Abdul Majid said that, so far as this represented value for goods sold in 
Afghanistan, the Afghan Government felt themselves under an obligation to 
permit its re-entry by means of the export of its equivalent in Afghan goods. 

13. Kabul Fruit Company: Trade. 

Reference Summary No. 22, paragraph 12. On the 16th June Abdul Majid 
Khan (W.W. 73) informed His Majesty’s Minister (A) that his Government had 
decided to cancel the Kabul Fruit Company’s monopoly in so far as it related to 
marketing. This step was being taken in view of the shortage of foreign 
exchange, and henceforth the sale of fruit in Afghanistan would be without 
restriction. 

14. Motor Monopoly Company. 

(a) The Islah of the 13th June reports the formation of a separate Motor 
Monopoly Company (Shirkat-i-Inhisar-i-Motor). 

The sale of motor cars and parts, previously controlled by the National Bank, 
will now be vested in this company, of which Ghulam Rasul Khan is president. 

(b) The Islah of the 16th June announces that the Motor Monopoly Company 
is starting a course for mechanics between 15 and 20 years of age. 

When fully trained these mechanics will be employed in the company’s repair 
shops. 

16. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 19, paragraph 9. Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) 
informed His Majesty’s Minister on the 16th June that out of the last season’s 
crop, which amounted to 1,400,000 skins, some 800,000 had been disposed of at an 
average price of £1 14s. 6c?. (A) 

17. Cotton Company. 

Reference Summary No. 33 of 1937, paragraph 8. The Islah of the 15th June 
announced that the capital of the Cotton Company (Shirkat-i-Pamba) was 
15 million Afghani rupees in 1,000 Afghani rupee shares, and that shares to the 
value of 12 million Afghani rupees had already been sold. The remaining shares, 
totalling 3 million Afghani rupees, are for sale to the public. 

Oil. 

18. The Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 9. The Foreign Minister, at an 
interview on the 15th June, informed His Majesty’s Minister (A) that Mr. Hart 
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of the Inland Exploration Company had recently informed him that his company 
intended to cancel their contract. 

He added that the main reasons for the company’s decision were the unstable 
political situation in Europe, apprehension aroused by the example of the Mexican 
Government’s appropriation of the Mexican oil-fields, and the financial depression 
in the United States of America. 

Foreign Missions. 

27. Egyptian Legation. 

(a) The Islah of the 8th June reports that the Afghan Government have 
agreed to the appointment of M. Muhammad-el-Mofty-el-Gazaerli Bey, at present 
Egyptian Minister at Angora, as Minister at Kabul, vice M. Abdur Rahman 
Azzam. M. Muhammad-el-Mofty-el-Gazaerli Bey has also been appointed 
Egyptian Minister at Tehran. 

(b) M. Galal Eddine, Egyptian Charg6 d’Affaires at Kabul, stated recently 
(A) that M. Abdur Rahman Azzam would now be appointed at his own request 
Egyptian Minister in Iraq and the Hejaz, with headquarters at Bagdad. 

M. Abdur Rahman Azzam had represented that his present posts were too 
far apart and the time spent travelling between them excessive. 

28. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 19 ( b). The Islah of the 11th June 
announces the arrival in Kabul of Mr. Waro Moriya, the new Japanese Minister. 
He was accompanied by his wife, and was received on arrival by Abdul Ahad 
Khan, assistant in the Reception Department. 

RODERICK PARKES, Secretary. 

(For military attache, absent on tour.) 

Kabul, June 18, 1938. 


[N 3721/16/97] No. 57. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received July 25.) 
(No. 84. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, June 28, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 25,(‘) 
dated the 25th June, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 57. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 25 for the Week ending June 24, 1938. 

Kabul. 

8. German Air Service. Berlin^-Kabul . 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 2. One Lufthansa monoplane arrived 
in Kabul on the 17th June at 1830 hours and left on the 20th June at 0515 hours. 

A second Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul on the 18th June at 
1400 hours and left on the 21st June at 0515 hours. (B) 

It seems probable that the first Lufthansa was the monoplane detained in 
Herat, but reports differ. 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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4. Bazaar Rumours. 

Kabul Bazaar and, in particular, Kabul teashops are full of rumours as is 
not unusual when the city is at all apprehensive. 

Some specimen rumours are given oelow :—• 

(v) That the intrigue of the British Government is behind the present 
disturbance. This rumour is said to be fairly widely heard, and 
German and Japanese elements in Kabul are believed to be spreading 
it assiduously. (C) 

5. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 4.—(a) Apart from air action no 
reports of fighting in this area have been heard, although further supplies of 
rifles and ammunition, together with some artillery, have been sent to Ghazni 
during the week. 

Government troops are stationed in Ghazni, the defences of which Major 
Simon Eberhard, the German military instructor, is said recently to have 
inspected. 

A considerable force supported by tanks and artillery is also reported to be 
holding a line between the Katasang Hills and Ohnak Range near Zarghun 
Shahr, the rebels having retreated from Mish Khel to the Adin Khel area as a 
result of the air action taken against them. 

(b) G. M. Muhammad Yakub Khan (W.W. 677), who was educated in France 
with His Majesty King Zahir Shah and received military training in Turkey, 
has been sent to Ghazni to assist F. M. Abdul Ahad Khan. (B) 

(c) Hawker Hind aircraft have been active in Katawaz during the week. 

On the 18th June two Hawker Hinds fired about 400 rounds at the rebels 

in the neighbourhood of Mish Khel, and on the 20th June four Hawker Hinds 
are reported to have dropped sixteen bombs and fired 1,000 rounds in the same 
area. 

As a result of this latter action the rebels are believed to have retreated in 
some disorder, and aerial reconnaissances, which are being made daily by Hawker 
Hind aircraft, are now believed to have located the rebels near Adin Khel. 

(d) The Islah of the 23rd June published an article on the Sulaiman Khel 
situation. 

After briefly recapitulating the events of last year the article goes on to say 
that some Sulaiman Khel rebels under Yaro, Ghulam Haidar and Shashai entered 
Afghan territory from Zarmelan (map 38/H, B 4045) and attacked Yusuf Khel 
village (map 38/C, Q 7545). 

Government forces then attacked Yusuf Khel and the rebels fled to the 
Kharbin Hills (map 38/C, V 5882) and thence towards the Gonial with the 
Government forces in pursuit. 

The article concludes with two reports : one that on the 22nd June Zirakai, 
son of Khwajgai, Latogai Dinar Khel, and a son of Ghulam Haidar, together 
with someone hundred rebels, were killed in an action against Government troops, 
and, secondly, that Malik Fateh Khan of Wazi Khwa, Sheya-ul-Dulk, Malik 
Mushkai and Malik Nawab have come in and will see F. M. Abdul Ahad Khan. 

(e) Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 4 (b). The Shami Pir and one 
Ahmed Ali, a Turk claiming to be a nephew of Mahmud Sami (a Turkish general 
of Amanullah’s, executed by the late King Nadir Shah), are still reported active 
amongst the Mahsuds and Wazirs. They are said to claim that they can produce 
ex-King Amanullah in three days if necessary. (B) 

In a letter to His Majesty’s Minister, dated the 24th June, the Foreign 
Minister stated (A) that it was reported from Urgun that the Shami Pir with 
a following of about 6,000 men was close to the border near Menznarai. 

Some of the lashkarwals had informed the local Afghan levies that they had 
no intention of attacking Urgun, but intended to join the Sulaiman Khel, 
proceeding via the Gomal. 

(/) Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 4 ( d ). Time-expired conscripts 
are arriving in Kabul in considerable numbers on recall to the colours. (B) 

The men are said to be somewhat reluctant to leave their homes and 
occupations, but the Afghan Government’s orders are being complied with. 

(g) On the 20th June Herr Hempel (see Summary No. 33 of 1937, para¬ 
graph 19), flying a single-engined Junker from Ghazni to Kabul with some senior 






140 


military officers and M. Moghadam, representative of Messrs. Skoda (Limited), 
as passengers, is reported to have been delayed by running into a strong head 
wind and to have made a forced landing near Maidan in the dark. (B) 

The undercarriage of the Junker was irreparably damaged. 

(h) It is reported that Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) has been summoned 
from Berlin by air and will take over as Rais-i-Tanzimia in Katawaz. (C) 

6. Distribution of Anonymous Leaflets. 

Gestetner printed leaflets, without signature or seal, have been found in 
certain parts of Kabul purporting to come from ex-King Amanullah Khan. 

They promise, amongst other things, that if the ex-King returns, conscription 
and trade monopolies will be abandoned, but the public are said to be entirely 
unaffected owing to their anonymity. (B) 

8. Anti-Cholera Measures. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 3. The Islah of the 23rd June reports 
that the disease has been brought under control in the Logar District, and the 
quarantine station at Safed Sang has been abandoned. 

10. Japanese Trade Agent. 

(a) The arrival in Kabul of a Japanese named Yoshiaki Hori is reported. 
He is said to have three kinds of visiting cards describing him as (a) technical 

adviser to the Japanese Foreign Ministry, ( b) representative of the Afghan- 
Japanese syndicate, and (c) Japanese trade agent in Kabul. 

(b) In consequence of the recent decrees the price of Japanese goods in Kabul 
is reported to have increased by 20 per cent. 

Finance. 

11. Afghan National Bank. 

Reference Summary No. 17, paragraph 10 (a). On the 23rd June Abdul 
Qadir Khan stated (A) that the financial position of the bank was not altogether 
satisfactory, and some embezzlement was suspected in the Bank’s branches in 
India. He had been asked to look into this and submit a report. 

He added that certain members of the Royal Family owed considerable sums 
of money to the bank. 

Oil. 

12. The Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 18. Mr. Hart informed His 
Majesty’s Minister on the 21st June (A) that he had given formal notice of the 
cancellation of his company’s contract and was leaving Kabul on the 22nd June. 

He added that this cancellation had been accepted in a reasonable manner 
by the Afghan Government and that he might possibly return to reopen 
negotiations at some future date. 

Trade. 

13. A bolition of certain Monopolies. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 13. The Islah of the 22nd June 
announces that, with a view to the encouragement of Afghanistan’s export trade, 
the export of Persian lambskins and casings only will remain under monopoly. 
The remainder of the country’s export trade would be free. 

The import of sugar, petrol, motors and motor parts will similarly remain 
monopolised, other imports being without this form of control. 

14. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 16.— (a) Abdul Qadir Khan stated 
on the 23rd June (A) that the National Bank had recently sent 60,000 skins to 
India, on the security of which he was shortly going to India to raise a loan. 

(b) A further consignment of Persian lambskins is reported to have been 
despatched to Peshawar on the 22nd June in two lorries, but, owing apparently 
to apprehensions as to the safety of the road, the lorries are said to have been 
stopped at Butkhak and sent via Kandahar. (B) 
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Eastern Province. 

15. Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 19.—( d) Daily aerial reconnais¬ 
sances have been made since the 18th June by one Romeo aircraft, which is 
reported to have made a forced landing in Kabul on the 23rd June and damaged 
its undercarriage irreparably. (B) 

North of the Hindu Kush. 

18. Shortage of Petrol. 

Reference Summary No. 78 of 1937, paragraph 5. A shortage of petrol is 
reported in the north owing, it is said, to the Soviet Government’s failure to 
supply petrol recently on the ground that Afghanistan is not keeping the terms 
of her contract. (B) 

The Air Force. 

22. Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

One Hawker Hind aircraft is reported to have crashed near Arghandeh on 
the 23rd J une. 

The pilot, it is said, disobeyed orders and flew over his father’s village, 
where he proceeded to “ stunt.” (B) 

In the course of his aerobatics he got into a spin and the aeroplane came 
down nose foremost. 

The pilot sustained a broken leg and the machine is thought to be repairable. 

(For military attache on tour), 

RODERICK PARKES, Secretary. 

Kabul, June 25, 1938.^^— 


[N 3837/16/97] No. 58. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—{Received August 2.) 
(No. 94. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, July 5, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 26,(') 
dated the 2nd July, 1938. 

2. Paragraph 7.—I am commenting by separate despatch on the present 
Italian position in Kabul. 

3. Paragraph 12.—This is the first suggestion I have heard made by a 
member of the Afghan Government that the tribes should be disarmed. It was 
made at an unfortunate moment when tribal leaders were actually attending a 
meeting of the Cabinet; and this, added to the fact that Abdul Ahad has always 
been suspected of anti-Government sympathies, suggests that the motive was 
rather to embarrass the Government at a difficult time and over a very delicate 
matter than to invite serious consideration of the problem of tribal disarmament. 

4. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Governent of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 58. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 26 for the week ending July 1, 1938. 

Kabul. 

4. A llah Nawaz Khan. 

The Afghan Minister at Berlin, Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182), is expected 
to arrive in Kabul by air on the 2nd July. Afghan officials who dislike him have 
been expressing their views regarding his recall somewhat strongly, and the 

(!) Extracts only printed. 






Afghan Government, instead of retaining him in Kabul to assist them in dealing 
with the various tribes, are now considering sending him back to Berlin as early 
as possible. (B) 

5. Anti-Government Factions in Kabul. 

The public in Kabul are apprehensive regarding the possibility of 
disturbances in Kabul itself, as the opponents of the existing Government are very 
active in carrying out propaganda against the Government. 

Two reports from separate sources indicate that the Republican party are 
watching the situation carefully. The names of Muhammad Gul Khan 
(W.W. 315a), Abdur Rahim (W.W. 89) and F. M. Hasan Khan (W.W. 336) are 
quoted as being connected with the Republican party. (B) 

Some of the younger Afghans have informed foreigners that they would not 
be surprised if there was a change of Government within the next few weeks. 

6. Anti-Government Propaganda. 

Leaflets stating that the lives of members of the Royal Family were not safe 
were discovered on the tomb of the late King Nadir Shah during the week. The 
guard at the tomb has been changed, and efforts are being made to discover the 
author of the leaflets. (B) 

7. Italian Propaganda. 

(a) The Afghan Government are stated to have received reports to the effect 
that Italians have been spreading anti-Government propaganda in Afghanistan. 
Italians in Kabul are now being closely watched by the police. (B) 

(b) A report from a source which is usually fairly reliable states that the 
Faqir of Ipi has recently received a sum of money in Indian currency from or 
through Italian agents. No further details are available. (B) 

9. Naqib of Chaharbagh. 

The Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) arrived in Kabul on the 
26th June. (B) 

10. Foreign Employees in A fgkanistan. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 7. There have been further reports 
during the week that the Afghan Government intend to reduce the number of 
their foreign employees. Some German employees are to leave Kabul for Germany 
within the next few days. 

The reason for the reduction is said to be financial stringency and the lack 
of foreign exchange. (B) 

12. Disarmament of A fghan Tribes. 

At a Cabinet meeting held on the 25th June, Abdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 4) 
suggested that the tribes of Afghanistan should be disarmed, particularly the 
Ghilzais and tribes of the Southern Province. 

Tribal leaders of this province, who had been specially invited to attend 
the Cabinet meeting, were strongly opposed to the proposal, and other members 
of the Cabinet were of the opinion that such a step could not be carried out at 
present. (B) 

Abdul Ahad is suspected of being pro-Amanullah in his sympathies. 

13. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 25, paragraph 5. (a) The Islah of the 25th June 
stated that Shashai and his brother, both Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai hostile leaders, 
'have been killed. The report, it is stated, has been confirmed by the 
General Officer Commanding, Ghazni. 

(b) The Islah of the 27th June stated that reports from Katawaz indicate 
that the Sulaiman Khel rebels have fled to the Gomal area and are crossing the 
frontier into India. Some rebels have surrendered to the military authorities. 
Rebels proceeding to India expect to obtain assistance from tribes residing outside 
Afghanistan. The rebels have shown no signs as yet of any desire to attack 
Government forces. 

( c) The Islah of the 28th June published the following report from Ghazni, 
in which it is stated that the Sulaiman Khel military area is quiet and peaceful. 
Government forces are driving the rebels towards the Gomal Valley. The rebels 











143 


are trying to obtain assistance from tribesmen across the frontier, but have not 
so far been successful in accomplishing this. 

Saadi, a hostile from Syria, is in Mahsud territory attempting to raise 
support for the hostile Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, but has not met with any success. 
The Government have made arrangements to deal with any disturbances created 
by the rebels or their supporters. 

( d) The Islah of the 29th June stated that according to reports received from 
the Governor of Ghazni there has been no event of any importance in the 
Sulaiman Khel military area. No rebels have been encountered and air 
reconnaissances have failed to discover their location. It is added that the 
intentions of the rebels on the other side (presumably British territory) of the 
Gomal Valley are not known. 

(e) The hostile sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais have sent emissaries to 
the Southern and Eastern Provinces to enlist the support of the tribes. Agents 
have also been despatched to the Mohmands and Afridis asking for their 
assistance. (B) 

(/) Two Hawker Hind aircraft have carried out reconnaissances in the 
Southern Province and Katawaz almost daily during the week. On the 
29th June a village south of Urgun was bombed by two aircraft. Eight bombs 
were dropped and 300 rounds fired by their machine guns. (B) 

(g) The hostile Sulaiman Khel are stated to be sniping forts and camps in 
Katawaz by night, but to hide in the hills by day. The main Government forces 
are not in contact with the rebels. (B) 


Trade. 

14. Petrol. 

{a) Large quantities of petrol have been brought from India to Kabul during 
the last ten days. 

All petrol storage tanks in Kabul have been filled up and sealed, and 
20,000 two-gallon tins have been transported to Kabul from India. A further 
20,000 two-gallon tins of petrol are said to have been ordered. (B) 

(b) Stocks of reserve aviation petrol with the Afghan air force are reported 
to have been increased from 2,000 to 12,000 gallons. (B) 

Finance. 

15. Shortage of Foreign Currency. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 12. (a) The unofficial rate of 

exchange in the Kabul bazaar is 450 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

( b) The public in Kabul are now stated to be trying to dispose of their 
currency notes and obtain coin in exchange. (B) 

Northern Afghanistan. 

19. Muhammad Gul Khan. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 25, paragraph 15 (c). Muhammad Gul Khan 
(W.W. 315a) arrived in Kabul from Mazar-i-Sharif on the 22nd June and was 
given interviews by King Zahir Shah and the Prime Minister. He is still in 
Kabul. (A) 

(b) Persons visiting Muhammad Gul Khan are being closely watched by the 
Afghan Government, as it is believed that he favours a republican form of 
government. (B) 

20. General Situation: Kataghan-Badakhshan Province. 

The military attache visited Pul-i-Khomri, Khanabad and Faizabad between 
the 17th and the 23rd June. On the 21st and the 22nd June the Farkhar Valley 
(map 37/H, D 2) was visited. 

Conversations with local officials and inhabitants of the areas visited 
indicated that the situation in the province is normal. The villagers are fairly 
prosperous as a result of the peaceful conditions which have ruled during the last 
few years. The rivers this year hold a good supply of water, though complaints 
were heard about the shortage of rain, which has adversely affected the “ catch 
crops.” 

Energetic measures are being taken to develop road communications, and in 
many instances forced labour is being used. 





The only complaints heard related to the recall of conscript reservists for 
further service and the excessive demands of local officials for forced labour. 

The Governor of the province stated that when the factories under construc¬ 
tion at Kunduz have been completed he will move his headquarters from 
Khanabad to Kunduz. 

There were no signs of any Soviet propaganda in the areas visited. Small 
parties of Usbeks were stated to be immigrating into the province from 
Russia, owing to oppression by the Soviet authorities. (A) 

The Army. 

24. Despatch of Officers for Training in Turkey. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 13. The despatch of the fifteen officers 
has been postponed, and they are to remain with their units until the general 
situation in the country improves. (B) 

The Air Force. 

28. Aircraft. 

Details of aircraft actually in use, held in reserve, or temporarily unservice¬ 
able are given below :— 


(a) Hawker Hind A ircraft — 

Serviceable and in use. 7 

Damaged, but repairable within three months on receipt of 

spares from England ... . 1 

(b) Italian Romeo Aircraft — 

Serviceable and in use. 10 

Not in use owing to defective engines. 2 

Damaged as a result of accidents but repairable . 2 

Damaged as result of accidents and believed irrepairable ... 2 

(c) Italian Breda Aircraft — 

Serviceable and in use. 4 

Serviceable and held in reserve. 2 

Not in use owing to a defective engine. 1 

Damaged as result of an accident and believed to be 

repairable . 1 

(B) 

29. Serviceability of Italian Aircraft. 


Certain Italian Romeo aircraft recently took off from the Sherpur aerodrome 
with a full bomb load. (B) These aircraft used the full length of the Sherpur 
landing ground and only managed to take off with difficulty. The Commandant 
of the Air Force is now stated to have issued orders that Romeo aircraft will not 
in future take off with a full bomb load and will not use the landing ground at 
Ghazni, as owing to its altitude it is unsuitable for use by Romeo aircraft. (B) 

31. Despatch of Air Force Personnel to Italy. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 15. It is now reported that thirty- 
two students will proceed to Italy for training in aviation about the middle of 
August 1938. (B) 

Foreign Missions. 

39. French Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 23, paragraph 18. M. J. B. Barbier presented his 
letters of credence to King Zahir Shah on the 23rd June. (B) 

40. Japanese Legation. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 28. Mr. Waro Moriya presented his 
letters of credence to King Zahir Shah on the 25th June. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 

Kabul, July 2, 1938. 
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[N 3938/16/97] No. 59. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received August 8.) 
(No. 96. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, July 12, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 27,( 1 ) 
dated the 9th July, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

RODERICK PARKES. 


Enclosure in No. 59. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 27 for the Week ending July 8, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

(a) A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 1800 hours on the 2nd J uly 
and left for Berlin at 0500 hours on the 5th July. (A) 

(b) The Afghan Government are stated to have made representations to the 
German Minister at Kabul regarding the non-arrival of the Lufthansa weekly 
service on the 25th June, suggesting that the service was postponed on that date 
owing to disturbances in the Southern Province and elsewhere. They hoped that 
the service would be regular in future, as the non-arrival of these aircraft gave 
rise to wild rumours in Kabul. (B) 

4. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 26, paragraph 4. (a) The Islah of the 5th July 

announced the arrival in Kabul of Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182), the Afghan 
Minister at Berlin. 

(b) Allah Nawaz Khan travelled by the Lufthansa air service and was met 
on his arrival in Kabul by the Prime Minister and other high Afghan 
officials. (B) 

( c) Allah Nawaz Khan left Kabul for Urgun on the 5th July and was 
accompanied by a military guard and twenty-five Hazirbashes (Royal Body¬ 
guards) from the Southern Province. He is to meet various Wazir leaders at 
Urgun with a view to discovering the causes of their discontent with the Afghan 
Government. (B) 

Government officials who dislike Allah Nawaz and individuals who belong 
to anti-Government factions disapprove of his despatch to Urgun. 

5. Muhammad Gul Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 26, paragraph 19. It is reported that Muhammad 
Gul Khan (W.W. 315a) is to assume his appointment as Minister of the Interior, 
and that he will also be appointed Director of Instruction in Pushtu and 
president of the Literary Society. Opinion in Kabul is that the Afghan 
Government wish to retain him in Kabul, where his activities can be watched. (B) 

6. Course in the Pushtu Language for School Teachers. 

The Islah of the 4th July stated that a three months’ course in the Pushtu 
language for school teachers has been instituted in Kabul by the Ministry of 
Education. While attending the course students will be paid 50 Afghani rupees 
per month. 

P) Extracts only printed. 

[18888] L 








146 


12. Anti-British Propaganda. 

(a) Some Afghan officials and individuals belonging to anti-Government 
parties in Kabul are said to be carrying out anti-British propaganda. They 
blame the British and Indian Governments for the recent disturbances in the 
Southern Province and Katawaz, and allege that the Shami Pir was allowed 
a free hand in Waziristan for his activities against the Afghan Government. (B) 

(b) King Zahir Shah gave an interview to tribal leaders of the Southern 
Province during the week, during the course of which he told them that he had 
obtained evidence to show that the British had been intriguing against the 
Afghan Government, and that he might therefore succeed in obtaining compen¬ 
sation from them for Afghan losses. (B) 

( c) Members of two different foreign missions in Kabul stated (A) during 
the week that there is strong anti-British feeling in Kabul at present. One of 
them suggested that some of the anti-British propaganda was probably inspired 
with a view to securing support for the Afghan Government in the suppression 
of the disturbances, or carried out with the object of turning the attention of the 
tribes away from the actions of their own Government and internal affairs 
generally. 

13. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz . 

Reference Summary No. 26, paragraph 13. (a) The Islah of the 30th June 
published the following communique: Reports from Ghazni indicate that the 
Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai military area is quiet. The Afghan Foreign Office have 
received an official report to the effect that Saadi, the Syrian agitator, has 
surrendered to the Political Agent at Wana, N.W.F.P. of India, and is being 
despatched to Delhi by air. 

The Islah , commenting on this report, states: It is hoped that Saadi, the 
Syrian agitator, will be punished by the Government of India for his share in 
causing loss of life amongst the Wazirs and Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais and creating 
disturbances in the territory of a country friendly to India. An agitator who 
creates disturbances in Afghanistan from a base on the N.W.F. of India, and is 
expelled from that area after payment of travelling expenses, only serves as an 
incentive to others to behave in a similar manner in the future. We are confident 
that this will not be the case, and that Saadi and his associates will be adequately 
punished by the Government of India in accordance with international rules. 

( b) The Islah of the 2nd July published an article under the heading : 
“ Rumours regarding Saadi, known as the Shami Pir.” The article states that 
Saadi originally came from Bagdad, is 48 years of age, speaks English and 
French, and is addicted to smoking and drinking. Saadi is stated to have 
encouraged the Sulaiman Khel who were in Dera Ismail Khan in March 1938 to 
refuse to submit to the Afghan Government. A summary of his activities in 
Waziristan is then given. 

Saadi’s aeroplanes are stated to have bombed Afghan militia in Afghan 
territory, causing casualties of three killed and nineteen wounded. A bomb is 
also said to have been dropped on Kabul Khel Wazirs of Afghanistan. Some 
people state that it was British aircraft who caused the casualties amongst the 
Afghan militia. The Turkish supporter of the Shami Pir is said to be 
Muhammad Ali, a member of the Charki family and a Russian subject from 
Azerbaijan, who is hostile to the Soviet Government. His original intention 
was to create disturbances directed against the Soviet Government from a base 
in Northern Afghanistan, while Saadi was to operate in South-Eastern 
Afghanistan. Saadi proclaimed Muhammad Ali as a Turkish general, with a 
view to disturbing the existing relations between the Governments of Afghanistan 
and Turkey on one side and the Soviet and Turkish Governments on the other. 

(c) The Islah of the 2nd July stated that, according to reports received from 
Ghazni, the Katawaz area is quiet. 

(d) According to Kabul reports, the hostile Sulaiman Khel nomads have 
been driven from Katawaz towards the Gomal area. They are stated to be making 
every effort to obtain the support of other tribes, but the latter are busy harvesting 
their crops and have taken no action so far. (B) 

Anti-Afghan Government propaganda is still prevalent. 

(e) The Faqir of Ipi is said to be corresponding with the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment, ostensibly with a view to effecting a settlement between them and the hostile 
Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais. (B) 
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Trade. 

14. A fghan-Italian Trade. 

Reference Summary No. 30 of 1937, paragraph 6 (b). (a) It is understood 
that an exchange of notes has recently been effected between the Italian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs and the Afghan Minister at Rome on the subject of trade 
exchanges between the two countries. 

An Italian trade agency in India named “ LTstituto Nazionale per i Cambi 
coll’Estero ” is to maintain a branch in Kabul for the purpose of effecting trade 
exchanges. (A) 

(b) It is possible that Italy will be prepared to accept Afghan cotton, opium, 
hides and skins in exchange for Italian goods, and it is also possible that the 
Afghan Government may wish to offer raw materials in part payment for Italian 
aircraft already supplied to them. (B) 

15. Petrol Commandeered. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have commandeered a consignment of 
aviation petrol which had been despatched by the Burmah-Shell Company, 
Karachi, to the agents of the Lufthansa Aviation Company at Herat. (B) 

The Air Force. 

20. Hawker Hind Aircraft. 

On the 3rd July a Hawker Hind aircraft made a forced landing after 
colliding with an electric cable north-east of Karabagh in the Koh-i-Daman 
valley. The Kabul electric supply was cut off until the 4th July. 

One wing of the aircraft was damaged, but after temporary repairs were 
effected the aircraft was flown back to Kabul on the 7th July and is to undergo 
a complete overhaul. (A) 

Foreign Missions. 

24. Egyptian Legation. 

(a) M. Ahmad Galal Eddine, Charge d’Affaires of the Egyptian Legation 
at Kabul, has proceeded on three and a half months’ leave. During his absence 
M. Osman Hilmy is to act as Charge d’Affaires. (A) 

(b) Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 27. The Islah of the 29th June 
states that, owing to the ill-health of his wife, M. Muhammad-el-Mofty-el- 
Gazaerli Bey is unable to accept the appointment of Egyptian Minister at 
Kabul. Agha Abdul Latif Talaat Bey, the Egyptian Charge d’Affaires at 
Madrid, has been appointed Minister at Kabul in his place. Agha Abdul Latif 
Talaat Bey will also be accredited to Tehran as Egyptian Minister in Iran. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, July 9, 1938. 


[N 4041/16/97] No. 60. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received August 15.) 
(No. 101. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, July 19, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 28,(') dated 
the 16th July, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister). 
RODERICK PARKES. 


(*) Extracts only printed, 
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Enclosure in No. 60. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from the Intelligence Summary No. 28 for the Week ending 

July 15, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service. Berlin^Kabul. 

A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 6-30 p.m. on the 9th July and 
left for Berlin at 5-30 a.m. on the 12th July. (A) 

4. Afghan Ambassador at Moscow. 

Abdul Hussain Khan (W.W. 47) arrived in Kabul on the 13th July. (A) 

6. The Charkhi Families. 

The families of the late Ghulam Nabi, Charkhi, and those of his brothers, 
who have been residing in Kabul under strict surveillance, have been moved to 
the Arq during the week. (B) 

9. Statement made by Allah Nawaz Khan. 

Before his departure to Urgun, Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) is stated to 
have been invited to the house of the late Muhammad Sharif Khan (W.W. 594). 
There he met F.M. Hasan Khan (W.W. 336), a prominent republican, 
G.M. Saiyid Saleh Muhammad Khan (W.W. 552), A.D.C. to the King, and 
G.M. Abdullah Khan, a brother of (W.W. 594). 

Allah Nawaz is stated to have called attention to certain defects in the 
Government’s administration and said that the Prime Minister had asked the 
Minister of Defence to take command of the Government’s forces in Ghazni and 
Katawaz. This the latter had refused to do on the grounds that the whole country 
was dissatisfied with the existing Government, and that, should he leave his 
headquarters, there might be a serious outbreak in Kabul itself. (B) 

Allah Nawaz further stated that the Queen-Mother had sent for him and 
asked him not to leave the country until conditions were normal, as the Prime 
Minister had turned the whole nation against her son, Zahir Shah. 

Allah Nawaz also said that he had not been trusted in Germany until he 
had adopted Nazi ideas. The Nazis were now prepared to assist Afghanistan by 
supplying munitions of war. (B) 

10. Anti-British Propaganda. 

Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 12. (a) There has been no cessation 
of the anti-British propaganda reported last week, and, in view of the scurrilous 
newspaper article dealt with in (b) below, the Afghan Government appear to have 
been responsible for instituting this propaganda. The reason for this change of 
attitude on the part of the Afghan Government is believed to be due to the 
influence of certain members of the Cabinet, such as Muhammad Gul Khan 
(W.W. 315a), Muhammad Naim Khan (W.W. 464a), Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) and 
Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182), the Afghan Minister in Berlin. (B) 

(b) The I slab of the 11th July published an article (said to have been written 
by the Afghan Foreign Minister) entitled : “ The Secret of the Faithless Saadi 
Shami Disclosed.” The article includes the following main points :— 

(i) The Afghan Government’s demands for the punishment of Saadi Shami 
by the British and Indian Governments. 

(ii) The suggestion that the British Government had not fulfilled their inter¬ 
national obligations in respect of the Shami Pir and his associates. 

(iii) That the Shami Pir had been seen off at the Karachi Aerodrome by a 

British political agent, and that it was desired to expose such double- 
dealers and cheats as the British to our brethren the tribesmen of the 
free frontier, so that they should not fall into the cunning trap laid 
by these enemies and traitors to Islam in future. 

(iv) That there are always several Colonel Lawrences like Saadi Shami ready 

to gratify British greed and ambition. 
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(v) The British are insatiate with world conquest and constantly on the 

look out for such instruments as will be of benefit to them. 

(vi) The object of these actions is to check the progress of Afghanistan, and 

the activities of people like “ Pak,” “ Tor Malang,” “ Lakai ” and 
Saadi Shami have all had the same motive behind them. 

(vii) That the British create difficulties for every Government set up by the 
people of Afghanistan, and through people like “Pak,” the Shami 
Pir, &c., endeavour to show to the world that the Afghan nation is 
ignorant and uncivilised. 

(viii) That the enemies of Afghanistan should clearly realise that the present 
Government, unlike that of Amanullah, cannot be intimidated by such 
intrigue and will not be easy to wipe out. Anyone setting fire to this 
house should understand that his own house will certainly be the first 
to burn in the future. 

(c) The general public in Kabul have read the article referred to in ( b) above 
with great interest. Some attribute the article to the stronger position of the 
Afghan Government, some refer to it as a mere political stunt, while others think 
that the Afghan Government, anticipating serious disturbances in the tribal 
areas, have published the article to clear themselves of the old accusation that 
they work hand in glove with the British. (B) 

People with anti-Government views and members of the Republican party 
are said to have read the article with a great deal of satisfaction. 

( d) The above article has been the main topic of conversation amongst 
members of the Diplomatic Corps and foreign employees in Kabul during the last 
few days and has produced some interesting reactions. These are given below 
for what they are worth :— 

(i) Members of the Soviet Embassy have shown a certain amount of sympathy 
with this Legation, probably because they fear that any decrease of 
British influence in Afghanistan will result in a corresponding- 
increase of German influence in the country. 

(ii) The German Legation and Germans in Afghan employ are believed to be 
very pleased at the publication of the article. 

(iii) The Italians in Kabul, while prepared to be amused, also show some 

pleasure at this change of front on the part of the Afghan 
Government. They are also apprehensive that a similar article may 
be published accusing them of being in sympathy with ex-King 
Amanullah. 

(iv) The members of the Iranian Embassy were very interested in the article 

and obtained a great deal of satisfaction from its publication. 

(v) Members of the staff of the Turkish Embassy and the military mission 

stated that they were rather disturbed about the tone of the article, 
and hoped that it did not indicate a change of policy on the part of 
the Afghan Government, as they could not envisage their military 
mission being employed against their friends. 

(vi) The staff of the Japanese Legation were non-committal when referring to 

the article. 

(vii) The staff of the French Legation regarded the article as very 

objectionable. (B) 

(e) Some of the younger Afghan officials are stated to be delighted with this 
attempt to twist the lion’s tail, and to have congratulated the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs on his masterly exposition of the Afghan point of view in the 
Islah of the 11th July. (B) 

11. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 13. The rebel sections of Sulaiman 
Khel Ghilzais are reported to be in the Gomal area and to be awaiting replies to 
their appeal for assistance from various other tribes. 

They have attempted to obtain support from the settled sections of Ghilzais 
in Katawaz, but have not succeeded in securing their assistance so far. (B) 

[18888] l 3 
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Trade. 

12. Purchase of Motor Vehicles. 

Mr. A. Arshacony, agent of Messrs. General Motors, Bombay, stated (A) 
during the week that the motor branch of the Ashami Company has placed an 
order with his company for the supply of sixty motor trucks. These are to be 
resold to the public. The Ashami Company has already made a cash payment of 
1,30,000 Indian rupees to Messrs. General Motors for these trucks. 


The Southern Province. 

15. The Situation at Ur gun. 

(a) The Afghan Government are stated to be still anxious regarding the 
situation in the Urgun area; and money, troops, ammunition and military stores 
(including 200 spades) have been despatched to Urgun during the week. (B) 

(b) Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 4 (c). N.S. Zar Khan (W.W. 695) 
accompanied Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) to Urgun, and is to assist him in his 
negotiations with Wazir tribal leaders. 

Other tribal leaders of the Southern Province now in Kabul also expected to 
be sent to Urgun with Allah Nawaz Khan, but have not been despatched. (B) 

They are now criticising the Government’s action in selecting Allah Nawaz 
to conduct negotiations on their behalf, on the grounds that he is a foreigner 
recalled from Germany and that the Afghan Government obviously distrust the 
tribal leaders of the province. 

16. Pro-A manullah A ctivities. 

(a) It is reported that, although the Shami Pir has been removed from 
Waziristan, anti-Afghan Government propaganda is still current in Waziristan 
and amongst the tribes of the Southern Province. 

Individuals who are in sympathy with ex-King Amanullah are actively 
advocating his cause, and the tribes are said to be holding meetings to discuss 
their future plans. (B) 

The Zadrans have been asked to assist other tribes to attack Urgun, but 
hesitate to commit themselves and have suggested that any attack on Urgun 
should be directed from Katawaz. Should the attack prove successful, then they, 
the Zadrans, would undoubtedly render assistance and support other tribes in 
their activities against the Afghan Government. 

( b ) The Faqir of Ipi and agents of the Afghan Government are reported to 
be making every effort to prevent tribesmen from British Waziristan entering 
Afghan territory for the purpose of attacking Afghan military or militia 
posts. (B) 

17. Situation in the Southern Province. 

On the 9th July G.M. Ajar Khan, Mangal, arrived in Kabul with an urgent 
message from the Governor of the Southern Province for the Minister of Defence. 
He left Kabul for Gardez early on the morning of the 10th July. (B) 

It is stated that he brought some alarming news concerning the existence of 
anti-Afghan Government feeling amongst the Zadrans, Mangals and Khostwals. 

Emissaries of ex-King Amanullah and Ghaus-ud-Din Khan (W.W. 264) are 
stated to have arrived in the Southern Province and to be carrying out 
propaganda against the present Afghan Government. (B) 

One of these agents is said to be Ghulam Hasan Khan, a son of the late 
Ghulam Nabi, Charkhi. 


Foreign Missions. 

26. Iranian Embassy. 

M. A. K. Bahman, Iranian Ambassador at Kabul, is proceeding to Iran 
shortly, and will not return to Kabul. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, July 16, 1938. 
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[N 4152/16/97] No. 81. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received August 22.) 
(No. 105. Secret.) 

M y Lord, Kabul , July 27, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 29,0 
dated the 23rd July, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 61. 

(Secret.) 

Extract from Intelligence Summary No. 29 for the Week ending July 22, 1938. 


3. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 6 p.m. on the 16th July, and left 
for Berlin at 6 a.m. on the 19th July. (A) 

4. Discussions between Members of the Royal Family and Religious Leaders. 

(a) Members of the Royal Family are reported to have held meetings in the 
Arq, Kabul, at which the more prominent religious leaders in Kabul, including 
the Hazrat of Shor Bazar (W.W. 347), were present. 

They are stated to have discussed the question of declaring a religious war 
on India, and most of the religious leaders present are said to have favoured the 
idea. Later the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) was asked to give his opinion 
on the proposal, and he is stated to have replied that he saw no justification 
for the declaration of such a war. (B) 

(i b) At one of these meetings it was stated that the British Government had 
offered to lend the Afghan Government 1 crore Indian rupees in return for the 
grant of better facilities to Indian traders in Afghanistan. The Afghan Govern¬ 
ment, however, had refused the offer, as it would not be in the best interests of 
Afghan traders. (B) 

(c) The reports in sub-paragraphs (a) and (b) above probably refer to the 
efforts of the Afghan Government to secure the support of religious leaders 
during the situation created by the Shami Pir incident. (B) 

5. Anti-British Propaganda. 

Reference Summar) No. 28, paragraph 10. (a) It is reported that a con¬ 

siderable number of copies of the Islah of the 11th July have been despatched for 
distribution amongst the tribes in the Southern Province and other districts 
adjacent to the frontier of India. (B) 

(b) The anti-British propaganda originally encouraged by the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment is losing its force. The people of Kabul now consider the Islah article 
of the 11th July to have been purely a political “ stunt,” but there are rumours 
to the effect that the British and Italian Governments have arrived at an under¬ 
standing, under which facilities will be given to ex-King Amanullah and his 
supporters to come to Afghanistan, (B) 

6. A bdul Majid Khan. 

King Zahir Shah, the Minister of Defence and the Court Minister are stated 
to dislike the schemes put forward by Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) for the 
economic development of the country, and believe that they are responsible for 
most of the present uneasiness in Afghanistan. 


(/) Extracts only printed. 
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They are also said to have received information that Abdul Majid met 
ex-King Amanullah when in Europe last year. 

The Prime Minister, however, is reported to give Abdul Majid his full 
support. (B) 

7. The Naqib of Chaharbagh. 

It is reported that the Minister of Defence and the Court Minister called 
on the Naqib of Charharbagh (W.W. 546) during the week and asked him to use 
his influence to restrain the activities of persons hostile to Government. The 
Naqib replied that he had no interest in political matters. (B) 

8. Pro-Amanullah Leaflets. 

Some leaflets said to emanate from ex-King Amanullah were found at several 
points in Kabul City during the week. (B) 

9. Afghan Consul-General in India and Propaganda. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have sent a fairly large sum of 
money to their consul-general at Simla for the purpose of carrying out propa¬ 
ganda in Indian newspapers. (B) 

10. The Minister of Defence. 

It is reported that the Minister of Defence, H.R.H. Shah Mahmud Khar 
has sold some houses and land in Kabul, and is also to sell his present residence to 
the Afghan Government for 10 lakhs Afghani rupees. The sale proceeds are 
said to have been deposited in a foreign bank. (B) 

11. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 28, paragraph 11. (a) The Minister for Foreign 

Affairs stated (A) during the week that there had been no further developments 
in Katawaz. 

(b) According to Kabul reports, the rebel sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais 
continue to snipe the forts and camps of Government troops as opportunity 

(c) Some notices are stated to have been posted on the gates of the Ghazni 
bazaar warning the public that they may be called upon to fight against the 
British, who have been the cause of the recent disturbances in Afghanistan. (B) 

Finance. 

12. Security against a Loan from a Bank. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have despatched 40,000 Russian 
gold coins to Lloyds Bank, Peshawar, about three months ago. 

The bank is then stated to have advanced 945,000 Indian rupees on the 
security of these coins to the Afghan Government. (B) 

13. Imports and Exports of Gold. 

The Afghan Government are reported to have imported 172 boxes (each 
weighing about 107 lb.) of gold from India, via Torkham, during 1937. (B) 

These are now stated to have been exported to Peshawar as follows :— 

(a) 105 to 108 boxes in three lorries between the 25th May and the 1st July, 

1938. 

(b) Two lorry loads were despatched recently in charge of Abdul Qavum 

Khan, a customs director in the Ministry of Trade. 

In reply to enquiries made by Indian customs officials at Torkham, Abdul 
Qayum admitted that these boxes contained Bokharan gold coins. (B) 

Trade. 

14. Russo-A fghan Trade. 

(a) 80,000 “ chilaks ” (13^-gallon tins) of Russian petrol have arrived at 
Mazar-i-Sharif recently. (B) 

(b) Russian trade representatives are reported to be inspecting Persian 
lambskins with a view to making purchases. (B) 
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15. Cotton Factories in Kataghan. 

The Islah of the 18th July stated that cotton-ginning and oil-extracting 
machinery has been installed in the factory at Kunduz. Work was completed 
on the 10th July. The factory is capable of ginning 960,000 seers of cotton each 
harvest, and extracting oil from 640,000 seers of cotton seed annually. (The 
seers quoted are believed to be Kabuli, i.e., a seer = 16 lb.) A cotton-ginning 
factory has been completed at Hazrat Imam Sahib and machinery is to be 
installed in the near future. 


Oil. 

16. Inland Exploration Company. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have received reports to the effect that 
the British Government were responsible for the decision of the company to cancel 
their oil concession in Afghanistan. (B) 


The Southern Province. 

18. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 28, paragraph 15. Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) 
is still at Urgun and stated to be spending money freely in order to obtain the 
support of tribal leaders for the Afghan Government. 

He has also invited the hostile Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai leaders to Urgun to 
discuss affairs with him. Allah Nawaz is said to be secretly encouraging the 
tribes of the Southern Province to give assistance to the Faqir of Ipi. (B) 

19. Alleged Bombing of A fghan Subjects by British Aircraft. 

(a) On the 19th July the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) to 
the military attache that he had just received reports from the Southern Province 
to the effect that British aircraft had bombed some Afghan subjects in Tani 
territory, Afghanistan, and, if the report proved to be true, he was afraid that 
the incident would further strain relations between the two Governments. 

The Minister was informed that, in view of the strict instructions issued to 
all R.A.F. pilots regarding the violation of the Afghan frontier, the incident as 
reported was unlikely to have occurred, but that it was possible that Afghan 
subjects who had joined the forces of the Faqir of Ipi had suffered casualties in 
British Waziristan as a result of recent military operations against the Faqir. 

(b) At an interview which His Majesty’s Minister had with the Prime 
Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs on the 20th July no mention was made 
of the incident reported in (a) above. (A) 

(c) In the course of the conversation on the 19th July, the Foreign Minister 
stated (A) that the Afghan Government had not relaxed in any way the restric¬ 
tions placed on tribesmen of the Southern Province who wished to proceed to 
Waziristan to join the Faqir of Ipi. 

The Army. 

20. Military A dvisers. 

The Turkish Ambassador at Kabul stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister on 
the 17th July that the pro-German party in Kabul had recently made efforts 
to persuade the Afghan Government to engage the services of a Gorman military 
adviser of high rank to organise the higher command in the Afghan army and 
advise on military policy and strategy generally. 

The Ambassador, on hearing of this, informed the Afghan Government that 
the appointment of such an adviser would compel the Turkish Government to 
consider seriously the withdrawal of their military mission from Afghanistan. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


Kabul , July 23, 1938. 
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[N 4269/16/97] No. 62. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received 

August 29.) 

(No. 107. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, August 2, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 30, 
dated the 30th July, 1938.P) 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 62. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 30 for the Week ending July 29, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German A ir Service. Berlin-Kabul. 

A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 5-30 p.m. on the 23rd July, 
and left for Berlin at 7 a.m. on the 26th July. (A) 

4. Outbreak of Cholera in Kabul. 

(a) The Islah of the 27th July stated that cases of cholera have occurred 
in Kabul and the surrounding district. 

The epidemic had its origin in India, and the public are advised to carry 
out the measures adopted by the Government for preventing the spread of the 
disease. 

(b) Three deaths from cholera are said to have taken place in Kabul. (B) 

6 The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 29, paragraph 11. 

According to Kabul reports the rebel sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais 
continue to hold meetings in the Gomal area to discuss their future line of 
action. 

Some of the rebel leaders are now inclined to come to terms with the 
Afghan Government, but the more inveterate rebels are stated to be strongly 
opposed to any form of settlement. (B) 


Finance. 

7. Banke Millie A fghan. 

The Islah of the 27th July announced that the Afghan National Bank 
would in future be known as the “ Banke Millie Afghan,” and the new designa¬ 
tion would be used on all cheques, letters, &c. 



Trade 

8. Persian Lambskins. 

Herr W. Breckoff, a fur dealer, stated (A) on the 22nd July that he is 
selecting four or five lorry-loads of Persian lambskins in Kabul and will take 
them to Peshawar for regrading, &c. He will then return to Kabul, where he 
expects to stay for about three months. 


P) Extracts only printed. 
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The reason for the absence of other skin and fur dealers in Kabul this 
year was due to their having given bribes to Dost Muhammad Khan (W.W. 241), 
and being, therefore, afraid to come to Afghanistan. 

9. Petrol. 

Reference Summary No. 29, paragraph 14 (a), (a) Messrs. Jaimal Singh 
and Co., contractors, have been asked to send some petrol-tank lorries to Mazar-i- 
Sharif to transport petrol to Kabul for the Petrol Company. (B) 

(b) It is stated that the Petrol Company have concluded a new agreement 
for the supply of petrol from Russia. The price of Russian petrol is said to 
have increased by approximately 2 annas Indian per gallon under the new 
agreement. (B) 


The Southern Province. 

13. The Faqir of Ipi, 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) to His Majesty’s 
Minister on the 27th July that the Faqir of Ipi had now returned to the Indian 
side of the Durand Line and that the Prime Minister had sent out agents to 
get into touch with him. 

The situation in the Southern Province was delicate, and the Afghan 
Government would be in a difficult position if they tried to remove the Faqir at 
present. 

14. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 29, paragraph 18. Allah Nawaz Khan is still at 
Urgun, where he has been joined by the Gian Mullah (W.W. 631a) and the Faqir 
of Shewa. The two latter individuals are stated to be co-operating with Allah 
Nawaz and to have been asked to visit the Faqir of Ipi with a view to persuading 
him to go to Kabul in order to discuss affairs with Afghan Ministers. (B) 

Allah Nawaz is also stated to have invited Khandan Khan, Madda Khel 
Wazir, to Urgun, but so far the invitation has not been accepted. 


The Army. 

21. Negotiations for Purchase of Mountain Artillery. 

(a) It is reported that the Afghan Government recently asked the Soviet 
Government to quote prices and give other details for the supply of ten batteries 
of mountain artillery to them. The Soviet Government replied that they could 
only supply three batteries of mountain artillery at present. (B) 

(b) The Soviet military attache at Kabul has been asked to supply urgently 
certain spares for artillery purchased by the Afghan Government from Russia 
some years ago. A list of the Afghan Government’s requirements has been sent 
by air to Russia, and a reply as to whether the spares required can be supplied 
is expected shortly. (B) 

(c) The Afghan Government are also reported to have made more enquiries 
in Germany regarding the supply of ten batteries of mountain artillery and are 
said to have received a reply to the effect that Germany could supply all 
Afganistan’s requirements in mountain artillery. (B) 


The Air Force, 

25. Italian Aircraft. 

One Romeo aircraft made a forced landing on the Sherpur aerodrome, Kabul, 
on the 25th July. The accident was due to the brakes seizing and resulted in . 
damage to the wings and other parts of the aircraft. (B) 

26. Hawker Hind A ircraft. 

Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 20. Muhammad Umar Khan, the 
pilot responsible for the accident, has been dismissed and permanently debarred 
from entering Government service. Muhammad Umar is said to have been 
responsible for causing damage to two other aircraft. (B) 
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Foreign Missions. 

29. Iranian Embassy. 

Reference Summary No. 29, paragraph 24. M. Baqir Kazimi has been 
appointed Iranian Ambassador at Kabul, vice M. A. A. Bahman relieved. 
King Zahir Shah has approved of the appointment. 

Pending the arrival of the new Ambassador M. E. K. Shayan is to act as 
Charge d’Affaires. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, July 30, 1938. 


[N 4383/16/97] No. 63. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—{Received 

September 5.) 

(No. 109. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, August 9, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 31,(‘) 
dated the 6th August, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 63. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from the Intelligence Summary No. 31 for the Week ending August 5, 

1938. 

Kabul. 

2. Civil Aviation — Kabul-Termez Service. 

(b) M. G. Bonneau, secretary, French Legation, and Mme. Bonneau left 
Kabul on the 4th August by air for Tashkent. Details of the arrival and 
departure of this Russian aircraft are not available. (B) 

(c) M. Bonneau stated (A) that the cost of a seat by the Russian air service 
between Kabul and Tashkent was 450 Afghani rupees, and between Tashkent 
and Moscow approximately £12. 

3. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

(a) A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 6-15 p.m. on 30th July, and 
left for Berlin at 5 • 45 a.m. on the 2nd August. (A) 

(b) A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 4 p.m. on the 
3rd August. (A) 

(c) The monoplane in (b) above is stated to be a special aircraft which is 
credited with having transported fourteen passengers to Kabul. The aircraft 
is to be used for demonstration purposes and for giving short flights to Afghan 
officials and other important individuals. (B) 

5. Germans in Afghan Employ. 

(a) Herr E. Panzer, engineer in Afghan employ, stated (A) on the 1st August 
that he was leaving Kabul for Germany on or about the 4th August. He has 
had constant difficulties with the Afghan Government, and M. W. Bendixsen 
and M. A. Kalinowski, Danish and Polish engineers respectively, had for some 
time been trying to secure his dismissal. Herr Panzer thought that the future 
for German employees in Afghanistan was not bright. There were now 

(I) Extracts only printed. 
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100 employees (exclusive of families) in Afghanistan, and the colony was too big 
from the point of view of the Afghan Government’s power to support it. 

Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) had been responsible for the size of the colony, as 
when in Germany he had painted glowing pictures of the opportunities for the 
employment of German technical experts in Afghanistan. Large numbers of 
Germans had therefore accepted employment, and now found that, in many cases 
owing to a lack of materials, there was no work for them and the Afghan 
Government were rather reluctant to pay them while unemployed. 

Herr Panzer stated that on his return to Germany he would press for a 
reduction in the number of Germans employed in Afghanistan and only 
recommend the retention of those Germans who were in key positions. 

The following Germans were, he said, leaving Kabul for Germany in the 
near future and would not return :— 

(i) Dr. von Segnitz : post and telegraph expert. 

(ii) Herr G. Weltring : architect. 

(iii) Herr Jungblut: commercial adviser in the Bank-i-Milli Afghan; also 
in the employ of the German Government. 

( b) Herr E. Thomas, Messrs. Siemens’s representative at Kabul, will become 
the Nazi representative when Herr Panzer returns to Germany. (B) 

6. The Ghilzai Situation in ICatwaz. 

Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 6. (a) The Afghan Minister for 

Foreign Affairs stated (A) on the 2nd August, that the hostile Sulaiman Khel 
Ghilzais were sending representatives to Urgun with a view to negotiating a 
settlement with the Afghan Government. His Government did not intend to 
utilise the services of the Faqir of Ipi during these negotiations, as they already 
had important religious leaders of their own in Urgun at present. 

(b) Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) is reported by one source to have induced 
the hostile Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai leaders to visit Urgun in order to discuss a 
settlement with the Afghan Government, but a report from a different source 
states that, though the leaders were prepared to go to Urgun, they have now 
changed their minds and refused to visit Allah Nawaz. 

Finance. 

7. Rate of Exchange. 

The “black” rate of exchange in Kabul has fallen to 440-450 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees during the week. The reason for the fall is stated 
to be nervousness amongst traders in Kabul as a result of recent movements of 
troops to the Eastern Province. (B) 



Trade. 

8. Persian Lambskins. 

Afghan and Jewish traders in Kabul are stated to have purchased fair 
numbers of Persian lambskins. These they propose to smuggle into India through 
the Jajis of Hariob, who are to be given a commission of 5 Afghani rupees per 
skin. They also propose to smuggle some skins into Russia, were they are to 
be paid cash on delivery of the skins. (B) 

The Southern Province. 

13. The Faqir of Ipi. 

Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 13. (a) The Afghan Minister for 

Foreign Affairs stated (A) during the week that the Afghan Government had not 
sent any letters to the Faqir of Ipi or been in communication with him. 

(b) According to a Kabul report, Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182), now at 
Urgun, is said to have been conducting a friendly correspondence with the Faqir 
of Ipi. (B) 

14. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 14. Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) 
is still at Urgun and, as a result of lavish entertaining, is said to have secured 
the support of many Wazir leaders. (B) 
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15. The Activities of an Intelligence A gent. 

G. M. Sher Baz Khan (W.W. 603) of the Intelligence Branch, Ministry of 
Defence, arrived in Kabul from Khost about ten days ago. He brought a number 
of Tanis and Gurbaz to Kabul with him. He was given interviews by 
King Zahir Shah, the Prime Minister and the Minister of Defence. The King 
is said to have given him a reward of 1,500 Afghani rupees. On the 28th July, 
G. M. Sher Baz was sent back to Khost, and is stated to have been issued with 
instructions to give out that relations between the British and Afghan Govern¬ 
ments were strained, and that he was not to prevent Afghan tribesmen from 
proceeding to Waziristan to join the Faqir of Ipi, providing they did not do so 
in large numbers or carry banners. Sher Baz is said to have met the Faqir of Ipi 
on one occasion and to have offered him assistance. (B) 


Kabul, August 6, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 


[N 4491/16/97] No. 64. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received 

September 12.) 

(No. 113. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, August 15, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this Legation, No. 32, dated 
the 13th August, 1938.(*) 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 64. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 32 for the Week ending August 12, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

(a) A Luft-Hansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 6 p.m. on the 6th August, 
and left for Berlin at 5 a.m. on the 10th August. (B) 

(b) Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 3 (b) and (e). The Luft-Hansa 
monoplane which arrived on the 3rd August left for Berlin at 6 a.m. on the 
11th August. This monoplane was not the special aircraft which was expected 
to arrive for demonstration purposes. The demonstration aircraft is now 
expected to reach Kabul within the next few days. (B) 

3. Saadabad Pact. 

Reference Summary No. 16, paragraph 11. The Islah of the 7th August 
announced that on the 25th June, 1938, ratified copies of the Saadabad Pact 
were handed to the Iranian Minister for Foreign Affairs at Tehran by the 
Turkish Ambassador, the Iraqi Minister and the Afghan Charge d’Affaires. 

4. Treaty of Friendship between Afghanistan and Czechoslovakia. 

Reference Summary No. 45 of 1937, paragraph 12. The Islah of the 
8th August stated that ratified copies of the Treaty of Friendship between 
Afghanistan and Czechoslovakia have been exchanged between the Governments 
concerned. 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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6. Anti-Cliolera Measures. 

The Islah of the 7th August announced that a quarantine station has been 
established at Shahjui, on the Kabul-Kandahar road. A medical officer and 
facilities for inoculation have been provided (Summary No. 30, paragraph 4). 

8. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 6. (a) The Afghan Minister for 

Foreign Affairs stated (A) on the 9th August that representatives of the hostile 
Sulaiman Khel were still at Urgun. No settlement had been reached, but 
negotiations were proceeding. 

(b) Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) is reported to have arrived in Kabul on 
the 7th July, and, after an interview with the Minister of Defence, returned to 
Urgun on the 8th July. He is said to have succeeded in inducing some thirty 
representatives of the hostile sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais to visit him at 
Urgun. During the lengthy negotiations which ensued he is stated to have asked 
them to surrender all captured Government rifles and to provide hostages. The 
Sulaiman Khel representatives agreed to give up the rifles, but refused to provide 
hostages, though they were prepared to send some of their sons to Kabul for 
education. (B) 

They also asked for certain written assurances from the Minister of Defence. 
It is believed that the visit of Allah Nawaz to Kabul was connected with 
obtaining these assurances. 

Allah Nawaz is now reported to have proceeded to the Gomal area, and is 
said to have given out that any tribesmen who can prove that they rendered 
assistance to the Afghan Government during the revolution in 1929-30 and have 
so far not received any reward will have their case represented. (B) 


Finance. 

9. A fglian Currency in India. 

It is understood that the Afghan Government have issued instructions to 
the branches of the Banke Millie Afghan at Peshawar and Chaman that they 
are to accept all Afghan currency handed in to them between the 10th and 25th 
August, and to issue exchange drafts on Kabul, in the name of the traders 
concerned or their representatives, which will enable them to purchase Afghan 
goods, up to the value of the currency handed in, for export to India before the 
25th December, 1938. These instructions will give Indian traders an opportunity 
of disposing of their Afghan currency, the import of which into Afghanistan 
was forbidden under a law recently promulgated. (A) 


Trade. 

10. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 8. Herr W. Breckoff stated (A) on 
the 4th August that his firm had sent him to Kabul to buy a limited number of 
skins, more with a view to preserving their connexion with the Afghan market 
than making a profit. 

He had therefore purchased 15,000 skins and had intended to stay on in 
Kabul and purchase similar small parcels of skins. 

On the 3rd August Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) had told him that no more skins 
would be sold at the existing rates, as he considered that the Persian lambskin 
market would show an increase of about 25 per cent, over present prices in the 
near future. Herr Breckoff explained that the prices paid for skins by him were 
generous in view of the fact that South-West African lambskins have recently 
ousted Afghan skins from the world markets and Russian skins were being 
unloaded in large quantities at 10 per cent, below current rates. In view of 
Abdul Majid’s attitude, he expects that his firm will recall him from Kabul 
Herr Breckoff went on to say that producers and traders in Persian lambskins 
were discontented and bitterly opposed to the Afghan Government’s trade policy. 
The Ashami Company and its branch concerns had been unable to purchase the 
whole of this year’s crop, and had therefore allowed certain private traders to 
buy small parcels of 5,000 skins for sale by private treaty. Abdul Majid had 
now cancelled this concession and these traders were not allowed to show, or 







sell to him, the skins they had purchased. Abdul Majid is now pressing these 
traders to sell their skins to the Ashami Company at a price considerably less 
than they had paid for them. 

Oil. 

11. Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 25, paragraph 12. The company has closed its 
office in Kabul, and the unsold portion of its equipment and stores have been 
handed over to Mr. Rustomji Dubash for disposal. (B) 

Mr. E. G. Clapp, Mr. E. G. Clapp and Mr. R. Vivian, representatives of the 
company, left Kabul on the 8th August for the United States. 

The Eastern Province. 

12. The Mohmands. 

Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 9. (a) The Afghan Minister for 

Foreign Affairs stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister on the 9th August that 
the Mohmand situation was causing some anxiety. The Mohmands are objecting 
to the Government’s decision to construct a fort on the left bank of the Kunar 
River near Kunar (map 38/J.D. 2). The Afghan Government were also 
demanding the return of rifles looted by the Mohmands from the police. 

The Khoga Khel Mohmands were recalcitrant and threatened to give trouble 
to the Government. They had also given out that, rather than submit to the 
Afghan Government, they would migrate into the Peshawar district of India. 

The Southern Province. 

14. The Faqir of Ipi. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 13. The Afghan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs stated (A) to His Majesty’s Minister on the 10th August that 
the Afghan Government were doing everything possible to keep the Faqir of Ipi 
out of Afghan territory, so that the responsibility for disposing of him would 
not devolve on them. 

( b) The Faqir of Ipi is stated to have sent letters to the Mohmands and the 
hostile sections of Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, warning them that their actions are 
having a weakening effect on Muslim solidarity. He has also sent letters to the 
Afghan Prime Minister and Minister of Defence expressing his friendly attitude 
towards them. 

The Gian Mullah (W.W. 631a) and Haji Mohibullah of Bak, who have been 
assisting Allah Nawaz Khan in his negotiations with the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais 
at Urgun, have, however, sent letters to the Afghan Government stating that the 
Faqir of Ipi should not be trusted, as, though he outwardly expresses his friendly 
feelings towards the Afghan Government, in reality his plans are directed against 
them. (B) 

The Air Force. 

24. Expenditure of Petrol. 

Military aircraft are stated to have expended 36,000 gallons of petrol during 
the last four months. The Minister of Defence is said to suspect that misappro¬ 
priation of petrol has occurred and wishes to appoint a committee to check 
expenditure. (B) 

25. Reconnaissance Flight. 

Four Hind aircraft left Kabul at 8 a.m. on the 12th August for Ghazni and 
Katawaz. They returned at 5 • 30 p.m. on the same day. It is believed that they 
visited Urgun or Wazi Khwa and carried out a reconnaissance in these areas. (B) 

26. Landing Grounds. 

The landing ground at Jalalabad is being hurriedly repaired and made fit 
for use by military aircraft. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, August 13, 1938. 












[N 4604/16/97] No. 65 . 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received September 19.) 
(No. 118. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul. August 22, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 33, dated 
the 20th August, 1938.(') 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 65. 


(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. S3 for the Week ending August 19, 1938. 

Kabul. 

2. German Air Service — Berlin-Iiabul 

(a) A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 6-30 p.m. on the 
13th August and left for Berlin at 5-30 a.m. on the 16th August. (A) 

( b ) Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 2 (b). The demonstration 
Lufthansa aircraft has not yet arrived in Kabul. (A) 

5. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 8 ( b). (a) Allah Nawaz Khan 

(W.W. 182) is reported to have obtained the written assurances required by the 
hostile Ghilzai leaders from the Minister of Defence. He also obtained 
authority for the grant of honorary military rank to a few individuals who had 
assisted him during his negotiations at Urgun. (B) 

Meanwhile, F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 5), G.O.C. Ghazni, and N.S. Slier 
Ahmad Khan (W.W. 602) are reported to be jealous of any success Allah Nawaz 
has had in dealing with the hostile Sulaiman Ivhel Ghilzais and to have been 
carrying out vigorous propaganda with a view to defeating his attempts to effect 
a settlement. They are said to dislike the selection of an Indian by the Afghan 
Government to carry out this task. Allah Nawaz is now stated to have failed to 
obtain a settlement and to have left the Gomal area. (B). 

( b ) The hostile Sulaiman Khel leaders are said to have informed Allah 
Nawaz that they would not accompany him to Kabul unless he left one Wazir 
leader with them as a hostage for every Sulaiman Khel leader who proceeded to 
Kabul. As Allah Nawaz’s instructions did not cover this request, the negotiations 
broke down. (B) 

(c) When the hostile Sulaiman Khel leaders were induced to visit Allah 
Nawaz at Urgun every effort was made to despatch them to Kabul, but Wazir, 
Zadran and Kharoti leaders who had deposited some eighty rifles as security for 
the safety of the Sulaiman Khel leaders informed Allah Nawaz that they could 
not agree to the despatch of Sulaiman Khel leaders to Kabul. (B) 

(d) It is stated that during the above negotiations the Afghan Government 
had commenced the withdrawal of some of their troops from the Gomal and 
Katawaz areas, but when the news spread that no settlement had been reached 
minor fighting between the rebels and Government troops broke out in the Gomal 
area on the 12th and 13th August. The troops are now stated to have been sent 
back to occupy their original positions. (B) 

(e) Two Hawker Hind aircraft left Kabul at 4-30 a.m. on the 14th and 
15th August and are said to have visited Ghazni, Wazi Khwa and the Urgun and 
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Gomal areas. On the 14th August the aircraft are stated to have co-operated 
with Government troops against the rebel Sulaiman Khel and to have fired about 
400 rounds and dropped some bombs. Between the 16th and 19th August two 
Hind aircraft are reported to have visited Wazi Khwa daily and taken air action 
against Sulaiman Khel in the area. (B) 

(/) Wazir militia and tribal levies who proceeded to the Gomal area with 
Allah Nawaz are reported to have returned to Urgun and to have been paid a 
special reward of 5 Afghani rupees per man. (B) 

Finance. 

6. Banke Millie Afghan. 

Reference Summary No. 40 of 1937, paragraph 4. The Iqtisad for May and 
June 1938 announced that the net profit of the Banke Millie Afghan for the year 
ending the 20th March, 1937, was 19,288,245 Afghani rupees. The authorised 
capital of the bank on that date was 35 million Afghani rupees, of which 
27,390,000 rupees had been issued, and shares to the value of 7,610,000 rupees 
remained unsold. 

7. Foreign Exchange. 

The unofficial rate of exchange ruling in the Kabul bazaar on the 
18th August was 450 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

Trade. 

8. Sugar Factories. 

The Islah of the 16th August announced that representatives of 
Messrs. Skoda have selected land in the Baghlan district of the Kataghan 
Province for the cultivation of sugar-beet and a site for a sugar factory. The 
foundation-stone of a sugar factory was laid at Baghlan (Map 37/D. C. 4) on the 
3rd August, 1938. 

9. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 10. (a) The Ashami Company is 

reported to have sold 45,000 first-quality skins in London during the last week. 
The price at which they were sold is said to have been £1 8s. per skin. (B) 

(6) This year’s crop of Persian lambskins is estimated to be 800,000 skins, as 
compared with 1,200,000 to 1,400,000 in the last year or two. The smuggling of 
skins to Russia and India is stated to account partially for the reduction in the 
estimate of this year’s crop. (B) 

( c) The Ministry of Trade is reported to have decided to change the method 
of taxing Persian lambskins. Formerly, all skins exported were valued at 
55 Afghani rupees for taxation purposes and a tax of 15 per cent, levied. This 
tax is now to be charged on the actual prices obtained for the skins. The reason 
for the change is said to be that the Afghan Government wish to increase their 
revenue from this source. (B) 

Foreign Affairs. 

14. Communique issued by the Russian Embassy. 

The Islah of the 14th August published a communique issued by the Soviet 
Embassy, Kabul, to the effect that, as a result of an agreement between the two 
Governments, military operations between the Soviet Union and Japan on the 
Russian-Manchukuo frontier ended at 1-30 p.m. on the 11th August. 

15. A fghan Press and the Situation in Palestine. 

The A nis of the 27th July published a lengthy resume of the situation in 
Palestine, which ended by stating that the existing situation has aroused feeling 
not only in Arabia, but in all Eastern countries, and, according to recent 
rumours, a joint representation against the repressive policy of the British 
Government in Palestine will be made by Eastern countries at the next annual 
session of the League of Nations. 
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The Army. 


16. K.M. Muhammad Arif Khan and Purchase of War Material in Germany. 

Reference Summary No. 13, paragraph 21. K.M. Muhammad Arif Khan, 
Director of Military Training (designate), arrived in Kabul by air from Berlin 
on the 13th August. He has been given interviews by the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence and granted an audience by King Zahir Shah. The 
Minister of Defence is reported to be exceptionally pleased with the services of 
K.M. Muhammad Arif in connexion with the purchase of war material in 
Germany. Muhammad Arif is to return to Germany by air shortly. (B) 


Kabul, August 20, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 4730/16/97] No. 66. 

Major Macann to Viscount Halifax.—(Received September 26.) 

(No. 121. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, August 29, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit, for your Lordship’s information, a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 34, 
dated the 27th August, 1938.( l ) 

2. I have no comments to oiler. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 66. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Stimmary No. 34 for the Week ending August 26, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German A ir Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 6 p.m. on the 20th August and 
left for Berlin at 5 a.m. on the 23rd August. (A) 

4. Ministry of Education. 

A conference is being held in the Ministry of Education to discuss plans for 
the extension of education throughout the country. Provincial Directors of 
Education and other officials in the Ministry of Education are attending the 
conference. (B) 

5. Outbreak of Cholera. 

(а) Measures to control the outbreak of cholera in the vicinity of Kabul are 

stated to have been effective. (Summary No. 32, paragraph 6.) (B) 

(б) Some 300 to 400 cases of cholera are said to have occurred in Northern 
Afghanistan. Steps have been taken to combat the spread of the disease, and 
a number of medical officers have left Kabul for the affected areas. (B) 

6. S. Muhammad Umar Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 9. S. Muhammad Umar Khan is 
again reported to be living in Tirah. (B) 

( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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7. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 33, paragraph 5. (a) The Afghan Prime Minister 
stated (A) on the 23rd August that the Afghan Government’s negotiations for a 
settlement with the hostile Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais had not actually broken down. 

The present position was that a large number had surrendered, handed back 
rifles and provided hostages. A few were still holding out, amongst whom were 
Malik Yaro and Ghulam Haider. These individuals had agreed to return 
Government rifles and to give hostages or rifles in lieu, but they refused to come 
in person to Kabul to make a formal submission. Discussions on the various 
points of disagreement were in progress. 

(b) According to Kabul reports Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182) has failed to effect 
a complete settlement with the Sulaiman Khel. Government troops are therefore 
expected to remain in their present positions in Katawaz until the Ghilzais 
commence their migration to India for the winter. (B) 

Finance. 

8. General Financial Situation. 

Herr E. Schmidt, German Charge d’Affaires, stated (A) on the 21st August 
that, according to reports received by him, the financial and economic position 
of the Afghan Government would be critical during the ensuing two months. 
Members of the staff of the French and Italian Legations at Kabul have recently 
made similar statements to officers of this Legation. 

Trade. 

10. Persian Lambskins. 

Reference Summary No. 33, paragraph 9. (a) The Afghan Prime Minister 
stated (A) on the 23rd August that this year’s crop of Persian lambskins would 
be fair, but that he did not know as yet what the market prices for these skins 
would be. The Afghan Government had arranged to keep their flocks of 
Qaraquli sheep as far south as possible during the spring and early summer with 
a view to preserving the grazing at lower altitudes in Northern Afghanistan for 
the autumn and winter months and so preventing any movement of the sheep to 
Russia. As a result of these measures the Russians were buying sheep from 
Afghanistan for mutton for their troops and, in view of the low prices obtainable 
for Persian lambskins, the Afghan Government had arranged to dispose of 
100,000 sheep as mutton at a better price per head than they were able to obtain 
for skins. 

(b) The Ashami Company’s representative in London is reported to have 
sold 25,000 Persian lambskins at 15s. per skin. The skins arc said to have been 
fourth grade and from last year’s crop. (B) 

The Eastern Province. 

12. The Shinwaris and Muhammed A fzal Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 31, paragraph 11. (a) The Afghan Prime Minister 
stated (A) on the 23rd August that he regarded Muhammad Afzal Khan 
(W.W. 138a) as a potential source of danger to peace on the Indo-Afghan frontier 
and to the friendly relations existing between the Indian and Afghan 
Governments. The Afghan Government Avere prepared to allow him to return to 
Afghanistan, provided he agreed to reside in some area acceptable to the 
Government, but he would not be allowed to live in the Eastern Province. 

(b) Muhammad Afzal Khan is reported to be carrying out propaganda 
against the Afghan Government in Tirah. Said Almar (W.W. 542) is stated to 
be making great efforts to secure the surrender of Muhammad Afzal or induce 
him to return to Afghanistan. (B) 

The Southern Province. 

13. The Faqir of Ipi. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 14. (a) The Afghan Prime Minister 
stated (A) on the 23rd August that the Faqir of Ipi had recently reached a point 
close to the Indo-Afghan frontier. A message had been sent to him from Urgun 
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informing him that he could enter Afghanistan if he wished to do so, but only on 
terms of unconditional surrender to the Afghan Government. The Faqir had 
then moved down towards Musa Nika, keeping on the Indian side of the frontier. 

(b) The Faqir of Ipi is said to be encouraging Mehr Dil, the Khattak outlaw, 
lo continue his raids in the Bannu area. The Faqir continues to adopt a friendly 
attitude towards the Afghan Government, but in some circles it is believed that 
he is secretly working on behalf of ex-King Amanullah. He is in touch with 
Pak (W.W. 104), and Pak is said to have an unknown youth with him who is a 
protege of the Faqir of Ipi. This youth is stated to be a relative of ex-King 
Amanullah, who is concealing his identity until various tribal leaders have assured 
him of their support. The youth has given out that ex-King Amanullah is not 
keen on returning to Afghanistan unless bloodshed can be avoided, but would 
return if the present ruling family could be removed without loss of life. (B) 


The Army. 

16. Despatch of Military Students to Turkey. 

Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 18. Fifteen junior army officers left 
Kabul for India during the week. They are proceeding to Turkey for military 
training. (B) 

17. KM. Muhammad Arif Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 33, paragraph 16. K.M. Muhammad Arif Khan left 
Kabul for Germany by air on the 23rd August. He has been awarded the Order 
of the Star by Zahir Shah. (B) 


The Am Force. 

18. Afghan Aviation Students in India. 

The Commandant of the Afghan air force informed the military attache 
during the week that he hoped to be able to obtain permission from his Govern¬ 
ment to visit Karachi at the end of September, or the beginning of October, in 
order to see what progress the aviation students were making. He said that from 
what he had heard from various sources, the students were making good progress, 
and both he and his Government were very grateful to the Royal Air Force for the 
very thorough nature of the instruction given. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 
Military Attache. 

Kabul, August 27, 1938. 


[N 4826/16/97] No. 67 

Major Macann to Viscount Halifax.—[Received October 3.) 

(No. 122. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, September 6, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 35,( l ) 
dated the 3rd September, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

A. MACANN. 


M 3 
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( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 67. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 35 for the Week ending 
September 2, 1938. 

Kabul. 

6. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 7. (a) The Islah of the 27th August 
announced that Yaru, one of the leading hostile Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, had 
surrendered to F.M. Abdul Ahad Khan (W.W. 5) at Wazi Khwa and arrived in 
Kabul on the 25th August to make his formal submission to the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment. A number of other hostile Sulaiman Khel leaders, as well as some who are 
well disposed towards the Afghan Government, have also arrived in Kabul. 

Note. —No mention was made in this announcement regarding Ghulam 
Haider, one of the principal hostile Ghilzai leaders, and it is presumed 
that he has not yet made his submission. 

(6) The Sulaiman Khel Ghilzai leaders who have arrived in Kabul are being 
treated as State guests. Government officials are giving out that the hostile 
Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais have accepted the Government’s terms for a settle¬ 
ment. (B) 

Finance. 

7. Foreign Exchange. 

The unofficial rate of exchange in the Kabul bazaar is now 460 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 


Trade. 

8. Formation of the Afghanistan Motor Company. 

The motor branch of the Ashami Company has been abolished, and a 
company to be called the Afghanistan Motor Company has been formed, with 
Ghulam Rasul Khan as its managing director. The Bank Millie Afghan will 
continue to act as the bankers of the new company. (B) 


Oil. 

9. Inland Exploration Company. 

Reference Summary No. 32, paragraph 11. The Islah of the 30th August 
announced that the Inland Exploration Company has cancelled its concession for 
the exploitation of the oil resources of Afghanistan under article 18 ( b) of the 
agreement between the company and the Afghan Government. Unfavourable 
economic and political conditions throughout the world are given as the reason 
for giving up the concession. The company is to provide the Afghan Government 
with copies of all reports on the results of their investigations in Afghanistan. 
The National Assembly, the Council of Nobles and King Zahir Shah have 
approved the cancellation of the concession. The Afghan Government hope to 
develop the oil resources of the country when further geological surveys have 
definitely proved the existence of oil in commercial quantities. 


The Southern Province. 

11. Primary Schools. 

The Director of Education in the Southern Province, Ali Jan Khan, Sabri, 
was given interviews by the Prime Minister and the Ministers of Defence and 
Education during the week. It is stated that the Prime Minister has sanctioned 
the establishment of twenty-five more primary schools in the Southern Province. 
There are only ten primary schools in the province at present. In order to 
encourage the spread of education, the grant of cash allowances to students is 
under consideration. (B) 






The Army. 


12. Despatch of Military Students to Turkey. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 16. (a) It is now understood that 
only fourteen of these students left Kabul for Turkey last week. One more 
student, T.M. Muhammad Yakub Khan, is reported to have left for India 
en route to Turkey for military training during the week. 

(b) The above students will remain in Turkey for about six years and are 
to receive training in staff duties, as well as instruction in the duties of the arm 
to which they belong. While in Turkey they are to be given Turkish rates of 
pay according to their particular rank, and their Afghan pay is to be given to 
their dependants in Afghanistan. (B) 

14. Parade of the Kabul Garrison. 

On the 30th August the Minister of Defence held a parade of the Kabul 
garrison on the Chaman-i-Hazuri. All available trained troops in Kabul 
attended the parade. It is believed that the parade was held to celebrate the 
submission of the hostile Ghilzais and the Khoga Khel Mohmands to the Afghan 
Government. The Minister of Defence delivered a short speech, in which he 
expressed the Government’s appreciation of the services rendered by the army 
during the recent disturbances. Six Hawker Hind, four Romeo and two Breda 
aircraft flew past in formation at the conclusion of the parade. (B) 


Kabul, September 3, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 



[N 4936/16/97] No. 68. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—{Received October 10.) 
(No. 124.) 

My Lord, Kabul , September 13, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 36, dated 
the 9th September, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 68. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 36 for the Week ending 
September 9, 1938. 

Kabul. 

5. The Shami Pir. 

Reference Summary No. 27, paragraph 13 {b). M. G. Barbier, the French 
Minister at Kabul, stated (A) on the 6th September that the Afghan Government 
had asked his Government to punish the Shami Pir, who was now in Damascus. 
He thought it would be difficult for his Government to accede to this request, as 
the Pir had not committed any offence in French territory, but it might be possible 
to keep him under surveillance. 
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7. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 6. (a) The Afghan Minister for 

Foreign Affairs stated (A) on the 3rd September that Ghulam Haider, one of the 
hostile Sulaiman Khel leaders, was waiting to see what treatment the Afghan 
Government would mete out to Yaru and other hostile leaders before making his 
submission. The Afghan Government were imposing reasonable terms, and he 
had little doubt that Ghulam Haider would accept their terms when Yaru had 
returned to Katawaz. 

(b) Yaru and other hostile Sulaiman Khel leaders are reported to have 

attended the parade of the Kabul garrison held on the 30th August (Summary 
No. 35, paragraph 14). One of the objects of the parade was to show these 
leaders that the Afghan Government had troops available in Kabul as well as in 
Katawaz. (B) . . 

(c) Yaru and his associates were produced before King Zahir Shah recently. 
They wore white cloth around their necks as a token of their submission. The 
King, in a short speech, attributed their recent activities against the Government 
to a lack of education. Yaru and the other leaders are reported to have been 
paid considerable sums of money by the Afghan Government and given permission 
to return to their homes in Katawaz. (B) 

(d) It is stated in Kabul that one hostile Sulaiman Khel leader is continuing 
his hostile activities against the Government in Katawaz. (B) 

(e) Two Hawker Hind aircraft left Kabul early on the 8th September and, 
after carrying out a reconnaissance in Katawaz, returned to Kabul in the 
evening. (B) 

The Eastern Province. 

8. The Mohmands. 

( b ) All extra troops drafted to the Kunar area to deal with the Mohmand 

disturbances are reported to have been withdrawn to J alalabad (Summary No. 34, 
paragraph 11 ( c )). (B) 

(c) The situation in the Kunar valley is now stated to be normal. Other 
Mohmand leaders are said to be jealous regarding the success achieved by Yusaf 
Khan (WAV. 684a) in concluding a settlement between the Afghan Government 
and the Khoga Khel Mohmands (Summary No. 34, paragraph 11 (b) ). (B) 

9. Muhammad Afzal Khan. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 12. Afghan officials are continuing 
their efforts to obtain the surrender of Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138a), but 
without success. Muhammad Afzal is stated to have secured the sympathy of 
the “ Sarishta” party in Tirah. (B) 

The Army. 

14. Supply of War Material by Germany. 

It is understood that twenty motor lorries conveying small-arms ammunition 
and other war material for the Afghan Government which has been supplied by 
Germany left Peshawar on the 5th September for Kabul. (A) 

The Air Force. 

19. Italian Aircraft. 

Two more Romeo aircraft are reported to have made forced landings on the 
Sherpur aerodrome between the 30th August and the 6th September. One 
aircraft was piloted by an Italian instructor and the other by an Afghan pilot. 
The wings of the first aircraft were damaged and will have to be replaced, and 
the second aircraft is said to have been so seriously damaged that repairs may 
not be possible. (B) 

Foreign Missions. 

21. Iranian Embassy. 

Reference Summary No. 30, paragraph 29. Agha Baqir Kazimi, the newly- 
appointed Iranian Ambassador, arrived in Kabul on the 2nd September. (A) 
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26. Swiss. 


Individuals. 


(а) M. Laurenz Keel, merchant, left Kabul for India on the 4th September. 
He is to visit Srinagar and Calcutta. (B) 

(б) He stated (A) that he was not very hopeful about trade prospects in 
Afghanistan, as wool was the only reasonable article that he could export in 
exchange for his goods, and it was not possible to import unwashed wool into 
Switzerland. 


Kabul, September 10, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 5088/16/97] No. 69. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received October 18.) 
(No. 130. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, September 24, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation No. 37,( l ) 
dated the 17th September, 1938. 

2. Paragraph 4.—I am commenting by separate despatch on these appoint¬ 
ments. 

3. Paragraph 14 ( b ).—On my recent visit to India I discussed the question 
of the disposal of Muhammad Afzal with the Political Agent, IChyber, and the 
Government of India. On my return to Kabul I informed the Prime Minister 
that Firqa Mishar Abdullah Khan had been interfering across the Durand line 
in his efforts to secure the return of Muhammad Afzal, and asked that his 
activities should be stopped. The Prime Minister agreed to leave Muhammad 
Afzal alone for the present. 

4. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 69. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 37 for the Week ending 
September 16, 1938. 

Kabul. 

4. Changes of A ppointment. 

(a) It is reported that Ali Muhammad Khan (W.W. 179), Afghan Minister 
in London, is to be appointed Minister for Foreign Affairs, vice Faiz Muhammad 
Khan (W.W. 243), who is to be appointed Afghan Ambassador at Angora. (B) 

(b) The Islah of the 15th September published the following changes of 
appointment. 

(i) Abdul Hussain Khan (W.W. 47) to be Minister of Public Works. 

(ii) Abdul Majid Khan (W.W. 73) to be Minister of Commerce, vice 

Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450). 

(iii) Muhammad Khan (W.W. 450) to be Revenue Minister. 

(iv) Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. 89) to be assistant to the Prime Minister, with 

the status and pay of a Cabinet Minister. 

(c) It is rumoured that Abdus Samad Khan (W.W. 118) will be appointed 
Afghan Minister in London, and that Sultan Ahmad Khan (W.W. 624) will be 
appointed Afghan Ambassador at Moscow. (C) 


( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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5. Ministry of Education. 

A new section to deal with health, sports and games has been formed in the 
Ministry of Education. Faruq Shah Khan, late Director of Animal Husbandry, 
has been appointed director of this section. (A) 

6. Donations by the Prime Minister. 

According to the Islah of the 14th September, His Royal Highness the Prime 
Minister has given donations of 30,000 Afghani rupees from his private purse 
to the Ministries of Health, Education and Defence. These donations are to be 
used to effect improvements in matters under the control of the respective 
Ministries. 

7. Despatch of Afghan Students A broad. 

The Islah of the 11th and the 13th September announced the despatch of 
twenty-six students to Europe and America for higher education. They have 
been selected from various schools in Kabul, and are travelling via Herat, Iran 
and Turkey. The students were given an interview by the Prime Minister prior 
to their departure. They are proceeding to the countries given below:— 

(a) To America: Seven students, two of whom are to undergo training in 

police duties. 

(b) To England: Three students, one for training in economics and two for 

training in police duties. 

(c) To France: Eight students, one of whom is to study the manufacture 

of textiles. 

(d) To Germany: Eight students, one of whom is to study the manufacture 

of textiles, two to study economics and one to undergo training in 
police duties. 

11. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 36, paragraph 7. (a) On the 12th September the 
Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that one section of the Mahmud Khel Ghilzais 
had come to terms, but that a number of hostile Sultan Khel Ghilzais, including 
Ghulam Haider, had not yet made peace. A final message had been sent, telling 
them to come to Kabul before moving to India for the winter. 

(b) Yaru, the hostile Sulaiman Khel leader, is stated to have been given the 
honorary rank of Firqa Mishar on concluding a settlement with the Afghan 
Government. Fateh Khan (W.W. 247) is also stated to have been given the 
honorary rank of Naib Salar. (B) A few other honorary ranks are also said to 
have been awarded by the Afghan Government in the hope that this action will 
induce other hostile Sulaiman Khel leaders to come to terms with the Government. 

( c) A number of religious leaders are stated to have left Kabul for Katawaz 
during the week. They have been sent by the Afghan Government for the purpose 
of carrying out pro-Government propaganda amongst the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, 
and are said to have received handsome allowances for their services. (B) 

Finance. 

12. Foreign Exchange. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 7. The unofficial rate of exchange in 
the Kabul bazaar is now 450 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

Trade. 

13. Contract for the Supply of Petrol. 

It is understood that a contract for the supply of petrol and lubricants has 
recently been concluded between the Sugar Manufacturing Company (Shirkat-i- 
Qandsazi) and the Burmah Shell Oil Distributing Company of India (Limited). 
The terms of the contract include the following main points :— 

(a) The Shirkat agrees to take not less than 10,25,000 gallons of petrol from 
the Burmah Shell Company annually with effect from the 1st January, 
1939. For the period the 1st July to the 31st December, 1938, the 
Shirkat will take not less than 3,76,820 gallons. The Shirkat is 
entitled to purchase petrol in excess of these amounts if necessary, but 
may purchase petrol from other sources if considered advisable. (A) 
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(&) The Shirkat will be responsible for transporting the petrol from Burmah 
Shell depots at Peshawar and Chaman to Afghanistan. 

(c) The petrol will be supplied from the Peshawar depot at 1-5-6 rupees per 

gallon in bulk and 1-7-6 rupees if packed in tins. From the Ghaman 
depot rates will be 1-4-6 rupees per gallon in bulk and 1-6-6 rupees 
in tins. A rebate of 1 anna per gallon will be granted to the Shirkat 
on all petrol purchased. The rebate being paid quarterly. 

( d ) The contract will remain in force from the 1st July to the 31st December, 

1938, and if neither side give notice of their desire to terminate the 
contract it will continue to remain in force from month to month 
subject to three months’ notice on either side. 

(e) The amount of Indian import or excise duty paid by the Burmah Shell 

Company to the Government of India on petrol supplied to the Shirkat 
will be refunded to the latter. 

(/) The Burmah Shell Company agrees to maintain a stock of not less than 
20,000 gallons of petrol at Peshawar and 10,000 gallons at Chaman 
for delivery to the Shirkat within twenty-four hours. 

( g) The Shirkat agrees to take 8,500 gallons of Shell motor oils during the 
period the 1st July to the 31st December, 1938, and 15,000 gallons 
annually with effect from the 1st January, 1939. The oils will 
be supplied at list prices on the date of despatch, less a discount of 
25 per cent, for cash, and a rebate of the import duty charged 
at Indian ports. 


The Eastern Province. 

14. The Shinwari and Mohmand Situation. 

(a) The Afghan Government have despatched a number of religious leaders 
to the Eastern Province for the purpose of carrying out propaganda in their 
favour amongst the Mohmands and Shinwaris. These leaders are being well paid 
for their services. (B) 

( b) F.M. Abdullah Khan (W.W. 68) arrived in Kabul during the week. 
The object of his visit is stated to be in connexion with the issue of fresh 
instructions by the Afghan Government for securing the return of Muhammad 
Afzal, Shinwari (W.W. 138a) from Tirah. (B) 

The Southern Province. 

15. The Faqir of Iyi. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 13. (a) On the 12th September the 

Afghan Prime Minister stated (A) that he had three separate sources of infor¬ 
mation regarding the recent movements of the Faqir of Ipi. After checking, 
these showed that on or about the 20th August the Faqir arrived at Margha (map 
38/H, W 44) with a following of British Wazirs, and was joined by a number 
of local Afghans. There were no Afghan troops nearer than Urgun and no means 
of getting to Margha without fighting. Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) there¬ 
fore sent Naib Salar Zar Khan (W.W. 695) and Nasrullah Jan to Margha the 
following day to invite the Faqir to surrender and come to Kabul, or, alternatively, 
to leave Afghanistan. The Faqir chose the latter course, and proceeded to Musa 
Nika, on the Indian side of the frontier. He had not so far recrossed the frontier. 
Reports that Afghan officials had given assistance to the Faqir were false. Later 
Musa Nika had been destroyed by air action, and the Faqir had moved north 
towards the Shawal area. The Prime Minister thought that the Faqir’s influence 
amongst the tribesmen was largely due to their fear that if they failed to support 
or assist him the Faqir would lay a curse on them. 

( b ) Ali Jan Khan Sabri, Director of Education in the Southern Province, is 
stated to have informed the Prime Minister during the week that, in his opinion, 
the influence of the Faqir of Ipi amongst the tribes of the province has increased. 
The Faqir makes himself out to be a friend of the Afghan Government, but his 
activities should be most carefully watched. Ali Jan recommended that the 
Afghan Government should maintain friendly relations with the Faqir and if 
possible give him some assistance, as this would have a good effect on the tribesmen 
of the Southern Province. The Prime Minister is reported to have given the 
following reply to Ali Jan’s representations : He considered that the Faqir 
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of Ipi was a stupid man who was entirely ignorant of world conditions. 
Afghanistan was dependent on India for the import and export of goods from 
abroad, and should the Afghan Government give financial assistance to the Faqir 
to the extent of 50,000 rupees or more, the only result would be to endanger the 
existing friendly relations between the British and Afghan Governments and 
cause economic distress in Afghanistan. Even should the whole of Afghanistan 
join the Faqir in his hostilities against the British, the Faqir would lose the war, 
and this would be disastrous for Afghanistan. (B) 

16. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

It is reported that Allah Nawaz Khan (W.W. 182) has arrived in Kabul. He 
is discussing tribal and frontier affairs with the Prime Minister and Minister of 
Defence. He is expected to return to Urgun in the near future. (B) 

17. Primary Schools. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 11. The Afghan Government are 
now stated to have sanctioned an allowance of 5 Afghani rupees per month to 
newly-enrolled students of primary schools, in order to encourage the spread of 
education in the Southern Province. (B) 

Northern Afghanistan. 

18. Escape of Prisoners at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 11. Muhammad Gul Khan 
(W.W. 315a) is reported to have left Kabul for Mazar-i-Sharif to deal with the 
situation created by the attempt of prisoners to escape from the jail at Mazar-i- 
Sharif. The majority of these prisoners are stated to have been sentenced by 
Muhammad Gul Khan, whose prolonged stay in Kabul is said to have given rise 
to wild rumours in Northern Afghanistan and ultimately to the attempt to break 
out of prison. (B) 

Foreign Missions. 

21. German Legation. 

(a) The German Military Attache at Tehran is reported to have arrived in 
Kabul by air on the 3rd September. He stayed in the German Legation until the 
6th September, when he left by air for Tehran. (B) 

(b) M. G. Barbier, the French Minister at Kabul, stated (A) on the 6th 
September that an important German official had arrived in Kabul by air during 
the last week in August. This official had attended the parade of the Kabul 
garrison held by the Minister of Defence on the 30th August and left Kabul by 
the Lufthansa air service on the 6th September. 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, September 17, 1938. 


[N 5188/16/97] No. 70. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received October 24.) 
(No. 133. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 1 , 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the intelligence summary of the military attache to this legation, No. 38,(‘) dated 
the 24th September, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


(') Extracts only printed. 
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Enclosure in No. 70. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from the Intelligence Summary No. 38 for the Week ending 

September 23, 1938. 

Kabul. 

4. Changes of Appointment. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 4 (c).) It is rumoured that 
Habibullah Khan Tarzi (W.W. 325), the Afghan Minister at Tokyo, will succeed 
Abdus Samad Khan (W.W. 118) as Minister at Rome. (C) 

5. Italian Propaganda in Kabul. 

Under arrangements made by the Italian Legation, a film was shown in the 
Kabul cinema on the 19th September. Afghan civil and military officers and all 
the officers of the Afghan air force were invited to see the film, which is said to 
have been intended to display the efficiency of the Italian naval, land and air 
forces as seen by Herr Hitler when he visited Italy earlier this year. It is stated 
that the Afghan air force officers were not much impressed by the display of 
“ aerobatics ” shown, and pertinently asked how it was that Romeo aircraft could 
carry out “ aerobatics ” in Italy, whereas in Kabul they were unable to do so. (B) 

6. Hydro-Electric Scheme at Cliak Wardak. 

(Reference Summary No. 6, paragraph 9.) The Islali of the 15th September 
stated that the construction of a dam, a canal and some other work in connexion 
with the hydro-electric power station at Chak Wardak (Map 38/B, C 4) would 
be completed this year. 

7. Prohibition of Sale of Articles of Historical Value. 

The Islali of the 19th September stated that the Government intended to 
frame a law forbidding the purchase and sale by traders of articles possessing 
a national or historical importance. A notice had therefore been published by the 
Ministry of Education to the effect that such articles must be shown to tin 
Ministry of Education or their representatives in the provinces with a view to 
obtaining permission for the purchase or sale of the articles. Persons evading 
this law would be severely punished. 

8. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 11). (a) A hostile Sulaiman Khcl 
leader named Jan Baz Khan is reported to have surrendered to the Government 
and arrived in Kabul. (B) 

(b) Yaru is stated to have incurred the hostility of other sections of the 
Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais as a result of his surrender to the Government and visit 
to Kabul, and his house is said to have been burnt by them. Some fighting between 
rival factions of the Sulaiman Khel, in which both sides suffered casualties, has 
occurred in the Gomal area. 


Finance. 

9. Foreign Exchange. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 12.) The “ black ” rate of exchange 
in the Kabul bazaar is now 430 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. The rise 
is said to be due to an improvement in the prices obtainable for Afghan fruit in 
India. (B) 

Trade. 

10. Cotton. 

Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) stated (A) on the 14th September that he estimated 
that Afghanistan would have 17,000 tons of cotton available for export this year. 
Of this, 7,200 tons would be exported to Russia under the trade agreement, and 
2,000 tons were due to Germany and 1,000 tons to Italy in payment of instalments 
for the supply of war material. The balance of 6,800 tons would be divided 
between the British, Italian and Japanese markets. He estimated the British 
market’s share at from 3,000 to 5,000 tons. Russia, however, was making- 
determined efforts to capture the whole market for Afghanistan’s cotton. 
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11. Persian Lambskins. 

(Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 10.) It is reported that the Ashami 
Company has purchased only 600,000 Persian lambskins from this year’s 
crop. (B) 

12. Reaction of Kabul Traders to the Appointment of Abdid Majid as Minister 

of Commerce. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 4.) Traders of Kabul are stated to 
disapprove of the appointment of Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) as Minister of 
Commerce. They fear that he will impose further restrictions on trade with a 
view to balancing exports and imports. (B) 

13. Textile Factory at Pul-i-Khomri. 

(Reference Summary No. 44 of 1937, paragraph 7.) The work of constructing 
the factory is stated to be making slow progress, as the engineers in charge are 
slack and the labourers, largely conscripted, are lazy and inefficient. Herr A. 
Kirstein, an engineer, is reported to have kicked an Afghan labourer recently, 
causing injuries from which he died. (B) 

The Southern Province. 

15. The Faqir of Ipi. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 15.) It is reported by a source 
considered to be fairly reliable that the Faqir is receiving financial support from 
the Italians and Japanese in Afghanistan, as well as from members of the party 
of ex-King Amanullah. An Italian motor engineer named Gavani (?) is stated 
to be used as an intermediary. Gavani was employed as a motor engineer in 
Iran for about six years, and arrived in Kabul two years ago. He is said to live 
in the Shahr-i-Nau quarter of Kabul and to be employed as an engineer by the 
Petrol Company. (B) 

16. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 16.) Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182) is 
still in Kabul. He is stated to have been offered the appointment of president of 
the Banke Millie Afghan, but to have refused it on the ground that he wished 
to return to Berlin as soon os possible. (B) 

Northern Afghanistan. 

18. Escape of Prisoners at Mazar-i-Sharif. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 18.) About thirty prisoners are 
said to have escaped and taken to the hills south and south-east of Mazar-i- 
Sharif. They are stated to have secured arms, and are indulging in banditry. 
They have raided several villages, and it is believed that some time will elapse 
before they can be recaptured. The activities of these escaped prisoners are 
stated to be having an unsettling effect on the inhabitants of the Mazar-i-Sharif 
Province. (B) 

19. Troop Movements. 

(Reference Summary No. 35, paragraph 13.) It is reported that the 
26th Infantry Brigade, 2nd Division (1st of C.A.C.), under the command of 
Ghund Mishar Ghulam Rasul Khan Jadidi, will remain in Katawaz for the 
winter. Ghund Mishar Ghulam Rasul will remain in charge of the civil and 
military administration in Katawaz. All other units and formations sent to 
Katawaz to deal with the Ghilzai disturbances will, if conditions remain peaceful, 
return to their normal stations during the next four to six weeks. (B) 

Foreign Missions. 

21. Iranian Embassy. 

(Reference Summary No. 36, paragraph 21.) Agha Baqir Kazimi, the newly- 
appointed Iranian Ambassador at Kabul, presented his letters of credence to 
King Zahir Shah on the 15th September. (A) 
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22. Italian Legation. 

(a) M. M. Ungaro arrived in Kabul recently and is staying in the Italian 
Legation. (Summary No. 34 of 1937, paragraph 13.) (A) 

(b) M. P. Quaroni, the Italian Minister at Kabul, stated (A) on the 
16th September that M. Ungaro had returned to Kabul in order to supervise the 
working of the Trade Agreement concluded between Afghanistan and Italy. 
(Summary No. 27, paragraph 14.) 


Individuals. 

24. British. 

Mr. E. H. Barger and Mr. W. V. Emmanuel, archaeologists, returned to 
Kabul on the 20th September. They visited Sar-i-Pul, Mazar-i-Sharif, Kunduz, 
Khanabad, Faizabad and Jurm during their stay in Northern Afghanistan. 
(Summary No. 33, paragraph 21.) (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, September 24, 1938. 


[N 5316/16/97] No. 71. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—{Received October 31.) 
(No. 138. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 6, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy 
of the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this legation No. 39,(‘) 
dated the 1st October, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 71. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 39 for the Week ending September 30, 

1938. 

Kabul. 

3. German Air Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

(a) It is reported that Herr W. Hempel, a pilot in Afghan employ, and 
Herr Schwartz, the Lufthansa representative in Kabul, recently decided that 
in the event of a European war breaking out the Lufthansa aircraft on the 
Berlin-Kabul service should fly in one hop from Tehran to Rhodes, and thence 
via Italy to Berlin. (B) 

6. Abdur Rahim Khan. 

(Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 4 (&) (iv).) It is stated that the 
duties of Abdur Rahim Khan (W.W. 89) as Assistant Prime Minister will include 
the settlement of minor petitions or disputes, the appointment of junior officials 
and other unimportant administrative duties. In the absence of the Prime 
Minister and the Minister of Defence, however, he will preside at Cabinet 
meetings. (B) 


(') Extracts only printed. 
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7. The European Situation. 

(a) The crisis in Europe in connexion with the Sudeten German problem 
in Czechoslovakia aroused intense interest during the week amongst Afghan 
officials and foreigners residing in Kabul. All wireless broadcasts on the subject 
were keenly followed and discussed. (A) 

(b) Afghan sympathies appear in the main to be with Czechoslovakia, but 
there are a number of Afghans who have been influenced by German propaganda 
and Nazi ideals and aims. The sympathies of these are naturally with Germany. 

(B) 

(c) German members of the Nazi party in Kabul are reported to have held 
meetings during the week. Certain members of this party are stated to have 
been carrying out intense pro-German propaganda in Kabul. This propaganda 
had an anti-British and anti-Russian bias. (B) 

(d) The Minister of Commerce, Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), is stated to have 
informed Mr. L. M Moghadam, the representative of Messrs. Skoda, that in 
the event of war between Germany and Czechoslovakia he would not obtain any 
more orders for the supply of goods or munitions of war from the Afghan 
Government, and that he might close down his office. (B) 

(e) Several Germans in Afghan Government employ have been openly 
boasting during the week that should war break out between Great Britain 
and Germany it would be the end of the British Empire. The Minister of Posts 
and Telegraphs, Rahimullah Khan (W.W. 518), is also reported to have remarked 
to several foreigners that the British would probably be defeated at last. (B) 

(/) Major Simon von Eberhard, an instructor employed by the Afghan 
Government in the Senior Officers’ School, is one of the Germans who is reported 
to have been carrying out active anti-British and anti-Russian propaganda. (B) 


Finance. 

8. Foreign Exchange. 

(Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 9.) The unofficial rate of exchange 
in the Kabul bazar has risen further during the week and is now 420 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 


The Southern Province. 

9. Allah Nawaz Khan. 

(Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 16.) Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182) is 
still in Kabul, and is stated to be making preparations for his return to 
Germany. (B) 


The Army, 


12. Purchase of Machine Guns and Small Arms Ammunition. 

The Afghan Government have asked for transit facilities through India for 
1,700 machine guns and 7 million rounds of small arms ammunition. The 
consignment is stated to have left Hamburg on the 9th September and will arrive 
at Karachi on the 15th October. (A) 


16. Troojp. Movements. 

(Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 19.) It is reported that one infantry 
brigade of the Kabul garrison has returned from Urgun to Kabul. There are 
now stated to be two infantry brigades actually stationed at Urgun, i.e. :— 


(;) 


the First 36th Infantry Brigade of the 12tih Urgun Division, and 
the Third 7th Infantry Brigade of the 2nd Division (1st of C.A.C.), 
commanded by Ghund Mishar Nasrullah Khan, Wazir. (B) 


19. German Legation. 

Herr H. Pilger, the German Minister at Kabul, is reported to be due to arrive 
in Kabul from Germany, where he has been on leave, on the 1st October. He 
is travelling by the Lufthansa air service. (Summary No. 33, paragraph 19.) (B) 
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Individuals. 

21. British. 

Mr. E. H. Barger and Mr. W. V. Emmanuel, the archaeologists, left Kabul 
for India on the 29th September. (Summary No. 38, paragraph 24.) (A) 

22. German. 

(b) Herr 0. Zimmer, the commercial attache to the German consulate at 
Bombay, arrived in Kabul during the week. He visited Bamian and the hydro¬ 
electric works now under construction at Chak Wardak, and left Kabul for 
Peshawar on the 26th September. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 
Military Attache. 

Kabul , October 1, 1938. 


[N 3440/16/97] No. 72. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received November 7.) 
(No. 139. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 11, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this legation, No. 40,(') dated 
the 8th October, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 72. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 40 for the Week ending October 7, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. Appointments. 

The following appointment has been announced : Saiyid Tajuddin Khan, 
late Afghan Consul at Merv, to be Foreign Office representative in the Province 
of Herat, vice Muhammad Sadiq Khan. (A) 

4. Prisoners and Prisons in Kabul, 

A committee has been appointed to inspect the prisons in Kabul and to 
review the sentences of prisoners confined in the various jails. The president 
of the committee is the Wali of Kabul (W.W. 658), and the members include 
Ghund Mishar Tura Baz Khan (W.W. 641) and Ghund Mishar Shah Muhammad 
Khan (W.W. 577). It is stated that the committee has been given instructions 
to recommend the release of prisoners whose records are not particularly bad, and 
that other cases may be recommended for banishment to more remote districts in 
the country. (B) 

6. Visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe to Kabul. 

(a) The Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, 
K.C.I.E., C.S.I., M.V.O., arrived in Kabul by air on the 6th October. He was 
accompanied by Air Marshal Sir Philip B. Joubert de la Ferte, K.C.B., C.M.G., 
D.S.O., and Flight-Lieutenant King, R.A.F. Two “ Envoy ” aircraft were used 

( l ) Extracts only printed. 
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to convey the party from Lahore to Kabul. The time taken for the flight was 
two hours and forty minutes. (A) 

Sir Aubrey Metcalfe was met at the Sherpur aerodrome by officials of the 
Afghan Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the Afghan Consul-General in India. A 
“ guard of honour ” of 100 men from the Guards Division was mounted at the 
aerodrome. 

(b) Colonel G. B. Henderson, C.I.E., General Staff Branch, Army Head¬ 
quarters, India, arrived in Kabul on the 5th October from Peshawar. (A) 

(c) Sir Aubrey Metcalfe and Colonel G. B. Henderson are being entertained 
as the guests of the Afghan Government. Air Marshal Sir Philip B. Joubert 
de la Fertd and Flight-Lieutenant King are staying in this legation. (A) 

7. Representation regarding the Alignment of the Indo-Afghan Frontier near 
Musa Nika. 

(a) The Afghan Prime Minister recently stated (A) that Musa Nika 
(Map 38/H.W. 3202) had been almost completely destroyed as a result of British 
air action directed against the Faqir of Ipi and his adherents. The Wazir 
residents in the area nad complained to the Afghan Government on the ground 
that Musa Nika was in Afghan territory, and had asked for compensation 
amounting to several lakhs of rupees. The Afghan Government had then looked 
up their records, and found that the late Amir Abdur Rahman had never accepted 
the boundary as demarcated and that Musa Nika was actually Afghan territory, 
as the Durand Line for some distance on either side of Musa Nika had not 
followed the watershed as it should have done, but had been drawn on the Afghan 
side of the Marwati ridge so as to form a salient. 

(b) On the 14th September the Afghan Government made official represen¬ 
tations to this legation regarding the alignment of the Indo-Afghan frontier 
near Musa Nika. (A) 

(c) Abdullah Jan and a few other Wazirs who normally reside in the Musa 
Nika-Nikaband area are stated to have submitted a petition to the Prime 
Minister, stating that their houses at Musa Nika had been destroyed by British 
air action while they were detained in Kabul, and that compensation for their 
losses should be paid. The Prime Minister is reported to have replied that he 
would ask the British Government for redress. (B) 


Finance. 

8. Foreign Exchange. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 8. The “black” rate of 
exchange in the Kabul bazaar is now 430 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees. (B) 

(b) There are rumours in Kabul to the effect that the Banke Millie Afghan 
will cancel its restrictions on the purchase of foreign currency, and will at the 
same time change the official rate of exchange to 350 Afghani rupees per 
100 Indian rupees. It is possible that these rumours have been officially inspired 
in order to reassure the trading community. (C) 


Trade. 

9. Petrol. 

(а) 3,400 gallons of petrol were sent to Ghazni on the 3rd October, and 
urgent arrangements were made to despatch a further supply on the 4th October. 
Supplies of petrol have also been ordered telegraphically from Peshawar. (B) 

(б) It is believed that the petrol sent to Ghazni is required for the movement 
of troops from Katawaz to Kabul. (B) 


Agriculture. 

10. Beetroot. 

The Iqtisad of the 7th September states that the district of Baghlan 
(Map 37/D C 4) has an area of approximately 80,000 jaribs (1 jarib = -479 of 
an acre) which can be utilised for the cultivation of beetroot, and that each jarib 
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is capable of producing 9,600 lb. of beetroot. The area is irrigated by three 
main canals, named the Hingharaq, Khumaraq and Ajmer canals. Some 
improvement to the canals is necessary. The foundations of a sugar factory have 
been laid in Baghlan (Summary No. 33, paragraph 8). 


The Eastern Province. 

11. A fridis. 

It is reported that some Afridis are making preparations with a view to 
attacking the Afghan military post at Kahi in the Eastern Province. (C) 


The Southern Province. 

15. Ghund Mishar Sher Baz Khan. 

It is reported that Ghund IVlishar Sher Baz Khan (W.W. 603) arrived in 
Kabul from the Southern Province on the 29th September. After being given 
interviews by the Prime Minister and Minister of Defence, he was ordered to 
return to the Southern Province on the 2nd October. (B) 


The Army. 

20. Troop Movements. 

Some motor lorries are reported to have been sent to Katawaz for the 
purpose of transporting troops back to Kabul (Summary No. 38, para¬ 
graph 19). (B) 

21. The Military College. 

The examination of cadets in the Military College (Maktab-i-Harbiya) has 
commenced. Members of the Turkish Military Mission are conducting the 
examination. (B) 


The Air Force. 

22. Departure of Italian Personnel. 

It is reported that G. Mazzini, a pilot in Afghan employ, has been re-engaged 
for a period of one year and will not return to Italy as originally intended. 
P. Formisan, a mechanic, and G. Taurisano, a clerk, however, have left Kabul 
for Italy. The above three individuals are all stated to be employees of the 
Italian company which sold the Romeo and Breda aircraft to the Afghan 
Government, and were sent to Kabul to assemble the aircraft. The five instructors 
referred to in Summary No. 12, paragraph 23 (a), are still in Kabul. (B) 


Foreign Missions. 

23. German Legation. 

Herr H. Pilger, the German Minister, arrived in Kabul by air from Berlin 
on the 3rd October and has assumed charge of the legation (Summary No. 39. 
paragraph 19). (A) 

24. Japanese Legation. 

Mr. W. Moriya, the Japanese Minister, returned to Kabul from India on the 
27th September (Summary No. 37, paragraph 23). (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


Kabul, October 8, 1938. 








[N 3559/16/97] No. 73. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received November 14.) 
(No. 142. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , October 17, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this legation, No. 41,( 1 ) dated 
the 15th October, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

A. MACANN. 


Enclosure in No. 73. 

(Secret.) 

Intelligence Stimmary No. 41 for the Week ending October 14, 1938. 

Kabul. 

4. Visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe to Kabul. 

Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 6. (a) The Islah of the 8th October 
announced the arrival in Kabul on the 6th October of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, 
K.C.I.E., C.S.I., M.V.O., Foreign Secretary to the Government of India, and 
stated that he would be the guest of the Afghan Government during his stay. 

(b) The Islah of the 11th October stated that the Afghan Minister for 
Foreign Affairs gave a dinner on the 9th October in honour of Sir Aubrey 
Metcalfe. Certain members of the Afghan Cabinet and the heads of the various 
foreign missions at Kabul attended the dinner. The Minister for Foreign Affairs 
made a short speech, during the course of which he stated that his Government 
welcomed the visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe to Kabul, and expressed the desire of 
the Afghan Government to strengthen friendly relations with British India and 
other neighbouring countries. Sir Aubrey Metcalfe made a brief reply conveying 
his thanks to the Afghan Government for their hospitality, and stated that his 
Government were also anxious to strengthen the cordial relations existing between 
the two Governments. A reception was held after the dinner, to which leading 
Afghan civil officials, air force officers and members of the Diplomatic Corps 
and their ladies were invited. 

(c) Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, during his stay in Kabul, took the opportunity of 
discussing frankly with Afghan Ministers various political and economic 
problems of interest to the Indian and Afghan Governments. These discussions 
took place on the 10th and 11th October and lasted for six hours on each day. 
The British representatives present at these discussions were Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, 
His Majesty’s Minister and Colonel G. B. Henderson, C.I.E., General Staff 
Branch, Army Headquarters in India. The Afghan representatives consisted 
of the Prime Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Minister of Defence, 
the Minister of Education and the Minister of Commerce. (A) 

(d) The keynote of the discussions was the genuine desire of both parties to 
establish peace on the Indo-Afghan frontier and endeavour to secure future 
co-operation and mutual agreement on the various problems affecting the two 
Governments. The aims of the Government of India were explained, and after 
the general political situation had been discussed, detailed attention was given 
to problems such as the Faqir of Ipi and the Waziristan situation, the payment 
of allowances to British tribesmen by the Afghan Government, the Sulaiman Khel 
Ghilzai problem and the case of Muhammad Afzal, Shinwari (W.W. 138a). (A) 

(e) The terms offered by the Government of India to the Faqir of Ipi and 
the tribes in Waziristan were explained to the Afghan Ministers by Sir Aubrey 
Metcalfe, and the Afghan Government found no difficulty in agreeing to 


(') Extracts only printed. 
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co-operate by every means in their power to restrain their own tribes from 
participating in further hostilities in Waziristan and to exert such influence as 
they had to persuade the Faqir of Ipi to abandon his struggle with the 
British. (A) 

(/) On behalf of the Government of India Sir Aubrey Metcalfe promised to 
do everything possible to assist the Afghan Government in settling their 
differences with the Sulaiman Khel Ghilzais, either by persuading the remaining 
hostiles to submit to the Afghan Government, or, if still recalcitrant, to use such 
measures of coercion as proved possible to induce them to surrender. (A) 

(g) Sir Aubrey Metcalfe also agreed to endeavour, after consulting the 
Government of the North-West Frontier Province, to bring about the early 
removal of Muhammad Afzal, Shin war i (W.W. 138 a), from Tirah. (A) 

(h) The Afghan Ministers raised the question of the Indo-Afghan frontier 
in the neighbourhood of Musa Nika (Map 38/H, W. 3202), and Sir Aubrey 
Metcalfe agreed to recommend to the Government of India that an attempt be 
made to settle the problem by negotiation between the two Governments (Summary 
No. 40, paragraph 7). (A) 

(i) On the economic side, Sir Aubrey Metcalfe extended an invitation to 
Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), the Minister of Commerce, to visit Delhi in November 
1938. The invitation was accepted, and the opportunity was taken to discuss 
economic problems confronting the Afghan Government, with particular reference 
to the extension of the Indian railway system to points in Afghan territory in 
the vicinity of Torkham and Chaman and the request of the Afghan Government 
for a preferential reduction in freights charged for the transport of Afghan 
goods on Indian railways. (A) 

(j) The visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe and Colonel Henderson aroused 
considerable interest, particularly amongst other foreign missions at Kabul. The 
fact that Air Marshal Sir Philip B. Joubert de la Ferte arrived on a private 
visit at the same time led to wild speculation regarding the object of the visits. 
The Soviet Embassy and the German and Italian Legations suspected that these 
visits were made for the purpose of arranging for a civil air service from India 
to Kabul, or with a view to selling further British aircraft to the Afghan 
Government. (A) 

(k) Sir Aubrey Metcalfe, Air Marshal Sir Philip B. Joubert de la Ferte, 
Colonel G. B. Henderson and Flight-Lieutenant King left Kabul in the two 
Envoy aircraft at 8-45 a.m. on the 12th October for Peshawar. Afghan officials 
from the Ministry for Foreign Affairs were present at the Sherpur aerodrome to 
bid farewell to them on their departure. (A) 

5. The National Assembly. 

The Islah of the 6th October stated that King Zahir Shah gave an audience 
to members of the National Assembly on the 4th October on the termination of 
the present session of the Assembly. Members arc now proceeding to their homes. 


6. Official Opening of an Academy for the Study of Political Science. 

(a) The Islah of the 6th October announced that an academy for the study 
of political science was officially opened in October. Speeches were made by the 
Ministers for Defence and Education (Summary No. 27, paragraph 8). 

(b) The Islah of the 9th October stated that the above academy had been 
registered as a college by the Ministry of Education, and that certificates granted 
to students would be equivalent to those granted by a university. 

7. Allah Nawaz. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 9. Allah Nawaz (W.W. 182), the 
Afghan Minister at Berlin, left Kabul by air for Germany on the 5th October. (A) 


8. Afghan Consul-General in India. 

Salah-ud-Din Khan (W.W. 553), the Afghan Consul-General in India, has 
arrived in Kabul. His visit is stated to be in connexion with the visit to Kabul 
of the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India. (A) 
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12. The Ghilzai Situation in Katavoaz. 

(a) Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 8 (b). The Afghan Prime 
Minister recently stated (A) that the majority of the hostile Sulaiman Khel 
Ghilzais were now in Zarmelan (Map 38/H, B 4047) and would probably use 
this area as a base from which to carry out raids into Afghanistan. The majority 
of the hostile leaders had submitted, but a few others, including Ghulam Haider, 
were helding out, and he suggested that the coercion of the Government of India 
might be necessary to enforce their surrender. 

The Eastern Province. 

13. Muhammad A fzal, Shinwari. 

Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 14. Afghan officials in the Eastern 
Province are still occupied with the problem of how to secure the surrender of 
Muhammad Afzal (W.W. 138a) and many individuals are stated to have offered 
their services in this connexion. The Governor of the Eastern Province, however, 
is said to be adopting a cautious attitude towards these offers of assistance and 
to be leaving the solution of the problem to Said Almar (W.W. 542), who is in 
Tirah. (B) 

Foreign Affairs. 

16. The Palestine Situation. 

(a) Badran Zaidan, interpreter in the Egyptian Legation, Kabul, recently 
stated to the military attach^ that agitation against any form of partition in 
Palestine was increasing rapidly, and that Muhammadans in Egypt, Saudi 
Arabia, Iraq, Iran and Afghanistan viewed with alarm the probable establish¬ 
ment of a Jewish State in Palestine, particularly as it was generally thought that 
the Jews had British support. He considered that a partition in Palestine would 
arouse the pan-Islamic movement and lead to its activities being directed against 
the British. 

(b) The Afghan Prime Minister recently stated (A) that the Afghan 
Government might in the near future be compelled to make representations of 
some nature regarding the partition of Palestine and the establishment of a 
Jewish State, in order to show the Afghan people that they were in sympathy 
with the Arabs and supported the protection of Islamic interests. 

17. The European Situation. 

Reference Summary No. 39, paragraph 7. The peaceful solution to the 
Sudeten German problem in Czechoslovakia arrived at as a result of the Munich 
Conference has led to an abatement of the excitement created in Kabul by the 
events in Europe at the end of September. Afghan Cabinet Ministers have 
expressed their relief that a solution has been found and a European war 
averted. (A) 


The Army. 

18. Arrival of War Material. 

It is reported that thirty-six trench mortars (81-15 cm.) and a portion of 
the equipment for them have arrived in Kabul via India. These mortars were 
purchased by the Afghan Government from Messrs. Rheinmetall (Limited), 
Germany. The mortars have been inspected by the Minister of Defence and other 
staff officers at the Ministry of Defence. Some of the ammunition for these 
trench mortars is also stated to have reached Kabul. (B) 


The Air Force. 

21. Italian Aircraft. 

k Romeo aircraft is stated to have made a forced landing on the Sherpur 
aerodrome at 9-30 a.m. on the 12th October. (B) 

22. Visit of the Air Officer Commanding in India to Kabul. 

(a) Reference Summaiy No. 40, paragraph 6 (a). Air Marshal Sir Philip 
B. Joubert de la FertiJ, K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., Flight-Lieutenant King and the 





183 


military attache were entertained to tea by the commandant and officers of the 
Afghan air force at the Military Club on the 9th October. (A) 

(&) A number of Afghan air force and army officers were given flights in the 
two British Envoy aircraft on the 8th and 10th October. The ten army officers 
who were given flights had not been in the air before. His Majesty’s Minister 
and other officers of the legation, including the military attache, were also given 
flights, though the Afghan authorities were rather diffident about giving the 
military attache permission to fly over Kabul. (A) 

23. Visit of an A fghan Air Force Officer to Karachi. 

Reference Summary No. 34, paragraph 18. Toli Mishar Shirin Khan has 
been detailed to proceed to Karachi by the Minister of Defence and is stated to 
have left Kabul for India on the 13th October. He is to render a report on 
the progress made by the Afghan aviation students now under training 
by the Royal Air Force at Karachi. The Minister of Defence is reported 
to have refused the request of Firqa Mishar Muhammad Ihsan Khan, the 
commandant of the air force, that he should proceed to Karachi to see the aviation 
students at work. (B) 


Foreign Missions. 

24. Iranian Embassy. 

Agha B. Kazimi, the Iranian Ambassador, is to proceed to Chakhansur in 
a few days’ time. While there he is to visit the Helmand River and discuss with 
Afghan officials the problem of an equitable distribution of its water between 
Afghanistan and Iran. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 

Kabul, October 15, 1938. 


[N 3689/16/97] No. 74. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received November 21.) 
(No. 144. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, October 25, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this legation No. 42,(‘) dated 
the 22nd October, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(for the Minister), 

A. MAC ANN. 


(Secret.) 


Enclosure in No. 74. 


Intelligence Summary No. 42 for the Week ending October 21, 1938. 


Kabul. 


Civil Aviation. 

3. German Service — Berlin-Kabul. 

(a) A Lufthansa monoplane arrived in Kabul at 2 p.m. on the 16th October, 
and left for Berlin at 7 a.m. on the 18th October. (A) 

(b) It is reported that this service has been curtailed and that flights during 
the winter months will be fortnightly instead of weekly. Aircraft will now arrive 
in Kabul on Sundays and leave on Wednesdays. (B) 

P) Extracts only printed. 
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4. Visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe to Kabul. (Reference Summary No. 41, 
paragraph 4.) 

The Islah of the 13th October published the following communique issued by 
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs :— 

“ The Afghan Government are grateful to Sir Aubrey Metcalfe for 
paying a visit to Kabul, where they were able to discuss with him in a cordial 
manner problems concerning both Afghanistan and India. They hope that 
in future frontier tribes and tribesmen will live a peaceful life and that 
the existing difficulties will be overcome. The two Governments will do 
everything possible to co-operate in attaining this object, and the Afghan 
Government trust that the visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe will result in 
increased prosperity for the frontier tribes. An invitation was extended by 
the Government of India to Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), Minister of Commerce, 
to visit Delhi in the near future for the purpose of terminating the 
discussions on economic problems which have been in progress for some time 
between the two Governments. 

“ The Afghan Government hope that these economic problems will be 
settled amicably and that relations between the two countries will be improved 
and maintained to the satisfaction of both sides. During these discussions, 
at which His Majesty’s Minister was present, the situation in Palestine was 
mentioned. The Afghan Government pointed out that, as the friendship of 
Arabian countries was useful to Great Britain, they would like to draw the 
attention of the British Government to the existing position in Palestine, and 
hoped that a solution satisfactory to Afghanistan and other Islamic countries 
could be found. A telegram, couched in friendly terms, is therefore being 
sent by the Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs to the British Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs regarding a settlement of the Palestine problem 
and the maintenance of the independence of the Arabs residing there.” 
(Paragraph 23 of this summary.) 

5. Alignment of the Indo-Afghan Frontier near Musa Nika. (Reference 
Summary No. 40, paragraph 7.) 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs recently stated (A) that Abdul 
Hakim Khan, director of the Western Section in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs, 
had been despatched to the Musa Nika area to estimate the damage done to 
Afghan property by British aircraft. He suggested that, after the return of 
Abdul Hakim, he should make arrangements for the latter to visit the area again, 
accompanied by the oriental secretary of this legation. 

12. The Pushtu Language. 

The Afghan Government are stated to have decided to adopt the Kandahari 
method of writing Pushtu. This decision is said to have raised the old 
controversy between the exponents of the soft and hard Pushtu dialects in the 
Ministry of Education. (B) 

13. The Naqib of Chaharbagh. 

The director of the Tribal Branch recently forced the driver of a lorry 
belonging to the Naqib of Chaharbagh (W.W. 546) to take one of his agents from 
Kabul to Jalalabad. The Naqib is stated to have complained to King Zahir Shah 
and the Prime Minister by letter, on which King Zahir Shah sent his 
Chief Secretary, Nauroz Khan (W.W. 470), to the Naqib conveying his apologies 
for the occurrence. (B) 

Finance. 

14. Foreign Exchange. (Reference Summary No. 40, paragraph 8.) 

The unofficial rate of exchange in the Kabul bazar has fallen slightly and 
is now 440 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 

Trade. 

16. Persian Lambskins. 

(a) Mr. J. G. Englanoff, a representative of Messrs. Yadgaroff, fur and skin 
dealers of London, stated (A) on the 18th October that on the 17th October the 
Ashami Company had sent telegrams to their agents in Northern Afghanistan 
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cancelling the monopoly for the purchase of Persian lambskins and giving 
permission for private Afghan buyers to purchase skins direct from producers. 
This had pleased the latter, who were now able to obtain better prices for their 
produce. The Ashami Company had this year purchased approximately 900,000 
skins, including broadtails, and about 150,000 more skins were available for 
purchase. He said that the comparatively low figure for this year’s crop of skins 
was due to the fact that producers had killed fewer lambs this year. He further 
stated that he could not say whether the cancellation of the monopoly for the 
purchase of skins was temporary or permanent. 

(b) It is reported that the Ashami Company’s monopoly for the purchase of 
Persian lambskins has been cancelled for a period of four months. On the expiry 
of this period producers and traders are to meet to discuss with the Minister of 
Commerce the policy for the future. The cancellation of the monopoly is stated 
to be due to the depressed state of the world market for skins and the resultant 
discontent amongst the producers and traders in Persian lambskins. The number 
of unsold skins held by the Ashami Company in Afghanistan and countries 
abroad is said to be approximately 1,630,000. This figure is stated to include 
skins from last year’s crop which have not so far been sold. (B) 

(c) Mr. E. Simkhazadeh, representative of the Hudson Bay Company, stated 
(A) on the 21st October that he did not consider the lifting of the monopoly would 
be of any great value, as foreign buyers were still not allowed to purchase skins 
direct from producers. He estimated that the Ashami Company had bought about 
75 per cent, of this year’s crop, leaving 25 per cent, of mostly inferior skins for 
private disposal. He thought that the Ashami Company now possessed about 
500,000 skins of good quality, which would probably be sold at a price of 
approximately 30s. per skin. He is proceeding to Mazar-i-Sharif with Abdul 
Majid (W.W. 73), Minister of Commerce, on the 22nd October, and is to advise 
him on cotton production in Northern Afghanistan, as well as assist him in 
inspecting factories under construction at Pul-i-IChomri, Baghlan and Kunduz. 

Foreign Affairs. 

23. The Palestine Situation. (Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 16.) 

The Islah of the 15th October published a telegram sent by the Afghan 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs regarding the situation in Palestine. The telegram made the following 
representation:— 

“ In view of the friendship existing between Afghanistan and Great 
Britain, I beg to represent to your Excellency, on behalf of my Government, 
that we are deeply grieved and moved at the course of events in Palestine, 
and request that His Majesty’s Government should consider the legitimate 
claims of the Arabs in Palestine with a view to their retaining their historic 
interests and rule in thfit country and so satisfying Arab and Mahometan 
opinion. 

“ There is no doubt that a policy of appeasement in relation to the Arabs 
of Palestine will be of advantage to His Majesty’s Government and result 
in a strengthening of the friendship between Islamic countries and Great 
Britain in the future. ’ ’ 


The Air Force. 

28. Visit of an Afghan Air Force Officer to Karachi. (Reference Summary 

No. 41, paragraph 23.) 

Tote Miehar Shirin Khan’s departure was delayed for some days as the result 
of a suggestion by this legation that a more senior officer be sent. The Minister 
of Defence, however, stated that a senior officer could not be spared, and 
Tote Miehar Shirin Khan left Kabul for Karachi on the 20th October. (B) 

29. Discipline in the A fghan A ir Force. 

Some officer mechanics in the air force are stated to have been placed under 
arrest, while others are reported to have gone on strike and refused to do any 
work. Discipline generally in the air force is poor, owing to faction feeling 
between some of the more senior officers. The junior officers are inclined to group 
themselves according to the countries in which they have been trained. (B) 
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30. Italian Aircraft. (Reference Summary No. 41, paragraph 21.) 

(a) The spare propellors and wings for Romeo aircraft have all been used to 
effect repairs to the damaged aircraft. (B) 

(&) The commandant of the air force is stated to have issued orders for th^ 
transfer of four pilots, who have been trained in British Hinds, to Romeo aircraft, 
as he considers that the frequent “crashes” of the Romeos may be due to 
inefficient pilots. (B) 

34. British. 

Mr. F. H. R. Maclean, third secretary in the British Embassy at Moscow, 
arrived in Kabul on the 21st October and is staying in this legation. He travelled 
via Bokhara, Termez, Pata Kasar and Mazar-i-Sharif. He was provided with 
a horse by the Afghan authorities at Pata Kasar and rode to Mazar-i-Sharif in 
one day. He is proceeding to India on the 23rd October and will visit Peshawar 
and Delhi. (A) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 
Military Attache. 

Kabul, October 22, 1938. 


[N 5817/10/97] No. 75. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—{Received November 28.) 
(No. 145. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , November 2, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this legation, No. 43,(‘) 
dated the 29th October, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State for 
Tndia and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c 

(For the Minister), 

RODERICK PARKES. 


Enclosure in No. 75. 


(Secret.) 

Intelligence Summary No. 43 for the Week ending October 28, 1938. 


General. 


A report regarding Italian propaganda in British tribal territory is given 
in paragraph 5. The statement made by an Italian named Giovanni that arms 
and ammunition were being despatched to Tirah, via Chinese Turkestan and 
Chitral, is unlikely to be true, owing to the difficulties that would be experienced 
in transporting large quantities of such stores via this route. 

Kabul. 


3. Visit of Sir Aubrey Metcalfe to Kabul. —(Reference Summary No. 42, 
paragraph 4.) 

As a result of the visit to Kabul of the Foreign Secretary to the Government 
of India, anti-Government parties are said to have been giving out that certain 
parts of British South Waziristan will be transferred to the Afghan Government 
and in return some tribal areas in the Eastern Province will be handed over to 
the British. The object underlying this propaganda is stated to be the embarrass¬ 
ment of relations between the Afghan Government and their tribes. (B) 


(!) Extracts only printed. 
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4 Alignment of the Indo-Afghan Frontier near Musa Nika. (Reference 
Summary No. 42, paragraph 5.) 

The Afghan Minister for Foreign Affairs stated (A) during the week that 
the late Amir Abdur Rahman had never accepted the demarcation of the frontier 
between Khwaja Khidr (Map 38/H, W4209) and Larkhwa (Map 38/H, B3478) 
and had written to the Government of India in June 1901 asking for a joint 
commission. He believed that no reply had been received and the subject had 
been forgotten until it was revived by the local inhabitants of the area. The 
Afghan Government were now asking for the appointment of a joint commission 
as early as possible to decide the question, as the inhabitants whose houses had 
been bombed were living in shelters. He feared that unless the matter was settled 
at an early date the local inhabitants might give trouble to both the Indian and 
Afghan Governments. One man was killed by British aircraft in the shrine of 
Musa Nika, and an unexploded bomb was still lying there and being exhibited 
to British Wazirs as an incitement to “Jihad.” The Afghan Government’s 
representative had gone carefully into the claims for damage to property in the 
area and had reduced the claim from 15 lakhs rupees to 83,000 Afghani rupees. 

5. Italian Propaganda. (Reference Summary No. 38, paragraph 15.) 

A further report has been received regarding the activities of Gavani (?), 
whose real name is now believed to be G iovanni. He is stated to be in touch with 
certain leaders in British tribal territory through various tribesmen employed 
in Kabul, one of whom is stated to be Hamesh Gul, Afridi, an employee in the 
motor department of the Ministry of Commerce. Giovanni is stated to have 
given out that 40,000 rifles and a considerable consignment of ammunition and 
bombs would reach Afridi territory via Chinese Turkestan and Chitral. He is 
also said to have sent some money to Tirah through Hamesh Gul recently, the 
money having been despatched by cheque on a bank in India. The Japanese are 
also stated to have some connexion with Giovanni’s activities. (B) 

6. Afghan Minister in London. (Reference Summary No. 37, paragraph 4 (a).) 

(a) Ali Muhammad Khan (W.W. 179), the Afghan Minister in London, is 
expected to return to Kabul about the 11th November to take over the appointment 
of Minister for Foreign Affairs. (B) 

(b) There are rumours in Kabul that Muhammad Haidar Khan, Afghan 

Representative to the League of Nations, is to be appointed Afghan Minister in 
London. (Summary No. 37, paragraph 4 (c).) (C) 

10. The Ghilzai Situation in Katawaz. (Reference Summary No 41, 
paragraph 12.) 

There is no change in the situation. The rumour that Malik Yaru had been 
murdered is not confirmed. (B) 


Finance. 

11. Foreign Exchange. (Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 14.) 

The unofficial rate of exchange in the Kabul bazaar is now 450 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees. The further slight fall is said to be due to the 
demands for foreign exchange by pilgrims proceeding to Mecca (B) 


Foreign Affairs. 

16. The Palestine Situation. (Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 23 .) 

The I slab of the 24th October published the text of a telegram received by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs from His Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs which ran as follows :— 

“ In reply to your Excellency’s telegram, for which I am grateful, I 
wish to assure you that the Palestine situation is receiving the immediate 
attention of His Majesty’s Government, who have no other desire but to 
find a solution agreeable to each side. 

[18888] o 4 
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The Am Force. 

20. Italian Aircraft. —(Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 30.) 

Another Romeo aircraft made a forced landing on the Sherpur Aerodrome 
on the 24th October. Considerable damage is stated to have been done to the 
propeller, wings and body of the aircraft. The pilot was one of those recently 
transferred from the British Hind to the Romeo flight. (B) 


26. German. 


Individuals. 


Hauptmann 0. Molock, a repiesentative of Messrs. Rheinmetall (Limited), 
has arrived in Kabul. He is responsible for arranging the transport through 
India of munitions of war purchased by the Afgnan Government from his 
company, and for handing them over to representatives of the Ministry of 
Defence. 


Kabul, October 29, 1938. 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military Attache. 


[N 5957/16/97] No. 76. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received December 5.) 
(No. 147. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , November 10. 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the Military Attache to this Legation No. 44,(‘) 
dated the 5th November, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. A copy of this despatch is being forwarded to the Secretary of State 
for India and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

RODERICK PARKES. 


Enclosure in No. 76. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from the Intelligence Summary No. 44 for the Week ending 

November 4, 1938. 

Kabul. 

Civil A viation. 

3. German Service : Berlin-Kabul. 

(b) Major N. Roubenko, the Soviet Military Attache at Kabul, stated (A) 
on the 3rd November that a representative of the Lufthansa Company was at 
present on tour in Afghanistan and was to make recommendations to the Afghan 
Government regarding the repair, enlargement or construction of landing 
grounds at Kandahar, Farah, Maimana, Mazar-i-Sharif and Khanabad. The 
Soviet Embassy, he said, were watching developments closely, as they did not wish 
to see any further extension of German civil air services in Afghanistan. 


(*) Extracts only printed. 
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Finance. 

6. Foreign Currency. 

(а) (Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 12 (a).) The I dak of the 26th 
October announces that the Cabinet have sanctioned the addition of the following 
note to the rules regarding the exchange of foreign currency :— 

“ Should an exporting trader not wish to import goods, he may, at 
the time of exporting his goods, obtain a permit from the exchange control 
section of the Customs Department for the surrender of his right to import 
goods, and transfer this right to some other person. The amount so 
transferred will not exceed the value of the goods exported, and, in accordance 
with the rules printed on the reverse side of the letter of permit, the 
importer’s name and signature must be given on the permit.” 

(б) (Reference Summary No. 43. paragraph 11.) The unofficial rate of 
exchange in the Kabul bazaar is now 460 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. 
In Jalalabad the rate is reported to be 485 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees. (B) 

(c) Pilgrims proceeding to Mecca are stated to have made representations 
to the Banke Millie Afghan requesting that arrangements be made to meet their 
requirements in foreign exchange. (B) 

Trade. 

7. German-A fghan Trade. 

The Iqtisad of the 8th October announces that German industrial concerns 
require salesmen in Afghanistan for the purpose of selling their goods. Applica¬ 
tions should be submitted to the office of the Iqts-iad journal at Kabul. 

The Air Force. 

18. Italian Aircraft. 

An Italian Romeo aircraft made a forced landing on the Shorpur aerodrome 
on the 30th October (Summary No. 43, paragraph 20). This is said to be the 
fourteenth Italian aircraft which has made a forced landing since March this 
year. (B) 

19. Proposal to Despatch Aircraft to Kandahar. 

The commandant of the air force is stated to have put up a proposal for 
the despatch of two Hind aircraft and four Romeo aircraft to Kandahar. (B) 
The aircraft will remain there for the winter months. 

Conditions for training during winter in Kandahar are said to be better 
than those prevailing in Kabul. It is also stated that, in the event of disturbances 
breaking out in Katawaz during the winter months, these aircraft will be able 
to operate from Kandahar. (B) 

Individuals. 

21. Afghan. 

The following individual has been granted a visa for India during the 
week :— 

(a) Salah-ud-Din Khan, who has been appointed manager of the London 
branch of the Banke Millie Afghan, and is proceeding to London via 
India. He was until recently employed in the Chaman branch of 
the bank. 


22. British. 


(b) Mr. H. B. Carr of Liverpool, a classifier of cotton, who has been employed 
on a one-year contract by the Afghan Government, arrived in Kabul by air from 
Berlin on the 31st October. He left Kabul for Northern Afghanistan on the 
2nd November and is to join Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) at Khanabad or Mazar-i- 


Sharif. (A) 


A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 


Kabul , November 5. 1938. 
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[N 6077/16/97] No. 77. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—>(Received December 12.) 
(No. 153. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, November 16, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this Legation, No. 45,(*) 
dated the 12th November, 1938. 

2. Paragraph 8.—This fall in the exchange is mainly due to the demands 
for foreign currency by the pilgrims proceeding on Haj. As such, it may be 
looked on as a seasonal occurrence and does not necessarily indicate a further 
deterioration in the general financial position. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FEASEE-TYTLEE. 


Enclosure in No. 77. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 45 for the Week ending 
November 11, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. Appointments. (Eeference Summary No. 37, paragraph 4 (a).) 

The Islah of the 9th November announced that the Turkish Government have 
agreed to the appointment of Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) as Afghan 
Ambassador at Angora, and stated that he would leave Kabul for Angora in the 
near future. 


Finance. 

8. Foreign Exchange. (Eeference Summary No. 44, paragraph 6 (6).) 

The ‘ ‘ black rate ’ ’ of exchange in the Kabul bazar is now 500 Afghani 
rupees per 100 Indian rupees. Pilgrims proceeding to Mecca are stated to be 
prepared to give a little more than 500 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. (B) 


Trade. 

9. The Minister of Commerce. 

Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), the Minister of Commerce, is expected to return to 
Kabul from his tour of the cotton-growing areas in Northern Afghanistan about 
the 16th November. Shortly after his return, he proposes to proceed to Delhi for 
trade discussions with the Government of India. (B) 


10. Cotton. (Eeference Summary No. 38, paragraph 10.) 

It is understood that the Afghan-Italian trade agreement stipulates for the 
annual sale of 5,000 tons of Afghan cotton to Italy. (Summary No. 27, para¬ 
graph 14.) (B) 

6 A. S. LANCASTER, Major, 

Military A ttache. 

Kabul, November 12, 1938. 


(!) Extracts only printed. 
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[N 6226/16/97] No. 78. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received December 19.) 
(No. 155. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul , November 22, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attach^ to this legation No. 46,(‘) dated 
the 19th November, 1938. 

2. I have no comments to offer. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

(For the Minister), 

RODERICK PARKES. 


Enclosure in No. 78. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 46 for the Week ending 
November 18, 1938. 

Kabul. 

4. Anointments. 

(a) The Islah of the 15th November announced the appointment of Faiz 
Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243) as Afghan Ambassador to Turkey (Summary 
No. 45, paragraph 3). 

(b) The same newspaper announced the appointment of Ali Muhammad 
Khan (W.W. 179) as Minister for Foreign Affairs (Summary No. 37, para¬ 
graph 4 (a )). Ali Muhammad Khan, who was the Afghan Minister in London, 
arrived in Kabul on the 12th November. 

(c) The Islah of the 16th November stated that Muhammad Haidar Khan 
(W.W. 329) had been appointed Deputy Court Minister (Summary No. 27, 
paragraph 10). 

(d) It is reported that Sultan Ahmad Khan (W.W. 624), the Afghan 
Ambassador at Angora, has been appointed ambassador at Moscow. (B) 

7. The Pushtu Language. 

The Afghan Government are stated to be making enquiries into the progress 
that has been made in the teaching of the Pushtu language. It is said that some 
Government officials are not making any real effort to learn the language, and a 
few of these have been censured or fined. (B) 

Finance. 

8. Foreign Exchange. (Reference Summary No. 45, paragraph 8.) 

The unofficial rate of exchange in the Kabul Bazaar shows a slight improve¬ 
ment and is now 490 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian rupees. This is stated to 
be due to a decrease in the number of pilgrims leaving Afghanistan for 
Mecca. (B) 

Trade. 

9. Japanese Trade Delegation. 

It is understood that a Japanese trade delegation, which is visiting India, 
will also visit Kabul between the 16th and 26th November. (B) 

The delegation is stated to consist of Messrs. Imai, Yamazoye, Tsuda and 
Sasaki. Mr. Imai is believed to be an official in the Japanese Foreign Office. (B) 

10. The Minister of Commerce. (Reference Summary No. 45, paragraph 9.) 
Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), the Minister of Commerce, is stated to have arrived 

in Kabul on the 15th November from his tour in Northern Afghanistan. (B) 

(1) Extracts only printed. 






11. Representative of Government Stores Purchasing Department at Berlin. 

Abdullah Khan is reported to have left Kabul for Berlin. (Summary No. 36, 
paragraph 3 (&).) (A) 

12. Cotton. (Reference Summary No. 44, paragraph 22.) 

Mr. H. B. Carr returned to Kabul on the 13th November. He stated (A) that 
he visited Khanabad and Kunduz and inspected some of the cotton produced in 
these districts. He was favourably impressed by its quality. After obtaining 
equipment and stores in Kabul he will return to Kunduz. 

13. Export and Import of Goods. (Reference Summary No. 24, paragraph 12.) 

It is reported that the Afghan Government now intend rigidly to enforce the 
rules for the export and import of goods from and to Afghanistan. As a result, 
an increase of smuggling is said to have taken place. (B) 


The Southern Province. 

18. G.M. Sher Baz Khan and the Faqir of I pi. 

G.M. Sher Baz Khan of the Tribal Directorate, at present employed as an 
intelligence agent in the Southern Province, is reported to be taking an interest 
in affairs in Waziristan and to have received many messages and letters from the 
Faqir of Ipi for transmission to the Afghan Government. According to a fairly 
reliable source relations between the Faqir and the Afghan Government are not 
friendly, as the latter distrust the Faqir. (B) 


Afghan Relations with North-West Frontier Tribes. 

19. A fridis. 

(a) Said Almar (W.W. 542) is reported to be corresponding with the Afghan 
Prime Minister regarding Muhammad Afzal Khan (W.W. 138a) and to have 
informed the Prime Minister that Muhammad Afzal wishes to have a written 
guarantee from him in respect of his personal safety and good treatment, should 
he return to Afghanistan. Said Almar has stated that in his opinion it is neither 
necessary or desirable to give such a guarantee. (B) 

(b) It is stated in some circles in Kabul that Muhammad Afzal will shortly 
return to Afghanistan. (B) 

Foreign Affairs. 

22. Death of the President of the Turkish Republic. 

(a) The Afghan press, in announcing the death of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk, 
the President of the Turkish Republic, has paid numerous tributes to his states¬ 
manship and expressed the general regret of the Afghan nation at his death. 
Telegrams of condolence have been despatched to members of the Turkish Govern¬ 
ment by King Zahir Shah, the Prime Minister, the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
and the Minister of Defence. (A) 

(i b) A telegram of congratulations has been sent to General Ismet Inonu by 
King Zahir Shah on his election as President of the Turkish Republic. (A) 


The Army. 

23. Purchase of War Material in Germany. 

An official of the Banke Millie Afghan recently stated (A) that war material, 
including a number of 75 mm. mountain guns had been purchased by the Afghan 
Government from Messrs. Rheinmetall, Germany. The total value of the 
purchases was approximately £1 million. A first instalment of £48,000 on 
account of the above purchases had been paid in cash in October 1938. tie made 
no mention of any payments in kind. 






The Air Force. 


25. Italian Aircraft. 

An Italian Romeo aircraft is reported to have collided with a steam roller 
shortly after landing on the Sherpur aeordrome on the 13th November. The 
propeller, the engine and a wing of the aircraft are stated to have been 
damaged. (B) 

A. S. LANCASTER, Major , 

Military AttachS. 

Kabul, November 19, 1938. 


[N 6332/16/97] No. 79. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Fraser-Tytler to Viscount Halifax.—(Received December 28.) 
(No. 159. Secret.) 

My Lord, Kabul, November 30, 1938. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit for your Lordship’s information a copy of 
the Intelligence Summary of the military attache to this legation, No. 47,(') dated 
the 26th November, 1938. 

2. Paragraph 3.—The custom of receiving members of the Diplomatic 
Corps and foreign residents in Kabul at the conclusion of the Ramzan was 
discontinued last year and will probably not be revived. This decision is 
presumably based on the view, which is a reasonable one, that the Id-ul-Fitr is an 
Islamic religious festival, in which adherents of other religions have no part. 

3. I am sending a copy of this despatch to the Secretary of State for India 
and to the Government of India. 

I have, &c. 

W. K. FRASER-TYTLER. 


Enclosure in No. 79. 

(Secret.) 

Extracts from Intelligence Summary No. 47 for the Week ending 
November 25, 1938. 

Kabul. 

3. Celebration of ld-ul-Fitr. 

The month of Ramzan passed off quietly. The celebration of the Id-ul-Fitr 
took place on the 24th November. His Majesty King Zahir Shah did not receive 
the Diplomatic Corps, and the Prime Minister and Minister of Defence did not 
hold receptions for the Diplomatic Corps and other foreign residents in 
Kabul. (A) 

4. Departure of the Afghan Ambassador to Turkey. (Reference Summary 

No. 46, paragraph 4 (a).) 

Faiz Muhammad Khan (W.W. 243), the newly-appointed Afghan 
Ambassador to Turkey, left Kabul for Peshawar en route for Karachi on the 
22nd November. He was accompanied by his wife and son and three members of 
his staff. After seeing his family off at Karachi, he will probably proceed to Delhi 
to see the Foreign Secretary to the Government of India. (A) 


(>) Extracts only printed. 
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5. Anti-Government Propaganda. 

Muhammad Hasan Khan of Tagab, a relative of Inayatullah Khan 
(W.W. 366), is said to have been engaging in secret anti-Afghan Government 
propaganda and to have spent a certain amount of money in this connexion. It 
is believed that the Afghan Government became aware of his activities and 
ordered the Governor of the Northern Provinces to have him brought into Kabul 
tactfully. He is now living in the Prime Minister’s office as a State guest. (B) 


Finance. 

6. General Financial Situation. 

Mr. E. Simkhazadeh, of the Hudson Bay Company, stated (A) on the 
17th November that he was fairly hopeful regarding the financial situation in 
Afghanistan. The Afghan Government were experiencing difficulties owing to 
depressed foreign markets and their commitments in regard to purchases abroad. 
If, however, they were able to exploit their cotton and wool to the full and 
pursued a more reasonable policy in the sale of their Persian lambskins, the 
increased supplies of foreign exchange at their disposal, consequent upon the 
increase in the volume of their export trade, would considerably relieve the present 
exchange situation. The development of their sugar and textile industries would 
also cause a corresponding reduction in imports, and he believed that in a short 
time Afghan imports and exports would reach a natural equilibrium, resulting 
in a stable exchange. Given two or three years of peaceful development, he saw 
no reason why a reasonable standard of prosperity should not be attained. 

7. Foreign Exchange. (Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 8.) 

The “black” rate is now standing at 480 Afghani rupees per 100 Indian 
rupees. This slight hardening is believed to be due to the arrival of a consign¬ 
ment of Indian notes from Kandahar, consequent on extensive sales of dried 
fruit. (B) 

Trade. 

8. Cotton. (Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 16 (c).) 

Mr. E. Simkhazadeh, of the Hudson Bay Company, stated (A) on the 
17th November that, at the invitation of Abdul Majid (W.W. 73), he had accom¬ 
panied him on a tour of the cotton-growing districts in Northern Afghanistan. 
He had been impressed with the quality of the cotton produced, but business was 
handicapped by lack of organisation. Trained sorters were required, as at 
present cotton was not being sorted before ginning. He also thought improved 
seed could be distributed to farmers and a higher price paid to them for their 
cotton. He did not think this year’s crop would reach 17,000 tons, but it might 
be from 10,000 to 12,000 tons. He had advised Abdul Majid to put off for another 
year the Russian demand for 7,200 tons of cotton, to enable the Afghan Govern¬ 
ment to place this year’s crop on the Liverpool market. This would give them 
a ready and valuable supply of foreign currency. He thought the ginning 
machinery at Kunduz supplied by Russia no better than that in use in Turkestan 
twenty-five years ago, and had advised Abdul Majid to purchase modern British 
machinery. 

9. Persian Lambskins. (Reference Summary No. 42, paragraph 16 (c).) 

Mr. Simkhazadeh stated (A) on the 17th November that, on behalf of his 
firm, the Hudson Bay Company, he had made an offer to Abdul Majid (W.W. 73) 
to take 500,000 skins annually for sale by auction on a commission basis. The 
Hudson Bay Company had reduced their commission to 3^ per cent., and he hoped 
Abdul Majid would accept this offer. He had also suggested a scheme whereby 
his firm would buy direct in the local markets in Northern Afghanistan, paying 
the producer half their selling price as an advance and the balance, less commis¬ 
sion, after the sale of the skins in London. All payments would be made through 
the Banke Millie Afghan, the producers being paid in Afghani rupees and the 
bank retaining for its own use the foreign currency thus acquired. 


The Southern Province. 


11. The Faqir of Ipi. (Reference Summary No. 46, paragraph 18.) 

(a) The Faqir of Ipi is now said to be intriguing with certain Afghan 
officials with anti-Government tendencies, as well as with tribal leaders in the 
Eastern and Southern Provinces. (B) 

( b ) It is also reported that some guns are being constructed for the Faqir at 
a place called Shora in Mahsud country. (B) 


Individuals. 

19. Italian. 

Signor G. Mancioli, financial adviser to the Afghan Government, left Kabul 
for Italy via India on the 22nd November. He has been given the “ Astor ” 
decoration. Signor Mancioli will not return to Afghanistan. (B) 

(For Military Attach^), 
RODERICK PARKES, Secretary. 


Kabul, November 26, 1938. 







